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PHEFA^E. 


It  has  for  some  time  been  in  contemplation 
to  publish  a  sl^t  sketch  of  the  Life  of  the 
late  Mrs.  Trimmer,  fixim  an  idea  that  it 
might  be  interesting  to  those  who  are  ac- 
qmunted  with  her  writings,  and  also  from 
the  hope,  that  a  recital  of  the  virtues  which 
adorned  her  character  might  be  beneficial  to 
others.  The  delay  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  publication  was,  in  the  firat  instance,  oc- 
casioned by  the  doubt  whether  the  Journal 
of  her  Prayers  and  Meditations  should  be 
introduced  in  its  original  form,  and  afterwards 
by  the  difiBculty  of  making  selections  from 
it. 

This  Journal  was  written  in  the  most  se- 
cret hours  of  retieftt,  and  without  the  least 

AS 


IV 

intention  of  the  writer  that  it  should  meet 
the  eye  of  any  human  being  besides  herself. 
For  many  years  it  was  ne^er  seen  by  any 
other  person,  but  as  the  events  which  she 
had  recorded  became  less  recent,  she  occa- 
sionally read  passages  to  her  children,  and  a 
few  other  persons.  Hearing  them  express 
great  satisfaction  in  what  was  thus  communi- 
cated, and  finding  that  some  under  afflicting 
circumstances  were  soothed  and  comforted, 
and  likewise  reaping  benefit  by  recurring  to 
it  herself  from  time  to  time,  she  was  un- 
willing to  destroy  it,  and  left  it  bdiind  her 
without  »,  U^iction.  »  dixecd.™  what- 
ever. 

Her  children,  who  had  before  been  ac- 
quainted with  it,  naturally  had  recourse  to 
this  Journal  for  consolation  under  the  heavy 
affliction  occasioned  by  her  death.  The  com- 
fort they  derived  firom  the  perusal,  induced 
them  to  shew  some  parts  to  a  few  fiiends, 
who  mourned  with  them  the  loss  of  one  of 


the  best  of  women  and  of  Christians.  By  tbese 
fiiends  they  were  so  earnestly  solidted  to  lay 
extracts  firom  it  before  the  public,  that  after 
much  deliberation  they  have  resolved  to  do 
so,  from  the  hope  that  the  pious  efiUsions  of 
<nie  of  the  tenderest  and  purest  hearts  that 
ever  wanned  the  human  Iveast,  may  edify 
others. 

The  MS.  £rom  which  this  selection  has 
been  made  is  very  voluminous,  being  part  of 
the  weekly,  and  sometimes  daily  employ- 
ment, of  five-and-twenly  years.  It  was  the 
custom  of  the  pious  writer  to  retire  to  her 
closet  on  a  Sunday  evening  for  two  or  three 
hours,  to  reflect  on  the  occurrences  of  the 
week  that  was  just  expired,  and  to  examine 
into  her  past  conduct  and  sentiments.  Most 
solicitous  was  she  to  take  this  frequent  re- 
trospect, that  she  might  stand  with  her  lamp 
burning  in  her  hand  ready  to  obey  the  sum- 
mons of  her  great  Lord  apd  Master  when- 
ever he  should  call  her.  Happy  would  it  be 
for  hundieds  and  thousands  of  hear  follow 
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Christians,  would  they  adopt  the  same  prac- 
tice; how  many  bitter  pangs  of  remorse 
wotdd  be  spared  by  such  an  exercise :  how 
many  self-reproaches  avoided ! 

As  it  is  by  the  concurrence  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Mrs.  Trimmer  that  these  papers  are 
published,  an  apology  may,  perhaps,  be  ne- 
cessary, for  the  flattering  manner  in  which 
they  are  occasionally  spoken  of;  those  ex- 
pressions would,  indeed,  have  been  omit- 
ted, could  it  have  been  done  without  injury 
to  the  work.  That  they  had  the  happiness 
to  give  satisfaction  to  the  best  of  mothers 
will  ever  be  their  pride  and  their  consola- 
tion ;  but  had  they  not  done  so,  how  inex- 
cusable must  have  been  thdr  conduct !  how 
01  would  they  have  repaid  attentions  which 
were  never  remitted,  tenderness  that  never 
fidled. 

In  these  papers  it  will  be  seen*  how  ex- 
quisitely her  heart  wad  formed  for  the  con* 
jugal  and  the  maternal  characters^  and  how 
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amiously  solicitous  she  was  to  perfoirm  tbe 
duties  of  both.  Never  was  th^re  a  morQ  4u*^ 
tifol  and  affectionate  wife,  never  a  tend^ror 
or  better  mother ! 

What  her  sufferings  were  upon  the  loss  of 
her  husband,  and  upon  the  death  of  three 
of  her  children,  will  be  best  seen  by  her  own 
expressions  upon  those  moumfid  occasionSp 
and  it  is  presumed  that  others  under  similar 
circumstances  may  learn  by  her  example  that 
the  feelings  of  humanity  are  not  incompatible 
with  the  meek  resignation  of  the  pious 
Christian. 

Is  is  much  to  be  lamented  that  some  parts 
of  her  Journal  which  shew  her  character  in 
the  finest  point  of  view,  cannot  be  brought 
forward,  as  they  are  connected  with  the  con- 
cerns of  others ;  but  it  is  hoped  that  many 
persons  will  be  benefited  by  what  does  ap- 
pear, and  that  they  will  be  led  by  the  peru- 
sal to  apply  to  the  same  source  firom  whence 
she  drew  those  living  waters  which  sustained 
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her  under  every  trials  comforted  her  under 
every  affliction,  and  prepared  her  for  those 
heavenly  mancdons  where  it  is  humbly  hoped 
she  now  reposes. 


SOME 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS 


OP 


MRS.  TRIMMER, 


Sarah,  the  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Sarah  Kirby, 
was  bom  at  Ipswich,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1741. 
Her  father  was  a  man  of  an  excellent  understand- 
ing, and  of  great  piety ;  and  so  high  was  his  re- 
putation for  knowledge  of  divinity,  and  so  exem- 
plary his  moral  conduct,  that,  as  an  exception  to 
their  general  rule,  which  admitted  no  layman,  he 
was  chosen  member  of  a  clerical  club  in  the  town 
in  which  he  resided*. 

From  him  she  imbibed  the  purest  sentiments  of 
religion  and  virtue,  and  learnt  betimes  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  Christianity.  At  how  early 
a  period  he  began  to  lay  this  foundation,  cannot 

^  Mr.  Kirby  was  the^  author  of  [two  [works,  which  did  him 
great  credit  The  one  was  entitled,  **  Dr.  Brooke  TayU^t 
Method  of  Perspective  made  Eaty!*  and  the  other  (published 
in  1761,  under  the  munificent  patronage  of  his  Majesty  George 
the  Third)  "  The  Perspective  ^ArchttecHtre." 
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her  father,  that  she  learnt  her  graceful  maimer  of 
reading  English,  is  not  known,  but  in  this  she  et:^ 
celled ;  and  even  to  the  end  of  her  life,  retained 
the  fjAculty  of  reading  aloud  for  a  greats  length 
of  time  than  most  people  are  capable  of« 

It  has  already  been  said  that  Mrs.  Trimmer  wm 
greatly  indebted  to  her  father  for  giving  her  a 
religious  education,  and  it  is  hoped  the  reader 
will  not  think  it  irrelative  to  the  subject  if  a  letter 
be  here  introduced  from  her  Grandfather  Kirby, 
to  his  son,  Mr.  Joshua  Kirby.  The  motive  for 
inserting  it  is  to  show,  that  as  she  was  indebted 
to  her  excellent  father  for  religious  impressions, 
so  he  also  imbibed  the  same  from  his  own  worthy 
parent.  How  encouraging  is  this  to  those  who 
take  pains  to  implant  betimes  in  the  minds  of 
their  infant  race  sentiments  of  piety  and  mora^ 
lity!  Who  can  say  how  far  these  sentiments 
may  reach,  and  how  many  yet  unborn  may  be 
benefited  by  such  precepts  and  example!  But 
to  return  to  the  letter  alluded  to,  which  was  writ* 
ten  upon  the  death  of  a  much  loved  son,  to  ano* 
ther  son,  equally  dear  to  this  pious  and  affee* 
tionate  father. 

TO  MR.  JOSHUA  KIRBY. 

Wkkham^Market,  June  17, 1741. 

My  dear  Son, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  your's,  Sunday  last,  by 
your  servant,  and  thank  you  for  that  filial  affee* 
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tion  that  yoa  therein  expressed  to  your  mother 
aad  myself,  who  were  almost  inconsolable  for  the 
afflicting  death  of  our  tender,  dutiful,  and  affec- 
tionate son  Stephen,  a  son  in  all  respects  so  duti- 
ful and  obliging,  that  it  must  be  very  afflicting  to 
us.  But  when  I  consider  that  in  all  appearance 
(and  that  appearance  I  am  persuaded  was  not 
feigned,  but  real)  he  lived  a  sober  and  religious 
life;  methinks  it  would  be  sinful  in  me,  and 
would  be  insolently  unthankful  to  the  Father  of 
mercies,  to  kick  against  his  Providence,  and  fly 
in  the  face  of  our  almighty  and  merciful  Creator, 
when  we  ought  to  praise  God  that  he  is  taken 
away  from  the  evil  to  come.  Rachel  wept  for  her 
children ;  that  was  her  duty :  but  then  she  re- 
fused to  be  comforted ;  that  was  her  sin :  I  there- 
fore will  endeavour  to  dry  up  my  tearsj  and  per- 
suade your  mother  to  do  the  same. 

Why  should  we  be  immoderately  sorrowful  for 
him,  who,  we  have  all  the  greatest  reason  to  think, 
is  entered  mto  those  ineffable  glories  where  all 
tears  are  wiped  from  all  eyes,  and  who  perhaps 
is  lovingly  looking  down  upon  us  in  this  vale  of 
misery,  ardently  desiring  our  company  ;  and 
Gk)d  grant  we  may  all  endeavour  to  prepare  our- 
selves for  that  happy  state  *.    —    —    —    — 

*  Mr.  John  Kirby,  the  grand&ther  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  was  the 
author  of  a  topographical  work,  well  received  by  the  public, 
especially  in  his  own  county,  and  which  is  still  held  in  estima- 
tion, called  the  Sv^dk  Traveller.  He  ako  published  a  useful 
M19  of  the  County  of  Suffolk. 


Not  to  weary  the  patience  of  the  reader,  it 
needs  only  be  added  to  the  foregoing  remarkB^ 
that  as  the  piety,  meekness,  and  resignation  of 
Mrs.  Trimmer  may  be  traced  back  to  her  grand- 
father^ so  likewise  may  her  humility  and  simpli- 
city of  character,  as  is  evident  by  other  family 
documents. 

Before  we  dismiss  from  the  narrative  these 
pious  and  estimable  ancestors  of  Mrs.  Trimmer, 
one  more  letter  may  be  acceptable :  it  is  from 
Mr.  £ltephen  Kirby,  whose  death  was  so  much 
lamented  by  his  affectionate  parents. 


TO  MB.  JOSHUA  KIRBY. 

Bisekft  Sept.  29,  l7dS. 

Dear  Brother, 

I  received  your  letter,  but  what  I  mentioned 
to  my  father  concerning  you  was  not  about  busi- 
ness ;  I  only  desired  him  to  tell  you,  I  expected 
to  have  seen  you  before  now,  as  you  promised  me 
when  I  saw  you  at  your  house.  And  when  your 
business  calls  you  to  Schole,  I  hope  you  will 
come  on  to  Bisely,  and  stay  a  few  days,  where 
you  will  be  heartily  welcome,  and  then  I  shall  be 
glad  to  converse  with  you  about  those  solid  things 
which  concern  a  future  state,  which  are  fre- 
quently in  my  thoughts^  as  they  cannot  but  he 


6 

in  any  person's,  who  makes  Heaven  his  ultimate 
end  and  design. 

I  am  your  affectionate 

And  loving  Brother, 

Stephen  Kirbt. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  letters,  upon  what  sub- 
jects this  worthy  family  loved  to  converse,  and 
with  what  pleasure  they  dwelt  on  the  happiness 
of  a  better  country,  considering  themselves  only 
as  pilgrims  journeying  to  that  brighter  region, 
and  having  their  wishes  and  desires  directed  thi- 
ther. It  seems  indeed  that  the  first  impressions 
which  Mr.  Kirby  endeavoured  to  make  on  the 
mind  of  his  daughter,  were  those  of  love  and 
veneration  for  the  great  Author  of  her  being.  She 
was  taught  to  consider  him  as  her  Heavenly  Fa^ 
ther,  to  regard  Him  vnth  the  utmost  reverence, 
gratitude,  and  affection,  and  constantly  to  keep 
in  mind  what  great  things  he  had  done  for  her. 
By  these  means  her  duty  became  her  pleasure 
and  delight;  and  to  love  and  serve  God,  to 
honour  and  obey  Him,  the  greatest  of  all  earthly 
enjoyments. 

Mrs.  Trimmer  had  not  any  sister  who  lived  to 
be  a  compamon  to  her,  and  only  one  brother. 
To  him  she  was  most  tenderly  attached.  She 
would  always  dwell  with  pleasure  on  any  little 


anecdote  respecting  him>  and  she  loved  to  speak 
of  his  amiable  disposition,  and  the  affection  that 
subsisted  between  them. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  she  left  Ipswich  with 
her  father  and  mother  to  settle  in  London,  where 
Mr.  Kirby  had  the  honour  of  teaching  Perspec* 
tive  to  the  King,  then  Prince  of  Wales,  and  after- 
wards to  her  Majesty. 

His  daughter  being  removed  firom  the  compa- 
nions of  her  childhood,  passed  her  time  during 
her  residence  in  London  in  the  society  of  people 
more  advanced  in  life,  some  of  them  people  of 
eminence  in  the  literary  world ;  amongst  these 
may  be  nmnbered  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson,  Dr.  Gre- 
gory Sharp,  Mr.  Gainsborough,  Mr.  Hogarth, 
&c.  &c. :  by  Dr.  Johnson  she  was  ,£Btvoured  with 
particular  notice.  The  circumstance  which  first 
attracted  his  attention  was  a  literary  dispute  at 
the  house  of  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  re3pecting 
some  passage  in  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  which 
could  not  be  decided.  Mr.  Kirby,  who,  as  well 
as  his  daughter,  was  present,  inquired  if  she  had 
not  the  book  in  her  pocket,  it  being  a  great  fa- 
vourite of  her's,  and  he  probably  knowing  that  it 
then  made  a  part  of  her  daily  studies.  The  book 
was  accordingly  produced,  and  opened  at  the  du* 
puted  part.  Dr.  Johnson  was  so  struck  with  a 
girl  of  that  age  making  this  work  her  pocket  com- 
panion, and  likewise  with  the  modesty  of  her 
behaviour  upon  the  occasion,  that  he  invited  her 
the  next  day  to  his  house,  presented  her  with  a 
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copy  of  his  Rambler,  and  afterwards  treated  her 
with  great  consideration. 

As  the  society  in  which  she  lived  whilst  in  Lon- 
don was  of  rather  too  grave  a  cast  for  so  young  a 
person,  she  naturally  had  recourse  to  her  £eivour- 
ite  employment  for  recreation,  and  spent  much 
time  in  reading.  In  this  pursuit  she  was  directed 
by  her  father,  and  from  his  conversation  and  in- 
struction her  mind  acquired  a  thirst  after  know- 
ledge, and  was  gradually  opened  and  enlarged. 

Drawing  was  another  occupation  of  her  leisure 
hours;  to  this,  however,  she  applied  rather  in 
compliance  with  the  wishes  of  her  father,  than  to 
gratify  any  inclination  she  felt  for  it.  At  his  de- 
sire she  went  occasionally,  under  the  care  of  a 
female  friend,  with  other  young  people,  to  the 
Society  for  promoting  Arts,  and  once  obtained  a 
prize  for  the  second  best  drawing.  Two  or  three 
miniatures,  copies  from  larger  pictures,  are  re- 
maining of  her  painting,  which,  though  not  in  the 
first  style,  are  sufficiently  good  to  show,  that  in 
this  art  she  might  have  excelled,  had  her  taste 
prompted  her  to  pursue  it.  The  knowledge  of 
drawing,  which  she  had  acquired  while  young, 
became  very  useful  to  her  when  she  was  a  motheijf 
as  it  enabled  her  to  amuse  her  children  in  their 
infancy,  and  likewise  to  direct  them  afterwards 
in  the  exercise  of  their  talents  in  that  way. 

After  Mr.  Kirbys  removal  to  London,  his  son 
became  a  scholar  at  Westminster  School,  and 
being  younger  than  his  sister,  and  perhaps  not 
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having  so  great  a  talent  for  composition,  he  would 
frequently  apply  to  her  when  he  had  a  difficult 
theme  to  write,  and  engage  her  to  compose  it  in 
English  for  him,  to  render  into  Latin,  and  this 
was  one  of  the  earliest  exercises  of  her  pen. 
None  of  these  themes  are  remaining ;  but  a  frag* 
ment  of  a  letter,  written  to  her  brother,  upon  his 
removal  to  Ipswich,  in  order  to  study  drawing 
under  Mr«  Grainsborough,  may  show  the  progress 
she  made  in  composition.  This  letter  has  no  date, 
but  probably  was  written  in  1759  or  1760. 


TO  MASTER  KIRBY. 

My  dear  Brother, 

I  as  heartily  congratulate  you  on  your  reco- 
very, as  I  should  have  grieved  for  you,  had  I 
known  of  your  ilhiess :  little  did  we  apprehend 
the  reason  of  your  not  writing ;  but  we  are  oblig- 
ed to  Mr. for  not  informing  us  of  it,  as  he 

has  thereby  saved  us  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness. 
I  beg  you  vrill  let  us  hear  from  you  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  hope  you  will  be  able  to  tell  us,  that 
you  are  free  from  all  danger  of  a  return  of  your 
complaint.    I  will  entertain  no  fears  to  the  con* 

trary,  because  I  am  sure  Mr. would  not 

have  permitted  you  to  go  out  if  you  had  not  been 
better. 

Having  so  good  an  example  to  copy  after,  I 
imagine  you  improve  very  much  in  politeness ; 
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that  shining  qualificationj  which  is  the  character- 
istic of  a  gentleman.    It  will  be  in  vain  for  you 
to  possess  the  greatest  good  qualities,  unless  po- 
lished by  this,  which  gives  a  lustre  to  every  talent 
a  man  is  possessed  of.  No  man  is  of  consequence 
enough  to  be  exempt  from  the  practice  of  it,  if  he 
would  be  loved,  for  there  is  so  much  pride  in  the 
human  heart,  as  will  prevent  our  having,  any  great 
esteem  for  a  person,  who,  by  neglecting  it,  seems 
to  overlook  or  despise  the  virtues  which  every 
man  is^  or  imagines  himself  possessed  of.     You 
will  easily  distinguish  the  politeness  of  which  I 
am  speaking,  from  that  composition  of  form  or 
ceremony  which  is  practised  by  many  people  as 
such,  and  makes  them  in  the  eyes  of  sensible 
people  appear  the  objects  of  dislike  and  ridicule. 
But  the  first  is  a  delicacy  of  sentiment,  a  refine- 
ment of  manners,  which  prevents  a  man  doing 
any  thing  to  ofiend,  and  at  the  same  time  will 
keep  him  above  making  use  of  flattery  to  procure 
the  esteem  of  any  one.    It  is  to  be  attained  by 
reading  the  works  of  elegant  writers,  and  con- 
versing with  persons  of  taste  and  judgment.    Do 
you,  my  dear  brother,  endeavour  to  cultivate  the 
acquaintance  of  such,  and  I  am  sure  t&at  the  mo- 
desty of  your  behaviour  will  gain  their  love.     It 
is  a  laudable  ambition  to  desire  the  notice  of  these 
people,  for  it  is  the  cause  of  despising  every  thing 
mean  or  trifling,  below  the  regard  of  a  reasonable 
being.  I  could  enumerate  many  advantages  which 
accrue  from  having  the  friendship  of  such  per- 
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It  is  DOW  a  time  of  life  with  you,  which  is,  if 
any,  the  most  critical ;  and  therefore  it  should  be 
watched  with  the  utmost  care  and  attention.  For 
now  is  commencing  a  season  when  temptations 
of  Vice  and  Folly  will  use  every  bewitching  art 
to  allure  you  from  the  practice  of  Religion  and 
Virtue.  It  is  therefore  my  indispensable  duty  to 
watch  every  step  you  take,  to  guide  your  grow- 
ing understanding,  and  to  point  out  the  way  to 
true  and  lasting  happiness,  and  some  of  the  most 
dangerous  shoals  and  quicksands,  which  are  placed 
in  the  way  to  it ;  that  you  may  be  always  upon 
your  guard,  acquire  a  constant  rectitude  of  be- 
haviour, and  may  obtain  the  most  invaluable  of 
all  blessings,  the  favour  of  God,  and  the  esteem 
of  good  and  wise  men. 

Thus  you  see,  my  son,  I  have  undertaken  a  very 
arduous  task,  for  your  own  thoughts  will  suggest 
what  an  extensive  field  may  be  opened  on  this 
occasion ;  and  they  will  likewise,  in  some  mea- 
sure, wticipate  the  subject  of  my  next  letter ;  in 
which  I  shall  endeavour  to  form  in  your  mind  true 
and  just  conceptions  of  the  supreme  Being  ;  in  hopes 
of  striking  such  deep  impressions  oi  reverence,  love, 
and  fear  towards  Him,  as  may  never  be  effaced. 

I  am  your  affectionate  Father, 

Joshua  Kirby. 

About  the  year  1759,  Mr.  Kirby  removed  to 
Kew,  upon  being  appointed  clerk  of  the  works  at 
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that  palace.    It  wias  there  that  his  daughter  be- 
came acquainted  with  Mr.  Trimmer ;  and^  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  she  was  united  to  him,  with 
the  approbation  of  the  friends  on  both  sides.  Mr. 
Trimmer  was  a  man  of  an  agreeable  person,  pleas- 
ing manners,  and  exemplary  virtues ;  about  two 
years  older  than  herself.    In  the  course  of  their 
union,  she  had  twelve  children,  six*  sons  and  six 
daughters.     From  the  time  of  her  marriage  till 
she  became  an  author,  she  was  almost  constantly 
occupied  with  domestic  duties ;  devoting  herself 
to  the  nursing  and  educating  of  her  children.  She 
would  say,  that  as  soon  as  she  became  a  mother, 
her  thoughts  were  turned  so  entirely  to  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  that  she  scarcely  read  a  book 
upon  any  other  topic,  and  believed  she  almost 
wearied  her  firiends  by  making  it  so  frequently  the 
subject  of  conversation.    Happiljr,  Mr.  Trimmer 
was  of  the  same  domestic  turn,  and  seconded  all 
her  lessons,  both  by  precept  and  example.    Dur- 
ing the  life-time  of  her  father,  she  spent  the  morn- 
ings in  teaching  her  children ;  and  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  weather  would  permit,  used  to 
viralk  with  some  of  the  elder  ones  to  visit  him. 

In  the  education  of  her  daughters,  she  had  but 
little  assistance,  teaching  them  many  things  her- 
self, and  putting  them  in  the  way  to  improve 
themselves,  by  directing  them  to  books  for  any 
information  of  which  they  might  be  desirous. 

The  education  of  her  sons  abo  was  in  a  great 
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measure  directed  by  her,  their  classical  studies 
excepted,  for  which  some  of  them  left  home,  and 
others  received  the  instruction  of  a  neighbouring 
clergyman. 

Those  mothers  who,  like  Mrs.  Trimmer,  are 
accustomed  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  domestic 
concerns,  and  to  devote  most  of  their  hours  to 
working  for  their  children,  will  perhaps  wonder 
that  she  was  able  to  take  so  large  a  share  in  their 
education :  let  it  however  be  remembered,  that 
her  aim  was  not  so  much  to  give  them  the  shewy 
accomplishments  so  generally  acquired  at  present, 
as  to  make  them  useful  members  of  society.  As 
her  family  increased,  the  elder  children  also  in- 
structed the  younger,  especially  when  she  became 
an  author,  and  at  length  released  her  from  every 
part  of  education,  excepting  casual  advice  or  ad- 
monition. 

In  a  letter  to  a  lady,  with  whom  she  became 
acquainted  after  her  family  were  grown  up,  she 
thus  expresses  herself.  '^  I  have  been,  my  dear 
Madam,  the  mother  of  twelve  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  still  living,  five  daughters  and  four 
sons  *.  All  my  children  were  nursed  by  myself; 
my  daughters  wholly  educated  under  the  pater- 
nal roof ;  my  sons  chiefly  so.     For  many  years, 

*  Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  three  of  her  children 
have  followed  her  to  the  grave ;  one  son  and  two  daughters : 
the  son  left  a  family  of  seven  children  behind  him,  the  daughter 
one  of  five,  the  other  daughter  was  unmarried. 
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therefore,  I  could  find  but  little  leisure  for  read- 
ing; the  needle  was  my  principal  occupation 
when  I  was  not  nursing  or  teaching/' 

From  her  husband  also  she  had  no  inconsider- 
able assistance;  for  though  business  took  him 
much  from  home  during  the  day-time,  in  the 
evening  he  was  accustomed  to  relax  with  his 
family ;  and  in  the  winter  time  especially,  the 
season  for  home-bred  pleasures  and  domestic  en- 
joyments, it  was  his  custom  to  assemble  a  little 
group  of  hearers;  while  one  of  his  children  read 
aloud  fi'om  some  of  his  favourite  authors.  The 
books  which  were  selected  were  not  very  numer- 
ous, but  of  a  kind  to  strengthen  and  enlarge  the 
mind,  and  to  give  a  desire  for  further  improve- 
ment. Of  this  number  were  the  historical  Plays 
of  Shakspeare,  parts  of  the  works  of  Milton  and 
of  Pope ;  Hume's  History  of  England,  and  Black- 
stone's  Commentaries ;  Addison  s  Spectator  and 
Guardian ;  the  works  of  Johnson  and  of  Burke, 
and  some  Sermons  by  our  most  approved  divines ; 
but,  above  all,  the  Sacred  Volume,  that  never- 
iaUing  source  of  improvement  and  delight. 

During  these  hours,  he  used  to  take  great  pains 
to  inculcate  the  most  dutiful  attention  to  their 
mother,  and  affectionate  tenderness  towards  each 
other.  Many  and  many  a  time  has  he  told  his 
children  the  fable  of  the  old  man  and  the  bundle 
of  sticks,  explaining  it  to  them,  and  charging 
them  to  abide  by  the  moral  which  it  contained. 

Occasionally  too  he  would  read  to  them  a  ser- 
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mon  of  Dr.  Franklin's^  on  fraternal  love,  from  the 
text,  *'  Better  is  a  dinner  of  herbs  where  love  is, 
than  a  stalled  ox  and  hatred  therewith.^*  Thus  en- 
deavouring, by  every  means  in  his  power,  to 
enforce  the  great  duties  of  domestic  life,  and  to 
strengthen  the  precepts  implanted  by  his  affec- 
tionate partner. 

The  pleasures  of  this  happy  family  were  sim- 
ple, but  they  were  heart-felt ;  not,  indeed,  as  will 
be  seen  in  the  following  pages,  unclouded  by 
sorrow,  or  unmixed  with  care,  but  such  as  tran- 
quillize and  gladden  the  mind,  and  ensure  to  it 
lasting  felicity. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  Journal,  it  will  be 
seen  with  what  lively  affection  Mrs.  Trimmer  was 
attached  to  her  husband  and  children.  A  short 
extract  from  her  Meditations,  written  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Trimmer,  in  which  she  mentions  the 
former  with  her  accustomed  tenderness,  may  not 
be  unacceptable. 

Reflecting  upon  a  circumstance  which  occu- 
pied her  mind  in  no  common  degree,  she  adds  : 
^^  Besides  this,  I  have  another  subject  to  draw 
my  attention,  a  subject  which  now  fills  my  wi- 
dowed heart  with  painful  emotion,  and  my  eyes 
with  tears — my  dear  lost  husband !  I  must  in- 
dulge myself  with  a  short  recollection — I  must 
pay  a  tribute  to  his  memory — O  how  kind,  how 
affectionate,  was  his  behaviour  to  me — ^with  what 
patience  did  he  submit  to  all  the  toils  and  incon- 
veniences he  was  put  to,  in  order  to  support  his 
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numerous  family !  But  it  has  pleased  the  Al-^ 
mighty  to  put  an  end  to  his  earthly  cares ;  those, 
I  trust,  were  buried  in  his  grave.  I  have  all  the 
reason  in  the  world  to  hope  he  will  never  know 
sorrow  any  more,  but  enjoy  an  eternity  of  bliss. 
I  trust  we  shall  hereafter  meet  in  the  eternal  world, 
where  death  can  no  more  separate  us.  I  will  in 
the  mean  time  endeavour  to  supply,  to  the  best  of 
my  power,  his  place  to  the  dear  children  whom 
he  has  left  behind.  They  are  dearer  to  me  than 
ever  since  he  was  taken  away.  I  will  endeavour 
to  keep  my  temper  in  that  state  of  serenity,  which 
he  used  to  approve.  I  will  in  all  things  conduct 
myself  as  his  widow.*^ 

The  strength  of  her  maternal  feelings  may  also 
be  seen  in  every  page  of  her  Journal.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  may  serve  in  this  place  by  way  of 
specimen.  It  was  written  in  a  time  of  sickness, 
when  she  thought  it  probable  that  she  might  be 
summoned  hastily  to  quit  this  life. 

*'  I  hope,  whenever  it  is  the  will  of  my  Hea- 
venly Father  to  call  me  away,  I  shall  submit  with 
becoming  resignation ;  and  that  those  who  survive 
me  will  be  comforted  for  my  loss.  My  dear  chil- 
dren may  assure  themselves,  that  I  am  a  sincere 
and  humble  Christian :  such  a  one  as,  I  trust, 
will  find  acceptance  with  the  Father  of  Mercies, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake :  such  a  one  as,  I  trust, 
the  Saviour  will  receive  as  a  faithful  disciple.  I 
shall  carry  out  of  the  world  with  me  the  tenderest 
love  for  my  children :  that  is  a  sentiment  so  deeply 
engraven  in  my  soul,  that  I  feel  confident  it  ne- 
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ver  can  be  eradicated,  unless  the  dear  objects  of 
my  love  depart  firom  Grod ;  and  that  I  hope  they 
never  will  do^  While  they  continue  in  the  same 
feith  with  the  saints  of  light,  we  shall  still  be  one 
&mily,  though  the  members  are  for  a  time  sepa- 
rated— some  in  terrestrial,  others  in  celestial 
abodes ;  and  we  shall  finally  meet  again,  never 
more  to  part !  Cherish  then  in  your  minds,  my 
dear  children,  a  tender  remembrance  of  a  mother, 
who  has  loved  you  with  inexpressible  affection ; 
but  do  not  grieve  for  my  loss.  To  me,  I  trust,  it 
will  be  gain.  O  how  delightfiil  are  the  hopes  of 
immortal  happiness !" 

In  another  part  she  thus  speaks  of  her  parents 
and  her  brother. 

**  The  last  week  has  been  employed  in  a  way 
which  has  awakened  awful  reflections  in  my  mind. 
In  looking  over  the  papers  of  my  late  dear  sister- 
in-law,  I  met  with  many  letters  which  she  had,  in 
the  course  of  several  years,  received  from  her 
own  dear  and  tender  husband,  my  only  and  be- 
loved brother ;  from  my  honoured  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  from  the  dear  partner  of  all  my  joys  and 
sorrows. 

In  the  course  of  this  occupation,  some  mdan- 
choly  thoughts  have  necessarily  occurred;  but 
I  have  felt  pleasure  of  the  most  exalted  kind* 
Surely  those  who  expressed  such  sentiments  of 
pietyi  benevolence,  generosity,  and  comp^ion> 
must  have  been  reckoned  among  the  faithfiil  peo- 
ple of  God — the  redeemed  of  Christ — and  as  «uch, 
they  must  be  inheritors  of  the  promises.    O  how 
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comfortable  to  my  heart  is  this  persuasion !  how 
pleasing  to  contemplate  the  characters  qf  these 
dear  relatives-— each  a  Christian,  both  in  faith  and 
practice.  Yes,  my  honoured  &theri  1  am  glad  to 
have  my  mind  awakened  to  a  remembrance  pf  thy 
virtue  and  goodness :  from  thy  instructions  I  de* 
rived  those  principles  which  have  proved  to  me 
the  source  of  unspeakable  comfort.  O  my  father, 
I  pay  thee  the  tear  of  grateful  esteem ;  $in4 1  hope 
thou  hast  found  a  rich  reward  from  the  univeirsal 
Parent,  the  great  Governor  of  the  universe ! 

My  dear  mother,  I  owe  thee  also  a  return  of  gra« 
tkude  for  thy  maternal  cares :  I  hope  to  meet  thee 
in  a  better  world.  My  brother !  O  my  brother, 
the  first  object  of  tender  afiection,  unmixed 
with  reverence  and  awe,  that  my  soul  ever  knew ! 
how  greatly  did  I  feel  thy  loss !  but  thou  wast,  I 
trust,  exalted  to  a  higher  state.  I  submitted,  and 
was  comforted ;  but  I  have  not  forgotten  thee : 
my  affection  is  revived  in  its  full  force.  O  my 
brother !  I  will  strive  to  follow  thee  to  the  realms 
of  bliss ;  to  which,  I  trust,  the  soul  of  thy  dear 
Eliza  has  winged  its  way.-  From  what  a  state  of 
suffering  is  she  delivered !  My  husband  too !  my 
dear  tender  husband!  While  all  the  sensibility 
of  my  heart  is  awakened,  can  I  forbear  to  feel  for 
thee !  No,  my  beloved,  witness  the  tears  of  gra- 
titude and  esteem  which  now  fill  my  eyes !  O, 
my  beloved,  I  am  awfully  affected ;  I  feel  as  if  I 
was  entering  the  regions  of  the  dead.  God  only 
knows  how  soon  I  may  do  so  in  reality.     O  that 

c  2 
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I  may  keep  in  a  state  of  constant  preparation  for 
the  summons,  whenever  it  shall  please  the  Al- 
mighty to  send  it." 

Having  already  shown,  in  some  degree,  what 
the  sentiments  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  were  as  a  wife 
and  a  parent,  a  daughter  and  a  sister,  her  atten- 
tion to  her  servants  should  next  be  noticed. 

She  was  a  most  kind  and  considerate  mistress, 
keeping  their  interest,  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
constantly  in  view.  She  was  careful  so  to  arrange 
her  domestic  concerns,  even  when  she  had  ayoung 
family,  that  each  servant  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  frequenting  the  house  of  God,  at  least 
once  on  every  Sabbath ;  and  she  frequently  con- 
trived that  they  should  go  to  both  morning  and 
evening  service.  She  also  devoted  a  part  of  the 
Sunday  evening  to  their  particular  instruction. 

When  about  to  dismiss  from  her  service  a  young 
man,  whom  she  had  taken  great  pains  to  instruct, 
and  who  but  ill  repaid  the  trouble  bestowed  on 
him,  she  thus  speaks  in  her  Meditations. 

**  Thou  knowest,  blessed  Lord,  the  zeal  and 
sincerity  of  heart  with  which  I  have  admonished 
my  servants ;  with  what  regret  I  part  from  one, 
who  may  not  meet  again  with  a  friend  who  will 
take  pains  to  train  him  in  the  way  in  which  he 
should  go.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  give  to  him 
the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  impress  on  his 
mind  those  instructions  which  he  may  have  re- 
ceived from  me,  or  from  others ;  and  let  him  not 
be  drawn  away  by  the  vanities  of  the  world,  into 
the  paths  of  destruction.    O  that  I  may  have  a 
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household  serving  God,  and  loving  one  another* 
Adorable  Saviour,  may  every  heart  in  my  family 
be  thine.  O  may  thy  blessed  Gospel  have  its  due 
eflEicacy  with  every  one  of  us,  through  the  help  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit !" 

In  a  letter  to  one  of  her  friends,  Mrs.  Trimmer, 
after  speaking  of  her  various  avocations,  in  conse- 
quence of  her  numerous  family,  says :  ''  In  addi- 
tion to  my  own  family,  I  have  a  large  adopted 
one,  in  the  schools  of  which  I  have  given  an  ac- 
count in  the  Appendix  to  my  Economy  of  Cha* 
rity."  Her  anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  these  poor 
children  was  indeed  unremitting,  and  no  means 
were  left  untried  to  train  them  in  the  right  way. 
In  a  ''  Short  Address"  to  the  parents  of  these 
children,  she  exhorts  them,  after  the  following 
manner,  to  set  a  good  example  to  their  respective 
offspring. 

"  O  consider !  you  who  have  children,  the  im- 
portance of  the  trust  committed  to  you ;  that  their 
welfare  in  this  world,  and  their  eternal  happiness 
in  the  next,  depend,  in  a  great  measure,  upon  the 
principles  and  habits  which  they  acquire  in  their 
early  years;  and  let  them  not  lose,  through  your 
carelessness  and  misconduct,  the  favour  of  those, 
whose  kindness  they  may  stand  in^  need  of,  or  the 
blessing  of  God,  and  everlasting  happiness ;  but 
rather  strive,  by  all  the  means  in  your  power,  to 
make  them  good  Christians,  and  useftil  members 
of  society.  If  you  are  not  qualified  to  teach  them 
to  read  and  understand  the  Scriptures,  that  wtU 
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be  done  for  you^  wUhomt  nume^  and  without  price  ; 
but  it  still  remains  incumbent  upon  you  to  watch 
their  conduct  while  they  are  under  yoilr  own  eyes, 
and  to  set  them  good  examples.  If  parents,  who 
send  their  children  to  learn  their  duty,  forget  their 
own,  what  consequence  can  be  expected,  but 
that  every  good  impression  made  in  the  schools 
will  be  destroyed  ?"    ^ 

The  reader,  having  alueady  been  informed  of  the 
manner  in  which  Mrs.  Trimmer  passed  the  close 
of  the  Sabbath,  will  naturally  suppose  that  die 
whole  of  tiiat  sacred  day  was  kept  by  her  with 
becoming  reverence.  There  was  indeed  nothing 
that  she  considered  of  greater  iotiportance  to  the 
happiness  and  comfort  of  man,  than  the  proper 
observance  of  the  Sabbath.  She  regarded  the  ful- 
filment of  this  duty  as  bringing  with  it  a  peculiar 
blessing,  as  the  sign  which  was  to  distinguish  the 
servants  of  the  Lord,  and  mark  them  as  his  peo- 
ple ;  and  often  would  she  recur  to  those  passages 
in  the  Scriptures  which  speak  of  it  as  such. 

Verily  mjf  Sabbaths  ye  shdll  keep;  for  it  is  a 
sioif  between  me  and  you  throughout  your  genera- 
tions ;  that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  that 
doth  sanctify  you.  Ye  shall  keep  the  Sabbath 
therefore^  for  it  is  holy  unto  you. 

Of  the  threatenings  and  denunciations  also  in 
the  Scriptures  against  those  who  violated  the 
Sabbath,  she  would  often  nuAie  mention ;  and  the 
punishments  which  the  Israelites  bi^ought  down 
a|Mm  themselvw,  for  thfiir  neglect  k>f  that  fa<rfyday. 
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Letitttot,  hoinrefer,  be^upposed,  that  the  Sun« 
dMf  was  marked  by  Mia.  Trimmer  as  a  day  of 
gloom  and  sererity;  on  tlie  contrary,  it  was  a  day 
of  rest  and  p^tce,  of  satisfisu^tion  and  innocent 
cheerfulness,  not  only  tohersdf,  but  to  all  around 
her ;  but-then  it  was  the  cheerfulness  which  ac- 
corded with  the  sanctity  of  the  day. 

The  Sunday  was  passed  i|i  frequenting  the 
house  of  Qod,  in  teaching  the  children  of  the 
poor,  in  giving  religious  instructions  to  her  own 
chMdisen,  or  grand-children,  and  also  to  her  ser- 
vants, and  in  aU  the  pleasures  of  domestic  happi- 
ness and  quiet  eajojmeiot. 

Her  chfldren  can  go  back  with  delight  to  the 
days  of  their  youtb,  when  the  happy  party  was 
gaithered  around  their  fond  mother  to  receive  the 
lessons  of  piety  which  she  gave,  or  to  listen  to 
the  persuasions  to  goodness,  which  flowed  from 
her  lips.  And  in  later  years,  when  her  family  was 
increased  by  a  second  generation,  with  what  sa- 
tisfaction 4id  she  behold  the  groups  of  her  de- 
scendants scattered  about  her  little  gsurden  in  the 
summer,  or  drawn  around  the  fire*side  in  the 
winter,  beguiling  the  Hme  Mrith  converse  serious, 
though  not  dull. 

Never  shall  we  forget  the  sparkUng  eyes  of  one 
of  her  little  grandsons,  who  lived  for  some  time 
under  her  roof,  when  the  Sunday  returned.  It 
was  to  him  a  day  of  perfect  felicity ;  and,  whe- 
ther he  sat  with  his  book  under  a  tree,  when  the 
weather  suited,  or  explored,  with  his  venerable 
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grandmother^  the  beauties  of  the  plants  and  flow- 
ers, his  countenance  shone  with  delight;  and 
even  in  the  winter,  when  these  pleasures  could  no 
longer  be  recurred  to,  the  day  never  seemed  long 
enough  for  his  pursuits  or  his  enjoyments. 

May  the  impression  never  be  erased  from  his 
memory,  nor  from  that  of  others,  who  partook 
with  him  in  these  pleasures  !  May  they,  to  their 
latest  day  upon  earth,  retain  their  love  and  vene- 
ration for  the  Sabbath ! 

It  is  with  pleasure  we  recall  to  remembrance 
another  of  her  little  grandsons,  who,  at  a  very 
early  age,  had  imbibed  a  love  and  reverence  for 
the  Sabbath.  Often  has  he  been  observed,  on 
the  evening  preceding  the  Sunday,  putting  away 
his  little  childish  toys,  which  nothing  could  in- 
duce him  to  play  with  on  that  sacred  day ;  yet 
was  there  no  regret  in  the  action ;  he  would  have 
scorned  to  seek  amusement  unsuited  to  the  sea- 
son, and  have  been  offended  with  the  person  who 
could  have  supposed  him  capable  of  it.  But  he 
also,  like  his  little  cousin,  enjoyed  the  rest  as  well 
as  the  comforts  of  the  Sabbath ;  and  looked  for- 
ward to  the  day  throughout  the  week  as  that 
which  was  to  afford  him  the  truest  delight.* 

*  Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  the 
aimable  and  exemplary  child  above  mentioned,  has  been  re- 
moved from  this  sublunary  scene,  as  we  humbly  trust,  through 
the  merits  of  a  merciful  Redeemer,  to  regions  of  bliss  and  fan- 
mortaliiQr.  Though  he  departed  this  life  at  the  early  age  of 
twelve  yeaiiiB,  he  was  enabled  to  set  an  example  of  maeknaas. 
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their  own  emplc^mentsof  a  Sunday,  would,  with 
an  eagerness  and  delight  as  great  as  they  could 
have  felt  at  any  amusement  whatever,  spend  hour 
after  hour  over  Stackhouse's  Commentary  on  th^ 
Bible,  in  which  there  were  a  munheriof  engravings 
from  histories  in  the  sacred  ydlume.  The  delight 
they  experienced  was  not  merely  from  looking  at 
the  prints,  for  to  fhem  they  had  been  accustomed 
from  their  infancy ;  but  their  chief  pleasmre  con* 
sisted  in  searching  in  the  Scriptures  for  the  texts 
referred  to  at  the  bottom  of  the  engravings.  One 
child  would  find  out  the  text,  and  dictate  to  the 
other,  who  wrote  it  down,  and  by  these  mea^s  they 
occupied  themselves  in  a  manner  at  once  proper 

ing  him  into  the  world  occasioiied  t^  death  of  his  mother,  and 
thus  broke  the  tie  of  happiness  between  his  parents  whidi  had 
lasted  but  one  short  year,  so  his  leaving  it  was  productive  of  the 
death  of  h^  who  had  performed  a  mother's  part  towards  him. 
One  of  the  daughters  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  who  kindly  undertook 
the  charge  of  him  from  his  birth,  overcome  with  the  excessive 
fiitigue  and  anadety  occasioned  by  his  last  illness,  acting  upon  a 
very  delicate  frame,  .suddei^y  expired  a  few  days  before  the 
tender  object  of  her  almost  maternal  affection. 

But  a  i$hort  time  before  her  death,  she  had  been  for  the  last 
time  she  was  capable  of  such  exertion,  praying  for  him  and  with 
him,  that  he  might  be  visited  with  heavenly  consolations,  when 
her  work  being  finished,  and  her  cares  for  his  eternal  weUhie 
nearly  ended,  she  took  as  it  were  the  wings  of  a  dove,  and  qoi- 
etly  fled  firont.this  vale  of  tears  to  that  happy  conntry,  as  it  ia 
humbly  hoped,  where  pain  and  sorrow  caxk  never  enter.  Tndy 
may  it  be  said  of  these  two  interesting  and  amiable  pegK>ai^ 
that  **  they  were  lovely  in  their  lives,  and  m  Aeir  £buaim  -Al^ 
weie  not  difided."  ■  ** 
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souls,  and  that  we  may  have  a  foretaste  of  hea-* 
venly  bliss.  ''  To  me  the  Sabbath  is  a  welcome 
day,  and  I  bless  God  for  the  institution  of  it ;  and 
yet  I  do  not  always  enjoy  its  pleasures  in  the  de- 
gree I  might  and  ought  to  do." 

In  reckoning  up  the  employments  of  the  Sun- 
day, the  frequent  participation  of  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  should  not  be  omitted, 
though  it  may  easily  be  supposed,  that  in  the  life 
of  so  pious  and  so  good  a  Christi^  as  Mrs.  Trim- 
mer, this  duty  would  not  be  neglected.  What 
her  sentiments  were  of  the  nature  of  this  holy  in- 
stitution, her  opinion  of  its  efficacy,  the  delight 
she  took  in  approaching  the  table  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  comfort  and  refreshment  of  soul  it  af- 
forded her,  will  all  be  seen  in  her  Journal,  and 
in  some  letters  written  upon  the  subject. 

Nor  did  the  zeal  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  for  the  ob- 
servance of  the  Sabbath,  rest  with  her  own  per- 
formance of  her  duty,  or  with  taking  care  that 
her  household  and  the  children  belonging  to  the 
schools  should  also  observe  it,  she  likewise  en- 
deavoured by  every  means  in  her  power  to  per- 
suade the  adult  poor  of  her  neighbourhood  to  pass 
it  in  a  religious  and  becoming  manner.  Amongst 
other  means  to  effect  this  great  purpose,  she 
wrote  to  them  a  "  Friendly  Remonstrance,"  from 
which,  as  it  is  not  much  in  circulation,  one  or 
two  quotations  may  be  inserted  in  this  place. 
After  telling  them  the  reasons  for  hallowing  the 
Sabbath,  and  the  way  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
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spent,  she  goes  on :  *'  Yon  whose  lot  it  is  to  labour 
for  the  maintenance  of  yourselves  and  families, 
have  but  little  leisure  in  the  week  for  what  are 
called  religious  exercises  ;  you  should  therefore  re- 
jmce  that  your  Creator  hath  set  apart  one  day 
in  seven,  in  which  you  may  lay  aside  your  bur- 
dens, refresh  your  souls  with  heavenly  comfort, 
and  prepare  for  a  state  of  everlasting  rest  and 
joy.  Instead  of  saying.  When  wilt  the  Sabbath  be 
gone  ?  you  have  cause  to  long  for  its  return :  not 
to  spend  it  in  idleness  and  Mrickedness,  but  that 
you  may  renew  your  strength,  learn  your  duty» 
and  enjoy  the  delight  which  Grod,  who  blessed  as 
well  as  sanctified ihe  Sabbath-day,  has  provided 
for  his  people.  Blessed,  says  the  Lord,  is  the 
man  who  doeth  this,  and  that  keepeth  the  Sabbath 
from  polluting  it,  and  keepeth  his  hand  from  doing 
evil.  Isaiah  Ivi.  2.  If  thou  turn  thy  foot  from 
the  Sabbath  from  doing  thine  own  pleasure  on  my 
holy  day,  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the  holy  of 
the  Lord,  honourable;  and  shall  honour  him,  not  do^ 
ing  thine  own  ways,  or  finding  thine  own  pleasure, 
nor  speaking  thine  own  words;  then  shaU  thou  de- 
light thyself  in  the  Lord  ;  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
hath  spoken  it.  Isaiah  Iviii.  13,  14.  You  may 
assure  yourselves,  that  there  is  no  pleasure  to  be 
found  in  this  world,  equal  to  what  arises  from  the 
religious  observance  of  the  Sabbath-day;  and  if 
you  once  get  into  a  habit  of  keeping  it  holy,  you 
will  never  wish  to  pass  it  in  a  profane,  wicked 
manner;  you  will  find,  by  the  peace  and  com- 


30 

fort  yoa  will  enjoy  in  it,  that  God  hath  really. 
blessed  ii. 

^*  With  if^at  delight  do  sincere  worshippers  go 
to  the  house  of  God  I  with  what  hiunility  do  they 
bow  down  before  Him!  how  fervently  do  they 
implore  his  favour  and  protection !  how  heartily 
do  they  bless  and  praise  his  holy  name!  with 
what  attention  do  they  hearken  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  preacher !  what  piou9  resolutions  do 
they  form!  how  cheerfully  do  they  return  to 
their  houses,  assured  of  receiving  the  blessings 
they  have  asked ;  because  God  has  promised 
them  in  the  Scriptures  1  how  peacefully  do  they 
close  their  eyes  at  night  I  how  calm  are  their 
slumbers!  how  refreshed  do  they  arise  in  the 
morning  to  pursue  their  labours!  for  six  days 
will  they  do  all  manner  of  work  that  is  required 
of  them,  longing  for  the  return  of  that  day, 
which  is  esteemed  by  them  the  best  of  all  the 
seven !  These  are  some  of  the  advantages  which 
are  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  God;  that  is  to 
say,  by  those  who  honour  Him  as  their  Creator 
and  Governor. 

'*  Come  then,  without  delay !  Do  not  let  ano- 
ther Sabbath  pass  away  unimproved !  Where 
can  you  begin  the  work  of  reformation  so  well  as 
in  the  house  of  Go  jyl  Life  is  uncertain ;  you  may 
not  live  till  the  next  return  of  that  holy  day. 
Come  then,  like  the  returning  Prodigal  in  the 
Gospel,  and  say.  Father,  /  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more  wortity  to  be 
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culkd  tkjf  ton.  While  you  are  yet  afar  off^  yoar 
Fathet  seeth  you ;  for  to  him  aU  htarts  ate  open^ 
and  he  is  ready  to  bestow  on  you  ihsXpard&n  and 
fdocc^  which  your  Saviour  purchased  for  repenting 
mmnera  with  his  most  precious  blood/* 

In  her  Meditations,  written  at  the  time  she  was 
preparing  this  **  Friendly  Remonstrance/'  Mrs. 
Trimmer  thus  expresses  herself:  ''  I  am  very  de* 
sirous  of  helping  the  poor  as  &r  as  my  ability  ex- 
tends. O  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  be  instru* 
mental  to  their  good !  I  will  not  shrink  back  for 
fear  of  trouble,  but  will  do  what  I  think  best  for 
them,  without  any  selfish  consideration.  O  that 
I  may  be  able  to  give  them  good  advice,  of  which 
they  stand  so  much  in  need,  while  such  bad  ad- 
visers are  abroad !  O  Lord  God,  thou  seest  the 
pains  which  are  taken  by  evil-minded  men  to  draw 
the  poor  from  thdir  duty;  vouchsafe  to  defeat 
their  evil  counsels,  and  to  make  the  poor  see  that 
their  interest  and  their  duty  are  inseparable." 

A  short  time  after,  these  words  occur  in  the 
Journal :  ''  Let  me  not  forget  to  note  down  the 
pleasure  I  have  this  day  received  in  seeing  such 
numbers  of  my  poor  neighbours  at  Church.  May 
they  continue  to  frequent  the  house  of  God  I  and 
O  may  they  there  receive  edification ! 

'^  The  children  at  the  schools  also  received  in- 
struction apparently  with  pleasure  and  attention. 
May  it  make  a  deep  impression,  and  lead  to  right 
practice !" 

But  though  so  ardMtly  desirous  of  contributing 
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to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  the  poor,  her  exer- 
tions in  their  behalf  were  likewise  extended  to 
their  bodily  wants.  In  sickness  she  visited  them ; 
in  sorrow  she  comforted  them;  and  when  her 
own  means  were  not  equ&l  to  relieving  their  dis- 
tressesy  she  pleaded  their  cause  with  those  who 
had  more  within  their  power;  and  thus  contributed 
not  only  to  the  relief  of  the  indigent,  but  proved 
beneficial  to  the  rich  also,  by  exciting  in  them  a 
greater  degree  of  charity  than  they  would  other- 
wise have  exercised. 

The  last  time  she  went  out  of  her  own  house, 
and  but  two  days  before  her  death,  she  was  em- 
ployed in  offices  of  this  kind,  and  with  an  energy 
of  mind  which  gave  strength  to  her  bodily  frame, 
took  a  walk  of  some  considerable  length,  in  order 
to  make  known  the  distresses  of  the  aged  and 
the  infirm,  to  some  benevolent  friends,  who  like 
herself  were  accustomed  to  visit  the  dwellings  of 
poverty  and  wretchedness ;  who  were  at  all  times 
ready  to  give  and  glad  to  impart y  thus  laying  up  for 
themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to  come. 

Amongst  the  various  ways  in  which  the  bene- 
volent feelings  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  were  engaged, 
mention  should  be  made  of  the  pains  she  occa- 
sionally took  to  procure  assistance  to  persons  be- 
longing to  the  sacred  ministry,  who  were,  firom 
unavoidable  circumstances,  struggling  under  the 
pressure  of  misfortune.  In  this  pious  work  she 
frequently  met  with  assistance  from  others  more 
powerful  than  herself.  At  one  time,  a  gentleman^ 
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who  had  the  dnpool  cf  m  itg^cj,  <i**^g^fni  ftr 
the  indigent  clergy,  or  tiKir  ^— "K^  M|i|Jif4  ^ 
her  to  recommend  pniper  objects;  by 
mean  she  had  Ae  satk&ctkm  of  bong  of  m 
several  worthy  and  reqiectahle  |>riwt.  At 
ther  time,  a  benevolent  fitiend.  wko 

a  very  considerable  smn  of  maBeyaannaBy  to  the 
same  charitable  porpoae, 
and  assistance  in  the  diiqwal  of  it,  aadtbas 
tributed  largely  to  her  happmem. 
The  following  letter  froaa  the  poor 

M ,  as  he  styles  himiylf, 

sure  and  comfort 
imparting. 

Madam, 


The  poor  lectorer  of  M ,  who  tar 

years  has  been  stmgglifig  with  a  smaB  precaiioos 
income  and  a  rising  £unily,  begs  leave  to  make  his 
humble  and  most  gratelbl  acknowkdgeflicnts  to 
you  for  your  great  kindness  in  piocoring  for  him  a 
most  unexpected  and  very  libeial  supply. 

Last  week  I  received  firom  Mr.  of 


twenty-five  pounds,  with  an  intimation  that  a 
ficu/^/rifiMf  (rfhishad  infonned  him,  that  this  som 
would  be  acceptable  to  me.  I  vras  fixed  in  asto- 
nishment, and  overwhelmed  vrith  gratitnde.  For 
some  time  I  could  think  of  nothing  bat  the  laige- 
ness  of  the  donation,  and  the  singolar  benefioeooe 
of  the  donor.  But  I  soon  began  earnesfly  to  cast 
about  in  my  mind,  m  order  to  discover  this 


34 

iiOiktr  frieftdy  U>  whose  active  benevolence  I  had 
been  so  much  indebted.  I  was  lost  in  a  variety 
0f  conjectures.    At  last  I  received  a  letter  from 

Dr.  K ,  informing  me  that  the  sum  I  received 

was  from  **  a  truly  benevolent  character,  who 
tttiually  expends  a  considerable  part  of  an  am- 
ple fortune  in  charitab|e  donations  to  distressed 
clergymen  of  good  character. "  A  truly  benevo- 
lent character  indeed !  I  bless  God  that  such 
are  to  be  found  in  the  world. 

The  Doctor  proceeds :  **  A  particular  friend  of 
mine  recommended  you  to  him."  In  conclusion 
he  informs  me,  that  this  friend  is  Mrs.  Trimmer, 
well  known  by  her  useful  publications. 

I  know  not.  Madam,  how  to  express  my  thanks 
for  your  successful  exertions  in  behalf  of  an  ob- 
scure stranger  in  a  distant  part  of  the  kingdom, 
who  never  was  a  candidate  for  distinction  in  the 
republic  of  letters,  and  who  never  figured  in  the 
pulpits  of  the  Metropolis  or  its  vicinity.  It  is 
evident  in  this  case,  that  you  could  be  actuated 
by  nothing  but  the  purest  benevolence.  May 
God,  who  is  love,  reward  you  stn  hundred  fold ! 
I  cannot  express  sufficiently  the  sense  I  have  of 
your  goodness :  I  will  only  represent  its  effects. 

You  have  rendered  my  poor  wife  and  me  quite 
easy  in  our  minds,  who  often  for  these  last  five 
years  have  been  very  anxious,  devising  methods 
of  economy,  and  deliberating  on  the  retrench- 
ments that  might  be  made  with  least  difficulty. 
You  have  enabled  us  to  obtain  a  great  number  of 
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The  early  rising  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  is  another 
circumsance  which  should  be  noticed,  as  it  was 
begun  in  her  youths  and  neither  the  habit  nor  the 
love  of  it  ever  left  her.  When  she  resided  at 
Kew,  before  her  marriage,  there  was  a  rivalship 
between  her  and  her  friehd,^who  lived  on  the  op- 
posite side  of  the  river,  respecting  early  rising. 
The  one  who  was  up  first  would  hang  a  handker- 
chief out  of  the  window,  to  be  seen  by  her  friend, 
as  a  sort  of  triumph. 

These  early  hours  were  chiefly  spent  in  com- 
mitting poetry  to  memory,  and  in  reading,  rather 
in  a  desultory  manner,  which  ihe  always  la- 
mented, though  perhaps  without  reason,  when  we 
consider  the  books  to  which  she  applied. 

She  had  a  favourite  closet,  in  which  these  stu- 
dies were  carried  on ;  and  she  used  to  read  aloud 
even  when  alone,  especially  poetry.  Milton, 
Thomson,  and  Young,  were  amongst  her  favourite 
poets.  She  could  repeat  great  part  of  the  ''  Para- 
dise Lost,"  and  of  "  The  Seasons  ;**  and  "  Young's 
Satires,"  almost  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
She  used  to  say,  that  his  Satire  upon  Women  had 
been  extremely  useful  to  her,  and  had  taught  her 
to  avoid  many  failings. 

She  could  learn  poetry  by  heart  with  such 
ease,  that  the  reading  of  a  page  over  once  or 
twice  would  be  sufficient  for  her  to  know  it  accu- 
rately. As  she  advanc^  in  years,  she  lamented 
having  forgotten  much  of  what  she  had  acquired 
when  youuf^  ^  ^^^  her  memory^  even  at  the  latest 
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Somethifig  ougbt  to  be  said  of  the  charms  ef 
her  conversation;  it  was,  indeed,  particularly 
pleasing  and  instructive,  without  the  slightest 
fuicture  of  affectation,  or  pretension  to  superiority 
of  any  kind.  Humility  and  benevcdence  were 
amongst  the  leading  features  in  the  character  of 
this  excellent  woman,  and  shone  equally  in  her 
Gountenance  and  in  her  conversation^  Nothing, 
however,  marked  it  more  strongly  than  a  simpli- 
city of  heart,  and  of  manners  rarely  to  be  met 
with.  Tndy  might  it  be  said  of  her,  she  ''  was  an 
Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  was  no  guile." 

fier  manner  of  recurring  to  Scripture  History 
was  very  remarkable  and  very  pleasing.  She 
would  occasionally,  when  walking  or  sitting  with 
one  of  her  children,  or  any  particular  friend,  talk 
of  events  recorded  in  the  Sacred  Volume,  till  you 
might  almost  fancy  them  recent:  for  example, 
when  she  was  speaking  of  the  death  of  Abel ;  the 
affliction  of  his  parents  upon  seeing  the  first-fruits 
of  their  sin,  in  ibe  destruction  of  a  darling  son, 
would  be  present  to  her  imagination ;  and  she 
would  represent  what  must  have  been  the  bitter- 
ness of  their  sufferings,  till  you  felt  for  them  a 
sentiment  of  pity,  that  had  never  before  entered 
your  thoughts :  from  this  she  would  recur  to  ihe 
folly  of  sin,  and  the  dangers  attending  it,  till  you 
were  surprised  that  any  one  shoiid  ever  give  way 
to  evil  propensities. 

She  would  also  expatiate  on  the  history  of  Jo* 
seph,  till  you  entered  into  all  the  jay«(  and  sorrows 
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0  divine  Lord,  I  highly  value  the  blessings  with 
which  this  world  is  adorned  by  the  hand  of  the 
great  Creator.    As  for  all  its  pomps  and  vanities^ 

1  despise  them ;  they  have  no  charms  for  a  soul 
lodging  for  heavenly  joys/* 

Mrs.  Trimmer  was  always  much  averse  to  read- 
ing books  of  controversy ;  and  never  liked  to  dis- 
turb her  mind  by  them ;  her  reasons  for  avoiding 
them  may  be  seen  in  the  following  letter  to  a 
lady  who  had  recommended  to  her  perusal  several 
works  of  that  kind. 

*'  You  certainly  have  a  right  to  study  divinity 
in  a  way  the  most  satisfactory  to  yourself;  and  I 
am  sorry  I  am  obliged,  by  reason  and  conscience, 
to  differ  from  you  in  so  important  a  point ;  but 
the  method  you  recommend  is  such  as  I  can  ne- 
ver adopt.  Thus  far  I  agree  with  you,  that  it  is 
proper  for  persons  in  advanced  life  to  think  for 
themselves,  and  search  the  Scriptures  in  order  to 
see  whether  the  things  they  have  been  previously 
taught  are  so  or  not ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  need  to  call  in  human  aid,  to  assist  even  a 
common  understanding  in  Jinding  out  the  doctrines 
of  the  Church  of  England,  in  the  writings  of  the 
Evangelists  and  the  Apostles ;  to  my  apprehen-p 
sion  they  are  plain  and  obvious ;  nor  did  I  read 
the  works  of  orthodox  divines  fqr  this  purpose, 
though  I  acknowledge  they  have  helped  to  estab-r 
lish  the  faith  which  I  built  upon  the  Scriptures, 
j»s  the  only  sure  foundation. 

f^  During  my  early  years  I  relied  upon  the  judg^ 


41 

ment,  and  took  up  the  opinions  of  a  parent^  who 
had  made  Polemic  Divinity  his  particular  study^ 
and  who  cautioned  me  against  following  his  ex- 
ample in  that  particular,  as  he  said  it  had  at  times 
greatly  disturbed  and  perplexed  his  mind,  though 
it  ended  at  last  in  a  firm  belief  of  the  doctrines  of 
the  Established  Church.    I  saw  this  dear  parent 
lead  a  life  of  exemplary  piety,  and  I  beheld  him 
die  the  death  of  the  righteous.     Convinced  that 
he  had  chosen  the  right  way,  I  resolved  to  obey 
his  injunctions,  by  avoiding  those  publications 
which  he  warned  me  against ;  and  when  I  came 
to  years  of  maturity,  instead  of  giving  up  my 
mind  to  researches  into  the  various  opinions  of 
human  beings,  I  set  myself  seriously  to  examine 
the  principles  in  which  I  had  been  educated,  by 
the  Word  of  God.    This  I  have  repeatedly  done 
with  the  most  perfect  satisfaction  ;  and  having  no 
doubts,  why  should  I  seek  to  raise  them?    I 
have,  it  19  true,  read  many  books  of  divinity ; 
but  very  few,  that  I  can  recollect,  of  a  controver- 
sial nature.    If  I  found  it  necessary  to  read  one 
side  of  the  argument,  I  should  think  it  incum- 
bent uponme  to  read  the  other;  but  surely  what  is 
requisite  in  merely  worldly  affairs,  ought  not  to 
be  extended  to  a  subject  in  which  we  have  an 
infiedlible  guide — the  word  of  God  ;  on  that  word 
then,  I  choose  to  build  my  faith,  in  preference  to 
any  human  authority  whatever. 

''  I  hope,  my  dear  Madam,  that  I  set  a  due  va- 
\\ip  on  the  excellent  gift  of  reason ;  but  I  am  fully 
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persuaded,  that  it  is  inadequate,  not  only  to  the 
discovery  of  divine  truths,  but  to  the  right  under- 
standing of  tliem  when  revealed,  without  the  es- 
pecial grace  of  God.  When  therefore  X  study  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  my  practice  to  humble  my  mind, 
and  submit  my  reason  to  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit." 

She  was  particularly  carefol  not  to  speak  of  the 
failings  of  her  fellow  mortsds,  and  always  endea- 
voured to  put  the  most  favourable  construction 
upon  their  words  and  actions.  It  was  a  favourite 
maxim  with  her,  thsU;  ^'  a  Christian  should  care- 
fully avoid  saying  any  thing  to  the  prejudice  of  others y 
unless  when  it  was  necessary  for  the  honour  of  Gtod, 
or  the  good  of  men''  And  to  this  rule  she  so 
steadily  adhered,  that  she  would  take  herself 
severely  to  task  even  for  die  most  trifling  devia- 
tion from  it. 

Accustomed  to  think  more  of  things  than  of 
persons,  greatly  intent  upon  promoting  the  good 
of  mankind,  and  the  glory  of  God,  she  was  not 
curious  to  pry  into  the  concerns  and  the  actions 
of  others.  The  education  of  her  children  when 
young,  and  latterly  her  literary  pursuits,  and  the 
various  offices  of  friendship  and  benevolence  in 
which  she  was  engaged,  interested  and  occupied 
ker  mind,  and  left  no  room  for  scandal,  or  even 
f<Nr  merely  idle  discourse.  Tenderness  likewise 
for  her  fellow-creatures,  and  love  of  her  Creator, 
and  Redeemer,  made  b^  unwilling  to  listen  to 
details  of  the  vices  and  follies  of  the  world.    To 
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fierv«Dit  prayer,  and  to  fynti  both  the 
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fiom  her  Journal,  to  illariiAlB  thn. 

extract  may,  hovcvcr,  Aofw  it  fiovcAiy.    Uj 
icme  occasion,  when  the  oriinaBeeB  of  God  bad 
been  sUgfated,  and  the  dmaisy  of  onr  bkaaed  S^ 
viour  demed,  she  Ans  <nfffi  hendf :  ^  O 
that  the  whole  race  of  wtMOriiiil  wonld  unite  in 
paying  thee  the  homage  and  adoration  ti 
justly  duel  that  they  wonld  acknowledge 
Kiag  of  kings,  and  Locd 
jealous  for  thine  honoor.  Lend  God  of  Hosts! 
Mine  eyes  gush  out  with  water,  becanae  men  dia- 
houour  thy  name.    But,  alas!  they  know  mc 
¥rhat  they  do!  may  dinne  grace  bring  them  to  a 
proper  sense  of  their  duty !    O  that  I  oonld  per- 
suade, if  it  were  bnt  ont  of  these  miagnided  per- 
sons, to  acknonriedge  the  dirintty  of  onr  Lord 
and  Saviour.'' 

The  great  delif^  n^ich  Mn.  Trimmer  took  hi 
contemplating  the  beanties  of  nature,  shonhi  wt 


44 

be  passed  over,  as  it  was  a  striking  feature  in  h^r 
character.  She  had  early  been  taught  by  her 
father  to  make  observations  on  the  works  of  crea- 
tion ;  and  had  such  pleasure  in  doing  this,  that 
to  her  the  mere  view  of  the  vegetable  or  the  ani- 
mal world,  of  the  clear  expanse  of  heaven,  or  the 
smooth  surface  of  the  water,  was  ecstacy  and 
rapture. 

It  was  her  custom,  whenever  the  weather  would 
permit,  to  walk  for  a  short  time  in  her  garden  at 
an  early  hour,  that  she  might  see  the  grass  and 
flowers  when  besprinkled  vnth  dew ;  and  her  de- 
light in  such  contemplation  was  never  satiated. 
But  then  she  looked  up  from  these  objects  to  the 
hand  that  formed  them ;  and,  reflecting  on  the 
greatness  and  goodness  of  the  Father  of  the  Uni- 
verse, was  lost  in  love  and  admiration. 

The  love  which  Mrs.  Trimmer  felt  for  the 
beauties  of  nature,  can  scarcely  be  more  accu* 
rately  described  than  in  a  quotation  from  the  life 
of  Dr.  Watts,  who,  in  this  respect,  and  in  many 
others,  greatly  resembled  this  pious  and  exem- 
plary woman. 

"  When  he  went  abroad  among  the  scenes  of 
rural  verdure,  beauty,  and  fruitfiilness,  like  the 
bee  in  its  industrious  ranges  for  celestial  sweets, 
he  was  solicitous  to  gather  fresh  food  for  heavenly 
contemplation,  or  fresh  materials  and  ornaments 
for  future  compositions.  The  pastures  covered 
with  flocks  and  herds,  the  fields  waving  with  the 
ripening  harvests,  the  groves  resounding  with  the 
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melody  of  the  Innls,  enfiiaied  his  pniseft,  iftd 
he  heard,   saw,  and  coaieaBaed  his  God  in  alL 
Hie  skies  by  day  stmck  hb  aoid  with  admiration 
of  the  immense  power,  wisdoni,  and  goodness  of 
their  divine  Author ;  the  mooQ  aad  starry  tnin 
by  night  increased  his  conceptions  of  the  Deity; 
and  in  the  open  mannscript  of  God,  the  wide- 
extended  heavens,  he  read  the  letters  of  his  great 
and  wonderful  name  with  profimnd  homage  and 
veneration.    All  that  met  his  ewe  or  ear  was  laid, 
as  it  were,  under  a  perpetoal  tribute  to  3ridd  him 
improvement,  and  consecrate  and  enrich  lus  mo- 
ments of  leisure  and  necessary  cessation  finran  Us 
studies ;  and  in  short  nature  was  only  a  scale  to 
his  devout  soul,  by  which  to  ascend  to  the  know- 
ledge and  adoration  of  God.^ 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  one  of  her  daughtos  a 
few  years  before  her  death,  and  when  she  was 
under  the  pressure  of  recent  alBiction,  she  thus 
expresses  herself.  ''  I  have  been  excessively 
busy  with  my  own  work,  and  looking  over  the 
MS.  of  a  friend.  I  have  fiitigued  myself,  but  my ' 
mind  has  been  kept  perfectly  easy  by  this  inces- 
sant employment.    Indeed  my  dear it  has 

been  more  than  ea^,  I  have  enjoyed  to  a  great 
degree  the  peace  of  God.  While  engaged  in  a 
work  which  I  trust  he  sqiproves,  a  sweet  serenity 
has  filled  my  soul,  and  when  I  walk  in  my  little 
garden  in  the  evening,  and  behold  the  beaiutiful 
flowers  under  the  br^t  firmament  of  Heaven,  I 
feel  a  delight  which  words  cannot  express.    But 
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I  do  not  expect  this  serenity  to  be  uninterrupted;, 
clouds  and  storms  must  succeed  to  sunshine  ill 
the  moral  as  well  as  in  the  natural  world ;  I  aim 
thankful  for  the  enjoyment  while  it  is  granted/" 

Again  upon  another  occasion  she  thus  speaks^ 
^'  I  delight  in  viewing  the  works  of  God,  igno-^ 
rant  as  I  am  of  the  excellent  properties  they  con- 
tain. They  are  very  beautiful  and  very  wonder-^ 
ful,  how  transcendantly  great  and  glorious  must 
be  the  Author  of  them !  Perhaps  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  explore  them  when  my  faculties  are 
improved,  but  even  now  methinks,  when  my  soul 
is  filled  with  admiration,  love,  and  gratitude  in 
viewing  the  beauties  of  Creation,  I  anticipate  in 
some  degree  the  happiness  of  a  future  state." 

In  a  part  of  her  journal  she  also  thus  writes^ 
''  as  I  read  descriptions  of  the  harmony  which 
prevails  among  the  works  of  God  in  this  lower 
world,  I  fancy  I  am  in  some  measure  anticipating 
the  enjoyment  of  the  next.  I  can  truly  say,  that 
I  adore  my  Maker,  I  admire  the  wonder^l  wis- 
dom, power,  and  goodness  displayed  in  the 
smallest  of  his  works.  I  long  to  know  more  of 
them,  not  from  vain  curiosity,  but  that  I  may 
glorify  the  great  Author  of  them — ^yes,  it  is  a 
delight  to  me  beyond  any  earthly  pleasure  to 
contemplate  the  wonders  of  Creation  and  Provi- 
dence. I  think  I  could  pass  eternal  ages  in  such 
employment." 

Again,  in  another  part  of  her  Meditations  at  a 
time  of  much  care  and  anxiety,  slie  says,  *'  this 
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vrorld  is  a  worid  of  tribiilitioB  !  Yet  it  is  a  w€rid 
of  comfort  and  c<Hisolatioii  too !  And  it  is  a  world 
of  hope ;  and  heavenly  pleasure,  may»  as  I  con- 
ceive, be  tasted  in  it  in  some  degree — O  it  is  cer- 
tainly a  great  blessing  to  be  brought  into  exist- 
ence out  of  nothing;  imd  to  be  placed  m  such  m 
world  as  this:  with  what  beauties  does  it  abound! 
How  delightful  is  the  society  of  the  good !  Haw 
sweet  the  tender  intercourse  of  relationship  and 
firiendship !  What  knowledge  may  be  acquired, 
and  then  what  glories  are  revealed  firom  Heavea 
and  held  out  to  future  expectation! — Yes,  it  is  m 
goodly  world,  thou|^  evil  be  sown  in  it.  But 
what  is  this  to  the  worid  beyond  the  grave  ?  Of 
that  my  poor  faculties  can  form  but  a  faint  idea, 
what  stages  there  may  be  betwixt  earth  and  the 
highest  heaven,  in  which  the  Majesty  of  God  is 
seen,  I  cannot  conceive ;  but  it  is  evident  frnn 
Scripture,  that  there  is  a  Paradise  in  which  those 
who  die  in  the  Lord  rest  fiom  their  labours,  and 
their  works  do  follow  them." 

Soon  after  the  publication  of  Airs.  Barbauld's 
*^  Easy  Lessons  for  Children^  about  the  year 
1780,  Mrs.  Trinuner  was  very  much  urged  by  a 
friend  to  write  something  of  the  same  kind,  bom 
an  idea  that  she  would  be  successful  in  a  amilar 
style  of  compoation«  Encouraged  by  this  opi- 
nioD,  she  began  her  *'  Easy  Introduction  to  the 
Knowledge  of  Nature,^*  which  was  soon  completed ; 
and,  as  this  specimen  of  her  talent  for  writing  was 
much  approved  by  several  of  her  friends,  she  was 
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induced  to  have  it  printed.  The  book  soon  he* 
came  popular,  and  still  keeps  its  place  in  schools 
and  private  families.  The  design  of  it  was  to 
open  the  minds  of  children  to  a  variety  of  infor- 
mation,  to  induce  them  to  make  observations  on 
the  works  of  nature,  and  to  lead  them  up  to  the 
universal  Parent,  the  Creator  of  this  world  and 
of  all  things  in  it. 

The  style  of  writing  adopted  in  this  little  work 
was  certainly,  in  the  first  instance,  suggested  by 
the  books  of  Mrs.  Barbauld  already  mentioned  ; 
but  in  composing  it,  Mrs.  Trimmer  seemed  to 
fancy  herself  conversing  with  her  own  children 
in  her  accustomed  manner.  It  appeared  to  her 
only  like  putting  down  on  paper  some  of  the  in- 
structions she  was  in  the  daily  habit  of  giving, 
which  made  it  a  pleasiug  as  well  as  an  easy  occu- 
pation to  herself;  and  the  form  of  it  was  so  at- 
tractive and  well  suited  to  the  comprehension  of 
children,  that  many  young  persons  who  read  it, 
when  they  came  afterwards  to  visit  the  author, 
expected  to  find  the  paddock  and  the  flower  gar- 
den, the  beds  of  tulips  and  ranunculuses,  and 
every  thing  precisely  as  mentioned  in  the  book. 

In  the  first  editions  of  this  work  the  latter  part 
contained  a  slight  Sketch  of  Scripture  History, 
with  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  God  re- 
vealed himself  to  man.  This  part  of  the  book 
being  much  approved,  the  author  conceived  the 
idea  of  enlarging  it ;  but  finding  the  subject  so 
copious,  and  that  it  was  the  one  upon  which  she 
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ctnil^  the  best  expatiate,  she  changed  iter  ihteti* 
tion,  shortened  what  she  teul  purposed  to  enlarge/ 
and  determined  to  write  annotations  on  the  Scrip 
tures  in  a  separate  work. 

This  latter  work  "tras  ome  of  considerable  labotir 
and  much  study.  It  is  entitled  '^  Sacred  History, 
selected  from  the  Scriptures,  with  Annotations  and 
Reflections,  adapted  to  the  Comprehension  of  Young 
Persons.**  This  publication  confirmed  the  idea 
that  had  been  raised  by  the  ''  Easy  Introduction,'* 
of  the  talent  which  Mrs.  Trimmer  possessed  for 
instilling  into  the  minds  of  youth  the  principles 
of  Christianity,  and  the  happy  art  with  which  she 
was  endowed  of  explaining  difficult  parts  of  Scrip- 
ture, and  making  them  familiar  even  to  the 
meanest  capacity. 

The  first  volume  only  of  the  Sacred  History 
was  published  in  1782,  three  more  followed  in 
the  course  of  the  next  year,  and  the  other  two  in 
the  succeeding  year.  Many  alterations  were 
made  in  the  second  edition,  and  still  more  in  the 
third,  but .  since  the  publication  of  the  latter  no 
change  of  any  consequence  has  taken  place. 

Of  the  various  publications  of  Mr».  Trimmer, 
perhaps  it  was  this  which  most  contributed  to  the 
great  improvements  effected  by  her  means  in 
education.  Before  the  appearance  of  this  work,, 
how  often  did  it  happen  that  the  tender  mother 
was  at  a  loss  to  reply  to  the  question  of  her  intel- 
ligent child  whea  reading  the  Sacred  Volume  t 
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how  frequently  did  she  wish  for  that  help  whictr 
was  now  afforded  her. 

It  is  most  probable  that  the  Annotations  and' 
Refkctiom  would  never  have  been  written  had  not 
the  author  been  the  mother  of  so  large  a  family ; 
since  it  was  the  want  of  an  easy  explanation  of 
the  Scriptures  which  she  had  herself  experienced, 
when  instructing  her  children,  that  induced  her 
to  supply  the  deficiency* 

The  reader  it  is  presumed  will  not  in  this  place 
object  to  the  perusal  of  part  of  a  letter  firom  an 
exemplary  mother  who  had  formed  the  minds  of 
her  children  by  means  of  Mrs.  Trimmer's  writ- 
ings. 

**  You,  my  dear  Madam,  have  been  my  model 
ever  since  I  undertook  the  very  important  charge 
of  educating  my  children  myself.  Your  prints 
adorn  my  school-room,  and  the  descriptions  of 
them  have  brought  my  children  very  forward  both 
in  Sacred  and  Profane  History.  All  your  other 
books  are  in  my  library,  and  from  your  very  va- 
luable ones—*  The  Teacher's  Assistant;  '  The  At- 
tempt to  famUiarize  the  Catechism/  *  7%€  Explana-- 
turn  of  the  Office  of  Public  Baptism  of  Infants,*  and 
the  *  Companion  to  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer / 
I  hope  to  make  them  good  Christians,  and  wor- 
thy members  of  society. 

**  Your  *  Sacred  History  we  are  now  reading, 
and  I  flatter  myself  the  early  impressions  they 
will  receive  from  your  excellent  Aimotations  and 
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EnmHmy  of  Charity,''  was  published.  Mrs.  Trim-'  i 
iner  was  induced  to  compose  this  work  by  the 
applications  made  to  her  respecting  the  forma- 
tion and  management  of  Sunday  Schools,  which 
Were  indeed  so  numerous  that  she  thought  a 
book  of  general  information  upon  the  subject 
might  save  trouble,  and  at  the  same  time  be  the 
means  of  inducing  many  people  to  undertake  the 
establishment  of  these  and  other  beneficial  cha- 
rities. 

The  diffusion  of  knowledge  amongst  the  poor 
is  now  become  so  general,  that  we  cannot  easily 
go  back  to  the  recollection  of  the  time  when,  ex- 
cepting the  old  established  Parochial  Charity 
Schools,  and  a  few  schools  endowed  or  supported 
by  private  individuals^r  there  was  scarcely  an  in-' 
stitution  for  the  education  of  the  poor  in  the  king- 
dom. Yet  this  was  the  case  before  the  establish-^ 
ment  of  Sunday  Schools.  To  Mr.  Raikes,  of 
Gloucester,  the  nation  is,  in  the  first  place,  in- 
debted for  the  happy  idea  of  collecting  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  together  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
giving  them  instruction  suited  to  the  sacrednesa 
of  the  day :  but  perhaps  no  publication  on  thi& 
subject  was  of  more  utility  than  the  '^  Economy 
of  Charity/'  The  influence  of  this  work  was  very 
visible  when  it  first  made  its  appearance,  and 
proved  a  source  of  inexpressible  gratification  to 
the  author. 

The  description  of  the  first  assembling,  of  a 
little  flock  of  untaught  children^  and  the  opening 
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4^  a  9anday  School,  had  doubtless  great  weight 
at  the  moment,  and  will  still  be  read  with  inte- 
rest by  every  one  who  has  assisted  in  similar 
works  of  piety  and  charity.  The  heart  will  bear 
witness  to  the  truth  of  the  picture,  and  glow  with 
delight  at  the  recollection  of  having  ever  been 
engaged  in  so  good  a  cause. 

In  a  letter  to  a  friend  she  thus  speaks : — 
'*  I  mentioned  in  my  last,  that  many  ladies  did 
me  the  honour  of  consulting  me  respecting  Sun- 
day Schools;  and  I  am  happy  beyond  expression 
in .  being  the  humMe  instrument  of  awakening 
their  attention  to  the  poor.  It  is  a  frequent  com- 
plaint with  those  who  are  well-disposed,  that 
they  know  not  what  to  say  to  the  children.  My 
scheme  therefore  is,  to  compose  a  book  which 
shall  point  out  a  series  of  instruction  for  different 
classes  of  children,  for  every  separate  Sunday  in 
the  year;  and  as  it  is  my  wish  to  render  the 
Sabbath-day  as  pleasant  to  the  children  as  possi- 
ble, I  shall  endeavour  to  convey  this  instruction 
in  the  most  pleasing  form. 

"  As  you  express  your  approbation  of  the  Eco- 
nomy of  Charity,  I  will  give  you  a  little  history 
of  the  occasion  of  my  writing  it.  Some  time  in 
the  last  autumn  I  received  a  message  from  the 
Queen,  desiriag  me  to  attend  her  at  a  certain 
hour ;  and  I  accordingly  waited  on  her  Majesty, 
who  received  me  with  the  most  condescending 
kindness,  and  told  me  she  had  heard  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Schools  under  my  inspection;  and 
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being  very  anxious  for  their  establisliment  at 
Windsor,  desired  to  have  information  from  me  on 
the  subject.  I  was  honoured  with  a  conference 
of  two  hours.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to 
the  charming  manner  in  which  tl\e  Queen  ex-^ 
jHressed  the  most  benevolent  sentiments,  and  the 
tenderest  regard  for  the  happiness  of  the  poor* 
My  Economy  was  written  in  consequence  of  this 
interview,  and  I  was  allowed  to  dedicate  it  to  her 
Majesty. 

'^  It  is  a  great  satis^ction  to  m^  to  see  so  many 
persons  who  h^ve  ability  to  relieve  the  distresses 
of  the  indigent  and  ignorant,  stepping  forward 
with  this  benevolent  view.'* 

This  work  went  through  three  editions  succes- 
sively, and  then  remained  a  good  while  out  of 
print.  Mrs.  Trimmer  was  frequently  soUcitisdto 
reprint  it,  and  at  length,  in  the  year  1801,  having 
revised  and  enlarged  it,  she  published  a  new  edi-r 
tion,  suited  to  the  state  of  charitable  institutions 
at  that  tiqie  in  the  kingdom. 

Nor  were  the  exertions  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  con-f 
fined  to  those  charitable  institutions  recommended 
in  her  "  Economy  of  Chftrity ;"  in  later  yearsj 
when  the  great  improvement  in  the  mechanical 
arrangement  of  schools  and  easy  method  of  teach- 
ing members  to  read  and  write,  &€.  first  began  to 
spread,  it  is  well  known  with  what  an  anxious 
eye  she  watched  over  those  institutions,  and  that 
not  solely  from  the  fear  that  any  thing  should  be 
taught  ia  them  inimical  to  the  Church  Establish-^ 
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FarmtnJ*  As  maJatm  wfll  be  Bade 
books  m  the  JoQEaal,  and  Iftewiae  in 
ters  wiittai  soon  after  the  pohhratinn  of  then, 
it  may  be  saffideot  in  this  plaee  to  txj,  that  the 
intuition  of  the  Author  vas»  in  the  fiist  ^■^■^iirry^ 
to  convey  to  the  lower  ovden  of  the  people  pn>- 
per  sentiments  leqiectiBp  the  trpatasent  of  am- 
aaalsnnder  afiumliarfinB,  soited  to  their  station 
in  life ;  her  ideas,  however,  soon  toc^ 
range,  and  instruction  of 
dttced. 

'<  The  Fambf  iimgmam^  was  another  work 
carried  on  about  this  time  by  Mrs.  Trimmer.  It 
was  intended  as  a  book  of  iastraction  and  amuse- 
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ment  for  cottagers  and  servants,  and  contained 
various  matter  which  had  a  tendency  to  improve 
and  lead  the  mind  to  religion  and  virtue. 

Each  number  consisted  of  a  sermon,  generally 
abridged  from  the  works  of  some  learned  Divine 
of  the  Church  of  England ;  and  of  descriptions 
of  foreign  countries,  in  which  care  was  taken  to 
make  the  lower  orders  see  the  comfQrts  and  ad- 
vantages belonging  to  this  favoured  land,  and 
also  to  render  t^em  contented  with  its  laws  and 
government.  Other  subjects  calculated  to  in^- 
prove  wer0  introduced,  but  the  principal  part  of 
the  original  matter  consisted  of  *^  Instructive 
Tales"  which,  since  the  Magazine  itself  has  beep 
out  of  print,  have  been  collected  ipto  a  small 
volume,  and  published  separately. 

These  Tales,  as  their  title  denotes,  were  de- 
signed to  convey  to  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo- 
ple many  instructive  lessons,  and  also  to  point 
out  to  their  superiors  the  proper  manner  of  treats- 
ing  them,  in  order  to  correct  many  of  the  faults 
peculiar  to  their  humble  station  in  life.  Th^ 
fiction  is  laid  in  a  country  village, — Mr.  An- 
drews, the  supposed  Squire  of  the  p^irish,  and 
his  Lady,  are  represented  as  having  a  tender  re- 
gard for  their  poor  neighbours,  and  as  greatly 
desirous  of  contributing  to  their  welfare  and  hapr 
piness.  The  character  of  Mrs.  Andrews,  has  by 
many  persons  been  supposed  to  resemble  th^ 
benevolent  Author  of  the  Tales,  and  doubtlesjj 
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kEngbikd.    Tlie|iiiwil  efftjas 
to  Mn.  Trimmer  dbe 


graved,  lepresentiag  ACeveat  ««■&  ■ 
to  hang  up  in  nui«rie*^  wiA  books  of 
tion.    She  accoiding^ 
ancient  history,  both 
wrote  descrqptkms  of  dbe  pnaia.     Hksc  at 
were  fastened  on  pastcboaid,  fast  tikis 
not  beii^  ibond  so  ooDweaMfli,  ikey  woe  after- 
wards boond  op  in  a  small  mlame. 

Various  altesatkms  in  these  litde  wwfcs  hawe 
taken  place  since  tibey  were  fint  pahliihcd  At 
present  the  prints  are  phrrd  at  dbe  head  of  the 
chapters,  and  not  eoDecled  m  separate  books,  as 
formerly. 

This  set  of  littk  books  cooesisIs  ai  ^*  A  Saits 
of  Prints  from  Amdcat  HkOmy^  wdk  Dttcrip- 
tiansT  ''  ASarks  4f  PrimU  from  tie  Oid  TiMm- 
ment,  and  also  one  firom  the  Xew  TatmmtM  *  '*  Am 
AbridgmaU  of  the  Reamm  History;^  and  ''  A  cam- 
cue  History  of  Es^kmi^  The  design  of  them 
was  to  initiate  yom^  reados  in  the  knowledge 
of  history,  to  give  diem  a  desire  to  study  it  more 
folly,  to  imprint  on  their  minds  some  of  the 
leading  events,  and  at  the  same  time  to  accos- 
tom  them  to  make  proper  reflections  on  what 
they  read. 
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Though  it  was  cartainly  the  Aikle  e<  Theodore 
of  Madame  de  Genlis,  which  was  the  cause  of 
Mrs.  Trimmer's  having  Historical  Subjects  en- 
graved, with  explanations  of  them,  yet  the  idea 
of  showing  children  prints  of  different  kinds,  by 
way  of  illustration  of  the  stories  related  to  them^ 
particularly  from  Sacred  Writ,  was  not  new  to 
her ;  she  had  always  been  accustomed  to  amuse 
her  own  little  family  in  this  manner,  with  such 
prints  as  fell  in  her  way,  and  used  frequently  to 
entertain  them  with  anecdotes,  to  which  the  pic* 
tures  or  prints  they  met  with  had  a  reference. 
She  would  probably  have  adopted  the  plan 
sooner,  if  she  had  seen  the  work  of  M.  Rollin  on 
the  "  Belles  Lettres*'  in  which  he  brings  forward 
the  same  idea;  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
Madame  de  Genlis  herself,  in  the  first  instance, 
might  be  indebted  to  him  for  the  hint 

"  It  is  much  to  be  desired,*'  says  M.  Rollin, 
"  that  there  were  a  number  of  prints  made  ex 
pressly  for  the  instruction  and  amusement  of  chil* 
dren ;  and  that  they  had  likewise  books  contain- 
ing words,  phrases,  and  little  histories,  adapted  to 
their  comprehension,  printed  in  large  characters. 

"  When  they  can  read  sufficiently  to  join  words 
together,  short  phrases  may  be  given  them  to 
read,  containing  some  historical  fact,  or  curious 
circumstance ;  for  instance,  Cain  killed  his  Brth 
ther  Abel,  through  Envy  of  his  Virtue.  The  child 
may  then  be  told,  who  Cain  and  Abel  were ;  what 
envy  is ;  and  why  Cain  envied  his  brother,  &c. 
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&c. ;  BXkd prints  of  the  thing  he  reads  about  should 
be  dbown  to  him. 

''  Fathers  of  families/'  continues  M.  Rollin, 
''  if  every  one  was  well  instructed  himself,  and 

careful  to  instruct  his  children  and  his  domestics, 
ought  to  be  the  first  masters  and  the  first  cate- 
chists.  I  read  with  singular  pleasure  what 
M.  Fleury  related  to  one  of  his  particular  friends, 
in  the  preliminary  discourse  of  his  Catechism. 
I  knew  one  man,  among  others,  said  he,  who  was 
omipetently  instructed  in  his  religion  without 
having  had  in  his  childhood  any  other  master  than 
his  fiither.  From  the  age  of  three  years,  this 
good  man  used  to  take  his  son  upon  his  knees 
every  evening,  and  relate  to  him,  in  a  familiar 
manner,  sometimes  the  .history  of  Abrahanl, 
sometimes  that  of  Joseph,  &c. ;  showing  him  at 
the  same  time,  in  a  book,  prints  of  these  histo- 
ries ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  family  amusements 
to  repeat  them.  When  this  child  was  seven  years 
old,  the  father  let  him  read  some  of  the  easiest 
parts  of  the  Bible  and  Testament,  carefully  ex- 
plaining whatever  appeared  difficult  to  his  com- 
prehension ;  and  during  the  whole  of  his  life,  this 
person,  thus  instructed,  retained  great  love  and 
esteem  for  the  holy  Scriptures.'' 

The  ''  Attempt  to  familiarize  the  Catechism  of 
the  Church  of  England,''  the  "  Explanation  of 
theOffice  ofBapiismT  and  the  '^  Comment  on  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,*"  succeeded.  The  last 
woric  is  in  the  style  of  the  Annotations  on  Sacred 


60 

History 9  and  chiefly  consists  of  comments  on  the 
Epistles  and  Gospels.  It  is  designed  to  follow 
the ''  Sacred  History/'  and  makes  a  volume  of  the 
same  size. 

Several  other  smaller  works,  from  time  to  time, 
made  their  appearance,  such  as  ''  A  little  Spelling 
Book  for  Children"  '*  Easy  Lessons,''  &c. :  but  as 
the  books  for  the  use  of  the  children  of  the  poor 
were  for  some  years  the  great  object  of  Mrs. 
Trimmer  s  solicitude,  it  will  be  necessary  to  turn 
the  attention  of  the  reader  particularly  towards 
them. 

She  had  long  lamented,  that  the  instruction 
in  charity-schools  was  given  in  a  very  superficial 
manner,  and  that  the  children  brought  up  in 
them  learnt  too  much  by  rote,  without  being 
taught  to  understand  what  they  thus  committed 
to  memory  :  but  when  Sunday-schools  were  set 
on  foot,  and  Mrs.  Trimmer  became  a  constant  vi- 
sitor at  those  established  in  her  neighbourhood, 
the  deficiency  struck  her  more  forcibly,  and  she 
applied  herself  with  the  utmost  diligence  to  re- 
medy the  evil.  Most  assiduously  did  she  labour 
to  effect  the  purpose  she  had  in  view,  of  improv- 
ing the  method  of  giving  religious  instruction  in 
charity-schools,  and  at  length  happily  succeeded. 

In  a  letter  to  a  friend  about  this  time  she  thus 
writes. 

"  The  honour  I  receive  in  consequence  of  my 
exertions  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  that  re- 
UgiojQ  which  is  the  joy  of  my  life,  I  most  humbly 


61 

ascribe  to  him,  who  has  made  me  ah  instrumeRt 
in  his  service. 

**  I  have  not  time  to  tell  you  at  present  what 
my  thoughts  are  respecting  putting  the  entire 
Scriptures  into  the  hands  of  ihe  Sunday  scholars. 
I  will  only  say,  that  the  more  I  reflect  on  the 
subject,  the  more  I  am  convinced  that  it  is  not 
right  to  supersede  the^figurative  style  in  which  they 
speak  of  God  and  divine  things,  my  opinion  is,  that 
whoever  attempts  to  teach  the  truths  of  divine 
revelation,  should  follow  the  method  of  the  inspired 
writers  as  nearly  as  possible.  This  will  be  my 
endeavour  in  prosecuting  my  plan  of  the  Sunday- 
school  Gatechist  It  is  certainly  a  most  laborious 
task,  to  open  the  minds  of  the  lower  kind  of  chil- 
dren  in  general  ;  but  most  people  are  surprised 
with  the  ready  answers  which  many  of  them 
make,  and  I  do  not  despair  of  their  attaining  a 
very  competent  knowledge  of  Christianity,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  profit  by  reading  the  Scriptures  at 
home  by  themselves.  I  say  this  under  a  strong  con- 
fidence that  divine  grace  will  accompany  our  zea- 
lous endeavours/* 

Again  in  another  letter. 

**  I  feel  myself  particularly  happy  in  the 
honour  her  Majesty  does  me  in  desiring  to 
have  the  plan  of  our  Brentford  Schools  adopted 
at  Windsor.  Every  day's  experience  convinces 
me  more  and  more  of  the  great  national  be- 
nefits which  may  be  expected  to  arise  from 
this  mode  of  giving  religious    instruction    to 
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the  poor;  and  as  her  Majesty  has  graciotisly 
condescended  to  become  a  patroness  to  the 
institution,  in  the  place  of  her  own  imrne^ 
diate  residence,  it  would  be  a  public  misfortune 
should  it  fail  there^  through  want  of  vigilance  in 
the  conductors  of  it ;  the  only  circumstance,  I 
think,  that  can  render  it  ineffectual.  Whenever 
it  is  convenient  to  you,  Madam,  I  shall  be  happy 
to  see  you ;  and  if  you  can  point  out  any  way  in 
which  my  humble  services  may  be  useful  in  pro- 
moting the  accomplishment  of  her  Majesty's  be- 
nevolent wish  for  the  success  of  thb  Windsor 
Schools,  I  shall  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity 
of  exerting  them.  I  have  the  happiness  to  see 
the  powerful  efficacy  of  royal  example,  in  the 
flattering  attention  paid  to  my  Economy  of  Cha- 
rity •  Numerous  applications  have  been  made 
to  me  since  the  publication  of  it,  by  ladies  who 
are  blessed  with  the  means  of  doing  good,  for  in« 
formation  respecting  the  plans  proposed  in  it; 
and,  as  far  as  I  have  had  opportunity  of  observ- 
ii^g>  ^  general  joy  prevails  among  the  conductors 
of  Sunday-schools,  that  her  Majesty  deigns  to 
give  an  additional  proof  of  her  tender  compassion 
for  the  lowest  of  the  people,  by  noticing  the  in- 
stitution. I  was  yesterday  at  St.  Paul's  Cathe- 
dral, to  hear  the  Sermon  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Charity-children  in  the  different  parishes 
of  London,  and  its  environs  ;  and  had,  in  the 
course  of  the  day,  some  conversation  with  the 
Bean  of  Lincoln,  and  other  members  of  the  So« 
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ciety  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge ;  from 
whom  I  had  the  pleasure  to  hear,  that  the  charity 
of  Sunday-schools  makes  a  rapid  progress,  and 
promises  to  become  general  throughout  the  na« 
tion.  I  beg  your  indulgence^  Madam,  for  trou- 
bling you  with  so  long  a  letter ;  but  on  a  subject 
so  near  my  heart,  I  cannot  be  so  concise  as  I 
should  othewise  think  it  necessary  to  be,  in  writ- 
ing to  a  lady  to  whom  I  am  but  little  known/' 

Again  in  another  letter. 

**  I  agree  with  you  entirely  respecting  the  or- 
ders of  the  Sundaynschool  Society,  they  are  too 
circumscribed,  and  yet  I  cannot  think  of  banish- 
ing the  Scriptures.  They  are  the  birth-right  of 
the  poor,  as  well  as  the  rich ;  and  I  think  we 
may  trust  to  the  grace  of  God,  for  making  theni 
ben^cial.  It  is  the  business  of  the  visitors  to 
open  their  minds  to  understand  them ;  and  I  do 
not  think  it  a  difficult  task.  The  girls  in  my  own 
class,  in  two  different  schools,  have  obtained  a 
considerable  portion  of  religious  knowledge,  God 
grant  they  may  make  a  proper  use  of  it  I" 

When  her  books  were  completed,  she  perceived 
that  they  could  not  be  of  all  the  utility  she  de- 
sired, unless  admitted  on  the  list  of  those  pub- 
lished by  the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge;  but  this  honour,  she  was  sensible, 
could  not  easily  be  attained  by  a  female  writer. 
The  books  too  included  in  her  plan  of  appropriate 
instruction  of  the  poor  were  numerous ;  and,  in  or- 
der to  have  them  admitted,  it  was  necessary  that 
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they  should  be  read  by  several  members  of  the 
Society.  A  considerable  portion  of  time  was 
therefore  requisite  for  this  purpose;  and  Mrs. 
Trimmer  was  unavoidably  kept  in  suspense  upon 
the  subject,  and  had  many  fears,  lest  they  should 
be  rejected.  She  therefore  endeavoured  to  bring 
her  mind  into  such  a  state,  that  in  case  she 
should  meet  with  a  disappointment^  she  might 
bear  it  with  equanimity ;  yet  still  she  owned  the 
mortification  would  be  great,  as  she  had  flattered 
herself,  that  by  means  of  these  books  she  might 
facilitate  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  be  an 
humble  instrument,  in]  the  hand  of  Providence, 
towards  spreading  the  truths  of  Christianity. 

At  length,  however,  she  had  the  happiness  of 
hearing,  that  the  books  were  approved  by  several 
of  our  most  orthodox  divines,  and  some  dignita- 
ries of  the  Church ;  and  that  they  were  admitted 
on  the  list  of  publications  dispersed  by  the  vene- 
rable Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge. 
With  what  humility  and  gratitude  she  received 
this  intelligence,  will  be  seen  in  her  Journal. 
The  reader  will  easily  suppose  it  must  be  great 
in  proportion  to  the  anxiety  she  had  felt  upon 
the  occasion.  That  her  books  were  likely  to  be 
extensively  useful,  was  a  circumstance  of  the 
utmost  satisfaction  to  her.  To  be  an  humble  la* 
bourer  in  the  vineyard  of  her  great  Lord  and 
Master,  was  the  height  of  her  ambition,  and  to 
assist  in  the  great  work  of  spreading  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Gospel  amongst  the  poor,  was  dearer 
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to  her  heart  than  any  worldly  honours  that  could 
have  been  conferred  on  her.  The  titles  of  these 
books  may  be  seen  in  the  iMt  of  iht  Soci^y  far 
Promoting  Christian  Knowledge^  and  therefore  need 
not  be  inserted  here ;  but  it  may  be  added,  that 
some  of  them,  though  (»igisally  written  solely 
for  the  instruction  of  Ithe  pow,  hare  been  found 
useful  also  for  children  in  the  higher  walks  aS 
life.  Of  this  number  are  the  ''  Teacher's  Assist- 
ant;'  and ''  TheScripturtCaUdusm,  Parts  I.  and  IL** 
with  the  selections  from  the  Scriptures,  to  which 
the  lectures  and  questions  are  adapted. 

One  more  book,  and  that  of  no  inconsiderable 
importance,  belongs  to  this  set.  It  is  entitled, 
**  A  Help  to  the  Unlearned,^  and  contains  a  short 
explanation  of  every  chapter  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testament,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  in 
the  Sacred  Volume.  This  work  may  probably 
be  considered  as  rather  above  the  comprehension 
of  the  lowest  orders  of  the  people ;  but  it  is  well 
suited  to  intelligent  servants,  and  has  been  much 
read  and  approved  by  many  persons  in  superior 
stations.  The  observations  upon  the  Epistles  are 
the  parts  of  the  book  upon  which  the  author 
laboured  most  assiduously,  and  in  which,  per- 
haps, she  has  most  happily  succeeded ;  many  of 
the  most  difficult  passages  being  clearly  explained, 
and  the  texts  of  most  general  practical  utility 
pointed  out. 

There  is  still  remaining  to  be  noticed  a  work 
of  great  labour  and  intense  application,  ''  The 
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Guardian  of  Education  "  Mrs.  Trimmer  was  led 
to  the  composing  of  it,  from  observing  the 
mischief  that  had  crept  into  various  publications 
for  the  use  of  children,  which  occasioned  her 
such  alarm,  that  she  feared,  if  something  were 
not  done  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public  to  this 
growing  evil,  the  minds  of  youth  would  be  poi- 
soned, and  irreparable  injury  be  occasioned.  Her 
first  design  was  merely  to  write  a  critique  on 
some  of  the  most  objectionable  of  these  publica- 
tions ;  but  as  books  of  a  dangerous  tendency 
were  daily  making  their  appearance,  the  idea 
was  suggested  of  a  periodicsd  work,  in  which 
books  expressly  written  upon  education  should 
be  examined,  as  well  as  those  for  the  use  of  chil- 
dren, and  a  general  view  of  the  subject  be 
brought  forward. 

Mrs.  Trimmer  certainly  was  not  aware  of  the 
extent  of  the  undertaking,  under  the  form  which 
it  assumed  ;  had  she  been  so,  even  the  zeal  which 
she  possessed,  and  her  anxiety  upon  the  subject, 
could  hardly  have  given  her  courage  to  make  a 
beginning  without  a  coadjutor  or  assistant  of  any 
kind. 

It  was  at  first  published,  monthly,  but  after  it 
had  been  continued  some  time,  the  work  being 
too  laborious  for  one  person,  it  was  determined  to 
bring  it  out  only  quarterly ;  but  even  this  was  too 
great  a  fatigue,  and  at  length  brought  on  so  se- 
rious an  illness,  that  Mrs.  Trimmer  was  obliged 
entirely  to  desist,  and  it  was  many  months  be- 
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fore  she  re?ccr<*red  tHe*  effect  of  her  grdat  exer- 
tions. 

Each  number  commenced  with  an  original  Es- 
say on  the  important  subject  of  Christian  Educa- 
tion, the  writing  of  which  was  perhaps  tie  least 
difficult  part  of  the  wotk^  the  subject  being  so 
familiar  to  the  author,  who  possessed  at  all  times 
a  great  facility  of  expressing  her  ideas ;  but  she 
found  it  a  most  irksome  and  fatiguing  task  to 
exainine  the  great  variety  of  books  necessary  in 
order  to  judge  of  their  respective  merits.  Many 
tfirough  which  she  waded,  were  too  iiisignificant 
for  particular  notice ;  and;  though  not  perhaps 
altogether  harmless,  had  not  faults  sufficiently 
glaring  to  render  it  necessary  to  animadvert  upon 
them ;  yet  it  was  essential  for  one  who  undertook 
to  direct  the  ptiblic  mind  upon  so  important  a 
point  to  peruse  whatever  books  were  professedly 
written  for  children. 

Since  the  death  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  the  "  Essay 
upi/n  Christian  Education,*'  has  been  published 
s^arately,  in  one  volume. 

In  the  year  1806,  Mrs.  Trimmer  published  a 
pamphlet  nnder  the  title  of  ''  A  Comparative  View 
of  the  New  Plan  of  Education/'  &c.  &c.  This 
work,  designed  to  show  the  dangers  attendant  on 
the  adoptibn  of  too  generalizing  a  system  of  edu- 
cation for  the  poor,  was  the  beginning  of  a  discus- 
sion which  has  since '  much  occupied  the  public, 
and  which  contributed  materially  to  the  rise  of 
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Tnm  the  shetdi  which  has  been  thus  taken  of 
the  murioos  pobticatioas  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  some 
vim  wax  be  fanned  of  die  Tersatility  of  her  ta* 
kmts>  aad  of  the  extmt  of  her  nsefubiess.  The 
tMMJfgf  Mother*  who  in  training  up  her  in&nt  race, 
has  lecetTed  assistance  from  her  labours,  will  rea- 
4St  hear  testiMoay  to  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
iiit4  firoaa  thes»  nor  will  the  lealous  patron  of 
^  pnw^  reiaae  the  tribote  dne  to  bar  exertions 
ut  dW  <M»  of  PietT  and  Chaiitj.  The  steady 
iwA^  «  tht  Chwch  <tf  fi^land  wiD  also  al- 
l^w.  ihaA  her  wntiniES  were  eminently  eakohted 
1^  $anr«i^  the  cawe  of  tfkat  Establishment,  to 
whtich  $hie  was^  boand  br  ererr  seatiment  of  rene- 
ntUMk  Mti  Njj?ftE<i;  wr  wiU  tke  Dissenter,  from 
it»  i^m^Sk  i>HMse  ker  tl«  pnise  of  a  gentle  and 

Hs>w  ifacwkhr  ftttaclKd  sfe  v«s  to  Uw  Charch  in 
wkkk  sW  w«ft  bcwi(^t  ^q^  (and  tbat  not  merely 
Irom  edttcfttkott  and  kadbitt.  bat  from  principle  and 
latiooal  convtetioa)  iwkttOKnble  passages  in  her 
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Journal,  as  well  as  all  her  writings,  will  clearly 
show.  Yet,  however  strong  her  attachment  to  the 
Church,  and  however  firm  her  conviction  of  its 
purity  and  conformity  to  the  Scriptures,  and  the 
practice  of  the  Aposdes  both  in  doctrine  and  in 
discipline,  this  did  not  shut  up  her  heart,  nor 
blunt  her  benevolent  feelings  to  those  who  dis- 
sented from  it.  Her  manners  to  them  were  always 
tolerant,  mild,  and  conciliatory,  and  she  ever 
treated  them  with  kindness  and  attention. 

Nor  was  her  benevolence  confined  to  those, 
who,  like  herself,  looked  up  with  reverence  and 
gratitude  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world ;  her  heart 
extended  itself  towards  all  mankind,  and  most 
ardently  longed  for  the  time  when  the  Jew  and 
the  Turk,  the  Infidel  and  the  Heretic,  should  be 
wiihin  the  fold  of  the  great  Shepherd  of  Israel, 
and  bend  together  before  the  throne  of  the  Most 
High. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  many  of  the 
virtues  for  which  she  was  distinguished,  yet 
others  have  doubtless  been  omitted,  which  ought 
to  have  been  named :  of  this  number  was  her  for- 
giveness of  injuries,  a  quality  which  she  pos- 
sessed in  no  common  degree.  Few  people  ever 
felt  more  acutely  than  she  did,  yet  none  ever  for- 
gave more  cordially.  She  was  ready,  not  only  to 
do  good  to  those  who  injured  her,  but  to  pray  for 
those  who  despitefuUy  used  her,  and  was  never 
so  truly  happy  as  wheii  she  could  show  kindness 
to  any  from  whom  she  had  received  ill  treatment. 
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or  conffBT  some  favour  on  one  yfho  had  offended 
her. 

In  characters  where  the  mind  bears  such  su- 
periority to  the  form,  it  is  not  expected  that 
ipuch  should  be  said  of  the  latter ;  and  with  re- 
gard to  Mrs.  Trimmer,  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
remark,  that  her  person  was  pleasing  and  agree- 
able, and  that  her  countenance  bore  the  marks 
of  a  superior  understanding,  and  was  highly  in- 
dicative of  the  benevolence  and  peace  which 
reigned  within* 

That  one  so  intent  upon  fulfilling  every  duty  of 
Christianity,  should  be  particularly  blessed  with 
that  peace  of  mind  which  is  graciously  bestowed 
as  a  reward  for  virtuous  actions,  will  not  be  sur- 
prising ;  but  it  is  encoun^ing  to  those  who  are 
desirous  of  treading  the  same  path,  to  know  that 
this  blessing  was  enjoyed  by  this  meek  and  pious 
Christian  in  no  common  degree.  In  innumer- 
able parts  of  her  Meditations,  and  under  trials  of 
various  kinds,  she  speaks  in  such  terms  as  the 
following. 

''  What  an  inestimable  gift  was  that  which  our 
divine  Lord  bestowed  upon  his  followers,  brfore 
he  left  the  world— ^peace !  that  peace  which  pass- 
eth  all  understanding :  yes,  I  can  bear  witness  to 
the  reality  of  my  Saviour's  bequest.  How  often 
has  my  mind  experienced  the  delight  and  com- 
fort of  this  heavenly  peace ;  and  praised  be  his 
holy  name  for  bestowing  it  upon  a  race  of  mor- 
tals struggling  through  a  world  of  sin  and  sorrow!' 
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How  could  I  gain  tranquillity — ^how  could  I  be 
comforted  under  the  sense  of  sins,  and  the  pres- 
sure of  worldly  cares>  were  it  not  for  this  blessed 
peace !  What  a  kind,  what  a  benevolent  Being 
is  God  t  I  cannot  speak  of  his  goodness  in  pro- 
per terms,  but  I  am  truly  sensible  of  it,  and  my 
soul  doth  bless  and  praise  his  holy  name !" 

In  a  letter  to  her  friend  Mrs.  Brutton,  she  thus 
writes  :— 

^'  You  are  very  good,  my  dear  friend,  in  per- 
mitting me  to  pour  out  my  heart  to  you.  I  am 
supremely  Uest,  and  while  I  say  so  the  tear  of  gra- 
titude starts  from  my  eye :  I  can  say  from  expe- 
rience, *  O  what  treasures  has  God  laid  up  in  store 
for  them  that  laee  hm :  even  before  the  sons  of 
men  f  but  while  my  soul  enjoys  the  pleasure  at- 
tendant on  the  esteem  of  die  good  and  pious, 
believe  me,  it  has  a  more  transporting  joy  in  the 
hope  of  the  acceptance  of  heaven.  O  that  I 
could  with  unremitting  labour  employ  myself  in 
the  delightful  task  of  instructing  the  ignorant ; 
but  alas !  the  infirmities  of  human  nature  press 
down,  the  aspiring  spirit,  and  I  am  obliged  to  sub- 
mit tti  many  hours  of  inactivity ;  for  I  make  it  a 
rule  to  lay  aside  my  books  and  pen  when  I  find 
my  mind  weary." 

The  manners  of  this  excellent  woman  accorded 
with  the  simplicity  of  her  character,  and  were  at 
once  mild  and  gentle,  modest  and  unassuming. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  there  was  a  civility, 
and  even  dignity,  in  her  deportment,  the  latter 
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rather  arising  from  the  real  worth  of  her  charac- 
ter  than  from  any  consciousness  of  it  herself, 
which  made  it  almost  impossible  to  avoid  treat- 
ing her  with  the  respect  she  deserved :  yet  those 
who  approached  her  with  most  veneration,  were, 
upon  further  acquaintance,  equally  bound  to  her 
by  the  ties  of  affection  and  regard. 

The  resemblance,  which  has  already  been  re- 
marked, in  Dr.  Watts  to  Mrs.  Trimmer,  respect- 
ing his  admiration  of  the  works  of  nature,  may 
likewise  be  observed  with  regard  to  his  humility. 
The  following  passage,  from  a  Sermon  preached 
at  his  funeral  by  Dr.  Jennings,  who  was  long  and 
intimately  acquainted  with  him,  is  highly  de- 
scriptive of  the  pious  subject  of  these  memoirs. 
In  speaking  of  the  humility  of  Dr.  Watts,  he 
says:  ''  It  was  like  a  deep  shade,  if  I  may  so 
express  it,  that  set  off  his  many  graces  and  vir- 
tues, and  made  them  shine  with  a  brighter  lus- 
tre :  and  as  this  grace  had  a  mighty  influence  on 
his  heart  and  temper,  so  it  had  ne  little  effect  in 
forming  his  sentiments,  for  he  never  thought  he 
could  be  laid  too  low  as  a  creature  or  a  sinner, 
that  he  might  do  honour  to  the  perfections  and 
grace  of  God ;  and  hence,  in  a  great  measure, 
arose  that  high  esteem  which  he  had  for  the 
Christian  dispensation,  which  is  so  apparently 
calculated  to  exalt  God  and  humble  man.  Nor 
was  his  humility  less  conspicuous  in  his  outward 
carriage  towards  others.  Hence  flowed  that 
condescension  and  goodness,  that  humanity  and 
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kindness,  which  could  not  but  endear  him  to  a  I 
who  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  him^ 
and  which  rendered  him  venerable  in  a  much 
higher  degree  than  all  the  honours  he  received 
from  the  world." 

On  the  15th  of  December,  1810,  Mrs,  Trimme  r 
having  nearly  attained  what,  in  the  language  of 
the  Psalmist,  is  called  the  age  of  man,  was  gently 
summoned,  as  it  is  humbly  hoped,  to  brighter 
regions,  with  scarcely  an  hour's  previous  indis- 
position, and  without  any  symptoms  of  illness 
that  could  alarm  her  family.  As  she  was  sitting 
in  her  study,  in  the  chair  in  which  she  was  ac- 
customed to  write,  she  bowed  her  head  u  pon  her 
bosom,  and  yielded  her  pure  spirit  into  the  hands 
of  her  Creator  and  Redeemer. 

Her  children,  who  were  accustomed  to  see  her 
occasionally  take  repose  in  this  manner,  could 
scarcely  persuade  themselves  that  she  was  not 
sunk  in  sleep ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  some  time 
that  they  could  be  made  to  believe  that  it  was  the 
sleep  of  death. 

To  any  one  so  constantly  in  preparation  for  the 
awful  summons,  such  an  end  must  be  considered 
as  a  blessing ;  and  to  her  family  and  friends  it 
was  certainly  a  mercy.  What  would  they  not 
have  felt,  had  they  seen  her  suffer  great  bodily 
pains ;  or  had  she  out-lived  her  mental  faculties  ! 
To  be  deprivedof  such  a  parent,  a  friend,  a  guide, 
and  companion,  was  in  every  way  afflicting ;  but 
perhaps  in  the  manner  in  which  she  departed. 
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the  blow  was  less  heavy  than  it  could  have  been 
in  any  other ;  and  if  her  loss  to  her  children  was 
irreparable,  and  never  to  be  forgotten,  yet  when 
they  reflected  upon  her  lively  and  unshaken  faith^ 
her  stedfast  hope,  and  unwearied  charity,  they 
rejoiced  in  the  midst  of  tribulation,  trusting  that 
through  the  atonement  of  a  crucified  Saviour,  in 
whose  merits  alone  she  confided,  she  was  passed 
from  this  vale  of  tears  to  regions  of  never-ending 
felicity. 
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Thjs  Prayers  of  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  are  gene- 
rally esteemed  truly  pious  and  beautiful,  and  are 
perhaps  as  much  upon  the  model  of  those  of  our 
excellent  Church  Liturgy,  as  any  in  the  English 
language.  But  though  so  highly  approved,  many 
persons  have  regretted  that  the  Journal,  which 
accompanies  them,  was  ever  laid  before  the  pub- 
lic. To  such  it  may  be  matter  of  wonder  that 
this  Journal  should  have  been  the  means  of  Mrs. 
Trimmer^ s  beginning  a  self-examination  of  the 
same  kind.  It  will  however  be  seen,  upon  the 
perusal  of  the  foUowiog  pages,  that  the  pious 
practice  from  which  she  derived  so  much  benefit, 
was  more  ^  record  of  particular  events,  and  her 
own  feelings  and  sentiments  upon  them,  than  of 
trifling  omissions  of  duty,  such  as  gave  rise  to  the 
censure  cast  upon  tiie  Meditations  of  ,Dr.  John- 
son. 

From  the  diary  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  many,  it  is 
hoped,  will  learn  the  duty  of  self-examination — 
the  comfort  and  delight  of  retiring  from  the  world 
to  search  into  the  secret  recesses  of  the  heart, 
and  to  hold  communion  with  their  God.  It  is 
also  hoped,  that  they  may  be  led  by  it  to  acts  of 
charity  and  benevolence.  All,  it  is  true,  have 
not  talents  by  which  they  can  become  so  widely 
beneficial  to  others ;  but  if  every  individual 
would  but  consider  what  is  within  the  compass 
of  his  own  abilities,  and  act  up  to  that,  whatever 
it  may  be,  he  would  soon  find  many  things  within 
his  power,  of  which,  ajt  the  outset,  he  thought 
himself  incapable. 
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Sept.  21.  I  this  morning  read  Dr.  Sam.  John- 
son's Prayers  and  Meditations,  which  affected  me 
greatly.  If  a  man  of  his  extraordinary  under- 
standing had  reason  to  lament  his  not  keeping  a 
journal,  how  much  more  need  have  I  of  such  an 
exercise,  to  keep  me  in  the  path  to  everlasting 
happiness  1  Delays  are  dangerous — good  reso- 
lutions ought  to  be  put  immediately  in  execution; 
I  will  not  therefore  defer  to  another  day,  what,  I 
trust,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  will  conduce  to 
my  improvement  in  the  practice  of  Christianity. 

And  now,  O  most  merciful  Father !  let  me  ear- 
nestly implore  the  assistance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit 
in  this  undertaking ;  teach  me  to  know  my  own 
heart ;  to  understand  thy  holy  will,  and  enable 
me  to  rectify  whatever  'I  shall  find  amiss  in  my 
temper  and  disposition,  and  to  practise  every 
duty  which  thou  hast  commanded,  both  towards 
thee  and  all  my  fellow  creatures. 

O  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I  acknowledge  thee  to 
be  the  everlasting  Son  of  the  Father,  the  Re- 
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deemer  of  mankind,  my  heavenly  King,  my  mer- 
ciful Saviour,  and  (through  the  union  of  thy 
divine  nature)  my  God.  O  Lord,  how  is  it  pos- 
sible that  1  should,  even  for  ai)  instant,  forget 
thee? 

Retrospect.  I  rosd  at  six,  and  passed  the 
morning  in  necessary  family  business.  At  break- 
fast I  read  Dr.  Johnson's  book,  which  melted  me 
into  tears  of  pity,  for  the  infirmities  of  such  a 
great  man,  and  of  humiliation  for  myself.  I 
poured  out  my  soul  in  a  short  prayer  for  divine 
grace. 

Sept.  22.  After  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep,  I 
awoke  early,  and  offered  up  my  prayers  Jo  God. 
I  then  looked  over  my  manuscript  of  Fabulous 
Histories,  and  made  an  addition,  which  I  hope 
has  a  tendency  to  do  honour  to  my  Creator,  and 
inspire  persons  with  right  sentiments. 

Sept.  23.  I  had  no  time  to  continue  my  Jour- 
nal yesterday,  and  so  imperfect  is  my  memory, 
that  I  cannot  accurately  recollect  the  occurrences 
of  the  evening,  nor  my  thoughts  and  conversa- 
tion ;  but  in  general  I  know,  that  they  were  not 
very  profitable  either  to  myself  or  others. 

I  passed  the  afternoon  and  evening  in  finishing 
my  Fabulous  Histories.  My  dear  husband  is 
greatly  indisposed.  May  the  Almighty  see  fit 
shortly  to  re-establish  his  health. 

Sept.  24.  O  merciftil  God,  without  whom  I 
am  a  poor  worthless  creature,  unfit  to  offer  thee 
any  sacrifice,  grant  me,  I  most  heartily  and  ear- 
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nestly  intreat  thee,  the  assistance  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit.  Animate  my  affections  towards  thee, 
and  enable  me  to  render  thee  acceptable  thanks- 
givings for  all  thy  abundant  mercies  from  time  to 
time  bestowed  upon  me. 

O  Lord,  before  my  infant  frame  was  broi^ght 
to  light,  thou  sawest  me  in  my  mother's  womb, 
and  in  thy  book  were  all  my  members  written, 
when  as  yet  none  of  them  were  visible  to  human 
eyes*  Receive,  O  Lord,  my  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments for  thy  goodness,  in  giving  me  all  my 
limbs  and  faculties,  a  good  constitution,  and  a 
rational  soul.  By  thee  I  was  sustained  whilst  I 
hung  upon  the  breast ;  thou  didst  protect  me  in 
my  infant  state,  and  didst  defend  me  from  the 
various  accidents  to  which  that  tender  age  is  ex- 
posed* Thou  didst  bless  me  with  good  parents, 
capable  of  suppljring  me  with  all  the  necessaries 
of  life ;  and  didst  bestow  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  benefits  upon  me  before  I  was  sensibid 
of  the  least  of  them.  Accept,  O  Lord,  my  un- 
feigned thanksgivings  for  these  also.  Let  me 
ever  retain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  them ! ! 

O  Lord,  in  the  season  of  youth,  when  numbei^ 
less  dangers  surrounded  me,  {when  the  pleasures 
of  the  world  put  forth  their  alluring  attractions^ 
thou,  by  thy  grace,  didst  preserve  me  from  their - 
fatal  contagion.  Many  instances  I  can  now  re- 
collect, but  thousands  have  escaped  my  memory, 
in  which  thy  grace  restrained  me  fi^m  error  and 
sin,  and  thy  Providence  protected  me  from  dan*- 
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gen,  into  which  thoughtless  inexperience  would 
have  precipitated  me.  By  my  early  removal 
from  the  place  of  my  nativity,  I  was  excluded 
from  youthful  companions,  and  thrown  into  com- 
pany of  a  graver  turn.  Many  things  which  I  then 
lamented  as  mis^drtunes  and  mortifications,  were, 
I  am  now  conviuQed,  the  greatest  benefits  I  could 
at  that  time  receive*  O  accept  my  grateful 
thanksgiving  for  thine  abundant  kindness.  Par- 
ticularly, O  Lordf  I  desire  to  acknowledge  thy 
great  goodness  in  giving  me  a  pious  father,  who 
taught  me  betimes  to  love  and  reverence  thee. 
i  recollect,  O  God»  with  pleasure  and  gratitude, 
the  happiness  md  comfort  I  enjoyed  in  having 
1^  affectionate  brother,  and  I  return  thee  most 
l|uinble  thanks  for  enabling  me  to  resign  myself 
to  his  loss,  and  to  rejoice  that  he  was  released 
from  a  pa^)iul  existenoe,  and  removed  by  an  in- 
stantaneous stroke  of  Providence  (as  I  trust)  to 
thy  presence.  O  may  I,  assisted  by  divine  grace, 
imitate  his  virtues,  and  at  last  join  him,  and  the 
rest  of  thy  faithful  servants,  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  1 

O  Lord,  I  bless  thy  holy  name  for  thy  great 
goodness,  in  giving  me  one  of  the  best  of  hus- 
bands ;  enable  me  to  perform  my  duty  towards 
him  as  a  Christian  woman  ought  to  do.  O  shower 
down  thy  blessings  upon  him ;  grant  him  health, 
strength,  and  cheerfulness  to  perform  the  ardu- 
ous twk  appointed  him.  Grant  him  peace  and 
«9.rmty  of  mind,  thf^th^  may  pass  through  this 
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life  with  comfort,  and  prepare  for  one  of  endless 
bliss  and  happiness. 

O  Lord,  let  me  add  my  sincerest  thanksgivings 
for  the  invaluable  blessing  of  pious,  discreet,  duti- 
ful children.  Continue  to  them,  I  beseech  thee, 
thy  grace  and  heavenly  benediction,  that  they 
may  daily  improve  in  every  Christian  virtue; 
and,  finally,  be  received  as  thy  children  into  the 
kingdom  of  thy  beloved  Son  !  O  preserve  them 
from  all  the  dangers  of  a  sinful  world,  and  mer- 
cifully grant  that  we  may  continue  an  united 
family,  interchanging  affection  and  good  o£Bces, 
and  serving  thee  with  faith  and  hope. 

Lord,  bless  my  dear  father-in-law.  Grant  him 
in  his  latter  days  peace  and  tranquillity  of  mind. 
Keep  him  from  sorrow,  and  let  him  set  like  a 
summer  sun,  in  glory.  And,  O  Lord,  teach  me, 
by  his  example,  to  love  thy  holy  word,  and  to 
consider  it  as  the  only  source  from  whence  I  can 
derive  comfort  in  old  age. 

Sept.  26.  I  this  morning  prayed  with  more 
fervour  than  I  have  been  able  to  do  for  some  time, 
and  felt  that  inward  peace  and  serenity  which  the 
world  cannot  give.  I  wrote  some  of  the  Com- 
mentary on  the  Epistles ;  this  employment  makes 
me  happy.  But  the  greatest  part  of  the  day 
passed  unprofitably ;  a  torrent  of  company  has 
obliged  me  to  waste  it  in  frivolous  conversation. 
These  sacrifices  of  time  are  unavoidable,  to  those 
who  live  in  society  in  an  age  like  this.  Yet  who, 
that  knows  the  value  of  time,  would  not,  like  me. 
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regret  that  any  of  it  should  pass  without  im* 
provement  ?  I  am  not  quite  satisfied  with  my- 
self: some  things,  which  I  recollect  to  have  said 
m  the  course  of  conversation,  were  hot  perfectly 
consistent  with  the  rules  of  Christian  charity. 
The  faults  and  errors  of  a  fellow-creature  are 
matters  of  commiseration.  O  Lord,  teach  me,  I 
most  humbly  pray  thee,  to  restrain  my  tongue 
from  evil  speaking,  and  to  throw  a  veil  over  the 
imperfections  of  others,  unless  their  good,  or  that 
of  society,  can  be  promoted  by  revealing  them. 

Sept.  27.  I  laid  me  down,  but  not  in  peace ; 
my  night  was  restless,  my  spirits  agitated  with 
various  cares. 

Why  art  thou  so  heavy,  O  my  soul?  and  why 
art  thou  disquieted  within  me  ?  Put  thy  trust  in 
€k>d,  for  1  shall  yet  give  him  thanks,  who  is  the 
help  of  my  countenance,  and  my  God  !  O 
delightful  reflection !  He  in  whom  I  trust  is 
almighty,  all-wise,  and  all-merciful.  Of  whom 
then,  and  of  what,  shall  I  be  afraid  ?  I  will  now 
pursue  that  delightful  work,  which  I  have  ever 
found  efficacious  to  the  composing  of  my  mind. 
I  will  open  that  divine  volume,  which  has  never 
yet  failed  to  restore  my  tranquillity,  amidst  the 
greatest  trials  and  afflictions,  which  have  ever 
befallen  me.     O  Lord,  prosper  my  undertaking. 

Sept  28.  I  hope  I  have  not  spent  this  day 
unprofitably,  since  it  has  been  devoted  to  family 
employments,  and  to  transcribing  the  Comments 
on  the  Epistles.     O  Lord,  assist  me  by  thy  Holy 
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Spirit^  to  understand  every  text,  and  enable  me 
to  select  the  best  exposition  of  them.  Grant,  I 
most  humbly  beseech  thee,  that  I  may  conform 
my  life  to  the  precepts  of  thy  holy  religion,  and 
prove  an  humble  instrument  in  exciting  a  love  of 
it  in  others. 

O  Almighty  Father,  eternal  and  most  merciful 
God,  the  universal  benefactor  of  all  thy  numer- 
ous creatures ;  how  can  I  lift  up  my  face  towards 
thy  throne,  laden,  as  I  am,  with  sins  and  infir* 
mities  ?  O  Lord,  I  acknowledge,  with  the  deep- 
est contrition,  that  I  have  repeatedly  offended 
against  thy  holy  laws,  though  they  have  long 
been  my  particular  study,  and  though  I  am  fully 
convinced  that  they  are  perfectly  just  and  holy, 
and  such  as  I  well  know  would,  if  followed,  be 
most  conducive  to  my  eternal  happiness.  My 
offences  are  more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of 
my  head.  There  is  no  health  in  me  :  I  have  no 
merit  to  plead,  for  which  I  could  claim  the  least 
of  thy  favours ;  and  were  I  not  certain  that  thy 
mercy  is  infinite,  as  well  as  thy  justice,  my  soul 
would  be  overwhelmed  with  despair.  But  I 
know  thou  wilt  not  reject  the  returning  sinner 
who  calleth  upon  thee.  I  therefore,  wiUi  hum- 
ble confidence,  founded  on  thy  divine  promises, 
and  the  merits  of  thy  beloved  Son,  presume  to 
implore  thy  gracious  forgiveness. 

O  Lord,  thou  knowest,  that  notwithstandimg 
my  errors,  I  most  sincerely  love  thee.    O  my 
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Ood,  the  first  desire  of  my  heart  is  to  render  thee 
acceptable  service;  but  how  can  I,  weak  and 
wretched  creature,  do  this  without  thy  aid  ?  O 
hear  me  when  I  cry  unto  thee,  as  I  do  from  the 
bottom  of  my  soul,  to  grant  me  the  assistance  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit.  O  Lord,  give  me  that  peace, 
which  the  world  cannot  give  I  Grant  me,  I  most 
heartily  pray  thee,  the  comfort  of  thy  help  again. 

0  Lord,  hear  me !  have  mercy  upon  me  :  deliver 
me  from  all  my  troubles,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus 
Christ,  my  ever  blessed  Redeemer,  the  King  of 
Olory,  the  eternal  Judge. 

G  Lord,  to  these  my  fervent  prayers,  let  me 
idd  my  most  grateful  thanksgivings  :  were  I  to 
spend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in  praising  thee, 

1  could  not  render  thee  the  acknowledgments  due 
for  the  mercies  and  benefits  I  have  already  re- 
ceived at  thy  hands. 

Oct.  2.  O  blessed  and  adorable  Lord  God, 
let  me,  with  the  returning  day,  renew  those 
praises,  which  were  last  night  interrupted.  Ac- 
cept my  thanksgivings  for  all  the  mercies  of  the 
night  past :  for  preserving  me  and  my  dear  family 
from  fire  and  thieves,  firom  sudden  death,  and 
other  calamities.  I  thank  thee  for  thy  great 
goodness,  in  vouchsafing  to  my  dear  husband  a 
comfortable  night,  and  raising  him  up  vnth  better 
health.  O  mercifully  restore  him,  if  it  be  thy 
good  pleasure,  and  grant  him  a  longer  continu- 
ance in  this  world. 

G  2 
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O  blessed  Jesus,  the  only  Son  of  the  most  high 
God,  the  Divine  Word  by  whom  he  created  all 
things,  the  Lord,  by  whom,  from  the  beginning, 
he  has  governed  all  creatures,  the  benevolent 
teacher  of  true  righteousness,  the  Redeemer  of 
mankind;  receive,  I  beseech  thee,  the  willing 
homage  of  a  heart,  which  earnestly  desires  to 
devote  itself  to  thy  service ;  which  seriously  re- 
solves to  obey  thy  laws ;,  to  imitate,  as  far  as 
human  infirmity  will  permit,  thy  divine  example. 
O  Lord,  look  upon  me  with  that  compassion  with 
which  thou  art  wont  to  behold  those  who,  with  a 
truly  penitent  heart,  turn  unto  thee.     Grant  me 
a  comfortable  sense  of  thy  favour ;  accord  me 
that  grace,  without  which  I  am  nothing.     O  gra- 
cious Saviour,  every  day's  experience  teaches 
me  to  set  a  higher  value  upon  those  inestimable 
benefits,  which  thou,  by  thy  meritorious  suffer- 
ings and  death,  hast  procured  for  mankind :  mer- 
cifully grant  me  an  interest  in  them.     Let  me 
never  lose  sight  of  the  glorious  rewards,  which 
thou  hast  promised  to  those  who  endeavour  to  do 
the  will  of  thy  heavenly  Father.     O  Lord,  thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee !  blessed  Saviour,  grant 
me  thy  benediction.     Hold  up  my  going  in  thy 
paths,  that  my  footsteps  slip  not ;  and,  finally, 
conduct  me  to  thy  glorious  presence :  as  the  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brooks,  so  longeth  my 
soul  for  thee,  my  Saviour  and  my  God ! 

Be  with  me,  O  Lord,  this  day,  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  pass  it  in  a  proper  manner.    Let  none 


'"^  "  ^  85 

of  these  sacred  hours,  which  ought  to  be  devoted 
to  religious  duties,  be  wasted  or  trifled  away. 
Preserve  me,  whilst  engaged  in  the  public  offices 
of  religion,  in  the  house  of  my  God,  from  all  wan- 
dering thoughts  and  anxious  cares  for  the  mor- 
row. 

Oct.  3.  I  rose  at  a  little  after  six,  and  began 
immediately  the  Paraphrase  on  St.  Jude's  Epistle, 
of  which  I  wrote  twelve  verses  ;  and  now  I  will, 
before  I  engage  in  the  business  of  the  day,  offer 
up  my  prayers,  praises,  and  thanksgivings  at  the 
throne  of  grace. 

O  Lord  God,  heavenly  Father !  I  return  thee 
my  unfeigned  thanks  for  all  thy  mercies  from  time 
to  time  bestowed  upon  me,  from  the  first  moment 
of  my  existence  to  the  present  hour ;  but,  above 
all,  for  the  means  of  grace  and  for  the  hope  of 
glory,  afforded  me  through  the  merits  of  our 
blessed  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ.  I  thank  thee 
also  for  the  mercies  bestowed  upon  my  dear  hus- 
band and  children.  Grant  them  grace  to  ac- 
knowledge and  improve  them  to  thy  honour  and 
glory.  I  thank  thee,  O  my  God,  for  all  the 
blessings  bestowed  upon  this  sinful  land,  for 
averting  those  heavy  judgments  which  might 
justly  be  inflicted  on  it,  and  for  preserving  the 
life  of  our  gracious  Sovereign.  Bless  him, 
I  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  with  thy  favour, 
and  grant  him  in  health  and  peace  long  to  live. 
Bless  the  Queen  and  Royal  Family,  and  grant 
them  grace  to  know  and  serve  thee.     O  Lord,  I 
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implore  thy  divine  pity  and  compassion  for  all 
who  are  in  any  kind  of  affliction,  either  of  body 
or  mind. 

Eight  o'clock.     I  have  passed  this  day  with 
tolerable  tranquillity,  and  I  hope  I  have  not  spent 
it  idly :  my  conscience  does  not  reproach  me  with 
any  great  sin  or  error,  though  I  am  sensible  of 
great  infirmity.     My  dear  husband  is  still  indis* 
posed.     O  Lord,  I  most  humbly  beseech  thee, 
preserve  his  life,  restore  his  health,  and  enable 
me  to  give  him  comfort  by  a  tender  and  sympa- 
thizing care  of  him.     Mercifully  grant,  if  it  be 
thy  good  pleasure,  that  we  may  live  together 
long  enough  to  see  our  dear  family  settled  and 
provided  for.     In  the  meanwhile  vouchsafe  us 
thy  grace,  that  we  may  live  so  as  to  be  objects 
of  divine  favour,  and  as  becomes  the  servants  of 
the  blessed  Jesus.     O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to 
take  me,  and  all  that  belong  to  me,  under  thy 
protection  :  preserve  us  from  all  perils  and  dan- 
gers ;  and,  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure,  add  ano- 
ther day  to  our  lives,  that  we  may  have  further 
opportunity  of  serving  thee  upon  earth ;  or  if  it 
is  thy  blessed  will  to  put  a  sudden  period  to  the 
existence  of  any  of  us,  O  pardon  our  sins,  and 
receive  us  to  thy  mercy,  for  our  dear  Saviour*s 
sake,  to  whom,  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  all  honour  and  glory,  world  without  end. 

I  will  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  take  my  rest, 
for  it  is  thou,  O  Lord,  who  makest  me  to  dwell 
in  safety.     In  vain  are  all  anxiety  and  care  with* 
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ottt  thy  blessing.  Except  the  Lord  keep  the 
city,  the  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain.  It  is  in 
vain  that  those  who  have  children  awake  early 
and  retire  late  to  rest,  unless  the  Lord  bless  their 
mdustry ;  but  he  will  give  to  his  beloved  9leep^ 
that  kind  restorer  of  exhausted  nature.  Lord,  to 
thy  hands  I  commit  myself,  my  soul  and  body, 
trusting  to  thy  fatherly  care. 

Oct.  4.  I  have  passed  this  day  with  great  se- 
renity of  mind :  my  dear  husband's  health  is  im- 
proved ;  my  children  all  well. 

O  merciful  God,  by  whose  providence  I  am 
brought  to  the  conclusion  of  another  day,  recdve 
my  most  humble  acknowledgments  of  thy  great 
goodness,  in  thus  extending  my  life.  O  grant  me 
thy  grace,  that  not  a  minute  of  the  future  time 
thou  art  pleased  to  allot  me,  may  pass  without 
improvement.  I  praise  thy  holy  name  for  all  the 
blessings  of  creation,  preservation,  redemption, 
and  sanctification.  May  I  ever  keep  in  mind 
that  thou  art  the  everlasting  source  of  them ; 
that  without  thy  creative  power  I  should  have 
been  nothing ;  without  thy  preserving  power,  I 
should  have  perished  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  light, 
nay,  before  I  was  bom  into  the  world.  Without 
thy  redeeming  love,  I  could  have  had  no  hopes 
of  a  happy  and  eternal  life;  and  without  thy 
sanctifying  grace,  I  could  never  have  gained  ad* 
mittance  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 

O  Lord,  my  heart  is  willing  to  pray,  but  bodily 
infirmity  and  fatigue  overpower  my  faculties ;  I 
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must  seek  that  refreshment  and  repose  which  thou 
graciously  grantest  to  the  weary.  O  guard  me 
while  I  am  lost  in  forgetfulness,  whilst  my  natu- 
ral powers  both  of  body  and  mind  are  suspended « 
Keep  me  from  all  dangers,  and  grant  me  quiet 
sleep ;  vouchsafe  to  my  dear  husband  a  perfect 
recovery,  and  take  my  children  also  to  the  arms 
of  thy  mercy.  O  Lord,  mercifully  pardon  the 
imperfections  of  my  prayers,  and  save  me,  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake.    Amen  ! 

O  merciful  Saviour,  whom  my  soul  honours 
with  the  most  profound  veneration ;  whom,  with 
the  full  consent  of  my  reason,  I  acknowledge  to 
be  the  divine  Word,  the  eternal  Son  of  the  eternal 
Father,  God  truly  and  essentially  incarnate  in 
human  nature.  O  grant  me  the  aid  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit  in  that  work  which  is  designed  to  assist 
the  young  and  ignorant  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures.  The  perusal  of  this  holy  volume  con- 
tinually makes  my  heart  to  glow  with  the  delight- 
ful sensations  of  hope,  joy,  and  gratitude.  O  open 
thou  my  mind,  that  I  may  fully  understand  what 
relates  to  thy  divinity,  and  enable  me  to  convey 
this  knowledge  to  others.  In  this  heavenly  sci- 
ence mere  human  reason  can  go  but  a  little  way ; 
by  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  alone,  can  divine 
revelation  be  understood.  With  the  humblest 
sense  of  my  own  inability  therefore,  O  blessed 
Lord,  I  apply  myself  to  thee,  beseeching  thee  to 
vouchsafe  me,  in  this  important  undertaking,  the 
guidance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.     Grant  that  I  may 
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Hither  entertain  erroneous  opinions,  nor  propa- 
gfaie  them  in  the  world ;  and  graciously  give  suc- 
cess to  my  labours,  so  far  as  they  are  consistent 
with  the  honour  of  thy  holy  religion.  Make  me 
bi  humble  instrument  of  rescuing  thy  holy  name 
from  contempt.  O  blessed  Saviour,  with  grief 
rf  mind  do  I  hear  it  derided.  With  sorrow  I 
new  the  attempts  of  weak  men  to  derogate  from 
thy  glory,  and  level  thee  to  the  rank  of  mere 
mortality.  O  vindicate  thy  cause  :  change  the 
hearts  of  those  mistaken  persons,  and  enlighten 
their  minds,  that  they  may  know  thee  as  thou 
art,  whilst  they  have  opportunity  to  repent  be- 
fore that  awful  day,  when  thou  shalt  appear  in 
dreadful  majesty,  as  the  Judge  of  all  the  world. 
Mercifully  grant,  that  I  may  constantly  bear  in 
mmd  the  account  which  I  must  render  at  this 
dreadfu]  tribunal ;  and  that  when  the  last  trum- 
pet shall  sound,  I  may  joyfully  obey  its  sum- 
mons, to  meet  thee,  my  blessed  Lord,  in  the  air, 
and  follow  thee  to  thy  heavenly  kingdom,  where 
thou  sittest  at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father ; 
to  whom,  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all 
honour  and  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen. 

Oct.  8.  I  had  a  comfortable  serene  night,  and 
rose  a  little  after  six,  and  went  on  with  the  Pa- 
raphrase of  St  John's  Epistles.  I  am  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  divinity  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer. 

O  Lord,  the  eternal  and  ever-glorious  God, 
whodwellest  in  the  light  which  cannot  be  ap- 
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proached  i  before  whose  awful  presence  the  high- 
est angel  bows  down  with  the  profoundest  vene- 
ration :  in  what  language  shall  a  poor,  sinful  mor- 
tal address  thee  ?  O  Lord,  I  am  sensible  of  the 
imperfections  of  my  nature,  which  I  have  still 
debased  by  sin,  and  should  not  dare  so  much j  as 
to  lift  up  my  eyes  unto  heaven,  but  that  thou  hast 
graciously  invited  me  to  come  unto  thee,  and 
hast  appointed  a  mean  of  rendering  me  worthy  to 
approach  thee.  With  the  utmost  gratitude  I 
avail  myself  of  thy  grace,  and  cast  myself  before 
thee,  imploring  thy  mercy  and'  favour,  for  the 
sake  of  my  blessed  Redeemer.  O  merciful  Fa- 
ther, save  me,  I  most  earnestly  beseech  thee,  for 
his  sake — ^let  his  merits  and  intercessions  prevail 
in  my  behalf — ^wash  me  in  his  blood,  cleanse  me 
from  all  my  former  sins  ;  and  assist  me»  I  humbly 
beseech  thee,  in  avoiding  a  repetition  of  them. 

Psalm  1st.  O  Lord,  thou  hast  pronounced  him 
blessed  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel  of  the 
ungodly,  neither  standeth  in  the  way  of  sinners. 
Grant  me  thy  grace,  that  I  may  be  able  to  obtain 
this  blessing ! 

My  delight  is  in  thy  law,  and  in  thy  law  do  I 
meditate  day  and  night.  Grant  that  I  may  be 
like  a  tree  planted  by  the  water  side  that  bringeth 
forth  his  fruit  in  due  season  :  let  the  effect  of  my 
meditation  be  good  works. 

Grant  to  me  and  my  dear  family,  I  most  hum- 
bly beseech  thee,  such  a  share  of  worldly  pros- 
perity as  is  consistent  with  our  interest  in  thy 
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eternal  kingdom:  and  midke  all  things  that  are 
done  agreeably  to  thy  Holy  Will^  to  prosper  in 
our  hands  I 

I  Let  us  not  be  like  the  ungodly  when  the  wind 
diiveth  them  like  chaff ;  neither  let  us  perish  in 
Uie  day  of  judgment,  but  preserve  us  among 
the  congregation  of  the  righteous ! 

Psalm  2d.  O  Lord  Almighty  Father,  I  do  not 
oppose  the  King  whom  thou  hast  set  up  on  thy 
holy  hill  of  Sion.  I  acknowledge  thy  divine  Son, 
I  win  serve  him  with  fear,  and  rejoice  before  him 
with  reverence  all  the  days  of  my  life.  I  am 
teady  to  pay  him  daily  homage.  O  lay  not  the 
rod  of  thy  wrath  upon  me,  but  bless  me,  for  I 
trust  in  my  Saviour ! 

Nov.  19.  O  gracious  God !  accept  my  un- 
fidgned  praises  and  thanksgivings  for  all  thy 
mercies  from  time  to  time  bestowed  upon  me  and 
my  dear  family :  particularly  for  the  means  of 
grace  and  hopes  of  glory.  I  thank  thee  for  the 
pious  dispositions  of  my  dear  children.  O  Lord, 
shower  down  upon  them  thy  heavenly  benedic- 
tion, and  grant  that  they  may  be  thy  faithful  ser- 
vants to  the  end  of  life,  and  in  the  world  to  come 
partakers  of  the  kingdom  of  thy  dear  Son.  Lord, 
bless  us  and  keep  us ;  make  thy  face  to  shine 
upon  us,  and  be  gracious  unto  us  I  Lift  up  the 
light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us,  and  grant  us 
peace.    Amen  ;    O  Lord,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

Nov.  23.  O  Lord,  every  day  thou  renewest 
thy  blessings,  and  every  day  will  I  renew  my 
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praises.  My  voice  shalt  thou  hear  betimes  in  the 
morning,  early  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my 
prayer  unto  thee.  Praised  be  thy  name,  O  Lord, 
for  all  thy  blessings  bestowed  upon  mankind  in 
general;  particularly  for  those  of  creation  and 
redemption.  Praised  be  thy  holy  name  for  the 
blessings  bestowed  upon  this  country,  and  our 
good  sovereign.  Praised  be  thy  holy  name,  for 
that  share  of  them  which  thou  hast  graciously  allot- 
ted to  my  dear  family.  Praised  be  thy  holy  name, 
for  the  particular  mercies  bestowed  upon  me  in 
my  own  person.  O  Lord,  give  to  all  thy  faith- 
ful people  grace  that  they  may  be  sensible  of 
the  benefits  they  enjoy  and  be  thankful  for 
them. 

Dec.  4.  What  a  chasm  in  my  Journal :  various 
are  my  avocations,  yet  henceforth  I  resolve  to 
keep  a  stricter  account  of  my  time.  How  those 
days  whioh  I  have  missed  have  been  passed  I 
cannot  perfectly  recollect.  This  day  it  shall  be 
my  endeavour  to  raise  my  thoughts  to  God  and 
to  pass  the  Sabbath  in  an  acceptable  manner. 

O  my  soul,  I  will  ever  rejoice  in  thy  salvation ; 
blessed  Saviour,  I  am  truly  sensible  of  the  in- 
estimable value  of  those  privileges  which  thou 
hast  purchased  for  me,  and  to  possess  them  is 
the  highest  object  of  my  wishes. 

'*  Do  I  not  love  thee,  O  my  Lord  ? 
Behold  my  heart  and  see, 
Would  I  not  turn  each  idol  out. 
That  dares  to  rival  thee  ? 
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Hsit  tbou  a  kmb  in  all  thy  flock, 
I  would  ditcbdn  to  feed  f 
Hast  thou  a  fee  before  whoie  fiiccy 
I  foar  thy  caiue  to  plead  ? 

Would  not  my  ardent  spirit  vie. 
With  angds  round  thy  throne, 
To  execate  thy  sacred  will, 
And  make  diy  g^ory  known  f 

Would  not  my  heart  pour  forth  its  blood, 
In  honor  of  diy  name  t 
And  challenge  die  cdd  hand  of  death 
To  danqp  the  immortal  flame  f 

Thou knowst Ilore thee,  giadous Lord ! 
But  O I  I  long  to  soar 
Far  from  the  sphere  of  mortal  joys, 
And  learn  to  love  thee  more*." 

I  beseech  thee,  O  merciful  Lord,  to  assist  me 
with  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  the  work  I  am  now  going 
to  pursue,  enlighten  my  understanding,  that  I 
may  perfectly  comprehend  the  truths  and  doc- 
trines of  thy  Holy  Religion,  and  teach  me  to  com- 
municate this  knowledge  to  others.  O  Lord, 
look  with  pity  upon  the  rising  generation  of 
youth,  and  rescue  them  from  the  dreadful  effects 
of  vice  and  infidelity,  that  this  kingdom  may  be 
a  holy  nation  devoted  to  thy  service,  and  that 
thy  Tabernacle  may  abide  in  it.    Amen !  Amen ! 

Dec.  13.  On  Sunday  I  was  not  able  to  go  to 
Church,  my  little  girl  being  very  ill.  I  regretted 
very  much  missing  the  sacrament. 

♦  Dr.  Watts. 
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O  Lord  and  Heavenly  Father,  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  supreme  excellency  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  that  he  is  superior  to  the  highest 
of  created  Beings.  I  am  ready  to  obey  his  Gos- 
pel as  a  heavenly  call  to  faith  and  obedience.  I 
look  forward  with  hope  and  confidence  to  the 
eternal  rest  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  thy 
faithful  servants :  mercifully  grant  me  thy  grace, 
that  I  may  be  preserved  from  the  deceitfulness 
of  sin,  and  ever  retain  the  confidence  of  my  hope. 

0  Lord  Jesus  Christ!  the  same  yesterday,  to 
day,  and  for  ever,  receive  the  willing  homage  of 
my  heart.  O  guide  me,  lead  me,  protect  me, 
bless  me !  Take  also  my  dear  husband  and  chil- 
dren under  thy  divine  guidance  and  protection ; 
preserve  us  from  all  the  perils  of  the  approaching 
night,  and  raise  us  up  again  to  praise  thee ! 
Praised  be  thy  mercy,  O  my  God !  for  that  peace 
and  serenity  thou  hast  lately  afforded  me;  gra- 
ciously continue  to  me  this  invaluable  blessing. 
Amen!  Amen.     > 

Dec.  18.  From  the  day  I  wrote  my  Journal 
last,  I  have  found  no  time  to  continue  it^  through 
close  attention  to  the  Paraphrase.  I  mean  to  re- 
strain myself  firom  too  eager  a  pursuit  of  thig 
work,  for  one  duty  must  not  supersede  another* 

1  do  not  recollect  any  particular  foUy  or  sin,  but 
such  as  I  trust  will  be  imputed  to  the  infirmity  ef 
human  nature,  and  pardoned  for  my  dear  lEl^ 
deemer's  sake. 

Dec  24.  I  was  previ^ted  firom  going  to  ^ 
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on  Sunday  morning,  my  little  girl  continuing  very 
ilL  I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  prayers,  in  the 
evening  I  wrote  the  Paraphrase,  and  read  one  of 
Jortin  s  Sermons  to  the  family.  The  week  has 
been  a  very  busy  one,  I  have  had  but  little  time 
for  retirement,  what  I  have  had  has  been  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  Paraphrase,  in  which  I  have  made 
some  progress. 

O  merciful  Father,  with  the  humblest  gratitude 
I  renew  my  praises  and  thanksgivings,  for  all  thy 
mercies  bestowed  upon  me  and  my  family,  par- 
ticularly for  those  of  the  last  week,  earnestly  im- 
ploring a  continuance  of  thy  grace  and  heavenly 
benediction.  Blessed  Jesus,  I  am  resolved  if  my 
life  be  spared  till  to-morrow,  to  renew  my  bap- 
tismal vow  at  thine  altar :  be  graciously  pleased 
to  prepare  my  heart  by  the  influence  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  that  I  may  celebrate  this  holy  ordinance 
in  an  acceptable  manner.  O  heavenly  Father,  to 
thy  divine  protection  I  resign  myself,  my  dear 
husband  and  children,  humbly  trusting  to  thy 
providential  care  for  our  preservation  from  all  the 
perils  of  darkness ;  mercifully  pardon  all  those 
sins  which  have  rendered  us  unworthy  of  thy 
favour,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  our  blessed  Re- 
deemer. 

Dec.  31.  In  casting  my  thoughts  back  on  the 
preceding  year,  I  reflect  with  the  utmost  grati- 
tude on  the  goodness  and  loving  kindness  of  my 
heavenly  Father.  I  desire,  therefore,  O  gracious 
God,  to  close  the  year  with  an  humble  acknow- 
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ledgment  of  thy  unmerited  favours  to  me,  a  poor, 
weak,  sinful  creature !  I  hope  I  have  made  some 
progress  both  in  Christian  knowledge  and  prac- 
tice ;  yet,  O  Lord !  how  manifold  have  been  my 
sins  and  infirmities !  Thou  hast  mercifully  af- 
forded me  a  large  portion  of  divine  grace ;  but 
I  have  not  improved  in  proportion  to  the  advan- 
tages which  I  have  possessed. 

O  Lord,  1  render  thee  hearty  and  unfeigned 
praises  for  all  the  mercies  of  the  year  past,  for 
preserving  the  lives  of  me,  and  my  dear  husband 
and  children ;  for  continuing  to  us  the  use  of 
our  reasoning  faculties,  and  all  our  senses;  for 
supplying  us  with  the  necessaries  of  life;  for 
preserving  us  from  all  those  evil  accidents  to 
which  human  nature  is  liable ;  for  relieving  both 
our  spiritual  and  bodily  wants ;  for  the  aid  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit  and  the  hope  of  eternal  salvation.  In 
particulitr,  O  Lord,  I  render  thee  my  humble  and 
most  grateful  thanksgivings  for  relieving  my  mind 
from  the  anxious  cares  which  lately  oppressed  it, 
and  granting  me  such  peace  and  tranquillity  as  the 
world  cannot  give.  O  Lord,  receive  this  my  hum- 
ble tribute,  and  continue  to  me  thy  grace  and 
heavenly  benediction,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake ;  to 
whom,  with  thee,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  all  ho- 
nour and  glory,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen ! 


■    i. 
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Jan.  ] .  O  Lord,  with  a  heart  full  of  gratitude 
I  return  thee  my  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
for  thy  great  goodness  in  bringing  me  to  the  be- 
ginning of  another  year.  Defend  me  in  the  same 
with  thy  most  mighty  power,  and  preserve  me  by 
thy  grace  from  the  commission  of  sin.  Keep  me 
and  my  dear  family  from  all  dangers,  spiritual  and 
temporal ;  consider  us  as  a  part  of  the  family  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  for  whom  he  shed  his  most 
precious  blood,  and  regard  us  as  thy  adopted 
children  for  his  sake. 

O  blessed  Redeemer !  I  most  heartily  desire 
with  the  returning  year  to  renew  my  professions 
of  allegiance  to  thee,  my  King,  my  Saviour, 
and  my  God  ?  Mercifully  accept  the  offer  of  my 
best  services,  and  strengthen  me  with  divine 
grace  to  perform  them !  O  Lord,  open  my  mind 
to  the  knowledge  of  divine  truths,  that  I  may 
understand  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  give  a  true 
exposition  of  tbem  to  the  world.  Bless  my  hum- 
ble endes^vours  to  pjropag^ite  thy  holy  religion^ 
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and  grant  to  the  rising  generation  a  large  portion 
of  heavenly  grace,  that  Christian  virtues  may 
flourish  and  abound,  and  that  thy  judgments  may 
be  averted  from  this  sinfiil  land.  Particularly,  O 
Lord,  let  the  powerful  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spi- 
rit root  out  of  the  minds  of  my  own  dear  children 
all  corrupt  and  sinful  afiections;  and  instead 
thereof  do  thou  sow  the  incorruptible  seed  of  thy 
grace ;  that  they  may  become  partakers  of  thy 
divine  nature,  and  may  bring  forth  in  their  lives 
the  fruits  of  righteousness  and  true  holiness.  De- 
fend them,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  against  the 
evil  worid,  and  grant  that  they  may  never  be  led 
away  by  tiie  wicked  customs  and  examples,  the 
lusts  and  vanities  of  it.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee 
to  send  thy  blessing  upon  my  dear  husband ;  give 
him  length  of  days,  if  it  be  thy  blessed  ¥riU,  and 
increase  in  him  evermore  the  graces  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  as  we  have  for  so  many  years  lived 
together  in  love  and  aflecti6n,  mercifully  grant 
we  may  continue  to  do  so  to  the  last  moment  of 
our  lives;  bind  the  band  of  affection  still  faster, 
that  we  may  bear  with  each  other's  infirmities, 
and  endeavour  to  promote  each  others  happiness, 
both  spiritual  and  temporal.  O  make  us  faidn 
fully  to  discharge  our  duties  in  this  life,  that 
when  thou  shalt  be  pleased  to  take  us  hence,  we 
may  AvMl  with  thee  in  life  everlasting. 

O  Lord,  gnmt  that,  as  a  msstress  of  a  ftmiily, 
I  way  always  consider  myself  as  adting  a  subor- 
diMtfkm  to  thee,  my  heavenly  Master.    IaH  wk 
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imitote  the  example  of  thy  servant  Joshua,  aad 
resolve  that  both  I  aad  my  house  may  serve 
thee;  ajad  mercifully  giant,  that  I  may  hav^ 
trusty,  honest  servants,  and  sueh  as  have  a  sense 
of  xeligion  in  their  minds» 

Bless  all  my  relations :  give  to  my  dear  &ther- 
in-law,  I  beseech  thee^  peace  in  his  latter  days ; 
and  when  thou  shalt  take  him  hence,  receive  him 
into  thy  kingdom. 

j^hed  down  upon  this  land  thy  choicest  bless- 
ings, incline  thine  ear  to  the  prayers  of  thy  faith- 
ful servants,  whether  offered  publicly  in  the  con- 
gregation, or  privately  in  jetipement,  and  take  not 
thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us ! 

Peb.  11.  What  n  cha^m  in  my  Journal,  but 
not  altogether  a  voluntaiy  one.  I  have  had  my 
dear  friend,  Mrs.  -^ — >-  with  me^  whom  I  conld 
not  well  leave.  I  ihave  made  a  considerable  pro- 
gveas  in  my  Paraphrase  on  the  Epistles,  by  i;is* 
iqg  eaiiy.  Some  of  the  time  thus  occupied^  I 
might  Jiave  employed  on  my  Journal,  but  my 
mind  was  intent  on  the  (former. 

O  merciful  and  gracious  «God^  who,  completely 
happy  in  thine  infinite  perfections,  canst  not  re- 
ceive any  addition  of  happiness  from  any  one^ 
yet  Jtiast  a  ire^ard  to  that,  even  of  the  meanest  fif 
thy  creatures ;  Accept  the  unfeigned  thanks  qf  ,a 
heart  deeply  penetrated  with  a  sense  of  thy  gQad^- 
QMS4tnd  condescenaion.  O  ]L.ojrd,  I  cannot  ind 
words  to  *expre/is  rthe  gratitude  of  my  h^art»  •!xut 
llhat  heart, i^  open  before  thee.  MPibence,  tbut  frpQi 
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the  fountain  of  thy  mercy,  can  flow  that  peace 
and  serenity,  which  I  now  feel  ?  Every  despond  * 
ing  thought  gives  way,  when  I  think  of  thy  divine 
promises,  and  of  the  fulfilment  of  those  made  to 
thy  faithful  servants.  Thou  will  not  leave  me  nor 
forsake  me.  I  cast  my  care  upon  thee,  O  Lord, 
in  full  confidence  that  thou  wilt  relieve  me.  Turn 
not  thine  ear  from  my  humble  petition.  O  hear 
me  for  my  Redeemer's  sake  ! 

Feb.  12.  Blessed  Jesus,  I  am  this  day  going 
to  renew  my  baptismal  vow  at  thy  holy  table  ;  to 
testify  my  allegiance  to  thee,  my  heavenly  King ; 
to  profess  my  faith  in  the  redemption  thou  hast 
purchased  for  thy  faithful  servants.  Vouchsafe,  O 
Lord,  to  assist  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  this  so- 
lemn act ;  keep  me  from  vain  wandering  thoughts, 
raise  my  affections,  animate  my  heart,  and  let  me 
feel  the  efficacy  of  this  divine  institution.  I  love 
thee,  my  blessed  Saviour !  my  heart  feels  grati- 
tude unutterable,  I  yield  myself  to  thy  guidance. 
I  wish  to  imitate  that  example,  which  as  man 
thou  gavest.  O  Lord,  I  look  forward  with  confi- 
dence and  hope  to  that  eternal  inherita^ce,  which 
thou  hast  prepared  for  those  that  believe  in  thy 
name,  and  live  agreeably  to  thy  precepts^  Look 
with  compassion  upon  me,  merciful  Saviour : 
continue  and  increase  that  peace  which  thou  hast 
accorded  me ! 

April  17.  Since  I  last  continued  my  Journal, 
I  have  experienced  a  great  deal  of  distress ;  my 
sweet  little  girl  has  been  in  the  utmost  danger ;  I 
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have  felt  a  mother's  pangs,  but  thanks  to  Al* 
mighty  goodness,  I  have  at  the  same  time  expe- 
rienced a  mother's  joys.    The  amiable  affection 
and  attention  paid  by  the  rest  of  my  children  to 
the  dear  suffering  babe,  gave  me  the  most  heart- 
felt satisfaction.     I  have  also  felt  the  comforts  of 
religion,  and  have  been  enabled,  through  divine 
g^ace,  to  resign  my  dear  child  with  perfect  sub- 
mission to  the  will  of  God.     O  merciful  and  gra- 
cious God,  the  Author  of  all  peace  and  consola- 
tion, praised  be  thy  holy  name  for  thy  late  mer- 
des  bestowed  upon  me.     O  what  troubles  and 
adversities    hast  thou  showed    me,    yet  didst 
thou  turn  and  refresh  me.     Praised  be  thy  glo- 
rious name  for  the  hopes  thou  dost  afford  of  the 
recovery  of  my  dear  child.    I  have  promised,  and 
am    stedfastly   purposed  to  instruct  her,  if  her 
life  is  spared,  in  the  principles  of  thy  holy  reli- 
gion.   O  Lord,  bless  my  endeavours,  that  she  may 
be  a  faithful  imitator  of  our  blessed  Redeemer, 
and  a  bright  example  of  piety  to  the  world. 

Praised  be  thy  glorious  name,  O  Lord,  for  the 
good  dispositions  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  give 
to  my  dear  children ;  cherish  and  improve  each 
happy  propensity  in  their  hearts  by  the  secret 
influence  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  May  they  ever  con- 
tinue to  love  and  serve  thee,  be  united  to  each 
other  by  the  bands  of  fraternal  affection,  and  to 
their  parents  by  dutiful  attachment.  May  they 
be  useful  members  of  society,  and  finally  par- 
takers of  thy  eternal  kingdom. 
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Pmised  be  thy  glorioaa  nime,  O  Lord,  for  fhe 
blCMsJDg  thou  hast  gratited  me  of  sincere  and  ten- 
der fViehds.  Shower  down  thy  choicest  bless- 
Ibgs  in  partioular  on  her  who  ha«  afforded  me  such 
sttasdnable  and  important  assistance*.  Keep 
ftlite  in  my  mind  the  sense  of  gratitude  so  jnsdy 
due  to  her,  and  enable  m«  to  show  some  proof 
of  it 

Pildaed  be  thy  glorious  name,  O  Lord,  for  tiiy 
goodne&s  to  my  dear  father-in-law  f.  O,  if  it  be 
thy  pleasure  to  prolong  hts  life,  make  the  remain^ 
der  of  his  days  easy  and  comfortable  to  him.  Or 
if  it  be  thy  frill  to  put  a  period  to  it,  receive  him 
into  the  happy  society  of  good  men  made  perfect; 
and  comfort  his  fHends  for  the  loss  of  him. 

To  thy  divine  guidance,  my  adorable  Re* 
deemer,  I  resign  myself,  humbly  beseeching  tliry 
aid  and  protection  from  all  enemies,  spititnd  imd 
temporal.  Let  no  consideration  make  me  eith^e 
Ungrateful  or  uncharitable,  but  in  every  circnm* 
stance  of  my  life,  let  thy  blessed  example  be 
before  me,  and  thy  written  word  the  law  of  my 
actions. 

O  my  Saviour,  I  know  more  t!ian  ever  tb6 
value  of  that  holy  religion,  which  thou  hnA 
brought  to  tight.  I  am  truly  senuble  of  tiie  be* 
nefit  thou  hast  procured  to  mankind.  I  atdfeftlty 
long  to  pour  forth  my  soul  before  thine  altar ;  to 

*  Mn.  SteveM,  vho  bttaiM  va  ag  4«y,  AaiabdU  pi^  , 
and  day.  »--.  - 
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eommemorate  thy  traii8C^[idant  love  to  wretched 
mmen.  To  the  end  of  my  life  I  will  be  thy 
ftjthfiil  servant.  Give  me  the  aid  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit.  Grant  me  thy  peace.  Pity  my  iairmi- 
titts,  my  Saviour  and  my  God. 

May  8.    The  hopes  I  had  entertained  of  my 
4ear  child's  recovery  proved  fidlacious^  she  was 
taken  from  this  world  the  24th  of  April,  after 
endmiag  for  a  considerable  time  the  most  ago- 
nising pains.    I  have  fimnd,  and  still  find  it  very 
difficult  to  sabmit  to  the  loss  of  her,  though  I 
thought  I  had  fully  resigned  my  mind  to  the  will 
#f  Godw    The  idea  that  she  might  have  been  pre- 
served, had  I  seen  her  danger  in  time ;  the  ap- 
prehension that  her  case  was  mistaken,  and  her 
complaints  aggravated  by  the  means  made  use  of 
fsr  her  vecovery,  torment  my  mind  with  many 
#cca0i€mal  pangs ;  yet,  upon  the  whole,  I  have 
been  amazingly  comforted;  my  health  and  spi- 
rits have  been  greatly  affected,  but  both  are  im- 
proved, and  I  have  every  night  much  comfort- 
able repose.    My  elder  children  have  borne  this 
tdiock  with  truly  Christian  fortitude,  and  I  have 
the  happy  prospect  of  seeing  them  likely  to  be, 
tlirough  the  grace  of  God,  imitators  of  our  blessed 
Redeemer. 

O  almighty  and  most  merciful  Father,  I  ac- 
knowledge, with  &e  deepest  humility,  that  I  am 
iftot  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  favours.  Every 
^ay's  experience  teaches  me  my  own  insnffi- 
demej.    I  therefon  receive  with  the  utmost 
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thankfulness  the  mercies  thoti  art  pleased  to  be- 
stow on  me.  Accept  my  sincerest  thanksgivings 
for  thy  great  goodness,  in  affording  me  consola- 
tion under  the  affliction  which  has  lately  befallen 
me.  O  Lord,  if  the  loss  of  my  child  is  intended 
as  a  chastisement  to  me,  make  me  fully  to  know 
my  secret  faults,  and  grant  me  grace  to  amend 
them.  If  in  mercy  to  her,  thou  hast  taken  her  ' 
from  this  vale  of  misery,  enable  me  to  reflect  on 
her  happy  state,  and  from  thence  to  draw  com- 
fort. O  Lord,  mercifully  grant,  that  I  may  for 
the  future  see  the  first  beginning  of  danger  in  my 
surviving  children,  that  I  may  have  the  oomfort 
of  thinking,  should  they  be  taken  from  me,  that 
I  have  not  omitted  any  of  the  means  which  thou 
permittest  us  to  use  for  the  recovery  of  the  sick. 

O  Lord,  give  me  strength  and  fortitude  to  sus- 
tain all  the  losses  and  disappointments  which  I 
may  meet  with  in  this  transitory  state ;  and  keep 
my  mind,  through  the  influence  of  thy  Holy  Spi- 
rit, stedfastly  fixed  on  that  better  world,  in  which 
the  servants  of  thy  dear  Son  will  be  happy  to  all 
eternity.  O  turn  not  away  thine  ear  from  my 
humble  petitions.  Lift  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance upon  me  and  mine.  Make  thy  face  to 
shine  upon  us,  and  grant  us  thy  peace. 

May  14.  My  spirits  still  continue  very  deject- 
ed. I  cannot  overcome  my  grief  for  the  loss  of 
my  dear  child.  Every  circumstance  that  occurs^ 
every  word  that  is  spoken,  recalls  her  to  my 
mind.    O  my  God,  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that  I, 
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who  can  comfort  others^  cannot  comfort  myself: 
could  I  but  divest  myself  of  the  idea,  that  she 
was  lost  through  mismanagement,  and  want  of 
early  attention  to  her  disorder,  I  could  be  happy 
and  contented.  Yet  my  conscience  does  not  re* 
proach  me  with  carelessness ;  but  I  have  relied 
too  much  on  my  own  judgment.  Never  more 
will  I  do  so.  I  have  been  too  proud  of  my  fa- 
mily, as  if  by  my  own  skill  I  had  raised  such  a 
number ;  but  I  am  humbled.  O  Lord,  I  ac- 
knowledge thy  justice  in  thus  humbling  me. 
Vouchsafe  to  comfort  me  by  the  consolation  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Lift  up  my  mind  above  this  earthly 
state,  and  let  me  contemplate  the  glorious  change 
which  my  dear  child  has  experienced,  from  a 
world  where  sin  and  sorrow  render  the  best  peo- 
ple imhappy,  to  a  world  where  there  is  nothing 
but  immortal  bliss.  O  Lord,  reconcile  me  to  the 
loss  of  her:  she  is  not  taken  from  me  for  ever,  I  shall 
(thy  grace  sustaining  me)  meet  this  beloved  child, 
with  my  other  sweet  babe,  who  went  before  her, 
in  my  Saviour's  kingdom,  and  enjoy  their  society 
for  ever.  O  that  those  who  now  remain  with  me 
on  earth  may  so  conduct  themselves,  as  finally  to 
attain  the  same  happiness !  Let  me  wipe  away 
the  tears  of  sorrow  from  my  eyes,  let  me  calm  the 
disturbance  of  my  mind,  and  leave  off  to  grieve 
for  her,  who  is  no  longer  an  object  of  commisera- 
tion, but  of  envy  to  the  most  happy  of  mortals; 
and  turn  my  care  to  those  who  survive,  lest  while 
I  am  indulging  fruitless  sorrow,  and  offending  my 
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Creator,  the  enemy  plant  tares  where  I  should  be 
sowing  good  seed.  O  Lord,  make  me  a  good 
parent  in  the  fiill  extent  of  the  word !  O  my 
God,  my  heart  is  fall  of  zeal  for  thy  service,  may 
thy  holy  name  be  glorified  throughout  the  whole 
earth,  from  the  rising  up  of  the  sun,  to  the  going 
down  of  the  same !  Prosper,  I  beseeeh  thee, 
the  endeavours  of  those  who  establish  Sunday 
Schools  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children.  Lord, 
were  I  possessed  of  affluence,  with  what  pleasure 
would  I  devote  a  part  of  it  to  this  excellent  pur<^ 
pose.  Accept  my  humble  endeavours  to  contri** 
bute  out  of  the  talent  thou  hast  committed  to  my 
charge. 

Lord,  I  am  this  day  going  to  renew  my  baptis* 
mal  vow ;  I  go  to  thy  table  with  veneration  and 
delight.  It  is  one  of  my  greatest  pleasures  to 
commemorate  the  love  of  my  dear  Redeemer*  O 
that  i  could  make  myself  deserving  of  it  I  but 
that  is  impossible.  Receive  me  therefore  ftucfa  a^ 
I  am,  O  merciful  Saviour  1  a  poor,  weak  crea- 
ture, full  of  wants  and  infirmities,  relying  on  thy 
merits  for  acceptance  with  my  heavenly  Father. 
Grant  me  an  interest  in  the  sacrifice  thou  haak 
offered  for  mankind.  I  have  no  better  offering  to 
bring  for  myself,  but  an  humble  and  contrite 
heart;  but  ^is,  O  Father !  thou  wilt  not  despise. 
Menciful  Saviour,  grant  me  the  aid  and  conaolav 
tioBS  of  thy  Holy  Spirit :  take  pity  on  my  infirr 
mities,  and  hesd  my  troubled  spirit :  let  me  neittr 
foae  jMght  0f  the  high  prize  of  my  calling.    WMe 
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I  reMaiQ  cm  earth,  grant  sie  that  peace  whick 
the  world  cannot  giTe.    Am^i !  Amen  I 

June  4.  My  spiiifts  aie  very  low;  foirmmm 
daya  my  mind  was  perfectly  reccmcUed  to  the 
loM  of  my  sweet  Annabdla^  hut  for  the  last  three 
days  I  have  constancy  lamented  iu  Blessed 
Jesus,  I  am  going  this  day  to  thine  Ahar.  My 
hearty  desire  is  to  jcMn  in  the  divine  rite  with 
composure  and  fervency;  but  my  heart  feeb 
dead.  O  kindle,  I  beseech  thee,  the  flame  of  de- 
votion; giant  me  die  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  I 
am  thy  devoted  servant ;  I  have  repeatedly  tow- 
ed  to  continue  so  till  death.  But  notwitfastand* 
ing  my  resolution  I  am  often  raniss  in  my  duty. 
What  a  poor  weak  creature  am  I ;  howimperfect 
are  my  best  sernces.  Pardon,  O  Lord,  my  im* 
perfectioiiB,  ckar  away  the  doud  which  at  pre- 
sent obscures  my  fiEumlties!  O  enlighten  me  with 
the  beams  of  di^ne  grace. 

I  beseech  thee,  O  heavenl  y  FaOer,  to  bkas  the 
endeavoun  of  those  who  desire  to  pitmiote  thy 
honour  and  glory  by  the  estahlishmeirt  at  Sunday 
Schools,  particularly  in  this  place,  and  grant 
that  all  who  are  concerned  in  it  may  act,  not 
with  a  design  to  increase  their  own  popularity, 
but  with  a  ade  Tiew  to  the  propagation  d  the 
CkapeL 

Blessed  Jesus,  who  hast  commanded  children 
to  be  brought  uniD  thee,  graciously  accept  those 
whom  we  are  preparing  to  present;  iUnminate 
their  minds,  Azt  they  may  be  capable  of  reoeiv- 


108 

ing  religious  instruction,  and  give  them  grace  to 
forsake  all  evil  habits  and  to  live  according  to  thy 
blessed  precepts  and  example ! 

June  11.  O  Lord !  eternal,  infinite,  and  om- 
nipresent God,  how  shall  such  a  weak  imperfect 
creature  as  I,  address  a  Being  of  boundless  per- 
fection !  I  am  in  thy  sight  a  mere  particle  of  mat- 
ter having  no  intrinsic  value,  and  yet,  O  Lord, 
thou  dost  not  despise  me. 

Bless,  I  beseech  thee,  the  institution  of  Sunday 
Schools  in  this  place,  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
children  for  the  reception  of  Christian  know- 
ledge, and  assist  the  teachers  in  the  communica- 
tion of  it.  O  liord,  accept  my  humble  services, 
and  make  me  an  instrument  in  thy  hands  of  good 
to  my  poor  brethren ;  I  would  wash  the  feet  of 
the  meanest  of  thy  disciples,  I  would  give  the 
milk  of  knowledge  to  the  weakest  of  thy  flock. 
O  that  I  could  be  under  the  guidance  of  my  Sa- 
viour, as  a  shepherd  in  thy  pasture  !  I  will  follow 
the  steps  of  those  who  have  this  honour ;  I  will 
be  thy  faithful  servant  and  handmaid  unto  death, 
thy  grace  assisting  me. 

July  2.  On  Sunday,  the  18th  of  last  month, 
the  Sunday  Schools  were  opened.  My  attend- 
ance on  them  prevented  the  continuing  of  my 
Journal.  It  is  a  most  interesting  employment  to 
assist  in  instructing  the  poor  children.  To  see 
them  hunger  after  spiritual  food, — who  would  not 
exert  his  best  endeavours  for  their  benefit ! 

Accept,  O  Gracious  God,  for  my  dear  Savi- 
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cur's  sake^  my  unfeigned  praises  and  thanksgiv* 
ings,  for  all  thy  mercies  bestowed  upon  me  from 
the  first  moment  of  my  existence/  but  particu- 
larly for  thy  late  goodness  in  restoring  me  to 
healthy  and  reconciling  my  mind  to  the  loss  of 
my  dear  child.  Praised  and  adored  be  thy  hea- 
venly name  for  all  the  spiritual  blessings  thou  hast 
bestowed  upon  me  and  my  family.  What  returns 
can  we  make  for  such  unspeakable  goodness.  O 
Lord,  accept  our  humble  services  in  the  instruc* 
tioa  of  the  poor  and  ignorant  for  our  blessed  Sa- 
viour's sake.  Assist  our  humble  endeavours  to 
feed  them  with  the  bread  of  life — the  doctrine  of 
the  Gospel.  O  Lord,  order  every  circumstance 
relating  to  these  schools  for  the  best,  and  grant 
that  there  may  not  be  any  disagreements  among 
those  who  are  concerned  in  conducting  them. 

Aug.  15.  The  Sunday  Schools  engross  all  the 
time  I  used  to  spend  in  my  Journal,  but  I  hope 
they  will  answer  as  good  a  purpose,  since  this 
employment  awakens  many  religious  thoughts^ 
and  keeps  up  the  exercise  of  piety. 

I  am  this  day  going  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  to 
renew  my  baptismal  vow.  O  Lord,  what  thanks 
shall  I  offer  to  thee  for  thine  unspeakable  mercy 
in  ordaining  this  holy  ordinance.  I  will  receive 
the  cup  of  salvation  and  call  upon  the  name  of 
the  Lord.  Blessed  Jesus,  vouchsafe  to  accept  the 
willing  homage  of  a  heart  truly  and  deliberately 
devoted  to  thy  service ;  I  had  rather  sustain  the 
evils  attendant  on  the  meanest  condition  of  life 
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Uiui  forego  thy  favour ;  for  all  the.  riches  and  ho- 
nours the  world  can  bestow,  could  not  recom- 
pense me  for  such  a  loss.  O  Lord,  I  have  a 
hearty  zeal  for  the  propagation  of  thy  holy  reli- 
gion ;  mercifully  grant  that  my  endeavours  to 
promote  it  may  be  successful,  and  graciously  re- 
ceive this  humble  tribute  from  my  hands  as  the 
best  offering  I  can  give.  Continue,  I  most  hum- 
bly beseech  thee,  to  bless  the  Sunday  Schools, 
enable  us  who  are  the  teachers,  to  give  the  chiU 
dren  proper  instructions,  and  do  thou  prepare 
their  minds  for  receiving  thenu 

O  Lord,  to  thy  merciful  guidance  and  protec- 
tion, I  humbly  commit  myself  and  all  who 
are  near  and  dear  to  me,  be  tiiou  our  guide  unto 
death,  and  may  we  rise  to  life  eternal  through 
thy  power.  When,  O  blessed  Lord,  shall  I  be- 
hold thy  glorious  Majesty,  as  it  is  seen  in  the 
heavenly  sanctuary.  O  what  are  the  trifling  con- 
cerns of  this  world,  when  compared  with  the 
hopes  of  eternity.  May  I  never  lose  sight  of  the 
high  prize  of  my  calling.    Amen !  Amen ! 

O  Lord,  when  I  reflect  on  the  multitude  of  thy 
mercies  my  heart  overflows  with  gratitude  and 
thanksgiving.  Continue  to  me,  I  beseech  thee, 
thy  loving  kindness,  and  give  me  grace  to  live 
agreeably  to  thy  will*  O  Lord,  teach  me  humi- 
Uty.  Let  me  never  lose  sight  of  my  own  imper- 
fections. What  am  I  in  thy  sight,  what  am  I  in 
comparison  of  many  of  my  fellow  creatures,  both 
with  respect  to  knowledge  and  virtue.     O  Iiord^ 
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cantmue  to  blen  my  dear  Inurbaiid  aad  cliildreii, 
gimnt  to  them  incliiiatMi  and  power  to  perform 
everydutyinanmiiaerocooptaUetotliee.  GKude 
them  throagfa  life,  and  finally  leoeire  them  into 
thy  heavtely  kingdom  for  the  sake  of  leraa 
Christ  our  blessed  Redeenmn 

Aug.  27.  I  had  yesterday  great  pleaBoie  in 
teceiTing  firom  Mrs.  Denwird,  a  considonable  do- 
nation for  the  relief  irf*  the  sick  and  aged.    After 

that  I  attended  Mrs.  K to  Mary  Pierces 

and  other  poor  houses.  The  pleasure  i  received 
firom  these  drcmnstances  fiitigoed  my  spiiits,  hot 
I  would  not  but  hare  felt  the  sensations  which  so 
fotigued  me  for  aiy  consideration. 

jy  mig^rty  aind  meicifiil  Father,  I  reader  thee 
humble  and  unfeigned  thanks  for  all  thy  goodness 
and  loving  kindness  to  me  and  my  dear  ftmily. 
O  Lord^  what  maniiiedd  blessings  dost  thou  bestow 
upon  us.  I  praise  and  magnify  thy  glorious  iianie 
for  making  us  the  instruments  of  good  to  our  poor 
follow  Christiatis.  How  wondetfiil  are  the  opera* 
tions  of  thy  Providence  in  thus  throwing  into  our 
laps  a  supply  of  money  for  the  relief  of  the  indi- 
gent»  many  of  iR^iom  we  should  otherwise  see 
witiiout  al^lity  to  comfort.  O  Lord,  be  graciously 
pleased  to  direct  us  in  the  disposing  of  these  b^ 
nefoetions,  and  ixoke  us  foithfol  stewards  of  that 
which  is  dius  entrusted  to  «s.  Grant  us  thy  grace 
and  lieavenly  bcfeKdidtien  to  enaUe  us  to  do  our 
respective  ditties,  keep  oor  hopes  fixed  on  thine 
everlasting  kingdom,  ^and  meteilully  ignast  4iat 
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we  may  so  pass  through  things  temporal^  that  we 
finally  lose  not  the  things  that  are  eternal.  Lord 
Jesus^  receive^  I  beseech  thee,  the  willing  homage 
of  a  heart  truly  devoted  to  thy  service.  O  let 
thy  Spirit  help  my  infirmities  and  rectify  my  im- 
perfections. Give  me  an  interest  in  the  sacrifice 
which  thou  hast  made  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world,  and  seal  me  for  thy  own.  Hear  me,  O 
merciful  Saviour,  cast  not  away  thy  servant,  who 
loveth  thee.  O  Lord,  look  with  compassion  on 
those  poor  children  whom  we  are  endeavouring 
to  teach  to  know  and  serve  thee,  incline  their 
hearts  to  love  and  fear  their  heavenly  Father,  and 
to  continue  till  death  thy  true  disciples.  To  thy 
merciful  guidance  I  commit  myself  atid  all  be- 
longing to  me  for  time  and  eternity. 
.  Sept.  3.  This  has  been  a  week  of  mercies  to  us. 
I  have  felt  great  inward  satisfaction  from  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Sunday  Schools  and  other  circum- 
stances ;  I  have  sdso  experienced  great  pleasure 
in  writing  the  "  Two  Farmers''  My  husband  and 
children  have  enjoyed  their  health ;  in  short,  the 
blessings  afibrded  me  are  innumerable. 

O  eternal  and  ever  blessed  God,  thou  stupend- 
ous Being,  who  art  the  Creator,  Governor,  and 
Preserver  of  all  things  !  To  whom  in  all  probabi- 
lity the  praises  of  myriads  of  intelligent  creatures 
are  at  this  instant  ascending  from  thousands  of 
worlds,  the  work  of  thine  Almighty  hand.  How 
shall  I,  a  poor  weak  erring  mortal  presume  to 
address  thee.     O  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the 
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least  of  all  thy  iieivoun,  but  thoa  hast  been  gra* 
ciously  pleased  to  appoint  a  mean  by  which,  even 
my  imperfect  services  may  become  acceptable. 
Gracious  Father,  with  joy  and  gratitude  too  great 
for  utterance,  I  avail  myself  of  this  blessing,  and 
humbly  present  my  prayers  and  thanksgiving  to 
thy  glorious  Majesty  in  the  name  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Vouchsafe,  O  merciful  Grod,  for 
his  sake  to  pardon  all  my  transgressions,  and  to 
regard  me  as  thine  adopted  chad.  As  such  grant 
me  an  inheritance  in  thine  everlasting  kingdom. 
O  Lord,  I  do  not  presume  to  claim  this  as  my 
natural  right,  for  I  have  a  thousand  and  a  thou- 
sand times  forfeited  thy  fisivour.  But  in  humble 
confidence,  I  rely  on  thy  promises  made  to  a  lost 
world  through  our  blessed  Redeemer.  O  eternal 
Oodl  receive  my  morning  sacrifice,  let  my  prayers 
be  unto  thee  a  sweet  smelling  savour.  Send  thy 
heavenly  benediction  upon  me,  my  dear  husband 
and  children,  and  upon  all  belonging  to  me,  grant 
us  thy  grace.  Defend  us  from  all  evil,  and  lead 
us  into  all  good.  Be  with  us  this  day  and  for 
ever,  grant  that  we  may  daily  improve  in  good- 
ness and  virtue. 

Praised  and  adored  be  thy  glorious  name  for 
thy  great  goodness,  most  merciful  Father!  in 
making  us  instruments  of  good  to  our  fellow 
creatures.  Thanksgivings  a  thousand  times  re- 
peated, could  not  express  the  transports  of  my 
heart,  which  overflows  with  joy  and  gratitude 
idien  I  reflect  on  the  success  of  the  Sunday 
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Schools.  O  Lord,  continue  I  most  earnestly  be- 
seech thee,  to  bless  this  happy  institution,  not 
only  amongst  us,  but  in  all  places.  May  the 
rising  generation  grow  up  in  thy  faith  and  fear. 
May  Hosannahs  to  the  Prince  of  Peace  be  re- 
peated by  those  of  maturer  years,  and  echoed  by 
the  infant  tongue !  Blessed  Jesus,  thou  searcher 
of  hearts,  thou  knowest  the  present  sensations  of 
mine.  It  is  open  before  thee.  O  Lord,  receive 
my  humble  homage,  I  fly  to  thee  my  Saviour,  O 
shield  me  and  my  dear  &mily  from  all  the  darts 
of  the  wicked  one.  May  he  have  no  power  to 
hurt  or  corrupt  us.  Gracious  Saviour  take  me 
under  thy  guidance,  direct  my  actions,  regulate 
my  thoughts,  set  a  watch  before  my  lips,  and 
keep  the  door  of  my  mouth ;  preserve  me  from 
pride  and  vain  glory.  Let  me  not  be  pufied  up 
with  the  applauses  of  weak  mortals,  who  judge 
by  superficial  appearances,  but  let  me  strive  to 
approve  myself  in  thy  sight  by  humility,  benevo* 
ence,  charity,  and  piety !  To  the  ever  blessed 
and  adorable  Trinity  be  ascribed  all  honour  and 
glory  for  ever  and  ever. 

Sept.  10.  I  have  passed  a  very  comfortable 
week,  and  am  this  day  going  to  the  table  of  my 
adorable  Saviour.  I  have  received  another  do- 
nation of  ten  pounds  from  Mrs.  Denward,  for  the 

use  of  the  poor,  and  a  promise  from  Mrs.  T • 

of  her  bounty  on  any  other  occasion. 

Merciful  God,  adored  be  thy  goodness,  in  thus 
granting  me  by  unexpected  means,   what  mj 


iieart  earnestly  desires,  the  power  of  relieving  the 
distresses  of  the  pooF.  M*y  I  never  be  discou- 
raged by  the  ingratitude  of  some  of  them  from 
continuing  my  endeavours  for  their  benefit.  O 
graciously  grant  me  such  a  degree  of 
and  inspire  my  mind  with  such  pious  res 
that  I  may  not  faint  in  my  duty  ! 

O   Lord,  with  what  words  shall  I  pn 
for  thy  goodness  to  me  and  my  family ' 
blessings  dost  thou  bestow  upon  those  t    it 
thee,  even  in  the  sighf  "*■ '""" !  But  what  i 
greatest  of  those  in  c        titison  of  the  heavei 
treasures   thou    haat   in   store    for  thy   fail 
servants  in  thy  eternal  kingdom.    O  keep       ' 
thoughts  stedfastly  fixed  on  these  treasures,  and 
suffer  not  any  allurements  of  the  world  to  draw 
me  from  thee.     Keep  alive  in  my  mind,  O  gra^ 
cious  God,  the  flame  <        votion  which  thou  hast 
graciously  kindled  in         neart,  and  preserve  me 
from  wandering  thouf    i»  while  engaged  in  the 
service  of  thy  house.         irciful  Saviour,  be  with 
me  and  my  dear  family  this  day  and  for  ever. 
Amen. 

Sept.  24.  I  have  this  day  taken  a  new  work, 
called  the  "  Two  Fanners,"  to  the  press.  Bless,  I 
beseech  thee,  merciful  Saviour,  my  labours  de- 
signed to  promote  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 
thy  holy  Religion  :  be  pleased  to  direct  my  stu- 
dies aright,  and  grant  that  not  a  word  may  escape 
my  pen,  that  is  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  thy 
gospel.  Give  a  blessing  to  all  I  write,  that  agrees 
I  2 
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with  thy  divine  nstruction,  and  reward  me  by 
the  heart-felt  consciousness  of  acting  as  thy  true 
disciple.  Adorable  Redeemer,  I  am  jealous  for 
thine  honor ;  I  cannot  bear  to  hear  thee  degraded* 

0  send  forth  thy  Holy  Spirit  upon  this  land,  and 
clear  away  the  mist  which  under  the  name  of 
philosophy  and  free  enquiry  hides  the  truth  from 
many. 

O  Lord,  continue  I  beseech  thee,  to  grant 
health  and  serenity  of  mind  to  my  dear  father-in* 
law,  and  crown  his  latter  days  with  blessings. 

Oct.  29.  Another  week  has  passed  with  very 
little,  nay,  I  fear  without  any  improvement.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  write,  or  mdeed  to  pray 
with  recollection  of  mind.  I  trust  that  I  shall 
soon  resume  my  pen,  and  employ  it  in  the  service 
of  my  blessed  Redeemer. 

O  eternal,  and  most  glorious  Lord  God,  how 
infinite  are  thy  mercies,  how  unbounded  thy  love 
to  thy  creatures  !  When  I  reflect  on  the  provi- 
sion thou  hast  made  for  the  continual  subsistence 
of  all  the  various  beings  thou  hast  created,  I  am 
filled  with  astonishment  and  admiration.    Wh^i 

1  consider  the  supplies  which  thou  hast  afforded 
me  from  the  beginning  of  my  existence  to  the 
present  hour,  and  how  thou  hast  multiplied  them 
as  my  wants  encreased,  I  am  filled  with  gratitude 
too  great  for  utterance.  O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to 
accept  my  humble  thanksgivings,  and  by  thy 
grace  keep  alive  in  my  breast  those  sentiments 
which  ought  to  occupy  it  towards  thee  my  most 
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gracious  beneSurtor.  O  Lovd,  I  wish  to  pwimute 
thy  hcij  religion  which  m  dwemdhiif  Bcefecced. 
I  am  desirous  to  ssre  jomaf  pciMim»  froM  the 
nces  of  the  age.  Accept  my  scnices,  aad  coahle 
me  to  fulfil  my  fervent  wishes.  O  Laid,  I 
willingly  instruct  the  mesnest  of  my  feUow 
tures  in  the  truth  of  the  gospel.  I  had  rather  be 
a  door  keeper  in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  dwefl 
in  the  tents  of  the  ungodly. 

Blessed  Jesus,  my  adorable  Saviour,  whom  my 
soul  hcmours  with  the  h^ihest  veneratioo !  my 
heavenly  King,  to  whom  my  heart  pays  a  wiDib^ 
homage,  accept  my  imperiect  services,  regard  me 
as  thy  true  disciple,  and  assist  me  by  thy  Boly 
Spirit  in  teaching  others  to  know  and  serve  Aee. 
Receive  as  a  tribute  of  thanksgiving  and  of  ho- 
nor due  to  thy  name,  my  last  attempt  to  s|Mead 
Christian  benevolence  amongst  the  poor,  and  let 
me  enjoy  the  transcendant  happiness  of  being  in- 
strumental  in  bringing  mamy  to  righteoosneas ; 
let  thy  good  Spirit  direct  all  my  thoughts,  woids, 
and  actions,  that  they  may  be  agreeaUe  to  the 
lessons  I  teach  to  the  worhL  To  thy  guidance  I 
submit  myself,  and  all  bdonging  to  me.  Be  vrith 
us,  O  gracious  Lord,  both  now  and  ever.  Ameo ! 

Nov.  19.  I  have  this  day  had  the  unexpected 
honor  of  attending  her  Majesty,  and  had  inex- 
pressible pleasure  in  her  sensible,  humane,  and 
truly  Christian  conversation*  May  her  pious  de- 
sign of  establishing  Sunday  Schook  at  Windsor, 
be  put  in  execution. 
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To  thee,  O  divine  Spirit,  I  submit  my  reason- 
lag  powers,  fully  sensible  that  unless  enlightened 
by  thee,  I  shall  be  constantly  liable  to  error.  O 
that  I  could  serve  my  God,  in  an  acceptable  man* 
ner  here !  that  I  could  effectually  promote  the 
knowledge  of  the  Gospel  among  the  poor.  Ac- 
cept and  sanctify  my  humble  endeavours,  and 
grant  me  grace  to  teach  sound  doctrine,  and  to 
enforce  it  by  setting  a  good  example.  Let  me 
ever  keep  in  mind  the  high  prize  of  my  calling,  a 
crown  of  glory  and  everlasting  happiness  in  the 
presence  of  my  heavenly  King !  Keep  alive,  I 
beseech  thee,  O  merciful  God,  the  flame  of  devo- 
tion which  now  glows  in  my  heart ;  may  every 
fresh  instance  of  thy  goodness  add  vigour  to  my 
zeal,  and  may  I  be  a  faithfiil  steward  of  the 
bounty  of  others  which  is  committed  to  me. 
Blessed  Lord,  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me, 
leave  me  not  to  myself,  but  be  with  my  soul  now, 
and  to  all  eternity. 

Praised  and  adored  be  thy  holy  name,  O  Lord, 
for  thy  numerous  blessings  bestowed  upon  this 
land,  particularly  for  the  succession  of  fruitfnl 
seasons  which  thou  hast  ordained  this  year,  and 
for  the  plentiful  treasure  of  grace  which  thou  hast 
bestowed  on  the  institution  of  Sunday  Schools, 
by  means  of  which  thousands  of  poor  creatures, 
who  sat  in  the  shadow  of  death,  are  brought  to 
the  light  of  the  GbspeL 

Blessed  Jesus !  be  pleased  to  regard  with  thy 
continual  kindness  all  the  children,  who  are  thus 
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brought  unto  thee.  Lord,  thou  knowest  that 
with  sincere  and  ferre&t  seal,  I  engaged  in  the 
undertaking,  and  adored  be  thy  Providence  thoi| 
hast  hitherto  amply  supfdied  the  means  of  sup- 
porting it:  continue  to  animate  and  encourage 
the  endeavours  of  me  and  my  family,  to  spread 
the  knowledge  of  divine  truth  among  the  poor, 
and  enable  us  by  thy  grace  to  set  a  good  exam- 
ple. Adorable  Saviour!  there  is  nothing  upon 
earth  that  I  so  much  desire  as  to  be  of  the  num- 
ber oi  thy  &ithful  servants,  receive  I  beseech 
thee,  the  humble  homage  of  a  heart  devoted  to 
thy  service.  Praised  be  thy  name  for  thy  great 
goodness  in  helping  my  infirmity.  O  heal  it  en- 
tirely, and  give  me  composure  of  mind,  clear- 
ness of  expression,  and  every  requisite  that  I  may 
excite  my  own  sex  to  exertions  in  favour  of  the 
poor. 

Dec.  3L  I  have  neglected  my  Journal  in  order 
to  go  on  with  a  work  which  has  occupied  my 
mind  concerning  Sunday  Schools,  and  private  be- 
nefactions. I  have  enjoyed  great  tranquillity  of 
mind,  and  have  been  able  to  pursue  my  studies 
With  pleasure.  Another  benefiau^tion  has  been 
sent  from  my  good  friend  Mrs.  Denward,  so  that 
I  am  treasurer  for  the  poor  to  a  considerable 
amount. 

O  merci&l  and  eternal  God,  praised  be  thy 
holy  name,  for  all  the  mercies  of  the  year  past ; 
more  in  number  than  I  am  able  to  express.  How 
bountifol  is  thy  goodness,  O  Lord,  I  thank  thee 
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above  all  things  for  the  supplies  of  thy  grace, 
which  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  me  and  my  dear 
family.  With  what  delight  do  I  behold  my  dear 
children  daily  improviftg  in  divine  knowledge, 
and  the  practice  of  Christianity.  What  pleasure 
do  we  all  receive  from  seeing  the  poor  children's 
improvement !  Lord,  be  graciously  pleased  to 
second  our  zeal  by  thy  heavenly  benediction.  O 
God,  our  Saviour,  accept  my  thanksgivings  for 
all  the  mercies  of  the  year  that  is  past,  and  keep 
us  in  thy  paths  to  the  end  of  our  days,  that  we 
may  be  partakers  of  a  happy  eternity.  Amen ! 
Amen ! 


As  the  lamentations  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  for  the 
loss  of  her  little  daughter,  may  probably  have 
interested  the  reader,  a  few  more  particulars  re- 
lating to  this  amiable  child,  will  not  perhaps  be 
displeasing. 


TO  MRS.  M- 


**  It  is  now  some  time  since  I  had  the  misfor'^ 
tune  to  lose  my  dear  Annabella,  a  most  promising 
child  of  five  years  old.  She  had  from  her  birtk 
a  stomach  complaint ;  but  died  of  one  of  the  most 
dreadful  disorders  to  which  infants  are  liable-— a 
dropsy  of  the  brain.  The  dear  little  creature  was 
the  darling  and  play  thing  of  the  house ;  her  sis-* 
ters  had  taken  great  pains  in  forming  ber  mind  ; 
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and  I  had  the  consolation  of  thinkings  when  she 
was  gone,  that  she  was  educated  for  a  better 
world,  though  her  stay,  in  a  state  of  probation^ 
was  but  short. 

"  Notwithstanding  I  used  my  utmost  endea- 
vours to  reconcile  myself  to  the  loss  of  her ;  and 
was  enabled  to  repress  every  murmur ;  my  con- 
stitution sustained  a  dreadful  shock  ;  the  idea  of 
her  sufferings  possessed  my  mind,  long  after  they 
were  changed  (as  I  trust)  for  the  joys  of  Heaven. 
There  is  something  particularly  distressing  to  a 
parent  in  seeing  a  dear  little  creature  suffer,  with- 
out being  able  to  describe  its  feelings,  so  as  to 
give  a  good  foundation  for  the  physician's  opinion. 
I  consulted  several  medical  people,  but  they  dif- 
fered in  their  sentiments  exceedingly. " 

Mrs.  B  the  lady  to  whom  the  following 

letter  was  addressed,  was  one  of  the  earliest 
friends  of  Mrs.  Trimmer.  The  friendship  which 
subsisted  between  them  was  begun  in  childhood, 
when  they  were  both  under  the  tuition  of  Mrs. 
Justinier,  and  continued  till  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Brutton,  which  happened  in  the  year  1807.  From 
the  time  of  Mrs.  Trimmer's  leaving  Ipswich,  they 
had  but  little  personal  intercourse ;  but  they  oc- 
casionally met ;  and  kept  up  at  intervals,  a  cor- 
respondence by  letter.  Of  the  letters  to  Mrs. 
Brutton,  but  few  are  remaining,  and  not  one  of 
these  written  before  the  year  1786. 

It  is  needless  ta  add,  that  there  was  a  similarity 
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of  sentiments  and  opinions  between  Mrs.  Trimmer 
and  her  friend  ;  and  that  they  retained  the  most' 
lirely  interest  for  all  that  concerned  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  each  other.  Mrs.  Brutton  as 
well  as  Mrs.  Trimmer  was  blessed  in  no  common 
degree  in  her  matrimonial  connexion,  but  had 
not  any  family.  During  almost  the  whole  of  her 
life,  she  was  a  great  sulSerer  from  ill  health, 
which  she  bore  with  the  utmost  patience  and  re* 
signation  to  the  will  of  the  Almighty  ;  ever  con- 
sidering the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  sick- 
ness, and  meekly  submitting  to  it  without  repin- 
ing. 

TO  MRS.  BRUTTON. 

Brentford^  Aug.  1,  1786. 

My  dear  Friend, 

*'  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  have  either  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  you,  or  written  one  to  you ; 
the  omission  I  fear  is  on  my  side,  but  I  know  you 
will  be  ready  to  pardon  it,  and  therefore  will  not 
waste  that  time  in  apologies,  which  may  be  spent 
so  much  more  agreeably  to  me,  and,  I  trust,  ac- 
ceptably to  you,  in  assuring  you  of  my  constant 
regard  and  affection. 

^'  I  was  in  hopes  to  have  seen  you  here  before 
this  time.  The  summer  is  not  yet  gone,  and  I 
hope  your  health  will  admit  of  the  journey.  I 
can  promise  you  and  your  worthy  partner,  a 
most  cordial  welcome,  and  wish  to  introduce  to 


yott  a  Kt  <if  ycNHig^ 

and  who  irill,  I  hope, 

kydieir  own  befani 

coold  have  aliowii  yo« 

Aeoiing  of  an  imr 

in  happy  spirit  in  die 

is  my  weakness,  tbst 

when  I  recollect  the 

by  losing  her.    Nothing  oonii  he 

than  her  dawning 

with  the  greatest  cane  bjr 

ters,  who  prided 

Nerer  shaB  I  fisfget  a 

expressible  d^gM, 

tress,  as  none  bat  a 

my  family  boand  tugtithu  by  the 

of  affection,  yet  sAnaU^s  lo 

of  the  Almiglrty  with  trahr 

The  loss  of  this  dear  chiid 

ailietii^  to  me, 

ground  imperceptibly,  aad  I 

at  last;  howerer, 

the  DiYine  permission,  and  when  it  k  the  wfi  of 

God  to  put  a  period  to  our  day?,  all  human  dufl 

is  vain. 

'«  Pardon  me,  my  dear  friend,  for  saying  to 
much  on  a  subject  which  will,  I  fear,  pain  yoor 
sensibility.  My  healA  ami  qiirits  hare  snflfeted 
greatly,  but  thank  God,  the  former  h  fetitctlj 
restored,  and  the  latter  mudi  mended.     As  Kioa 
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as  I  was  equal  to  the  exertion,  I  had  recourse  to 
my  pen,  a  never-failing  remedy  to  me  against 
sorrow.  Very  fortunately  for  me  Sunday  Schools 
were  set  on  foot  amongst  us,  a  few  months  after 
the  death  of  my  dear  child,  the  chief  manage- 
ment of  which  falls  upon  us,  and  requires  a  great 
deal  of  attention.  They  have  employed  my  time 
and  thoughts  very  much,  and  proved  a  most  sea- 
sonable relief  for  diverting  my  mind  from  a  sub- 
ject  I  should  otherwise  have  dwelt  upon.  Our 
schools  at  present  consist  of  37  boys  and  122 
girls,  and  are  very  promising.  We  have  very 
good  teachers,  and  all  my  family  and  three  ladies, 
who  are  our  particular  friends,  attend  every 
Sunday  to  assist  in  instructing  the  children. 
We  promise  ourselves  great  satisfaction  from 
this  employment.  It  is  very  delightful  to  see 
with  what  readiness  the  children  attend,  how 
willing  they  are  to  receive  instruction,  and 
how  greatly  some  improve.  I  wish  you  could 
see  our  schools ;  it  is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
interesting  sights  in  the  world,  but  perhaps  you 
have  some  at  Collumpton.*' 


JOURNAL 


worn  TKS 


YEAR  1787. 


Jan.  1 .  With  a  thankful  and  a  grateful  heart, 
O  merciful  Father,  I  acknowledge  thy  great  good- 
ness in  bringing  me  to  the  beginning  of  another 
year ;  be  pleased  to  continue  to  me  thy  loving 
kindness,  and  give  me  a  heart  sensible  of  all  thy 
mercies,  and  ready  to  testify  my  sincere  endea- 
vour to  do  thy  holy  will.  O  how  insufficient  of 
myself  am  I  to  please  thee !  Accept,  I  most 
humbly  beseech  thee,  my  imperfect  services,  for 
the  sake  of  my  dear  Redeemer. 

Shower  down  thy  blessing,  O  Lord,  on  this 
land.  Spare  it  for  the  sake  of  thy  faithful  ser- 
vants, who  dwell  in  it ;  check  the  progress  of  in- 
fidelity and  vice;  prosper  the  endeavours  of 
those  who  strive  to  preserve  the  rising  generation 
from  the  sins  of  their  fathers ;  and  bless  with  thy 
choicest  benediction  our  good  Sovereign,  the 
Queen,  and  the  Royal  Family.  Bless  all  my 
friends  and  relations,  make  me  grateful  to  my 
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benefactors,  and  a  faithful  steward  to  the  poor. 
Prosper  our  handy  work!  O  Lord»  prosper  thou 
our  handy  work !  Grant  that  all  things  which 
are  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  may 
answer  the  ends  of  reformation,  and  afford  them 
comfort. 

Bless  also  the  private  affairs  of  our  own  family, 
and  grant  us  such  a  share  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life,  as  may  be  enjoyed  without  drawing  our 
thoughts  and  affections  from  a  better  world. 
Give  us,  I  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  health,  peace, 
and  competency,  and  contented  minds. 

O  merciful  and  adorable  Saviour,  my  heavenly 
King,  receive  the  homage  I  willingly  pay  thee, 
of  gratitude  and  love,  accept  my  imperfect  ser* 
vices.  Vouchsafe  to  guide  me  to  the  end  of  my 
days,  and  then  admit  me  into  thy  heavenly  king* 
dom.    Amen. 

Jan.  17.  A  close  attention  to  a  new  work,  the 
Economy  of  Charity,  has  interrupted  my  Jour- 
nal, but  I  cannot  let  the  anniversary  of  my  birth- 
day pass  unnoticed. 

Most  merciful  Father,  be  graciously  pleased 
to  accept  my  unfeigned  thanksgivings  for  all  thy 
mercies,  from  time  to  time  bestowed  upon  me. 

0  Lord,  adored  be  thy  name  for  all  the  blessings 

1  at  this  time  enjoy.  O  what  troubles  and  adver- 
sities hast  thou  shown  me,  and  yet  didst  tbou 
turn  again  and  refresh  me.  O  Lord,  be  pleased 
to  continue  to  me  thy  loving  kindness,  and  grant 
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me  grace  to  improve  in  Christian  knowledge  and 
practice  from  day  to  day  ;  that  as  my  birth-days 
return^  I  may  look  back  with  comfort,  and  for- 
ward with  hope. 

Shed,  I  beseech  thee,  thy  heavenly  benedic- 
tion on  the  various  charitable^  institutions  begun 
amongst  us,  and  continue  to  defend  the  cause  of 
the  poor.  Lord,  lift  up  the  light  of  thy  counte* 
nance  on  me  and  my  family.  Make  thy  face  to 
shine  on  us,  and  grant  us  peace. 

Jan.  24.  O  merciful  Saviour,  pity  my  weak* 
nesses,  vouchsafe  to  guide  and  direct  my  pen, 
that  while  I  am  striving  to  excite  others  to  piety 
and  charity,  I  may  not  expose  thy  holy  religion 
to  contempt  and  ridicule.  Fortify  my  mind 
against  the  discouragements  I  meet  with,  and 
defeat  the  malice  of  the  devil,  that  his  artd 
against  the  institution,  which  promises  reforma* 
tion  to  the  poor,  may  not  prevail.  Blessed  Jesus, 
adorable  Saviour,  accept  the  willing  homage  of  a 
heart  sincerely  devoted  to  thee.  Accept  my 
humble  services,  and  enable  me  to  offer  thee 
better.  Grant  me  the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  for 
without  thee  I  am  nothing. 

Feb.  23.  I  have  lately  enjoyed  much  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  mind,  and  innumerable  bless-*^ 
ings  besides.  Though  I  have  applied  very  closely 
to  my  pen,  I  have  had  good  health  and  sphits. 

O  Lord,  thy  holy  Sabbath  is  again  returned, 
mercifully  grant  that  I  and  my  dear  family  may 
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pass  it  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  thy  gracious  de- 
sign in  appointing  it.  Particularly,  O  Lord, 
vouchsafe  to  us  thy  grace,  that  we  may  give  good 
instructions  to  the  poor  and  ignorant,  and  awaken 
in  their  minds  a  proper  sense  of  religious  duties. 
Grant  to  them  the  same  grace,  that  they  may  re- 
ceive the  seed  of  thy  word  in  good  ground,  and 
finally  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  everlasting  life  and 
happiness. 

Vouchsafe,  O  blessed  Saviour,  to  guide  and 
protect  my  dear  husband  and  children.  Hold 
up  our  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  our  footsteps  slip 
not.  Hear  me,  adorable  Saviour.  Merciful  Fa- 
ther, accept  my  humble  petitions,  for  the  sake  of 
my  dear  Redeemer,  Jesus  Christ.     Amen  ! 

April  22.  I  have  enjoyed  much  peace  and 
comfort  since  I  last  wrote  my  Journal,  and  have 
been  able  to  make  a  tolerable  progress  in  the 
Second  Edition  of  my  Sacred  History.  The  es- 
teem of  good  people,  which  my  works  procure 
me,  adds  much  to  my  happiness,,  and  animates 
my  zeal. 

At  this  time  last  year  I  was  weeping  over  a 
dying  child ;  the  thoughts  of  her  at  this  moment 
awakens  my  sensibility.  Tears  again  flow.  Now 
she  is  gone,  why  should  I  grieve?  I  shall,  I 
trust,  go  to  her,  liiough  she  will  not  return  to  me. 
And  is  then  my  sweet  Annabella,  after  a  few 
short  years  of  an  innocent  life,  exalted  to  the 
presence  of  her  God  and  Saviour?    And  shall  I, 
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tiurough  the  merits  of  my  Saviour »  follow  her  to 
the  same  blesised  place,  if  not  hindered  by  my 
own  sins  ?  DelightfuU  c6mfortable  thought ! 
.  .O  Lord,  I  am  more  and  more  sensible  of  my 
weaknesses  and  infirmities,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  divine  grace  :  vouchsafe  to  me,  I  beseech  thee, 
the  assistance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may 
please  thee  in  all  things,  and  finally  obtain  the 
felicity  I  hope  for  \ 

May  28.  I  have  not  been  able  to  continue  my 
Journal;  my  avocations  are  so  numerous,  that  I 
have  not  leisure  for  this  exercise.  The  schools 
go  on  very  well :  the  success  of  them  adds  greatly 
to  the  happiness  of  my  life.  I  have  a  consider- 
able portion  of  that  inward  peace,  which  passes 
all  understanding.  My  husband  and  children 
are  in  good  health.  In  short,  my  blessings  and 
comforts  are  innumerable. 

I  yesterday  experienced  one  of  the  greatest 
pleasures  this  world  can  afford,  in  hearing  the 
praises  of  my  great  Redeemer  sung  in  the  most 
exalted  strains  in  Westminster  Abbey.  Nothing 
was  wanting  to  complete  the  enjoyment,  but  the 
idea  of  its  being  an  office  of  general  devotion,  in- 
stead of  a  mere  public  amusement.  To  myself, 
and  I  doubt  not  to  hundreds  besides,  it  was  an 
act  of  fervent  devotion.  Blessed  Jesus,  thou 
knowest  with  what  heartfelt  satisfaction  I  lifted 
up  my  thoughtsto  thee.  Lord,  I  now  acknow- 
ledge, and  it  is  the  joy  of  my  life  to  repeat  the 
acknowledgment,  that  thou  art  worthy  to  be 
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praised-  HoAour,  and  glory^  and  power,  be  nnto 
thee  for  ever  and  ever !  I  am  going  to-morrow 
to  commemorate,  in  thy  holy  Sacrament,  thy 
love  to  mankind :  vouchsafe  to  be  present  with 
me. 


Mrs.  Trimmer  was  so  much  occupied  during 
the  year  1787,  and  the  two  following  years,  in 
the  establishment  of  Sunday  schools,  and  schools 
of  industry,  that  she  had  but  little  time  to  con- 
tinue her  Journal ;  and  of  the  little  she  did  write 
scarcely  any  now  remains.  The  applications 
made  to  her  for  instructions,  relating  to  those  in* 
stitutions,  were  very  numerous;  but  she  waa 
always  delighted  to  assist  in  so  good  a  cause^ 
and  rejoiced  at  the  opportunity  thus  given  her, 
of  being  extensively  usefuL 

Of  the  notice  which  Mrs.  Trimmer  received 
upon  these  occasions,  none  was  more  grateful  to 
her  heart,  than  that  which  was  conferred  upon 
her  by  the  late  Countess  Dowager  Spencer* 
When  first  Sunday  schools  were  begun  in  this 
kingdom,  her  Ladyship  visited  that  under  the 
care  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  at  Brentford,  and  so<m 
after  begged  her  assistance  at  the  opening  of  oner 
of  the  same  kind  at  St.  Alban's. 

At  this  time  Lady  Spencer  resided  at  Holy- 
well«House,  to  which  favourite  residence  her  la-' 
dyship  had  retired,  soon  after  she  became  a 


131 

wido#,  a  few  years  before  Mrs.  Trimmer  had  the 
honour  of  being  known  to  her. 

Mrs.  Trimmer  was  delighted  to  contemplate 
the  conduct  of  this  excellent  lady,  when  received 
under  her  hospitable  roof,  and  admired  not  only 
the  attention  paid  to  the  care  and  comfort  of  the 
guests  who  had  the  happiness  to  be  staying  there, 
but  the  general  order  and  regularity  of  the  do- 
mestic arrangements,  and  the  regard  that  was 
shewn  to  the  welfare  and  happiness,  both  tem- 
poral and  eternal,  of  every  member  of  the  house- 
hold; and  when  she  beheld  her  Ladyship's  acti- 
vity in  the  school  which  was  just  opened,  she  was 
charmed  to  see  a  person  of  such  exalted  rank 
condescending  to  instruct  the  lowest  of  the  peo- 
ple, inciting  others  to  share  in  the  pleasing,  but 
arduous  task ;  and  even  following  the  poor  chil- 
dren to  their  cottages,  to  inquire  into  their  beha- 
viour at  home,  and  to  exhort  them  to  a  proper 
discharge  of  their  duty  towards  their  parents  and 
other  relatives.  But  it  was  not  merely  from  ob- 
serving the  benevolence  of  Lady  Spencer  with 
regard  to  the  infant  race  amongst  the  poor,  that 
Mrs.  Trimmer  was  pleased,  equally  was  she  edi- 
fied by  her  attention  to  the  aged.  Her  Ladyship 
had  under  her  superintendance  at  St.  Alban*s,  a 
charitable  institution  belonging  to  her  family, 
which  was  built  and  endowed  by  Sarah,  wife  of 
the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  consisting  of 
apartments  for  six-and-thirty  aged  persons ;  for 
those  who  had  known  better  days,  but  who  were 

K  2 


132 

happy  to  find  in  this  asylum  a  refuge  from  the 
vicissitudes  of  fortune,  and  to  enjoy  there  that 
quiet  and  repose  so  essential  to  those  who  are  far 
advanced  in  life.    Within  the  walls  of  this  esta- 
blishment did  Mrs.  Trimmer  follow  the  steps  of 
her  honoured  friend,  and  see  her  comforting  the 
afflicted,  consoling  the  dying,  and  pouring  into 
all  the  balm  of  kindness  and  sympathy.     To 
some  she  held  out  the  hand  of  bounty,  others 
were  exhorted  to  think  of  their  latter  end,  and  to 
prepare  for  it  by  repentance  and  piety,  or  by 
patience  and  submission  to  the  will  of  their  hea- 
venly Father,  to  render  themselves  fit  objects  of 
his  mercy.     It  is  indeed  hard  to  say,  whether  to 
the  young  or  to  the  old  her  cares  were  most  use- 
fully extended.     Her  exertions  for  the  temporal 
or  spiritual  wants'  of  either  were  unremitting  and 
unwearied.     Nor  were  those  of  middle  age  ex- 
empt from  her  tender  solicitude.     The  industri- 
ous were  encouraged,  the  sick  and  the  prisoner 
were  visited,  the  naked  were  clothed,  the  hungry 
fed.     Eyes  was  she  to  the  blind,  feet  to  the  lame,  and 
the  cause  that  she  knew  not  she  searched  out. 

To  those  who  have  perused  the  first  edition  of 
this  work,  it  may  seem  strange  that  no  mention 
should  have  been  sooner  made  of  a  friend,  from 
whom  Mrs.  Trimmer  had  received  so  much  kind- 
ness and  condescension ;  but  at  the  time  these 
Memoirs  were  sent  to  the  press  Lady  Spencdr 
was  living,  it  was  therefore  impossible  to  speak 
of  her  Ladyship  in  suitable  terms.    But  now  that 
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she  is  gone  to  the  silent  tomb^  and  the  voice  of 
praise  can  be  no  longer  mistaken  for  flattery^  or 
incur  the  displeasure  of  her  'whom  it  is  meant  to 
honour,  esteem  and  gratitude  demand  that  some 
memorial  should  be  made  of  her  merits,  and  that 
tiie  friendship  ydth  which  she  honoured  Mrs. 
Trimmer  should  not  be  passed  silently  over.  It 
is  not  however  intended  to  enter  more  fully  into 
the  life  of  this  exemplary  person — the  nature  of 
these  pages  would  not  admit  of  it,  nor  is  it  easy 
to  do  justice  to  her  worth. 

Though  blessed  with  an  excellent  understand^. 
ing,  and  adorned  with  every  advantage  that  ex- 
alted rank,  splendid  connexions,  riches,  and 
great  personal  accomplishments  could  bestow, 
all  sunk  beneath  the  virtues  of  the  meek  and 
pious  Christian.  The  graces  of  gentleness,  can^ 
dour,  patience,  fortitude,  forgiveness  of  injuries, 
true  and  unfeigned  humility  of  heart,  all  shone 
forth  in  her  character  with  distinguished  lustre,^ 
and  rendered  it  highly  admirable. 

After  a  long  life  spent  in  the  practice  of  virtue 
and  piety,  as  she  drew  towards  the  close  of  it, 
her  thoughts  were  almost  constantly  occupied 
with  that  which  was  to  come,  and  her  daily  and 
hourly  employment  was  to  prepare  herself  for 
that  better  country  where  all  her  joys  were  cen- 
tered. During  the  course  of  an  alarming  illness, 
some  months  before  her  death,  she  often  ex- 
pressed herself  to  a  friend,  who  had  the  privilege 
of  witnessing  her  patience,  composure^  and 
cheerfulness,  under  the  a£3icting  hand  of  the 
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Almighty,  as  ready  to  depart.  She  frequently 
said  that  all  fear  of  death  was  gone  from  her, 
and  this  she  humbly  trusted  from  no  presump- 
tuous feeling,  for  she  had  no  hopes,  but  from 
the  merits  of  her  Saviour — ^but  solely  from  the 
great  goodness  of  God,  who  had  thus  blessed 
her  with  peace  of  mind  at  her  lattef*  end. 

From  this  illness  she  recovered,  but  not  so  as 
to  regain  entirely  her  former  strength  and  acti- 
vity :  she  was  however  apparently  well  the  even- 
ing before  her  dissolution,  and  spent  some  hours 
in  cheerful  and  peaceful  conversation,  with  a 
much  loved  grandson*.  She  went  to  bed  on  the 
17th  of  March,  seemingly  in  good  health,  and 
waked  in  the  morning  the  same,  but  while  dress* 
ing  was  seized  with  a  cramp  in  her  stomach,  to 
which  she  was  subject,  and  had  only  time,  with 
her  usual  tenderness,  to  desire  her  attendants  not 
to  be  alarmed,  before  she  sunk  into  the  arms  of 
death. 

Few  people  were  ever  more  beloved  and  re- 
gretted than  this  excellent  and  amiable  lady. 
Who,  indeed,  ever  approached  her,  that  had  not 
received  some  proof  of  her  kindness,  or  some 
token  of  her  munificence?  To  Mrs.  Trimmer 
she  was,  as  to  numerous  others,  a  firm  and  un- 
deviating  friend;  and  that  for  five-and-twenty 
years,  during  which  time  her  Ladyship  conferred 
on  her  every  mark  of  esteem,  consideration,  and 
regard,  the  most  gratifying. 

*  The  Duke  of  Devonshire. 


x» 


JOURNAL 


l>t>S  THE 


YEAR  1788, 


Oct  27.  I  have  for  some  months  been  pre^ 
vented  from  continuing  my  Journal,  by  the  con- 
stant employment  in  which  I  am  engaged.  This 
year,  as  far  as  it  has  passed  away,  has  been  a 
year  of  great  blessings  :  the  troubles  and  cares 
to  which  humanity  is  ever  subject,  have  been 
mixed  with  them,  but  they  have  been  small  in 
comparison  of  what  we  have  suffered  in  former 
years :  with  gratitude  to  God  for  his  grace  and 
mercy  through  Jesus  Christ,  I  can  now  say,  that 
I  feel  much  less  affected  than  formerly  with 
worldly  evils :  they  agitate  me  with  apprehension 
for  a  little  while,  and  then  give  way  to  the  peace 
of  God,  which  takes  possession  of  my  soul :  very 
often  in  the  midst  of  perplexities,  I  feel  an  inward 
assurance  that  no  harm  shall  happen  to  me  while 
I  persevere  in  the  ways  of  holiness :  this  kindles 
a  resolution  to  continue  to  seek  the  kingdom  of 
God  and  his  righteousness,  and  a  trust  in  God  for 
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the  performance  of  his  promise,  that  he  will 
never  leave  or  forsake  those  who  so  trust  in  him. 
What  can  this  be  but  the  operation  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  the  Comforter ! 

O  merciful  Father,  I  acknowledge  with  gra- 
titude, too  great  for  utterance,  thine  abundant 
and  repeated  mercies.  I  have  the  most  perfect 
reliance  on  thy  goodness :  I  plead  no  merits  of 
my  own,  but  I  trust  in  those  of  my  blessed  Re- 
deemer. I  most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  conti- 
nue to  me  and  my  dear  husband  and  children, 
thy  providential  care  and  fatherly  protection. 
O  shield  me  from  all  evil,  and  graciously  grant 
us  such  a  share  of  worldly  blessings  as  shall  en- 
able us  to  serve  thee  with  quiet  minds.  Lord, 
not  our  will,  but  thine  be  done  1" 

Blessed  Jesus,  my  adorable,  my  beloved 
Saviour,  not  those  disciples  who  were  eye-wit- 
nesses of  thy  miracles,  could  have  a  stronger  be- 
lief in  thy  divine  power  than  I  have.  O  Lord,  I 
am  fully  persuaded,  that  in  the  power  of  the  Fa- 
ther thou  canst  do  all  things.  Extend  to  me  and 
mine,  I  beseech  thee,  the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit : 
enable  us  in  our  several  relations  to  do  the  will 
of  our  heavenly  Father,  and  to  submit  to  all  the 
dispensations  of  his  Providence,  without  murmur- 
ing or  discontent*  Let  every  adverse  circiun- 
stance  carry  our  thoughts  on  towards  that  land 
where  the  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and  the 
weary  are  at  rest.  O  Lord,  make  us  satisfied 
with  what  our  heavenly  Father  shall  see  fit  to  «!<> 
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lot  us.    Endue  lui  with  the  graces  of  humility  ttkt 
reiignatfon." 


Mrs.  Denward  having  been  ahready  menti<Mied 
in  the  Journal  of  1786,  our  readers  may  poteiUy 
be  desirous  of  heariag  some  further  particulars 
relating  to  this  venerable  lady.  The  acquaint- 
ance  which  was  accidentally  begun  between 
her  and  Mrs.  Trimmer,  through  the  medium  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Carter,  the  translator  of  Epicte- 
tus,  grew  into  a  friendship  which  was  never  re- 
mitted during  the  remainder  of  the  life  of  Mrs. 
Denward,  and  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction 
to  both  parties. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  most  of  the 
letters  from  Mrs.  Trimmer  to  her  respected 
friend,  were  destroyed  by  the  executor  of  that 
lady:  two  or  three  only  remain,  which  are 
sufficient  to  make  us  lament  the  loss  of  the 
others.  Had  they  all  been  preserved,  we  should 
probably  have  had  a  most  interesting  detail  of 
the  rise  and  progress  of  Sunday  Schools  and 
Schools  of  Industry,  and  likewise  many  little 
anecdotes  relating  to  the  various  publications 
of  Mrs.  Trimmer.  Perhaps  she  was  more  in- 
debted to  Mrs.  Denward,  than  to  any  indivi- 
dual, for  encouragement  in  the  exercise  of  h^ 
talent  for  writing  instructions  suited  to  the  com- 
prehension of  the  poor.  The  extraordinary  be- 
nevolence of  that  lady,  and  her  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  manners  and  habits  of  the 
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lower  orders  of  the  people,  made  her  take  pecu- 
liar pleasure  in  those  writings  of  Mrs.  Trimmer, 
which  were  designed  for  their  improvement,  and 
induced  her  sometimes  to  point  out  what  was 
wanted  for  that  purpose.  When  she  ventured  to 
suggest  any  thing  of  this  kind,  it  was  with  so 
much  modesty  and  humility,  and  such  deference 
for  the  judgment  of  the  author,  whose  writings 
she  admired,  that  it  was  impossible  to  be  other- 
wise than  pleased  with  her  advice. 

In  consequence  of  a  hint  given  by  Mrs.  Den- 
ward,  that  the  poor  stood  in  need  of  being  set 
right  with  regard  to  their  treatment  of  the  brute 
creation,  Mrs.  Trimmer  began  a  tale  designed  to 
convey  this  kind  of  instruction  to  them ;  but  her 
mind  being  much  occupied  at  that  time  with 
Sunday  Schools,  she  was  drawn  from  her  first 
intention,  and  wrote  the  "  Servant's  Friend.''  She 
however  took  up  the  subject  in  a  second  part, 
entitled  the  "  Two  Farmers,"  ia which  was  intro- 
duced all  that  Mrs.  Denward  had  advised  on  the 
treatment  of  animals.  The  writing  these  two 
books  probably  led  to  the  composing  of  the 
"  Instructive  Tales,"  which  were  first  published 
in  the  ^*  Family  Magazine,"  and  also  to  the  de- 
scription of  the  horse  and  other  animals  in  that 
work,  and  to  the  fables  in  the  ''  Charity  School 
Spelling  Book.'* 

Nor  was  Mrs.  Denward  less  happy  in  the  en- 
couragement she  gave  to  Mrs.  Trimmer,  with  re- 
spect to  her  plans  for  the  establishment  of  schooki 
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for  the  instruction  of  the  poor.  Her  introduction 
of  the  spinning-wheel,  mentioned  in  her  letters, 
was  the  origin  of  a  School  of  Industry  in  Brent* 
ford,  which,  though  at  present  under  a  different 
form,  has  flourished  between  twenty  and  thirty 
years  in  that  place,  and  has  proved  a  standing 
benefit  to  the  town.  Numberless  schools  were 
formed  upon  the  model  of  this,  as  ladies  were  in- 
duced by  the  description  of  it  in  the  economy 
of  Charity,  to  found  similar  establishments 


TO  MRS.  DENWARD. 

Aug.l7S6. 

Dear  Madam, 

You  have  conferred  a  singular  obligation,  as: 
well  as  honour,  upon  my  dear  children,  by  ap- 
pointing them  your  almoners :  they  beg  me  to 
convey  their  thanks,  and  at  the  same  time  to  as- 
sure you,  that  it  will  give  them  extreme  satisfac- 
tion to  dispense  your  bounty  agreeably  to  your 
benevolent  intentions.  The  neighbourhood  being 
very  populous,  and  the  proportion  of  poor  very 
great,  the  firequency  of  application  often  exceeds 
our  ability,  and  therefore  your  donation  is  a  va- 
luable acquisition,  particularly  at  this  time,  a& 
th^  late  establishment  of  Sunday  Schools  has  re- 
quired exertions  for  the  benefit  of  the  young, 
which  rather  interfere  with  the  interest  of  the 
sick  and  aged.  It  is  astonishing  to  see  the  suc- 
cess of  these  schools  in  this  place,  and  I  cannot 
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help  attributing  it  to  the  great  attention  of  young 
persons  who  regularly  attend  three  times  a  day,, 
and  assist  the  teachers  in  instructing  the  poor 
children.    Delighted  to  be  thus  noticed  by  per- 
sons of  their  own  age,  whom  they  regard  as  so 
much  their  superiors,  the  scholars  are  emulous 
to  improve  in  every  respect    Instruction  givea 
in  this  way  operates  in  a  two-fold  manner  oa 
those  who  give,  as  well  as  those  who  receive  it. 
In  order  to  encourage  the  girls  to  be  cleanly,  and 
dress  suitably  to  their  station  in  life,  the  young 
ladies  make  caps  and  handkerchiefs,  which  they 
with  their  own  hands  put  upon  those  who  de- 
serve rewards.    It  is  really  very  pleasing  to  hear 
them,  when  assembled  together,  contriving  little 
schemes  for  the  advantage  of  their  pupils,  and 
expressing  their  wishes  for  the  return  of  Sunday, 
instead  of  regarding  that  holy  day  as  the  inter- 
rupter of  their  joys. 

I  know  not  whether  it  is  usual  for  young  per- 
sons in  other  places  to  attend  the  Sunday  Schools; 
if  I  thought  it  were  not,  I  would  address  them 
publicly  on  the  subject,  because  I  am  confident* 
were  the  practice  general,  it  would  have  a  happy 
effect  on  the  higher  as  well  as  lower  orders  oC 
children,  who  certainly  should  be  taught  to  re- 
gard each  other  as  fellow-christians. 

I  am  happy  to  find.  Madam,  that  you  approve 
\he  Servant's  Friend ;  you  will  now  understand 
that  the  Sunday  Schools  turned  me  out  of  the 
path  you  before  prescribed  me :  however,  I  shall 
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endeavour  to  say  every  thing  you  wisti  me  to  do 
in  favour  of  animals,  in  the  Two  Farmers. 

I  hope  you  will  allow  me  the  honour  of  dedi^ 
eating  this  little  work  to  you.  You  may  trust 
me.  Madam,  for  you  will  not  find  me  a  flatterer, 
and  it  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  give  a 
public  testimony  of  my  esteem  for  you. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 
Your  obliged  and  obedient  Servant, 

S.  Trimmer. 


TO  MRS.  TRIMMER. 

Sept.  h  1786. 

Dear  Madam, 

I  am  very  ill,  and  by  no  means  fit  to  write, 
yet  I  could  not  neglect  thanking  you  for  your 
kind  expressions  of  esteem  for  me,  and  for  the 
honour  you  intended  me  in  a  dedication.     I  am 
truly  sensible  of  the  compliment  you  designed 
me,  but  give  me  leave  to  say  it  ought  not  to  be, 
for  in  matters  of  public  utility,  the  advantage  of 
the  cause  is  the  first  thing  to  be  considered ;  now 
a  treatise  on  the  great  advantage  of  Sunday 
Schools,  written  by  your  pathetic  and  pleasing 
pen,  may  be  productive  of  infinite  good;  but 
without  presuming  to  dictate,  give  me  leave  to 
hint,  that  the  work  should  be  dedicated  to  some 
lady  of  dignity,  suppose  the  lady  of  the  Arch- 
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bishop  of  Canterbury ;  in  her  exalted  station 
she  may  be  a  powerful  patroness,  and  I  hear 
the  Archbishop  is  a  great  advocate  for  Sunday 
Schools. 

Your  plan  for  the  young  ladies  to  preside  over 
the  Schools  in  their  respective  neighbourhoods,  I 
am  much  charmed  with,  there  they  will  find  the 
most  heart-felt  satisfaction,  and  the  noblest  em- 
ployment for  their  superior  stations.  What  are 
gay  equipages,  glittering  dresses,  balls,  routs,  &c. 
but  superficial  pleasures  that  sicken  and  fade 
away  in  the  enjoyment,  and  little  better  than  fan- 
tastic dreams. 

The  Rev,  Dn  Home*  has  a  very  large  Sunday 
School  at  Canterbury,  to  which  he  gives  vast  at- 
tention ;  his  children  all  sing  hymns  delightfully, 
I  am  told ;  I  suppose  your  s  all  sing  Psalms  and 
Hymns. 

Before  I  conclude  this  scrawl,  I  am  sure  I 
ought  to  ask  your  pardon,  for  saying  so  peremp* 
torily  it  ought  not  to  be :  the  reasons  are  these  :  I 
am  a  being  much  too  insignificant  to  be  noticed. 
Bom  and  bred  in  the  shades  of  life,  living  always 
recluse  and  unknown,  except  to  the  little  remote 
village  adjoining;  the  widow  of  a  clergyman 
unpreferred,  except  a  laborious  curacy  of  25L  a 
year.  He  would  have  made  a  most  excellent 
parish-priest,  he  was  an  admired  and  edifying 
preacher. 

*  Afterwards  Bishop  of  Norwich. 
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My  b^  wiftlies  attend  all  your  amiable  family.: 
I  was  80  extremely  glad  to  find,  that  your  dear 
daughters  took  so  politely  and  in  good  part  the 
mite  I  sent  for  their  poor  neighbours,  that  I  haye 
herewith  enclosed  another  mite  for  the  same  pur* 

pose^ 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  much  obliged,  humble  Ser/ant,  ^ 

£•  Denward. 


TO  MRS.  DENWARD. 

Dear  Madam, 

I  should  not.  so  long  have  deferred  acknow-» 
ledging  your  obliging  favour,  but  that  I  was  fear-^ 
fill  my  correspondence  would  be  troublesome  to 
you,  while  you  were  so  much  indisposed.  You 
have  had  my  constant  wishes  for  your  recovery, 
and  I  hope  to  have  the  satisfaction  of  hearing  of 
it,  but  beg  it  may  be  by  another  hand ;  for  believe 
me,  dear  Madam,  the  idea  of  your  writing  to  me 
with  so  much  pain  to  yourself,  gave  me  a  great 
deal  of  uneasiness,  and  considerably  abated  the 
pleasure  I  should  otherwise  have  received  from 
the  fresh  proof  of  your  good  opinion  of  me  and 
my  family. 

I  have  at  length  completed  the  tale  of  the  Two 
Farmers.  I  shall  put  it  into  the  printer's  hands 
to-morrow,  and  he  promises  to  print  it  without 
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delay.  It  is  a  great  disappointment,  to  me  not  to 
be  allowed  to  dedicate  it  agreeably  to  my  wishea ; 
but  I  would  by  no  means  draw  you  from  the  re- 
tirement you  seem  to  delight  in,  and  therefore 
yield  the  point  to  your  better  judgment,  yet  I 
cannot  help  repeating  that  I  would  not  have  hurt 
your  delicacy  by  flattery. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  your  kind  hint  respect- 
ing the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  lady;  but  as 
I  have  not  the  honour  of  being  known  to  her,  and 
I  question  whether  she  has  ever  heard  of  my 
name,  I  do  not  like  to  ask  the  favour,  lest  she 
should  rank  me  with  mercenary  authors ;  and  I 
have  reason  to  hope,  from  the  great  sale  of  the 
"  Servant's  Friend,**  that  this  little  work  will 
make  its  own  way  without  the  patronage  of  the 
great,  which  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me,  un- 
less I  was  sure  of  their  good  opinion  also.  Do 
not  call  yourself  an  insignificant  being,  my  dear 
Madam,  if  you  can  perform  such  acts  as  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  of  making  me  witness  to, 
you  by  no  means  deserve  such  an  epithet.  Wher- 
ever you  have  been  bom  or  bred,  you  are  pos- 
sessed of  that  spirit  of  universal  benevolence 
which  would  ennoble  a  rank  much  inferior  to  that 
of  the  widow  of  a  respectable  clergyman. 

My  daughters  return  their  respectful  and 
grateful  thanks  for  your  last  deposit,  which  they 
will  take  care  to  distribute  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  answer  your  kind  intention. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  our  Sunday  scholars  do  not 
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yet  sing  Psalms  or  Hymns ;  the  boys  are  begin- 
ning to  learn,  but  the  generality  of  the  children 
did  not  know  their  letters  when  the  Schools 
opened,  which  was  about  16  weeks  ago ;  they 
are  greatly  improved  in  reading,  &c.  and  begin  to 
make  a  very  decent  appearance.  Their  attach- 
ment and  respectful  behaviour  to  us  who  teach 
them  is  flattering.  My  best  wishes,  with  those 
of  my  whole  family  attend  you. 


JOURNAL 


FOB  TBE 


YEAR  1790. 


Jan.  1.  The  various  employments  to  which  I 
find  it  necessary  to  attend,  so  entirely  occupy 
my  time,  that  I  cannot  keep  a  regular  Journal.  I 
could  wish  to  note  the  minutes  as  they  pass,  and 
correct  from  day  to  day  what  has  been  amiss ; 
but  this  is  impossible.  Let  me,  however,  take  a 
retrospect  of  the  last  year ;  thanks  to  Almighty 
goodness,  it  has  been  a  prosperous,  and  upon  the 
whole  a  happy  one,  and  I  trust,  I  have  made 
some  progress  in  Christian  virtue ;  but,  alas !  I 
still  fall  greatly  short  of  what  many  have  attained 
to ;  but  I  resolve  for  the  time  to  come  to  use  my 
best  endeavours  to  do  the  will  of  my  heavenly 
Father ;  to  honour  my  blessed  Redeemer,  and  to 
obey  the  dictates  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Every 
day's  experience  convinces  me  more  and  more^ 
that  there  is  an  over-ruling  Providence.  I  have 
been  led  to  see  it  in  numberless  instances,  both 
in  my  own  family,  and  in  public  occurrences.  I 
have  the  most  lively  faith  in  all  the  revelations  of 
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divine  things  contained  in  the  holy  Scripttiretf ; 
and  clearly  see  the  necessity  of  divine  grace,  and 
the  fiillibility  of  human  reason.  I  as  firmly  be- 
lieve in  all  that  is  revealed  concerning  a  future 
state,  as  if  I  beheld  these  glorious  things  with 
my  eyes,  and  I  acknowledge  the  infinite  good^ 
ness  of  God,  in  revealing  them.  I  esteem  above 
all  that  this  world  can  give,  the  high  prize  which 
is  aet  before  me,  I  contemplate  with  love  inex* 
pressible,  the  goodness  of  my  Saviour  in  dying 
for  mankind,  and  I  trust  in  his  merits  alone  for 
salvation. 

O  Almighty  Father,  I  am  now  brought  by  thy 
good  providence  to  the  beginning  of  another  year; 
before  I  proceed  to  act  in  worldly  affairs,  let  me 
with  a  grateful  thankful  heart,  acknowledge  thy 
bountiful  goodness  in  that  which  is  past.  O  Lord, 
how  greatly  hast  thou  provided  for  our  temporal 
wants ;  how  merciful  hast  thou  been  to  our  spi- 
ritual necessities.  Lord,  I  bless  thy  holy  name,  for 
the  share  of  health  thou  hast  afforded  to  me,  and 
my  dear  family,  for  the  success  thou  hast  been 
pleased  to  give  to  the  industry  of  my  dear  hus- 
band and  sons,  for  the  blessing  thou  hast  given  to 
my  humble  labours  for  the  instruction  of  my  fel- 
low creatures,  and  for  every  other  instance  of  thy 
loving  kindness  to  me,  and  all  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  me. 

Lord  Jesus,  my  adorable,  my  divine  Lord  and 
Saviour,  whom  my  soul  honours  with  the  highest 
veneration,  accept,  I  beseech  thei3  my  unfeigned 
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thanksgiving  for  thine  infinite  love  and  compas* 
sion  to  sinful  men,  and  for  thy  tender  pity  shown 
to  myself,  in  particular,  in  numberless  instances. 

0  Lord,  when  I  cried  unto  thee  for  help,  thou 
didst  lend  a  gracious  ear  to  my  humble  pe- 
titions. 

O  blessed  Lord,  it  is  my  desire  to  follow  thy 
divine  example,  as  far  as  the  infirmities  of  human 
nature  will  permit,  and  to  continue  thy  faithful 
disciple  till  death.  Thou  knowest  that  I  put  not 
my  trust  in  any  thing  that  I  do,  my  reliance  for 
mercy,  my  hopes  of  eternal  life,  are  founded  on 
thy  merits.  O  Lord,  keep  me  thine  evermore  !  O 
hear  thou  in  Heaven  thy  dwelling  place,  reject 
not  my  humble  petitions  ;  Lord,  I  desire  to  de- 
vote to  thy  service  a  large  portion  of  my  time ; 
not  for  the  indulgence  of  vain  desires  do  I  covet 
leisure ;  but  I  ardently  wish  to  maintain  thine 
honour  in  this  degenerate  age,  and  to  teach  the 
rising  generation  to  know  thee  as  thou  art.  Lord^ 

1  am  also  desirous  to  turn  the  hearts  of  my  poor 
neighbours  towards  the  ordinances  of  my  God  ! 
I  am  jealous  for  the  honour  of  thy  house.  O 
Lord,  guide,  direct,  and  bless  me  in  these  pur- 
suits i  without  thee  I  can  do  nothing.  It  is  thou, 
O  Lord,  who  hast  inclined  the  poor  to  attend  to 
my  remonstrance.  Thou  alone  who  canst  awaken 
them  from  sin.  O  Lord,  now  that  these  scattered 
sheep  are  collected  ai^d  brought  to  thy  flock,  let 

not  Satan  pluck  them  out  of  our  hands. 
O  adorable  Saviour,  receive  my  petitions  also 
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»  belwlf'of  my  a«m  dear  fiunily.  Grant  my  dear 
hmfaand  health,  and  every  other  temporal  bles- 
liag,  and  guide  him  in  the  way  of  holiness  by 
thy  good  Spirit  May  he  encrease  in  faith  and 
knowledge,  and  may  we  after  a  life  of  piety  and 
charity,  dwell  together  in  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 
O  Lord,  bless  my  dear  children,  preserve  from 
the  dangerous  allurements  of  this  world,  him  who 
is  now  about  to  leave  the  paternal  roof;  and  teach 
him  to  pre£er  things  spiritual  to  things  t^nporaL 
O  divine  Saviour,  to  thee  I  address  my  petition, 
ibr  how  can  sinful  mortals  have  access  to  an  all 
perfect  God  but  through  a  Mediator,  who  has 
himself  borne  their  infirmities  ?  O  may  these  hum- 
ble petitions  of  a  contrite  sinner,  of  a  servant 
conscious  of  numberless  ofiences,  omissions,  and 
defects,  find  acceptance  at  the  throne  of  Grace ! 
Merciful  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  hear 
me !  Leave  me  not  to  myself!  O  how  my  heart 
pants  after  heavenly  wisdom — how  ardently  do  I 
desire  to  do  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father,  and 
to  promote  on  earth  the  honour  of  my  Saviour ! 
Lord,  thou  hidest  thyself  from  those  who  esteem 
themselves  wise  and  learned,  but  revealest  thyself 
unto  babes.  I  desire  to  humble  myself  as  a  little 
child,  I  submit  to  thy  guidance ! 

April  23.  Another  chasm  in  my  Journal !  oc« 
sasioned  in  the  beginnings  as  I  think,  by  my  ful- 
ness of  employment,  and  since  by  indisposition. 

April  26*    I  find  myself  better  this  morning. 
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but  8tiU  far  from  well.  I  trust,  I  shall  to-morrow 
be  able  to  pursue  my  studies.  O  blessed  Lord, 
praised  and  adored  be  thou  for  all  thy  mercies 
bestowed  upon  me,  particularly .  for  those  of  the 
day  past.  Grant  me  a  quiet  and  comfortable 
night,  and  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure,  raise  me  up 
in  health  to-morrow,  that  I  may  pursue  my  de* 
lightful  task.  O  Lord,  I  am  very  sensible,  that  in 
respect  to  thee,  I  am  an  unprofitable  servant,  and 
that  thou  couldst  raise  up  others  more  capable 
than  myself  of  benefiting  their  fellow  creatures ; 
yet  as  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  bless  my  weak 
endeavours  so  far  as  to  make  them  in  some  sort 
useful,  I  humbly  entreat  thee  not  to  take  the  ta- 
lent from  me.  Lord,  I  would  willingly  improve 
it  to  the  utmost.  I  would  not  be  a  slothful  ser- 
vant. I  am  desirous  that  whenever  my  Divine 
Master  comes,  I  may  be  found  watching,  and  do*' 
ing  my  duty.  All  the  trivial  pleasures  of  the 
world  I  would  gladly  resign,  to  employ  my  por- 
tion of  time  in  asserting  the  honour  of  my  Saviour. 
O  blessed  Jesus,  strengthen  me  for  this  purpose. 
I  will  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good,  so  may  I 
expect  him  to  bless  me  with  all  things  necessary 
for  the  sustenance  of  this  mortal  life.  I  delight 
in  the  Lord ;  I  prefer  the  pleasures  of  religion  to 
all  that  this  world  can  give.  I  aspire  after  hea- 
venly joys.  The  Lord,  if  I  famt  not,  will  grant 
the  desire  of  my  heart.  I  commit  my  ways  unto 
the  Lord,  with  firm  trust  and  confidence^  that 


lie  will  order  all  things  for  my  eternal  wel&re^ 
and  am  ftill  of  hope,  for  my  confidence  is  not  in 
Tain. 

The  Lord  knoweth  the  way  of  the  upright,  and 
hath  provided  an  eternal  inheritance  for  them. 
They  shall  not  be  Ashamed  when  they  stand  be- 
fore his  Judgment  Seat  at  the  last  awful  day.  O 
Lord,  hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my 
footsteps  slip  not !  I  am  desirous  to  depart  from 
evil^  and  to  do  good  evermore.  Teach  my  mouth 
to  speak  vnsdoro,  and  my  tongue  to  talk  of  thy 
judgments,  that  I  may  instruct  the  poor  and  igno- 
rant O  Lord,  thou  art  my  salvation,  thou  art 
my  help  in  time  of  trouble. 

May  6.  Thanks  to  Almighty  goodness,  I  have 
had  another  comfortable  day,  and  have  been  able 
to  pursue  my  work  with  pleasure  and  alacrity.  I 
will  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart,  I 
will  shew  forth  thy  marvellous  loving  kindness. 
I  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  unto  thee,  O  thou  most 
highest ;  I  will  endeavour  to  walk  uprightly,  and 
to  work  righteousness;  I  will  speak  the  truth 
from  my  heart.  I  vrill  not  backbite  with  my 
tongue,  I  will  not  do  evil  to  my  neighbour,  or 
take  up  a  reproach  against  him,  I  will  shun  the 
company  of  wicked  persons,  and  honour  them 
that  fear  thee ;  I  will  perform  my  vows  and  pro- 
mises even  to  my  prejudice.  O  Lord,  grant  me 
thy  grace  to  keep  these  resolutions,  then  shall  I 

abide  in  tby  Tabernacle,  I  shall  be  safe  under 
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thy  protection,  I  shall  dwell  in  Heaven  with  theie 
hereafter ! 

Psalm  18.1  will  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my  strength. 
The  Lord  is  my  rock,  my  fortress,  and  my  deli- 
verer. The  sorrows  of  death  compassed  me.  In 
my  distress  I  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  heard 
me  out  of  his  holy  Temple ;  my  cry  came  unto 
him,  even  unto  his  ears.  He  sent  from  above,  he 
took  me  out  of  many  waters ;  not  for  my  righteous- 
ness, but  for  his  mercy's  sake  hath  he  preserved 
me.  I  will  henceforth  strive  to  keep  the  ways  of 
the  Lord ;  I  will  not  willingly  depart  from  my 
God;  I  will  keep  his  judgments  before  me;  I 
will  not  put  his  statutes  from  me ;  I  will  endea- 
vour to  keep  from  iniquity,  then  will  the  Lord 
light  my  candle.  He  will  enlighten  my  darkness. 
As  for  God,  his  way  is  perfect ;  he  is  a  buckler 
to  all  those  who  trust  in  him. 

0  Lord,  I  will  lay  me  down  and  sleep,  and 
take  my  rest,  for  it  is  thou  only  that  canst  keep 
me  and  mine  in  safety,  which  I  trust  thou  wilt 
do* 

1  close  the  week  with  thanksgiving  for  all  thy 
mercies.  A  joyful  and  a  pleasant  thing  it  is  to 
be  thankful. 

May  10.  I  have  had  a  quiet  comfortable  night, 
and  find  myself  rather  better.  O  Lord,  I  render 
thee  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  all  thy  mercies* 
Lord  Jesus,  help  my  infirmities ;  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  to  submit  to  the  guidance  of  thy  holy  Spi- 
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lit,  O  letve  I3M  not  to  mywlf.  t^roaper,  I  beseech 
thee,  the  business  I  am  i^ing  about,  not  on  the 
physician's  skill,  but  on  thy  blessinf^  is  my  de- 
pendence. It  is  Gk>d  that  wounds,  and  he  alone 
can  heal.  O  speak  the  word,  blessed  Lord,  and 
my  child  will  be  healed,  and  my  infirmities  be 
removed*.  O  mere^ully  grant,  that  while  I  live 
I  may  be  the  instrument  of  thy  Providence.  O 
Lord,  never  would  I  lay  my  talent  by  in  a  napkin. 
O  that  I  could  encrease  it  a  thousand  and  a  thou- 
sand fold,  for  the  benefit  of  my  fellow  creatures ! 
Lord,  I  wish,  most  ardently  wish,  to  be  among 
the  number  of  those  to  whom  thou  wilt  say,  at  the 
last  day,  Well  done  good  and  faithful  tervanl,  enter 
thou  into  the  Joy  t^  thy  Lord.  May  I  be  found  at 
thy  coming  with  my  lamp  ready,  and  my  loins 
girded  I  O  Lord,  send  thy  blessing.  I  beseech  thee, 
this  day  upon  me,  my  dear  husband,  and  chil- 
dren. Have  compassion  on  my  dear  father-in- 
law,  and  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure  heal  his  sick- 
ness, and  grant  him  a  longer  continuance  Mrith 
Us,  make  his  last  days  happy,  and  receive  him 
finally  into  thy  heavenly  kingdom. 

May  19.    I  have  been  very  uncomfortable  all 
day,  and  unable  from  indisposition  to  settle  to 

*  During  great  part  of  this  year,  Mri.  Trimmer  waa  much 
ludiaposed,  and  unable  to  pursue  her  studiea  ;  this  waa  a  great 
•onrce  of  vexation  to  her,  as  she  bad  some  works  in  band,  by 
^hidi  ibe  hoped  to  improve  the  rising  generation,  and  aasert 
the  'hoBonr  of  her  Saviour,  whose  divinity  about  that  time  waa 
d  by  m«ny  subtle  and  artful  assailants. 
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writing,  my  hopes  are  transferred  till  to-morrow« 

0  how  fallacious  is  hope  in  respect  to  the  pur- 
suits of  this  life.  Happy  are  those  who  have  a 
sure  foundation  for  it,  in  the  promises  of  God  re- 
specting another  world ! 

May  20.  I  have,  as  I  apprehended,  been  unable 
to  write  to  day ;  it  is  a  great  mortification,  but 
without  doubt  it  is  for  the  best,  and  my  part  is 
submission.  I  ought  to  make  myself  easy  under 
every  disappointment,  because  none  can  happen 
without  the  Divine  permission.  My  services  are 
not  necessary  to  the  Almighty,  he  has  thousands 
of  others  whom  he  can  render  more  capable  than 

1  am  of  effecting  the  purpose  which  I  have  so 
much  at  heart.  Yet,  O  merciful  Saviour,  reject 
me  not.     O  cast  me  not  off  in  displeasure ! 

May  23.  To  day  is  Whitsunday,  and  it  is  my 
design  to  receive  the  holy  sacrament.  I  hope  to 
see  there,  two  persons  whom  I  persuaded  to  go, 
one  of  them  is  a  girl,  who  has  been  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  ever  since  they  were  established.  I  trust, 
she  is  well  acquainted  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  religion. 

Blessed  Jesus,  I  am  this  day  going  to  thine 
altar.  I  go  as  a  sick  person,  who  stands  in  need 
of  relief.  O  heal  my  infirmities,  I  most  humbly 
beseech  thee.  Friend  of  my  soul  cast  me  not  off. 
Behold  how  I  mourn  in  my  heart,  and  am  vexed, 
because  I  cannot  shew  my  love  to  thee  as  I  wish 
to  do.  O  that  I  had  been  of  that  blest  number 
who  ministered  to  thee  during  thine  abode  on 
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entht  LdtA  1dc%  down  fma  Hetiveii  on  me  thy 

faithful  servant. 

May  24.     I  received  the  sacrament  yi  * 

with  great  comfort.  I  rose  early  this  morn 
feel  such  a  lassitude  about  me,  that  I  fea 
not  be  able  to  write  much.  However  I 
my  best,  and  that  will  be  accepted  by  r 
venly  Father.  I  most  ardently  desire  on  t 
of  grace,  and  it  is  my  resolution  to  fol  w 
commands  of  God ;  T  '  '  !  however  v 
the  spirit,  the  flesh  is  :ak. 

May  25.    I  could  m  myself  to  write  al' 

I' day  yesterday,  but  foi  t  I  had  a  good  d 

Lj)f  employment  with  Ih  n  the  morning,  am 

[Aat  took  off  the  distr  a  which  torments 

;  when  I  am  not  ca        le  of  writing,   of  b       s 
Beless  in  the  world,  a       losing  a  portion  of 
time,  which  it  is  my        lest  desire  to  employ 
profitably. 

June  3.  Blessed  I  d,  with  unspeakable  gra- 
titude, I  beseech  thee,  to  accept  my  thanksgivings 
for  the  mercies  of  the  day  past.  O  Lord,  1  ac- 
knowledge myself  to  be  unworthy  of  the  least  of 
all  thy  favours  ;  the  longer  I  live,  and  the  more  I 
study  thy  holy  word,  the  more  sensible  I  become 
of  my  own  deficiencies.  O  let  humility  be  ac- 
cepted instead  of  rnerit  for  my  Redeemer's  sake. 
Lord  Jesus,  vouchsafe  to  accept  my  humble  ser- 
vices. Enable  me,  I  beseech  thee,  to  propagate 
thy  Gospel  in  some  degree.  To  prove  myself 
thy  faithful  disciple,  is  the  highest  honour  I  aspire 
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to,  but  I  am  a  poor,  weak,  imperfect  creature  2 
let  me  never  forget  my  infirmities,  neither  let 
forget  that  I  am  of  that  sex  which  ought  to 
subordinate  to  those  whom  thou  hast  placed 
the  head  of  the  creation  in  this  world.     I  canaoH 
be  thy  minister ;  I  am  content  to  be  thy  hanct^ 
maid.     Nay,  I  had  rather  be  a  door  keeper  in  the . 
house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
the  ungodly. 

June  6.  It  is  an  observation  of  Dr.  Johnson  8, 
that  few  people  die  without  affectation.  I  cannot 
accord  vrith  this  sentiment.  I  believe  it  is  a  conif 
mon  thing  for  those  who  have  led  a  good  life,  ta. 
take  pleasure  in  expressing  the  inward  consola- 
tions which  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  testimony  of. 
a  good  conscience  give  them :  and  to  desire  to 
support  a  good  character  to  the  last.  This  surely 
is  not  to  be  called  affectation.  I  often  think  I 
should  like,  when  dying,  to  set  an  example  of  for- 
titude to  my  friends,  and  to  express  to  them, 
what  I  hope  I  shall  then  feel,  the  joyful  expecta- 
tion of  seeing  my  dear  Redeemer. 

June  23.  I  had  a  very  comfortable  day  yester- 
day, for  notwithstanding  the  weather  was  most 
intensely  hot,  I  was  able  to  pursue  my  darling 
employment  with  zeal.  Thanks  to  Almighty  good- 
ness, I  think  I  am  now  restored  once  more  to 
health.  O  may  I  make  a  proper  use  of  this  ines- 
timable blessing,  and  fulfil  the  resolutions  I  have 
made  during  my  illness. 

O  Lord,  what  an  honour  is  this  which  I  am  now 
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'  enjoying,  holding  converee  as  it  were  with  my 
I   Maker!    I  lift  up  my  heart  to  thee  will  )le 

adoration  and  thanksgiving,  and  trust  th( 
down  upon  me  with  complacency  and 
that  I  could  fulfil  the  will  of  my  heaven 
as  the  angels  do !     May  I,  after  this  life 
be  admitted  into  their  blest  society  !     B 
my  Saviour!  adorable  Jesus  !  whom  my  soul  ho- 
nours with  the  higbest  — "-"ion,  accept  my  hum- 
ble services!     Enabk  thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
assert  thy  divinity,  a  me  to  establish  thy 
true  faith  among  the  yov        and  ignorant.     I  de- 
vote myself  to  thee.     I  desire  to  offer  up  myself 
to  thy  guidance.  May  thy  grace,  the  love  of  God 
the  Father,  and  the  fe    iwship  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
be  with  me,  and  all  who  are  near  and  dear  to  me, 
this  night  and  for  evei      Let  us  close  our  eyes  in 
peace,  and  rise  with  r    ewed  strength  to  perform 
the  duties  of  our  resp     :ive  stations. 

June  25.  This  day,  O  Lord,  is  thine  ;  let  me 
not  profane  it  by  casting  a  gloom  over  that  sea- 
son which  thou  didst  design  for  the  refreshment 
both  of  body  and  mind.  O  may  thy  grace  assist 
me  to  pass  it  properly  !  I  will  go  and  instruct 
the  poor.  1  will  offer  up  my  prayers  and  thanks- 
givings  in  the  congregation.  O  make  me  joyful 
in  thy  house  of  prayer.  Lord,  I  am  willing  to  turn 
my  foot  from  the  path  of  worldly  business  and 
pleasure.  I  esteem  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the 
holy  day  of  the  Lord  honourable.  I  wish  to  ho- 
""ur  thee,  my  Creator  and  Redeemer.  I  desire 
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to  follow  thy  commandments,  to  find  pleasure  in 
thy  service,  to  speak  thy  word.  Let  me  delight 
myself  in  thee,  for  so  hast  thou  promised  ! 

O  Lord,  I  am  truly  sensible  that  I  am  un- 
worthy of  the  least  of  all  thy  favours,  for  I  am  a 
sinful  creature,  and  at  present  a  very  useless  one 
in  the  creation ;  but  thou  knowest  all  my  infirmi- 
ties. Blessed  Jesus,  whom  my  soul  honours  with 
the  highest  veneration ;  adorable  Saviour,  whom 
I  love  beyond  the  power  of  utterance;  look 
down  with  complacency  on  me,  thy  humble  ser^ 
vant.  O  thou  who  lovest  the  humble  and  meek, 
look  with  compassion  on  me.  Lord,  I  have  not- 
any  high  thoughts  of  myself.  On  thy  merits 
alone  I  rely  for  pardon  and  happiness.  Grant  me 
thy  peace.  Look  with  thy  wonted  favour  upon 
me.  Lord,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  am  more 
desirous  of  doing  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father, 
and  of  proving  myself  thy  true  and  faithful  dis- 
ciple, than  of  all  the  riches  and  honours  this 
world  can  bestow.  Blessed  Saviour,  thou  knowest 
how  firmly  I  believe  all  the  truths  of  the  gospel ; 
how  highly  I  value  the  salvation  which  thou  hast 
purchased ;  how  ardently  I  desire  to  secure  the 
inheritance  which  thou  hast  purchased  for  me  in 
thine  eternal  kingdom.  O  divine  Lord,  grant  me 
while  on  earth  a  share  in  that  peace  which  thou 
didst  leave  as  thy  last  legacy  for  thy  disciples ; 
and  call  me  from  the  grave  at  the  last  day,  to  join 
that  holy  train  who  will  meet  thee  in  the  air  when 
thou  comest  to  judge  the  world  in  righteousness* 
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dear  family.  Grant  us  thy  peace^  that  we  may 
do  our  respective  duties  with  quiet  minds.  My 
heart  is  now  full  of  gratitude,  hope,  and  confi- 
dence, too  great  for  utterance.  O  Lord,  confirm 
this  trust  in  thy  divine  goodness ! 

July  5.  Lord  Jesus,  benevolent,  compassionate 
Saviour,  look  with  pity  on  me,  thy  faithful  ser- 
vant. Accept  the  adoration  of  a  heart  devoted 
to  thee.  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee ; 
that  I  feel  the  sincerest  gratitude  for  the  benefits 
thou  hast  procured  for  lost  mankind,  and  for  my- 
self in  particular.  I  indulge  with  delight  un- 
speakable the  hope  of  dwelling  with  thee  in  thine 
eternal  kingdom.  I  desire  to  follow  thy  blessed 
example  on  earth — to  feed  thy  lambs.  O  strengthen 
me  to  do  my  duty,  that  I  may  finally  obtain  my 
inheritance  in  heaven.  There  is  nothing  I  desire 
so  much  as  to  do  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Fatheri 
and  to  prove  myself  a  true  Christian.  Vouchsafe 
me  fresh  supplies  of  grace,  that  I  may  discharge 
every  duty  in  an  acceptable  manner.  Let  thy 
Spirit  rule  the  hearts  of  me  and  mine,  and  may 
we  be  perpetually  under  the  care  of  thy  Divine 
Providence.  May  thy  grace,  O  blessed  Jesus,  the 
love  of  the  Father,  and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  be  with  us  now  and  for  ever.  Amen! 
Amen ! — With  reluctance  I  leave  this  delightfal 
employment  to  attend  to  worldly  concerns.  How 
do  I  long  for  that  happy  state  where  there  will  be 
no  interruptions ! 

O  merciful  Father,  I  desire,  with  an  humble 
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and  grateful  heart,  to  offer  unto  thy  divine  Ma- 
jesty my  morning  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving.  O 
Lord,  I  acknowledge  that  I  have  in  many  in- 
stances fallen  short  of  my  duty,  and  am  unworthy 
to  offer  unto  thee  any  sacrifice.  O  pardon  me  for 
my  Saviour's  sake.  Lord  Jesus,  in  thy  merits  are 
all  my  hopes  fixed.  Grant  me  an  interest  in  that 
redemption  which  thou  hast  purchased  with  thy 
most  precious  bloody  Grant  me,  I  beseech  thee, 
fresh  supplies  of  grace,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
perform  my  duty  in  a  proper  manner.  Enable 
me,  I  beseech  thee,  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
will  be  most  profitable. for  the  schools,  and  most 
likely  to  be  permanent  when  I  am  taken  away, 
or  disabled.  Thou  knowest,  O  Lord,  that  I  love 
the  poor ,  that  they  look  up  to  me  as  a  friend. 
Strengthen  me  to  execute  the  purposes  of  my 
heart. 

July  11.  O  my  soul,  is  it  possible  that  an 
infinite  and  eternal  Being,  who  fills  the  universe, 
could  have  such  regard  for  an  atom  like  thyself, 
as  to  have  provided  an  eternal  inheritance  for 
thee?  How  transporting,  how  amazing  is  the 
thought !  O  Lord,  how  can  I  express  my  adora- 
tion and  gratitude !  O  adorable  Saviour,  I  am 
this  day  going  to  thine  altar,  to  commemorate 
thy  dying  love ;  vouchsafe  to  be  with  me  by  thy 
Spirit,  that  I  may  perform  this  service  in  a  proper 
manner.  Let  the  same  Spirit  guide  and  direct 
my  instruction  to  the  poor  children,  and  rule  my 
heart  in  all  things.    Without  it  I  can  do  nothing, 

M 
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0  that  I  could  root  out  of  my  aoul  all  that  ren- 
ders it  unfit  for  the  habitation  of  so  holy  a  guest. 
But  this  I  cannot  do  ;  I  have  defiled  and  polluted 
this  temple,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  alone  can  cleanse 
and  sanctify  it.  O  that  I  could  perform  the  will 
of  my  heavenly  Father  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in 
heaven ;  that  I  could  testify  my  love  to  my  Sa- 
viour by  following  his  example !  Merciful  Father^ 
forgive  me  for  his  sake.  Adorable  Saviour,  pity 
my  infirmities. 

August  8.  I  am  this  day  going  to  receive  the 
sacrament.  I  have  such  delight  in  this  holy  or- 
dinance, that  I  long  for  the  return  of  that  day  on 
which  the  sacrament  is  administered.  What  a 
heavenly  communion ! 

O  Lord,  I  am  sensible  of  numberless  sins  and 
follies  since  my  last  approach  to  thy  holy  table ; 
and  I  could  not  again  appear  before  thee,  were  I 
not  encouraged  by  thy  tender  compassion  to  re- 
pentant sinners.  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
thee,  though  I  so  often  err  firom  thy  ways.  O 
vouchsafe  to  receive  the  willing  homage  of  a  heart 
sincerely  and  earnestly  devoted  to  thee ! 

Psalm  105.  I  will  rejoice  in  the  holy  name  of 
the  Lord,  fnr  he  has  said,  let  the  heart  of  them 
rejoice  that  seek  the  Lord.  I  will  seek  the  Lord 
and  his  strength ;  I  will  seek  his  face  evermore. 

1  will  remember  the  marvellous  works  that  he 
has  done,  his  wonders,  and  the  judgments  of  his 
mouth ;  for  the  children  of  Abraham,  his  servant, 
for  the  children  of  Jacob,  his  chosen.     He  is  the 
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man  nature  CMjd  xi^  ^uiie  ju^fiK^sniir  juia^  iiunt 
—be  bas  ftilfiikid  iX  manf^isEiiref — ^^i 
let  me  fly.  Adoax«&  hamsk.  Hr^'im  r^v^'i 
me,  I  beseecb  ibat^  ia  miesssr.  ii  zia  r^^iKmaoui 
pUTcbased  witb  tby  xarae:  ir^^iuni:^  i«j'Lfut.     r..^ 
member  me,  O  lori^  itarjcLnas  1:  zjlk  ir'.m.f^ 
tboa  bast  made  unt^  trr  Krvmntu    C  -r.sz:  ne 
with  thy  salTMioii,  thai  I  aetj  yaa.  -axLlifc  as.  «anL 
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the  felicity  of  thy  chosen,  that  peace  which  thou 
didst  bequeath  to  them,  that  I  may  rejoice  in 
thy  gladness,  and  give  thanks  with  thine  inherit- 
ance ! 

I  have  sinned  as  well  as  my  forefathers  ;  they 
provoked  thee  to  anger  many  a  time,  yet  when 
thou  sawest  their  adversity,  thou  hadst  compas- 
sion on  them,  and  didst  hear  their  complaint. 
Thou  thoughtest  of  thy  covenant,  and  didst  pity 
them,  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  mercies. 
Deliver  me,  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  from  my 
spiritual  enemies,  that  I  may  give  thanks  to  thy 
holy  name.  It  is  a  joyful  and  a  pleasant  thing  to 
be  thankful. 

August  22.  I  have  neglected  my  journal,  and 
can  scarcely  tell  how  the  week  has  passed.  But 
let  me  acknowledge  to  my  God  and  Father  all  the 
sins  I  can  recollect,  and  implore  his  pardon  for 
my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  Alas  !  O  Lord  God, 
even  the  remembrance  of  these  sins  is  fled  from 
me.  I  was  conscious  of  them  at  the  time,  and 
felt  compunction  for  them  immediately.  May  I 
hope  that  thou  hast  in  mercy  blotted  them  from 
thy  book !  O  if  there  are  any  unrepented  of,  re* 
call  them  to  my  mind,  that  I  may  express  my 
contrition  for  them  !  Lord,  I  would  not  willingly 
offend  thee.  My  earnest  desire  is  to  do  thy  will 
in  all  things ;  but  such  is  the  frailty  of  my  nature, 
that  I  cannot  always,  even  for  a  day  or  an  hour, 
I  cannot  stand  upright.  Grant  to  me  strength  and 
protection  against  all  my  spiritual  enemies.  Keep 
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my  mind  from  corrosive  cares.  Lord^  thou  know- 
est  that  I  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness. 
Satisfy  me  with  the  pienteousness  of  thy  good- 
ness and  truth.  As  the  hart  panteth  i^er  the 
water  brooks^  so  longeth  my  soul  after  thee,  my 
God  and  Saviour.  Vouchsafe  to  accept  my  hum- 
ble labours  for  the  propagation  of  thy  holy  reli- 
gion. Adorable  Saviour,  when  I  read  of  the  glo- 
rious visions  which  some  of  thy  servants  have 
had,  how  do  I  wish  that  I  could  see  the  heavens 
open,  and  behold  thee  at  the  right  hand  of  God. 
But  these  transporting  sights  are  not  for  common 
mortals  like  me.  I  can,  however,  behold  thy 
glory  in  the  Scriptures.  I  can,  with  the  eye  of 
faith,  behold  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  the  Son  of 
God,  healing  the  sick,  curing  the  leper,  giving 
sight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  raising  the 
dead,  and,  above  all,  bringing  salvation  to  a  lost 
world.  O  merciful  Redeemer !  I  believe  most 
firmly  in  thee.  Not  a  word  that  is  recorded  as 
proceeding  from  thy  gracious  lips,  do  I  doubt  the 
truth  of.  I  believe  thee  to  be  all  that  the  prophets 
foretold  of  the  Messiah,  and  give  entire  credit  to 
all  that  the  apostles  asserted  of  the  crucified 
Jesus.  0  continue  to  dwell  in  my  heart  by 
£uth ;  leave  me  not  to  myself ;  teach  me  to  trust 
more  firmly  in  my  heavenly  Father ;  to  cast  my 
care  upon  him,  relying  on  his  good  Providence. 
Thanks  to  the  goodness  of  Divine  Providence,  I 
have  abundance  of  blessings,  but  in  the  midst  of 
them,  I  sometimes  fancy  myself  sinking,  and  am 
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ready  to  cry  out.  Lord,  save  me,  or  I  perish.  1  am 
afraid  to  tread  on  the  waves  of  this  world.  O 
stretch  forth  thy  hand  to  sustain  me. 

Sept.  12.  I  am  now  upon  a  plan  of  restrain- 
ing myself  in  respect  to  contemplation  and  self- 
examination  ;  but  I  am  not  thoroughly  satisfied 
with  it  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  have  no 
arrogant  thoughts,  I  have  no  proud  looks.  I 
would  willingly  humble  myself  in  the  dust  before 
thee.  I  would  pour  fourth  the  tears  of  contri- 
tion for  every  separate  offence.  But  I  will  rely 
on  the  merits  of  my  Redeemer,  and  rejoice  in  the 
strength  of  my  salvation.  I  will  reflect  on  thy 
goodness  rather  than  on  my  own  unworthiness. 
I  will  cherish  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

Sept.  19.  I  have  this  week  kept  pretty  closely 
to  my  pen.  At  intervals  I  have  been  reading 
Williams's  Lectures  upon  Education,  and  am 
grieved  and  shocked  to  see  good  abilities  per- 
verted to  the  impious  purpose  of  propagating  in- 
fidelity, under  the  pretence  of  reforming  the  cor- 
rupted morals  of  youth.  I  find  my  zeal  increased 
for  endeavouring  to  promote  the  religious  instruc- 
tion of  the  rising  generation.  May  my  knowledge 
increase  in  proportion ! 

Sept.  20.  To-morrow  is  the  anniversary  of  that 
day  which  gave  me  one  of  the  best  of  husbands. 
I  hope  I  have  fulfilled  my  matrimonial  vow.  I  did 
not  enter  the  holy  state  unadvisedly,  but  I  hope 
reverently,  discreetly,  advisedly,  and  soberly^ 
and  in  the  fear  of  God.    I  hope  my  dear  husband 
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and  I  wete  united  togetber  as  God*s  word  ftlkm«« 
Hehai  done  his  t>lirt  fiedtlifuUy  I  really  beliere^  I 
tbink  I  have  not  been  guilty  of  any  breach  oi  my 
vow»  and  I  hope  I  shall  obey  him,  love  and  ho-^ 
nour  bini,  till  death  do  us  part.  The  Lord  baa 
graciously  bletoed  us  ai  he  blessed  Isaac  and 
Rebecca.  He  hAs  preserved  and  kept  us ;  he  has 
g^ven  us  the  means  of  knaintaifciing  a  numerous 
fitmily,  and  filled  us  with  spiritual  benediction ; 
and  I  trust  my  dear  husband  and  I  shall  pass  an 
eternity  together.  When  I  hear  the  Wedding 
psalm  occasionally  read  or  siing  at  chuttihj  my 
heart  ^ows  with  delightful  sensations.  I  hope 
it  is  not  preisumptuous  to  apply  tlie  blessing  to 
ourtolves. 

O  Lord,  I  hare  feared  thee>  and  endeavoured 
to  walk  in  thy  way  ;  and  so  I  trust  has  my  dear 
husband.  Thou  hast  bestowed  on  us  the  pro- 
mised reward.  We  have  eat  of  the  labours  of  our 
bandit.  Thou  hast  blessed  our  honest  itidustry  with 
Success.  We  are  in  a  prosperous  state,  and  happy 
as  the  lot  of  mortality  will  admit.  I  have  been 
like  a  fruitful  vine ;  and  my  children  are  like  the 
olive  branches  found  about  our  tables  What 
unspeakable  blessings  ate  these  children  to  us ! 
What  rewards  hath  the  Lord  provided  for  them 
that  fear  him !  O  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure,  may 
we  see  our  children's  children,  and  peace  in  our 
Israel  I  O  Lord,  be  merciful  unto  us,  and  bless 
us,  and  shew  us  the  light  of  thy  countenance^ 
and  be  merciful  unto  us.   May  thy  way  be  known 
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upon  earth  thy  saving  health  unto  all  nations. 
Let  the  people  praise  thee,  O  Ck>d,  yea,  let  all 
the  people  praise  thee.  Then  shall  the  earth 
bring  forth  her  increase,  and  Gk>d,  even  our  own 
Qod,  shall  give  us  his  blessing.  God  shall  bless 
us,  and  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  shall  fear  him. 

O  Lord,  I  look  forward  with  delight  to  the 
ages  of  eternity ,  in  which  I  may  indulge  to  the 
utmost  the  desire  which  I  already  feel  to  occupy 
myself  with  the  contemplation  of  thine  infinite 
perfections ;  when  I  may  hold  communion  virith 
thee  without  being  hindered  by  the  infirmities  of 
the  flesh ;  when  I  may  see  my  adorable  Saviour, 
and  join  with  the  blessed  spirits  that  surround 
thy  tibrone  in  singing  the  praises  of  the  Lamb !  O 
that  I  could  cast  out  of  my  heart  every  thing 
that  is  offensive  to  my  God  1  Lord,  thou  knowest 
how  ardently  my  soul  pants  after  perfection.  O 
that  I  could  fulfil  every  duty,  that  I  could  do  the 
will  of  my  Father,  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  Lord, 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee :  conscious  that  I 
do,  I  lay  hold  on  thy  promises :  I  trust  in  thy 
goodness. 

Oct.  3.  I  am  grieved  to  see  by  the  Reviews, 
that  Unitarian  books  multiply  continually.  I  am 
afraid  that  poison  spreads  itself :  O  that  I  could 
furnish  an  antidote  to  it.  Lord  Jesus,  convinced 
as  I  am  of  thy  Divinity,  I  am  zealous  to  maintain 
it.  Thou  hast  no  need  of  such  weak  instruments 
as  I  am,  yet  I  beseech  thee  to  accept  my  humble 
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servioes.    O  Lord,  strangthen  me  to  do  the  work 
in  which,  above  all  things,  I  delight 

Oct.  0.  I  have  made  considerable  progress  in 
my  Comment  on  the  Bpistles,  and  a  delightful 
task  it  is. 

I  experience,  as  I  am  studying  the  Word  of 
Gk>d,  that  kind  of  pleasure  which  I  conceive  the 
two  disciples  felt  when  their  hearts  burnt  within 
them,  while  our  blessed  Lord,  on  their  way  to 
Emmaus,  opened  to  them  the  Scriptures.  I  am  as 
fully  convinced  of  the  divine  original  of  these  sa« 
cred  truths,  as  if  I  had  heard  them  immediately 
from  heaven,  or  from  our  Saviour's  mouth. 

O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  have  compassion 
upon  my  dear  father-in-law,  now  sinking  under 
the  infirmities  of  age.  Lord,  make  his  latter  days 
comfortable,  and  spare  him  to  us  as  long  as  he 
can  enjoy  life.  O  send  him  the  consolations  of 
the  Holy  Spirit ! 

Dec.  6.  As  usual,  when  troubles  afflict  me,  I 
fly  to  my  God  :  and  to  whom,  O  Lord,  should  I 
go,  thou  art  my  strong  hold,  whereunto  I  will  al- 
ways resort.  It  is  now  some  days  since  I  took 
up  my  pen  for  this  purpose ;  and,  thanks  to  Al- 
mighty goodness,  they  have  been  days  of  serenity 
and  comfort 

My  dear  father-in-law  declines  daily.  O  may 
it  be  my  endeavour  to  cherish  him  as  far  as  is  in 
my  power.  I  owe  him  large  returns  of  love  and 
gratitude,  for  the  kindness  he  has  ever  shown  me. 


170 

Let  be  never  be  deficient  in  my  duty  towards 
him. 

Dec.  7.  I  trust  my  confidence  in  God  is  much 
greater  than  it  used  to  be ;  but  I  fear  it  will  not 
be  what  it  ought,  before  death  closes  the  scene 
upon  me.  I  hope  I  shall  then,  even  with  all  my 
infirmities,  be  reckoned  among  the  faithful  ser- 
vants of  my  blessed  Redeemer.  Though  I  have 
enlisted  myself  under  his  banner,  though  I  have 
been  signed  with  the  sign  of  the  cross^  I  have  not 
fought  manfully.  I  have  often  fallen,  but  the 
Captain  of  my  salvation,  who  knoweth  that  I 
would  die  rather  than  desert,  has  raised  me  up. 
O  that  I  may  standi  and  withstand  better  for  the 
time  to  come  1 

Lord|  look  with  tender  compassion  upon  mf 
dear  father-in-law,  now  in  appearance  drawing 
towards  that  awful  period,  when  time  ceases  and 
eternity  begins.  Vouchsafe  to  keep  him  from 
agonies,  and  give  him  an  easy  passage.  O  Lord, 
send  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  purify  his  soul  firom  the 
defilement  of  sin,  and  reward  his  piety  with  a 
crown  of  glory,  for  his  dear  Redeemer's  sake. 
O  may  those,  whom  he  leaves  behind,  follow  the 
example  of  his  patience,  resignation^  benevo- 
lence, and  kindness. 

Dec.  19.  O  merciful  Lord,  receive,  I  most 
humbly  beseech  thee,  my  thanksgivings  for  thy 
preservation  of  me  and  my  dear  husband  and 
children^  from  all  the  perils  of  the  night  past. 
Continue  to  us,  O  merciful  God,  thy  favour  and 
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protection.  Blessed  Jesus,  whom  my  soul  h6-^ 
noars  with  the  highest  venetation;  accept  the 
wiUing  homage  of  a  heart  sincerely  devoted  to 
thee.  Lord,  I  am  jealoos  for  the  honour  of  thy 
name.  May  it  be  magnified  upon  earth,  and  may 
it  be  my  blessed,  my  hammrable  office,  to  teach 
some  of  the  young,  both  rich  and  poor,  to  honour 
thee,  even  as  we  honour  the  Father. 

Lord,  if  I  know  this  heart  of  mine,  I  would  lay 
down  my  life  rather  than  deny  thee  to  be  the  Son 
of  God.  O  Lord,  dwell  in  my  soul  according  to 
thy  promise  to  thy  faithful  servants.  Purge  me 
as  a  branch  belonging  to  thee,  the  true  vine; 
but  let  me  not  be  cut  off,  and  cast  into  the  fire. 
I  am  this  day  going  to  my  Father  s  house.  I  am 
going  to  feed  thy  lambs.  Be  with  me,  O  gracious 
Saviour,  on  both  occasions,  and  keep  me  from 
wandering  thoughts. 

Dec.  25.  Chrismas-day.  I  have  been,  upon 
the  whole,  very  comfortable  since  I  wrote  last, 
excepting  that  I  have  had  some  alarm  upon  my 
dear  John's  account ;  but  it  has  pleased  God  to 
bless  the  means  I  have  made  use  of  for  his  re- 
covery, and  I  trust  he  will  soon  be  well  again. 

On  Thursday  morning,  about  four  o'clock,  we 
had  the  most  tremendous  storm  I  ever  remember, 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning  and 
hail ;  in  the  beginning  of  it,  there  was  a  most 
uncommon  gust  of  wind,  such  as  I  have  read  of 
when  there  has  been  an  earthquake.  I  never  was 
so  terrified  by  a  tempest  in  my  life,  and  very  aw« 
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ful  it  certainly  was.  Thanks  to  Almighty  good- 
ness, we  were  all  preserved  from  its  fatal  effects, 
and  hear  of  no  material  mischief  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood. O  what  an  idea  does  such  a  scene 
give  of  the  power  of  God;  and  how  thankful 
ought  we  to  be  that  he  shows  his  power  most 
chiefly  in  acts  of  mercy  and  compassion  to  us  sin- 
ful mortals,  whom  he  could  strike  dead  with  the 
blast  of  his  lightning  in  an  instant. 

This  morning  is  very  wet,  and  I  think  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  go  to  the  School ;  indeed  I  hope 
the  poor  children  will  not  be  there ;  but  I  will  at 
all  events  go  to  Church,  that  I  may  receive  the 
Sacrament  on  the  anniversary  of  my  blessed  Re- 
deemer's nativity.     I  have  been  reading  Nelson 
on  this  Festival,  and,  with  some  exceptions,  I  am 
pleased  with  his  reflections  upon  it     I  am  this 
day  going  to   commemorate,    with  my  fellow- 
Christians,  the  infinite  love  of  my  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, in  sending  his  only-begotten  Son  into  the 
world  to  take  our  nature  upon  him,  that  he  might 
save  us  from  our  sins — a  mystery  too  great  for  the 
comprehension  of  the  human  mind !  but  I  most 
firmly  believe  it,  and  will  to  my  latest  breath, 
God's  grace  assisting  me,  acknowledge  Jesus  to 
be  the  Son  of  the  most  high  God.   Lord  Jesus,  I 
receive  with  gratitude  and  joy  inexpressible,  the 
glad  tidings  of  the  heavenly  messenger,  which  in 
the  Gospel  have  come  down  even  to  me.    Peace 
on  earth ;    good-will  toward  men !    A  Saviour 
born  into  the  world,  who  is  Christ  the  Lord :  and 
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with  the  celestial  spirits,  I  say  glory  to  God  in 
the  highest.  Lord,  though  thou  wast  bom  in  a 
stable,  I  confess  thee  to  be  the  King  of  Glory, 
the  Son  of  the  Highest ;  I  have  devoted  myself 
to  thy  service.  It  is  my  pride  to  be  esteemed  thy 
iaithful  disciple.  I  had  rather  be  the  humblest 
of  Christians,  than  the  greatest  potentate  upon 
earth  without  the  knowledge  of  thee.  I  am  jea« 
lous  for  *thine  honour,  O  divine  Redeemer.  lam 
more  hurt  at  hearing  thee  and  thy  blessed  doctrine 
derided,  than  by  any  personal  reproaches  and  in- 
sults I  could  receive.  O  cleanse  from  all  infirmi- 
ties the  heart  that  is  devoted  to  thee.  Make  it 
the  constant  abode  of  thy  Spirit.  Leave  me  not 
to  follow  the  foolish  dictates  of  my  own  weak 
mind.  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  my  heart  better 
than  I  do  myself;  help  me  to  search  its  inward 
recesses,  and  to  cast  out  whatever  is  ofTensive  to 
my  heavenly  Father. 


Though  the  lady  to  whom  the  following  letters 
were  addressed,  and  Mrs.  Trimmer  had  never  the 
pleasure  of  any  personal  intercourse,  a  sympathy 
of  sentiments  attached  them  to  each  other,  and  the 
mutual  plans  of  benevolence  in  which  they  were 
frequently  engaged  cemented  the  friendship. 
Mrs,  Trimmer  always  felt  for  this  lady  the  great- 
est esteem  and  regard,  and  she  on  her  part, 
treated  her  venerable  friend  with  an  attention 
and  affection  almost  filial.  In  a  letter  to  a  daugb- 
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ter  of  Mrs.  Trimmer's,  soon  after  the  death  of  her 
much  tegr^ited  correspondent,  she  thus  expresses 
herself:  "  Yes,  my  dear  Madam,  I  had  heard  of 
the  event  which  I  must  deplore  while  I  live.  I 
feel  myself  bereft  of  a  guide,  the  most  able  and 
judicious,  a  friend,  the  most  tender  and  sympa- 
thizing !  What  she  has  been  to  me  I  cannot 
think  of,  without  the  most  poignant  regret  and 
fervent  gratitude.  What  a  powerful  motive  was 
her  approbation  to  my  half  formed  purposes  of 
benevolence !  I  endeavoured  to  follow  her  pre* 
cepts,  to  conduct  myself  by  her  rules  ;  I  ear- 
nestly pray  this  influence  may  still  direct  me. 
Being  dead,  may  she  still  speak  to  me;  and 
though  denied  personal  access  to  her  here,  may 
we  be  united  in  regions  where  all  tears  shall  be 
wiped  from  our  eyes.'* 


TO  MISS  H 


Brentford^  June  5,  17S8. 

Dear  Madam, 

It  is  impossible  to  express  the  exquisite  de- 
light which  I  felt  on  the  first  perusal  of  your  charm- 
ing letter.  I  regard  it  as  the  picture  of  a  mind 
replete  with  Christian  graces,  as  a  present  of  the 
highest  value.  You  have,  by  your  friendly  detail* 
repaid  me  for  many  hours  of  toil:  you  have  ani- 
mated me  to  pursue  my  labours  with  increased 
assiduity ;  and  given  me  cause  to  rejoice  (with 
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humble  instrament  for  eonTeying  important  in* 
stniction  to  those  who  devote  their  best  days  to 
the  aerriee  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer ! 

I  am  sincerely  gbuL  to  hear,  that  your  piona 
disoharge  of  filial  and  fraternal  duties,  meets  with 
so  happy  a  return ;  and  I  hope  every  future  ex- 
ertion you  make,  for  the  improvement  of  the  dear 
objects  of  your  tender  solicitude,  will  be  amply 
rewarded.  There  is  no  fear  but  that  thia  toi// be 
the  case :  every  thing  may  be  expected  from  suoh 
amiable  dispositiona,  since  you  have  ao  properly 
chosen /iia(y  for  ihefoundatUm  of  your  plan* 

In  answer  to  your  obliging  enquiries  after  my 
present  pursuits,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  in-* 
forming  you,  Madam,  that  I  have  been  projecting 
a  plan,  for  conveying  a  knowledge  of  the  princi-* 
pies  of  religion,  to  the  young  and  the  ignorant, 
in  a  more  compreliensive  manner  than  has  been  hi* 
therto  attempted.  A  specimen  of  this  scheme  will 
soon  be  published.  When  I  have  a  little  more 
leisure,  I  mean  to  make  an  experiment  of  the 
same  kind,  for  the  higher  classes  of  children,  in 
hopes  of  inducing  governesses  of  schools  to  pay 
more  attention  than  the  generality  of  them  now 
do  to  the  (me  thing  needful. 

You  gratify  me  exceedingly,  my  dear  Madam, 
by  desiring  my  acquaintance.  Nothing  could  be 
more  pleasing  to  me  than  a  personal  interview 
with  a  young  lady,  whose  virtues  I  so  highly  es- 
teem, excepting  the  accomplishment  of  your  be* 
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nMknt  and  piouB  wish,  respecting  /mturUjf^ 
which  is  the  most  grattful  amqftiment  I  ever  le* 
oeived.  Perhaps  you  come  to  town  sometimes : 
if  you  do,  I  must  entreat  the  honour  of  a  visit.  I 
dyjl  have  a  great  delight  in  introducing  you  to  a 
set  of  young  women,  whom  I  flatter  myself  you 
would  not  think  unworthy  of  your  friendship : 
and  who,  though  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to 
spare  their  mother  to  them,  have  for  several  years 
performed  a  task  in  some  measure  similar  to 
yourV  In  order  to  relieve  me  of  fatigue,  and 
give  me  leisure  for  writing,  my  elder  daughters 
have  chiefly  educated  the  younger  children.  Mjf 
ftmily  is  very  numerous.  Though  two  branches 
have  been  aU  off,  my  olive  tree  still  afibrds  ten^ 
which  surround  my  table  every  day.  Five  of  my 
children  are  sons,  the  other  five,  daughters ;  and 
I  have  the  happiness  to  say,  that  they  are  all  at 
present  blessings  and  comforts  to  their  parents. 

I  am  charmed  9  my  dear  Madam,  with  the  spirit 
of  humility  which  is  displayed  in  your  letter. 
While  you  have  that  diffidence  of  yourself,  there 
is  no  fear  of  your  acting  wrong ;  and  as  you  have 
formed  so  just  an  estimate  of  the  comparative 
value  of  sublunary  and  eternal  joys,  there  is  little 
danger  of  your  preferring  the  former.  It  is  a 
great  advantage  for  you,  however,  to  have  an 
early  knowledge  of  the  temptations  peculiar  to 
your  station.  Life  is  a  warfare  undoubtedly,  and 
no  one  can  remain  in  perfect  security,  who  is  not 
always  upon  his  guard  against  the  enemy,  and 
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Jt  Becking  the  protection  of  God.  When 
Hi  the  favour  of  your  letter,  I  was  enjoy- 
►■cumpany  of  Miss  Hannah  More,  with 
rritings  I  make  do  doubt  you  are  well 
Wed.  I  couid  not  forbear  showing  it  to 
»be  was  witness  to  the  delight  it  afforded 
It  would  appear  like  flattery  to  repeat  alt 
^id  of  it ;  but  I  must  not  omit  to  preaeother 
pltments  to  you,  which  she  enjoined  me  to 
^She  is  a  very  sensible  and  amiable  woman. 
>se  you  have  seen  a  little  book,  entitled 
ills  on  the  Inftuence  of  the  Manners  of  the 
^  but  perhaps  you  do  not  know  that  she  ia 
Ithor  of  it.  Your  approbation  of  the  "  Ladies 
*  encourages  me  to  recommend  this  also: 
fc  advice  which  you  stand  in  need  of,  but  as 
t  you  will  approve.  It  is  universally  read 
Bto'circles.  God  grant  it  may  have  its  pro- 
Peffect ! 

Dear  Madam, 
Your  obliged  and  obedient, 

S.  Trimmsr. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Brentford,  Oct.  9,  178tt. 

I  Mf  dear  Miss  H , 

lean  with  sincerity  assure  you,  that  it  has 
sven  roe  no  small  degree  of  concern  to  appear 
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sff  vfigl^QtM  of  y<]m ;  but  I  have  excuses  to  q^, 
which,  I  toust,  will  acquit  me  in  your  opiaii^^  of 
swy  intended  slight.  For  some  time  after  I  re- 
ceived your  l£ist  favour,  I  was  very  much  en-. 
gaged  getting  my  literary  matters  forward*  th%t 
I  might  allow  myself  time  to  attend  two  invalid 
daughters,  in  ^^  excursion  which  was  thought 
necefisary  for  them  to  make,  for  the  benefit  of 
change  of  air ;  and  during  that  excursion,  my  at- 
tention to  them,  and  a  number  of  fri^ds  whonx  I 
had  not  visited  for  twenty-six  years^  left  ne  na 
leisure  for  any  correspondences,  excepting  with 
the  anxious  family  I  left  at  home. 

I  think  myself  highly  honoured  ]|>y  tbe  PQAfi- 
dence  you  repose  in  me,  and  api  very  glad  yqii 
have  been  enabled  to  act  with  such  propriety  Uh 
circumstances  so  trying.  You  seem  to  mo  tQ 
have  adopted  the  resolution  of  holy  Joh*  *^  ^ 
heart  shall  not  reproach  me  so  long  as  Iliv^"  Groft 
grant  you  may  be  a^ble  to  beep  it  to  the  end  of 
your  life ! 

I  greatly  admire  your  diffidence  of  yourself ;  it 
is,  my  dear  Madam,  the  greatest  security  for  rec- 
titude of  conduct,  because  it  will  naturally  lead 
you  to  seek  the  aid  of  ibfi  Hq]^  Spirit,  without 
which,  the  wisest  of  mortals  are  liable  to  conti* 
nuai  errors ;  and  with  which,  the  meanest  will 
act  with  propriety. 

8.  T-- — . 
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Dear 


tt»  tm  AA90S. 

Nov.  25, 178S. 


I  aKexeeediiigijFgliiiifto  Keatr  that  yow  ffiittd 
is  relieved  from  thecUstressingraljppr&teiisiond'ydii 
must  nataraHy  have  felt  for  so  affectionate  and 
amiable  a  sister.  I  hope  by  this  time  you  are 
happy  in  her  perfect  recorery.  I  am  sincerely 
delighted  at  hearing  she  is  to  five  with  you  again : 
it  would,  be  a  pity  lo  part  you. 

I  have  lately  been,  and  still  am,,  under  great 
anxiety,  on  account  of  one  of  my  daughters,  who 
has  for  some*  tinne  been  very  ill,  and  is  now  under 
tbecare  ofi  Br;  Turtcoi,  wbom  I  look  upon  to  be 
onei  of'  liie  ^  first  idiysicians  in  the  kingdom.  Ana« 
tiseat  of  my  daughters  is  rather  an  invalid ;  but  in* 
so^lai^e  a>  family;  the:  tenderness  ai  a  mother  im 
almost  always  in  alarm  for  one  or  other.  Great 
btesainga  caftmet  be  enjoyed:  in  life*  without 
alloyd 

I  hopw.  you^wilMongyenjoy  health  'to  follow  your 
TQPf  laudabiei  pursuitst.  Depend  upon  it;  yoa 
wiD^fimiiiMrerreal  pltoMre  in  comforting' the  a&^ 
flicted,  aud^mtievingi  misery,  than  can  be  fouiid^ 
iniscwWB  of  disbiptftioni  It  ghres  me  particular' 
pitufirertoifind;  that  yon- aret  a  patroviess  of'  2p 
Sunday  School.  You  do  mfe  but  justicer  in  snip 
posing^,  tintt  myj  e^teimk  for  good  pieopte  is  not 
s to'^hose^  of  tbsi  Bstablished^  Gburch«    I ^ 
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live  not  only  in  friefidship,  but  ititimacy  with  the 
Dissenting  Minister's  family  in  this  place;  his 
daughters  are  excellent  visitors  in  the  school  I 
go  to  of  a  Sunday  evening,  conforming  to  the 
rules  of  our  school,  and  even  teaching  the  Church 
Catechism.  The  Dissenters  are  large  contribu- 
tors to  the  institution. 

S.  T . 


TO  THE  SAME. 

BrefUford,  June  4i,  1794. 

My  dear  Miss  H , 

When  I  think  of  your  great  indulgence  to 
me,  I  am  quite  ashamed  of  my  apparent  neglect 
of  your  correspondence,  and  am  particularly  hurt 
that  you  should  so  long  have  been  kept  in  expec- 
tation of  an  answer  to  a  case  of  conscience,  which 
you  paid  me  the  compliment  of  submitting  to  my 
consideration,  on  a  point  which  (as  I  am  led  to 
suppose  from  circumstances  impressed  upon  my 
memory)  nearly  concerns  your  own  happiness  ;  for 
I  conclude,  my  dear  young  friend,  that  the  union 
of  hearts  between  you  and  the  young  clergyman, 
whose  character  you  formerly  represented  to  me 
in  so  amiable  a  light,  still  subsists,  and  that  all 
scruples  have  given  way,  excepting  that  which 
your  last  letter  mentions. 

I  am  afraid,  that  I  am  not  able  to  give  an  m^ 
partial  judgment  y  for  I  certainly  am  most  zealondy 
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attached  to  the  Church  of  EngUmd;  yet  believe 
me,  I  am  not  such  a  Ngat  bb  to  entertain  illiberal 
prejudices  i^ainst  those  who  dissent  from  its  pe- 
culiar tenets :  on  the  contrary,  I  frequently  read 
with  pleasure  and  edification,  the  works  of  good 
Dr.  Watts,  Doddridge,  and  other  nonconforming 
divines ;  and  have  long  lived  in  habits  of  friend- 
ship with  persons  of  the  Presbyterian  persuasion, 
who,  both  by  faith  and  practice,  do  honour  to  the 
•Christian  Religion.  At  the  same  time,,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  I  am  so  fully  persuaded  of  the  su- 
perior  excellence  of  our  mode  of  public  worship, 
that  I  cannot  help  wishing  there  were  no  dissen- 
sions among  us :  consequently  I  cannot  suppose 
any  one  will  risk  either  their  own  salvation  or 
that  of  their  children,  by  such  an  acquiescence 
as  the  lady  in  question  is  requested  to  make ;  nor 
would  this  lady,  I  should  suppose,  possessed  as 
she  is  of  good  sense  and  candour,  and  marrying  a 
clergyman,  persist  in  desiring  to  educate  any  part 
of  her  family  as  dissenters,  if  she  would  atten- 
tively examine  the  Church  Service,  and  weigh 
the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  Church  Establish- 
ment. But  supposing  even  that  the  tenets  of 
Nonconformists  were  preferable  in  themselves,  the 
cause  of  Christianity  must  unavoidably  suffer, 
where  one  part  of  a  family  is  educated  to  con- 
form,  and  the  other  to  dissent,  nor  do  I  see  bow  a 
Minister  of  either  persuasion  could  properly 
consent  to  have  any  one  of  his  children  educated 
in  principles  in  some  respects  inimical  to  those. 
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^wiiiicfa  lie  h»s  soktmnly  engaged  to  ioculQAte 
on  all  within  bi$  influjeinqe ;  nor  ;sb<Hild  I  think 
i^  consistent  with  the  marriage  vow,  for  the 
w'^  of  a  Clergyman  or  Minister  to  exalt  her- 
«ielf  ahpye  her  acknowledged  head,  by  training 
tibNeir  joint  offspring  in  religious  4»pinions  diffe- 
rent from  those  her  hysband  ha^  bound  lunueif  to 
teach. 

That  there  have  been  tokrably  happy  ixiarria^es, 
in  which  the  parties  were  of  Afferent  p^suamnSf 
and  educated  their  children  accoivling  to  a  pr^ 
vious  agreemei^t,  some  to  th^  Churchj  and  sowe 
to  the  Meeting,  I  will  not  deny ;  font  J  will  take 
upon  me  to  say,  that  the  family  harmomf  w<mld 
have  been  more  compkte,  had  th^  parents  united 
m  communicating  the  same  principles  and  senti- 
ments to  every  one  of  their  offspring.  Indeed  I, 
who  have  perhaps  experienced  as  much  domestic 
harmony  as  any  one,  cannot  form  an  idea  of  its 
mbnsting  where  one  regular  pUfn  Ja  oot  pursued ; 
and  my  advice  would  be»  that  the  young  lady  I 
am  writing  about,  should  not  only  qimscnt  to 
have  ail  her  children  brought  up  to  tbo  Church  ^ 
England,  but  that  she  should  also  corffcrm  hcrnlf. 
For  what  has  she  to  give  up  ?  Not  prin civlxs 
essential  to  her  salvation,  but  opiniwi  only,  rer 
lating  chiefly  to  cJntcrnaU.  Were  she  required  to 
resign  her  faith  in  the  Divinity  of  Chriit,  the 
atonement  of  a  cruc^ed  Redeemer,  the  neee$aity  rf 
the  sanctificatum  of  the  Holy  Spirits  of  the  Saeremtnti 
of  BapUsm  and  the  Lord'e  Supper,  See.  ftCt  it  would 
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be  highly  criminal  to   hesitate  a  moment;  but 
there  certainly  can  be  no  danger  in  a  woman's 
giving  up  those  points  which  separate  J 
rian  Dissenters  from  the  members  of  the 
of  England,  a  Church  which  Dissentei 
selves  have  called  "  a  glorious  sanduat 
Most  High ;  a  true  temple  of  the  Lord  i 
where  God's  Israel  do  worship  in  spirit  ana 
him  that  sittelh  between  the  Chertibims* ."    i 
me  add,  wAere  due  hot  aid  to  the  Rt 

and  the  Sanctifier. 

As  the  gentleman  v  cause  1  am  plead 

is  K  good  divine,  it  woi         e  impertinent  in  m 
enlarge  upon  this  topic  ;  I  will  only  say,  that  I 
think  the  lady  may  very  safely  listen  to  his  argu- 
meiUs ;  and  that  I  hop    he  will  be  able  t         v 
on  her  to  be,  not  only  almost,  but  altogeuier 
a*  he  is,  in  re&pect        religious  opinions ; 
that  they  may  for  m     f  years  enjoy  the  1 
sings  and  comforts  wl  un  arise  from  the  mut 
discharge  of  domestic  duties,  where  a  union  of 
souls   subsists,    and    religion    is   constantly   in 
view. 

Before  i  proceed  to  the  remaining  contents  of 
your  obliging  favour,  allow  me,  dear  Madam,  to 
offer  my  excuses  for  the  long  delay  of  my  answer, 
which  has  really  been  occasioned  by  indisposi- 
tion.    I  deferred  writing  from  day  to  day  merely 

*  Preface  (o  ihe  translation  of  the  Conunon  Pmyer,  &Cp  of 
the  Canton  of  Zurich,  in  Switzerland-  
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fimn  a  sense  of  inability  to  perfonn  the  task  you 
required  of  me,  and  I  fear  I  have  not  now  done  it 
to  yoar  satisfaction.  However,  yon  will  receive 
with  kindness  what  I  now  offer,  as  it  is  written 
with  sinctriiy,  though  not  with  that  judgment 
your  partiality  expected. 

I  rejoiced  to  hear^  that  in  the  long  interval  of 
our  correspondence,  you  had  experienced  so 
highly  the  only  valuable  kind  of  blessings  in  life ; 
and  that  your  dear  sister  affords  you  so  much 
comfort.  I  understand  Miss  Harriet  still  goes 
to  a  school  near  London,  and  that  she  passes 
Brentford  at  the  vacation.  It  would  make  me 
very  happy  to  see  her  at  any  time,  and  the 
friends  who  accompany  her,  particularly  my  dear 
Miss  H— — ,  who  I  suppose  sometimes  goes  to 
town. 

In  answer  to  your  kind  enquiries  after  my  fa- 
mily, I  have  the  happiness  to  say,  they  are  all  at 
present  in  health.  I  have  been  very  indifferent 
myself,  and  have  not  been  able  to  write  so  much 
as  this  letter  contains,  for  several  weeks,  on  any 
subject  that  required  exertion  of  mind.  You  will 
on  this  account  pardon  all  defects  and  inaccura- 
cies. My  family  desire  to  join  in  respectful  re- 
membrances to  yourself  and  amiable  sister,  and 
I  am,  &c. 

S.  T . 


TOTHBSAlfE. 

■ 

Brentford,  Jul^  t$,  1794. 


My  dear  Miss  H-^ , 

It  really  hurts  me  to  b^;in  every  letter  to  you 
with  an  apology  for  neglect ;  but  believe  me,  I 
have  been  so  greatly  occupied  with  preparations 
for  my  dear  son*s  marris^^  added  to  my  usual 
avocationsy  (some  of  which  you  know  to  be  ur- 
gent) that  I  could  not  find  leisure  to  write  to 
you  before.    Let  me  tell  you^  as  I  can  with  the 
greatest  sincerity,  that  I  was  charmed  with  the 
excellent  sentiments  you  expressed,  and  cannot 
but  highly  approve  the  noble  and  prudent  reso- 
lutions you  have  taken,  to  be  guided  by  duty 
rather  than  inclination.    A  time  may  yet  come 
when  you  may  with  propriety  give  your  hand  to 
the  man  your  heart  so  highly  approves ;   at  least 
you  will  be  fully  reconciled  to  the  disappoint- 
ment, and  I  may  venture  to  say  recompensed  by 
some  blessing  or  other,  which  Providence  has 
in  store  for  you.     Marriages  without  the  consent 
of  good  parents,  seldom  prove  happy  ones ;  in 
short,  the  consciousness  of  such  a  blameable  act 
is  sufficient  of  itself  to  imbitter  life,   and  to 
damp  the  sweet  hope  of  receiving  comfort  from 
the  dutiful  behaviour  of  children.     I  hope  you 
will  not  think  I  have  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
confidence,   in  reading  your  letter  to  my  two 
daughters,  who  are  at  home  with  me,  concealing 
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the  gentleman's  name ;  for  indeed  it  shows  your 
character  in  so  exidted  and  exemplary  a  lights 
that  I  could  not  restrain  the  impulse  I  felt  to 
communicate  to  them,  what  was  so  highly  pleas- 
ing to  myself:  the  natural  effect  was,  an  in* 
creased  desire  to  know  the  amiable  writer,  and 
to  possess  her  affections. 

I  have  been  writing  letters  these  four  hour6> 
and  at  present  find  myself  so  much  fatigued, 
that  I  must  beg  your  excude  for  an  abrupt  coti*- 
clusion.  My  daughters  unite  in  kind  fegardd, 
and  I  am,  very  affectionately  yours, 

S.  T— • 


J  O  U  R  N  A  L 


FOB  TBB 


YEAR  17»1 


JaiL  2^  It  was  my  intention  to  begin  a  new 
year,  by  taJung  a  retrospective  view  of  my  Jour- 
nal for  the  last  year,  but  the  prodigious  anxiety 
of  my  heart  on  account  of  my  dear  John  s  alarm- 
ing illness,  rendered  me  entirely  incapable  of  it. 
So  greatly  is  my  bodily  frame  shaken  by  the  agi- 
tation of  the  unquiet  inhabitant  of  it,  that  I  can 
make  no  exertion.  However,  I  humbly  trust,  he 
who  knows  my  formation,  will  in  his  infinite 
goodness  make  allowance  for  those  infirmities. 

As  soon  as  I  am  able,  I  will  read  over  my  last 
year's  Journal,  and  I  trust,  I  shall  find  that  I 
bave  made  some  progress  in  Christian  virtues.  I 
think  that  upon  the  whole,  my  trust  in  divine 
Providence  is  greater  than  it  used  to  be ;  I  do  not 
mind  littie  things  so  much  as  I  did,  but  1  am 
still  unable  to  encounter  what  are  real  trials  with 
that  patience  and  resignation  which  become  a 
child  of  God,  a  disciple  of  that  Saviour,  who  set 
an  example  of  the  most  perfect  resignation  to  the 
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divine  Will,  and  commanded  his  followers  to  pos- 
sess their  minds  in  patience^  and  to  follow  his 
steps.     How  unwillingly  do  I  take  up  the  cross, 
how  bitterly  do  I  groan  under  it!    To  thee,   O 
Lord,  my  frail  heart  is  laid  open,  nor  do  I  desire 
to  dissemble,  or  cloke  my  sins  before  thee  my 
Almighty  Father.     Thy  pity  to  me,  exceeds,  ia- 
finitely  exceeds,  even  that  which  I  feel  for  the 
dear  object  of  my  present  solicitude,  and  thou 
art  more  ready  to  pardon  my  offences,  than  I  to 
forgive  those  of  my  beloved  children.     Lord,  in 
full  confidence,  or  at  least  with  the  best  confi- 
dence I  could  assume,  I  have  cried  day  and 
night  unto  thee,  and  I  trust,  thou  hast  inclined 
thine  ears  to  my  humble  petition.    O  Lord,  with 
the  returning  morn    I  renew  them,  and    most 
earnestly  beseech  thee  to  behold  with  thy  favour* 
able  kindness  the  distress  of  my  heart,  and  the 
sufferings  of  my  dear  child.     If  it  be  thy  blessed 
will,  restore  him  to  perfect  health;  if  not,  enable 
me,  my  dear  husband  and  other  children  to  sub- 
mit as  we  ought  to  do.     But,   O  Lord,   I  hope 
thou  wilt  spare  us  from  this  heavy  affliction  ;  O 
if  it  is  meant  as  a  chastisement  to  me,  enable  me 
to  understand  my  errors,  that  I  may  confess  and 
amend  them.     Blessed  Jesus,  adorable  and  com- 
passionate Saviour,  have  mercy  upon  me.    Lord, 
if  thou  wilt,  thou  canst  heal  my  child,  cast  me 
not  away  in  displeasure  when  I  cry  unto  thee. 
With  gratitude,  and  humble  thanksgiving,  I  ac- 
knowledge that  thou  didst  hear  me  when  I  be* 
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sought  thee  in  behalf  of  others  of  my  dear  family, 
in  whose  health  I  have  now  cause  to  rejoice; 
may  the  same  mercy  be  extended  towards  me  at 
this  time.  O  that  I  could  sierve  thee  with  a  quiet 
mind. 

Jan.  14.  I  have  not  been  able  to  continue  the 
register  of  my  heart  for  some  days.  I  do  not 
think  that  I  have  been  greatly  disposed  to  do  it, 
and  now  that  I  sit  down  to  recollect  my  past 
sins,  I  find  such  a  faint  trace  of  them  upon  my 
memory,  that  I  cannot  acknowledge  them  as  I 
ought. 

I  received  the  Sacrament  on  Christmas  Day, 
but  not  with  that  fervency  of  devotion  which  I 
hoped  to  feel.     The  next  day  I  received  it  with 
a  sick  person,  and  since  that  at  church  again ; 
and    both  times  with  tolerable   satisfaction  to 
myself.    I  should  like  to   partake  of  it  every 
week,  for  it  is  to  me  a  feast  of  good  things.  I  re- 
gard it  as  an  invaluable  treasure,  and  humbly 
trust,  I  am  not  an  unwelcome  guest  to  my  divine 
Hedeemer,  though  my  soul  is  not  attired  in  every 
^race  which  should  adorn  it  when  it  goes  to  the 
Lord's  table. 

My  dear  son  is,  I  hope,  advancing  in  his  reco- 
covery,  though  he  mends  but  slowly ;  I  desire  to 
return  humble  and  hearty  thanks  to  my  heavenly 
Father,  and  my  compassionate  Saviour,  for  their 
great  goodness  towards  him. 

Feb.  5.  Since  last  I  wrote  my  Journal,  I  have 
attended  the  death   of  my   dear  father-in-law. 
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whose  \oM'  I  sifioeTCly  r^^et..  IRotkihg'  could  lie 
ma»  edifying^  tksm  dufe  parttern  whidt  he  set  of 
piety,  patieftCQ,  aodk  teadgnatioir.  Q  may  I  aa4 
aU  "wko^  ^re  aesr  and  dear  txx  me»  emd  our  Iive&  a» 
happily !  I  have  never  yet  met  with  in  any  rank 
c^  Mhc,  a  character  so  exactly  covfbnnable  to^  Iflie 
Goipel  as  hia  appeased  to>  me :  such  true  unaf^ 
fected  Iu]imlity»  such  unrfemal  benevolence;  sncfr 
affdmt.  paety,  such  tender  affection.  O  Kow'tte 
lovftd  me !  anJ  happy  am  I  in  the  recollection 
that  my  endeavours  to  shew  my  gratitude  and' 
affection  for  him^  were  pleasing  and  satisfactory 
tahim. 

Or  dieath^  how>  dreadftit  art  thou !  Hbw  doesr 
nature  shrink  back  at  the  thought  of'  thee;  Mer* 
cifiil;  God,  how  often^  have  I  imagined  II  could^ 
meefc  the  grinr  tyrant;  with  serenityl  how  litfftr 
did  I  know  myself !'  disarm  Uim^  F  beseech  thee; 
o£  his  stiaigv  0>  merciful  Saviour,  befbre  Ue  is  su^ 
itied:  to  approach^  me.  Vouchsafe  me  the  con^ 
abant  aid  of  thy  H^ly  Spirit  to  keep  me  in  the 
path  of  duty,  that  I  nmy  at  the  last  awfUl*  hour 
b«ve  no  sin  unrepented^of!  Eord;  I  am  d'esinnw 
to  do  my  Father's  will ;  O  that  I  could'dtr  it  as  it 
IS)  done  inHieaiven  r  that  1  could  imitate  thy  bite- 
aed:  example !'  Liord^,  tiiou  knowest  tbe  sincerity 
of  mjydfeaiws,  thou  know^est  sdso  the  fhiHtyof 
my  naturev  vouchsafe  to  hel{i*my  infirmities;  Fk^ 
ther  of  all  mercies,  pardon'  me  formy  dter  R^ 
dcMner's  sake  !' 

Iha^noBi  iMt  theltet'on earth;  whom  Fcould 
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oatt  i  parent  May  1  be  to  those  whu  regard:  me 
m  that  tender  rela^on,  afl  tiiat  I  Qmi^  to  lie^ 
TiiaDka  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  tiaiies  rapeatod 
ate  due^  O  Lord,  to  thee  finr  the  hrip  of  ti)]f 
gwacey  by  which  I  have  been  enabled  to  tnan 
tiiftm  up  in  the  way  they  diould  go.  O  what  eje^ 
tacy  of  joy  does  it  aflfotd  me  to  c^ftect  thaJk  thejyr 
arev  as  I  trust,  every  one  members  of  thy  king'- 
dom  on  earth,  and  heira  to  ey^rlastinGT  gloi^ 
May  tbey  keep  on  steadily  to  tisie  end.  Qf  thek 
qomrse,  nevw  losing  sight  of  the  hi^  pnze  oi 
their  ealtiag; 

Maigate>  Mblj  S.  Some  week3  hav/e^  elapsed 
sifltee  I  wrote  smy  aeeount  of  my  time,  and  I  ami 
now  unable  through  defect  of  memory  to  tell  how 
it  passed ;  not  quite  unprofitably,  as  I  bumUy 
tvust ;  and  not  very  unhappily  I  am  sure,  or  I 
slUMild,  as  is  my  custom  in  affliction,  have  pojured 
out  my  sovrowa  in  complaints  and  supplicaitiQns^ 
a&  I  am  now  preparing  to  do.  I  have  left  that; 
iMMiie  where  all'  my  happiness  is  centered.  I  haxQ 
l«ft  my  dear  husband  and  the  greatest  part.  o£  my 
doas  clnldren,  to  seek  in  this  place  health  for  th^ 
pests  and  lepewed  strength  to  myself.  May;  it 
please  the  Author  of  all  goodness  to  bl^ss  tber 
^ufidertakii^ ;  may  the  Saviour  of  mankind  e;»art 
Ilia  healing  power  in  our  behalf.  Nevet,  0  l<Qrd;. 
^Hiiaa  I  move  sensible  of  my  own  weakness  and 
xinworthiness  than  at  this  time.  O  accept  hinm- 
lity  mstead  of  ragibteousaess  lor  my  dear  Be^ 
deemw'a  sake.     I  feel,  as  I  triv^t^  mor^  i^i^i^i 
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to  the  divine  Will  than  I  have  lately  been,  at  least 
I  feel  a  desire  to  submit  my  will  to  that  of  my 
.heavenly  Father  in  all  things,  but  I  cannot  re« 
press  a  mother's  wishes,  a  mother's  sorrow  for  the 
danger  of  a  beloved  child.     O  that  it  may  be  the 
will  of  my  heavenly  Father  to  restore  him !  that 
my  Saviour  might  vouchsafe  to  heal  him.    O 
Lord,  since  the  commencement  of  this  affliction 
how  often  have  I  cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  hast 
lent  a  gracious  ear  to  my  humble  petitions :   O 
hear  me  now,   I  most  humbly  beseech  thee;, 
vouchsafe  to  remove  this  sorrow  from  me,  or  en- 
able me  and  those  who  will  partake  of  my  grief 
to  submit  as  becomes  the  followers  of  the  patient 
Jesus.     O  Lord,  enable  me  to  search  my  hearty 
that  I  may  call  all  my  secret  sins  to  remembrance,, 
and  express  my  contrition  for  them.   I  am  a  firail 
weak  creature,  O  God,  but  I  would  not  commit 
presumptuous  sins.    O  that  I  could  serve  thee 
always  with  a  perfect  heart !  my  desire  is  to  go 
this  day  to  thy  house,  and  to  join  with  my  fellow 
Christians  in  thy  holy  Worship  ;  may  I  be  able 
to  do  it  with  a  quiet  mind.     Grant  me,  O  Lord, 
I  most  humbly  beseech  thee  that  peace  which 
the  world  cannot  give. 

June  10.  There  has  been  a  long  chasm  in  my 
Journal.  I  went  in  the  beginning  of  May  to  Mar- 
gate, in  a  state  of  weakness  myself,  and  taking 
with  me  three  dear  children  in  a  bad  state  of 
health.  In  a  short  time  I  found  great  benefit: 
from  bathing ;  the  health  of  my  two  daughters 
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improred^  llnd  my  sott  appeafed  to  be  reco^rin^ 
very  &Bt,  excepting  that  he  had  a  short  illness 
for  two  or  three  days  which  awakened  all  my 
apprehensions.  The  latter  end  of  May  I  had  a 
hasty  summons  to  go  home»  my  poor  sister-in-law 
being  supposed  to  be  at  the  point  of  death ;  be-* 
fore  I  arrived  she  was  out  of  danger,  and  bemg 
amdous  to  be  with  the  dear  children  I  had  left 
behind,  and  desirous  of  receiving  the  further  be* 
nefit  of  sea  bathing,  I  went  back  within  a  week 
of  my  leaving  Margate.  The  very  day  of  my  re- 
turn, my  dear  husband  was  seized  with  a  most 
dangerous  illness  which  obliged  him  to  stay  in 
IfOndon  a  week.  1  was  kept  ignorant  of  the  very 
great  danger  he  was  in,  and  led  to  expect  that 
he  would  come  to  me  at  Margate,  which  pre- 
^rented  my  return,  but  I  suffered  a  great  deal 
from  the  apprehension  that  he  was  worse  than 
-was  represented  to  me.  I  prayed  to  the  Lord 
^th  my  whole  heart,  and  he  graciously  lent  an 
ear  to  my  humble  petition  ;  on  my  dear  husband*s 
xelapsing,  I  was  sent  for  home ;  but  happily 
ibund  him  much  better  on  my  arrival,  and  thanks 
to  Almighty  goodness  he  is  now  well.  I  hear 
irom  Margate  that  my  poor  son  has  had  another 
attack  of  illness,  which  I  fear  has  weakened  him 
^ery  much;  under  these  circumstances  I  have 
endured  the  most  painful  conflicts :  I  may  say 
ponies  of  mind.  When  I  found  my  dear  hus- 
l>and  better,  instead  of  rejoicing  with  thankful- 
ness I  felt  a  dejection  of  spirits^  ^proceeding  from 
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the  thoughts  of  the  grief  I  should  have  expe- 
rienced if  I  had  lost  him.  When  I  heard  that 
my  dear  boy  was  again  ill  I  was  in  danger  of 
fisJling  into  despondency.  But  I .  prayed  with 
fervency,  and  I  trust  with  some  degree  of  resig- 
nation, and  received  comfort. 

I  am  this  day  going  to  receive  the  sacrament. 
May  I  take  it  with  composure,  with  a  heart  filled 
with  love  and  gratitude,  and  truly  Christian  char 
rity !  O  that  the  retrospect  of  the  last  three 
months  was  more  satisfactory  to  myself !  O  that 
I  could  recall  the  hours  that  I  have  passed  un- 
profitably  in  sinful  sorrow  and  apprehension ;  let 
me  be  more  circumspect  for  the  time  to  come. 
I  have  an  important  lesson  to  learn ;  after  years 
of  mercies  I  have  to  learn  to  be  thankful ;  my 
very  thanksgivings  are  accompanied  with  sensa* 
tions  of  sorrow ;  I  do  not  know  how  to  rejoice 
in  the  Lord  as  I  ought  to  do ;  but  I  will  search 
the  Scriptures  in  order  to  instruct  myself  more 
fully  in  the  duty  of  thanksgiving,  and  I  will  pray 
for  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enable  me  to 
practise  it. 

June  31.  Since  I  wrote  last,  I  have  had  abui^ 
dant  cause  of  thanksgiving ;  my  dear  husband 
and  family  at  home  are  well,  and  1  trust  my 
dear  son  at  Margate  is  on  the  recovery,  though 
from  such  a  state  of  extreme  weakness,  a  rapid 
return  to  health  cannot  be  expected.  I  have 
been  very  busy  in  preparing  clothing,  &c.  for 
the  poor  children  belonging  to  the  school.    I 
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Almi^litT  povvr  ir  ■Falim  ccx.  r  r 
dirine  will  tftot  1b  JIE:  idk  ^srtL  snnuir  ]i£^ 
fended;  or  ffcas  ^  -OTomL  'SSBuii  ne  n  amniE 
with  res^gBitisL  s*  al  tmn^  Z  fef  -u  inr  i^- 
Tioor  as  a  ssre  bb£  stnsazc  Trynir.  rn  inam  3 
eoidd  sifeij  re^  s  h£  Inus  nor  7:3  jrr  zisor- 
fidpucff  niTSS,  as  ffJiW^ALt  n  txet  •smi?*-  of  idc 
htanible  petataos.  iae  siiw**t  ne  iii£  iznncrx. 


Mlatkmof  dK  BsiyMicti  anil  ia:v«r nims i 
the  amendxziest «  arj  ^aar  miii.  -frsr  it*  -wiL 
store  him  to  utslet'z  liffa'tft.,     Tui^r  zie: 


of  this  I  ooato  ti  lac^^  mannnnefi.  &  caxscaxc 
cheerfiuiiesB  cc  irfrrtr :  nn:  ^  is^  luc  tmxe  ax. 
Desponding  Cbk^  12:'^  wniffcrnHs  lanofieL  *:•:«▼>? 
over  mc,  ad  I  Saj»  ana  jw:  kbk  ri^e:  r^puut^ 
which  if  I  had  LixuciWM  £miJi  iiisttt  arjris  I 
might  hare  €EJ:?TesL 

Oct.  9.  SiiiC!^  I  ariK  ]»--:.  -Kian  wjctz^v^  ^t. 
I  endured !  whoa  aepces  jarre  bcscs.  pzxud  13 
me! 

I  went  back  so  Marzi*:  Cie  I  sti  of  Jil^.  3 
order  to  take  care  of  bt  cetr  bor :  aac  ir^  am 
sight  of  him  filled  me  w:^  apfaehe&s»ies  t^n  al] 
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my  care  would  be  ineffectual,  he  appeared  the 
marked  victim  of  death.  For  three  weeks  I  en- 
dured at  tunes  the  most  agonizing  perturbation 
of  mind,  but  I  constantly  had  recourse  to  prayer, 
and  as  often  as  I  sought  help  from  above  it  was 
gradually  granted  me.  I  fled  to  my  Saviour,  and 
most  humbly  and  earnestly  implored  him  to  re- 
store my  dear  child,  if  it  was  the  divine  Will  that 
his  life  should  be  granted  to  my  prayers,  or  to 
mitigate  his  sufferings,  and  enable  me  and  my 
husband  and  children  to  submit  as  became  us  to 
the  dispensations  of  Providence.  My  first  peti- 
tion was  rejected ;  my  dear  child  was  taken  from 
me  on  the  28th  of  August  But  praised  and 
adored  be  the  God  of  all  mercies  for  his  unspeak- 
able goodness  to  me  and  my  fellow  mourners. 
He  graciously  poured  the  balm  of  consolation 
most  abundantly  into  all  our  hearts.  O  may  I 
never^brget  what  I  so  often  experienced,  when 
^  with  a  heart  full  of  grief  and  apprehension,  I  fell 
*  Mown  before  him!  how  kindly  did  he  speak 
peace  to  my  afflicted  soul,  by  the  secret  whispers 
of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  suggested  every  senti- 
ment and  thought  proper  for  a  Christian  under 
those  circumstances ;  recalling  to  my  mind  par- 
ticular promises  recorded  in  the  Scriptures  to  in- 
duce a  trust  in  God ;  assuring  me  of  the  favour 
of  God  ;  raising  hopes  that  my  dear  child  would 
be  received  to  a  life  of  endless  happiness.  In 
short,  reconciling  me  to  the  stroke  that  was  pre? 
pared  to  fall  upon  me,  and  teaching  me  to  regard 
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it  B8  gireh  in  mercy,  not  in  anger.  O  Lord,  ho^ 
can  I  describe  thy  loring  kindness !  I  am  in  my 
nature  a  poor  weak  creature,  my  reasoning  pow« 
ers  are  too  apt  to  give  ground  at  every  alarm,  the 
shadow  of  misfortune  fflla  me  with  apprehension ; 
my  spirits  are  all  in  a  tumult  with  the  merest 
trifles ;  yet  I  beheld  with  composure  a  most  t&c^ 
derly  and  deservedly  beloved  child  on  his  death* 
bed ;  I  saw  him,  with  calmness  and  composure  I 
saw  him,  shrinking  away  from  mortality,  reduced 
to  a  mere  skeleton,  and  ready  to  expire.  I  was 
enabled,  in  this  trying  hour,  to  say,  (and  I  hope 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart)  not  my  will,  but 
thine,  O  Lord,  be  done.  Blessed  Saviour,  I  love 
thee  better  than  I  love  even  my  own  dear  child ;  ^\ 
rather  than  depart  from  my  duty  as  a  Christian^ . 
1  yield  him  up — I  resign  him.  O  receive  himJo 
thyself! 

When  my  beloved  child  had  breathed  hjl^  ftst, 
I  was  enabled  still  to  submit  with  compo^re.  A^ 
thousand  comfortable  thoughts  acose,  as  it  were,^ 
spontaneously  in  my  mind.  I  felt  as  if  a  tender 
sympathizing  friend  was  speaking  words  of  com* 
fort  to  me.  Merciful  Saviour,  receive  my  hum- 
ble, my  most  grateful  thanksgiving  for  thy  un- 
speakable kindness.  Not  to  the  superiority  of 
my  own  understanding,  but  to  thy  loving  kind- 
ness, I  ascribe  the  resignation  which  I  trust  was 
acceptable  to  my  heavenly  Father.  Praised  and 
adored  be  thy  glorious  name  for  thy  tender  mercy 
to  the  dear  departed.    Apparently  his  sufferings 
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were  not  greats  they  were  mitigated,  I  doubt  not, 
by  thy  all  powerful  hand.  I  trust  thou  hast  re- 
ceived  his  soul  to  thyself.  O  blessed  and  adora- 
ble God^  to  thee  he  was  devoted  in  baptism.  I 
endeavoured,  and  I  hope  with  success,  to  impress 
the  truths  of  Christianity  on  his  mind  betimes.  It 
would  have  been  the  pride  and  joy  of  my  heart 
to  have  seen  him  a  faithful  zealous  minister  of  the 
Gospel ;  but  that  joy  was,  for  wise  reasons,  I 
doubt  not,  denied  me.  O  that  I  had  procured 
him  the  completion  of  his  wish  to  receive  the  sa-^ 
crament.  Why  did  I  restrain  myself  from  pro- 
posing his  receiving  it  at  home,  from  a  weak  ap« 
prehension  that  the  mention  of  it  would  sink  his 
spirits  by  awakening  the  fear  of  approaching 
death  ?  Might  I  not  safely  have  trusted  to  the 
aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  such  a  case  as  this  f 
I  have  sufifered  my  dear  child  to  leave  the  world 
without  enjoying  one  of  the  highest  pleasures  it 
affords.  Pardon  thy  servant,  O  blessed  Lord. 
Adorable  Saviour,  pardon  thy  servant  in  this 
thing.  O  Lord,  I  trust  that  the  desire  in  him 
was  as  acceptable  to  thee  as  the  act  would  have 
been :  the  omission  was  mine,  not  his.  O  Lord, 
continue,  I  beseech  thee,  thy  goodness  to  me } 
support  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  grant  me 
thy  peace. 

Dec.  31.  I  am  now  come  to  the  close  of  one 
of  the  most  sorrowful  years  I  ever  passed.  May  it 
please  the  Almighty  to  render  the  next  a  happier 
ene,  and  may  I  be  enabled  to  make  a  greater  pro* 
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l^ress  in  Christian  ^irtuies  than  t  faani  done  for 
many  ci  the  last  months  of  my  lilfej  but  I  have 
lately  felt  the  lo^s  of  my  dear  child  more  severely 
than  at  first,  and  have  grievcfd  beyobd  measure. 
My  dear  husband  has  twice  been  most  alarmingly 
ill.     One  of  my  sons  has  also  had  an  illness  bf  a 
dangerous  tendency,  and  I  have  felt,  on  these 
accounts,  accumulated  apprehensions.    O  what 
anxious  days  and  nights  have  I  passed !    Never 
.  do  I  recollect,  in  the  whole  course  of  my  life, 
being  so  impatient  under  the  chastening  hand  of 
God.  But  I  have  seen  my  error,  and  most  heartily 
repented  bf  it ;  and  I  hope  my  penitence  has  been 
accepted  for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.     Yet  I 
cannot  call  it  to  mind  without  shame  and  confu- 
sion of  face,  without  sorrow  and  remorse. 

O  Almighty  Father,  shall  I,  who  am  unworthy 
of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies,  shall  I  presume  to 
repine  under  thy  chastening  hand !  Adorable 
Saviour,  to  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires 
known,  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hid,  thou 
knowest  the  imperfections  of  mine ;  may  it  be 
cleansed  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Thou  knowest,  that  notwithstanding  my  late  de- 
fection, I  love  thee ;  that  my  greatest  desire  is 
to  prove  myself  thy  faithful  disciple,  and  to  do 
the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father.  O  vouchsafe  to 
intercede  for  me.  Forgive  my  transgressions 
against  thee,  my  Lord  and  Master, 

Though  I  have  had  many  anxieties,  I  recollect 
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with  gratitude  I  hare  had  but  few  misfortunes  this 
year.  If  I  say  oae  only,  I  beliere  I  shall  be 
light.  The  death  of  our  good  parent,  my  dear 
fiijther-in-Iaw,  must  not  be  deemed  such,  for  he 
died  full  of  years,  and  in  a  state  of  preparation 
for  a  better  world;  but  the  death  of  my  dear 
child,  cut  off  in  the  bloom  of  youth,  to  the  dis* 
appointment  of  the  hopes  I  had  formed  from  bis 
amiable  temper,  appears  to  me  a  misfortune,  as 
fiur  as  it  respects  myself ;  but  to  him  it  cannot 
have  been  so,  since  he,  L  trust,  has  exchanged 
this  life  for  one  infinitely  better.  O  that  I  could 
think  upon  this  subject  as  I  did  for  the  first 
month. 

Thanks  to  the  Almighty,  I  find  myself  much 
more  reconciled  within  this  week  than  I  was  be- 
fore. My  dear  husband  has  been  so  ill  that  I 
thought  I  should  lose  him,  and  that  thought  was 
accompanied  with  a  thousand  dreadful  apprehen- 
sions. Praised  and  adored  be  the  God  of  all 
mercies,  he  is  so  much  better,  that  I  may  hope 
to  see  him  quite  well,  and  enjoying  years  of 
health  and  comfort  again.  My  son's  illness  added 
to  my  apprehensions,  and  I  felt  as  if  my  greatest 
earthly  comforts  were  going  to  be  cutoflf:  he  too 
is  better,  and  I  hope  will  be  spared  to  be  the  com^ 
fort  of  my  old  age,  if  my  Life  is  extended  to  that 
period.  O  weak  and  ungrateful  creature,  to  for* 
get  all  the  merciful  kindness  of  God,  and  give  way 
to  distrust  and  despondency ! 
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Great  bleisings  have  been  mixed  with  the  tiou'^ 
blea  of  the  year* 

Pardon,  I  beseeeh  thee,  for  my  dear  Redeemer's 
sake,  all  the  transgressions  by  which  I  hare 
offended  thee,  and  give  me  grace  to  serve  thee 
better  for  the  time  to  come. 

Praised  and  adored  be  thy  holy  name  for  all 
thy  goodness  to  me,  and  my  dear  husband  and 
cldldren.  O  continue  to  us  thy  loving  kindness. 
Lift  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upoi^us,  and 
give  us  thy  peace,  O  heavenly  Father,  for  Jesm 
Christ's  sake !  Amen.  Amen. 


TO  MRS.  M • 

March  10, 1791, 

Since  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  have  attended  the 
death- bed  of  one  of  the  best  men  that  ever  lived, 
Mr.  Trimmer's  father.  His  life  was  extended  to 
the  great  age  of  88,  and  he  preserved  his  good- 
humour  to  the  last  hour.  I  never  met  with  such 
an  even  temper  in  my  life  ;  and  he  was  remarka- 
ble for  the  truest  humility  and  Christian  charity. 
His  patience  was  tried,  nay,  I  hope,  perfected  by 
many  trials ;  but  he  bore  them  without  a  murmur. 
He  was  as  affectionate  and  as  dear  to  me  as  if  he 
had  been  my  own  father ;  but  it  would  be  wrong 
to  wish  him  back  in  this  troublesome  world,  as  he 
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had  taken  so  much  pains  to  prepare  hitnself  fot  a 
better ;  and  so  ardently,  though  not  impatiently^ 
longed  for  the  change.     - 


TO  MISS  S.  T 


Brentford^  September,  1791. 

My  dear  S , 

If  I  had  not  understood  that  C*— -*•  was 
writing  to  you»  I  should  have  begun  in  time,  that 
I  might  have  sent  you  a  longer  letter.  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  tell  you,  that  we  arrived  safe  at  home 
on  Tuesday  evening,  and  found  your  dear  father 
and  the  rest  of  the  family  much  better  than  I 
expected.  It  has  graciously  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  support  us  under  the  trial  he  has  seen  fit  to 
call  us  to,  and  his  comforts  have  been  proportion- 
able to  our  sorrow.  Little  did  I  suppose  it  pos- 
sible for  me  to  bear  the  loss  of  a  dear  child  aa  I 
have  done !  But  my  mind  is  full  of  the  thought 
that  he  has  passed  the  gate  which  leads  to  ever* 
lasting  life  and  happiness,  and  I  am  perfectly  re* 
signed  to  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father,  and 
resolved,  his  grace  assisting  me,  to  rejoice  in  the 
blessings  he  has  left  me,  while  he  sees  fit  to  con- 
tinue them ;  or  to  submit  without  murmuring 
when  he  is  pleased  to  withdraw  them ;  I  hope  I 
am  already  the  better  for  this  affliction.  My  dear 
ichild  is  doubtless  happy  beyond  conception,  or 


enjoying  that  rest^  which  is  perhaps,  the  prelude 
to  immortal  bliss.  After  a  fefTidiert  years,  Itrust, 
we  shall  meet  again  never  more  to  part ! 

I  delight  myself  with  the  hope  of  seeing  you 
at  the  time  you  mention ;  do  not  distress  your- 
self, my  lore,  with  the  apprehension  of  a  sor- 
rowful meeting ;  when  we  hare  mingled  a  few 
tears,  we  shall  I  trust  be  all  cheerful  and  happy 
together. 

I  will  mention  one  circumstance  from  which  I 
have  derired  unspeakable  comfort.  Soon  after  I 
w€At  to  Bfargate,  dear  John  asked  me  if  I  had 
not  written  something  upon  the  Sacrament,  and 
said  it  was  his  intention  to  receive  it  as  soon  as 
he  was  able  to  go  to  Church,  I  read  to  him  that 
part  of  the  explanation  of  the  Catechism,  which 
relates  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  which  he  was 
extremely  satisfied.  I  wish  I  had  proposed  to  have 
a  clergyman  to  him,  but  I  was  afraid  of  alarming 
liim,  and  did  not  think  he  was  so  near  his  end. 
I  conclude  firom  the  desire  to  receive  it,  that  his 
mind  was  in  the  best  state,  and  doubt  not  the 
will  was  accepted  for  the  deed  by  an  all-mercifiil 
Redeemer. 

Adieu,  my  dear  child,  excuse  haste,  we  unite 
in  love. 

I  am, 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

S.  Trimmer. 
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TO  MRS.  TRIMMER, 

Cowtlfp  Greetif  Nav^  11|  179K 

Bear  Madam^ 

I  am  almost  ashamed  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  kind  letter  dated I  will  not 

remind  you  how  long  ago.  What  aggravates  my 
offence  is^  that  I  also  received  a  most  valuable 
present  of  your  excellent,  judicious  and  pious 
works.  The  true  excuse  is  the  only  one  I  shall 
attempt  to  offer,  that  of  almost  constant  indispo- 
sition. I  have  had  a  severe  cough  for  some 
months  with  little  intermission,  with  acute  pains 
in  my  head,  which  make  reading  and  writing  in- 
convenient to  me,  and  I  have  delayed  writing 
from  week  to  week  in  hopes  I  might  be  able  to 
do  it  more  at  large.  But  the  recent  sight  of  a 
very  interesting  and  affecting  letter  of  your's  to 
Dr.  S ,  impresses  me  with  so  much  real  con- 
cern, that  I  can  no  longer  delay  expressing  my 
sincere  and  hearty  sympathy  for  the  afflicting 
scenes  you  have  gone  through.  I  do  indeed  con- 
ceive what  you  and  Mr.  Trimmer  must  have  en- 
dured in  the  loss  of  so  amiable,  so  promising,  so 
desirable  a  son  ;  but,  my  dear  Madam,  with  my 
condolence  let  me  mix  my  unfeigned  congratula- 
tions on  the  manner  in  which  it  has  pleased  Di- 
vine Providence  to  enable  you  to  sustain  such 
a  loss.  It  seems  as  if  our  heavenly  Father  had 
resolved,  that  after  you  had  so  long,   and  so  sus- 
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cessfully  instructed  others  by  your  writings,  you 
should  be  called  upon  to  set  your  seal  to  the  truth- 
of  all  you  bad  taught  by  your  submiss.  ■'e  resig- 
nation to  his  Divine  Will  on  this  trying 
I  hope  while  you  are  spending  your  tin 
lents  for  the  great  purpose  of  bringing  o 
the  paths  of  holiness,  you  will  continu 
comfort  in  your  own  heart. 

Your  book  on  the  Common  Prayer  is  a  labc 
rious,  judicious,  and  valuable  performance,  an 
your  little  Treatises  on  Baptism,  the  Catechisi 
&c.  &c.  well  calculated  to  answer  the  great  en 
of  instruction.     I  can  hardly  conceive  how  yc 
are  able,  in  the  midst  of  your  active  practi 
avocations,  to  write  so  much,  and  so  well, 
feel  it  a  sort  of  tacit  reproach  to  myst      and  P 
must  have  as  great  an  esteem  for  you,  as  1 
liave,  to  prevent  my         rd  being  a  little 
"With  envy. 

As  to  myself,  who  I  ought  never  to  name  i 
"ter  you,  I  go  on  tolerably  well.  But  ray  villages 
lie  so  far  apart,  that  my  whole  time  (with  my 
great  interruptions  of  illness)  hardly  suffices  to 
"them.  My  district  takes  in  twenty  miles  dia-' 
nneter,  and  contains  nine  or  ten  parishes  which' 
could  be  regulated  with  much  less  time  and  trou:- 
T)Ie,  had  I  not  so  much  ground  to  go  over  to  get' 
at  them :  but  we  must  take  things  as  we  find  them» 
and  be  contented  to  do  a  little  good  when  we  can- 
3iot  do  a  great  deal. 

I  beg  to  be  most  kindly  remembered  to  Mr. 
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Tnmm»,9md  ywar  ituf^nu    With  my  sinceK 
wiihet  for  your  comfort^  heaMiy  and  happiness, 

I  remain^ 

My  dear  Madanit 
Your  obliged  and  fidthfiiU 

H.  More. 


TO  MII& 


SrmijQrd,  Owe.  SO,  179K 

Dear  Madam, 

I  few  yo«  ham  thought  me  very  neglectfi4». 
hutto  aeooont  for  my  omission,  I  need  only  sagr^ 
that  m  succession  of  pamfbl  duties  have  disturbed 
my  min^  and  oigrossed  my  time  ever  since  I 
received  the  forst  of  your  obliging  letters.  lfr« 
Trimmer  has  been  twice  so  alarmingly  ill^  that  I 
have  been  under  the  dreadful  apprehension  of 
losing  him»  one  of  my  sons  has  had  a  cough,  that 
threatened  him  with  a  consumption,  and  my 
daughters  have  most  of  them  been  indisposed. 

I  return  you  thanks  for  your  consolatory  letter, 
and  am  able  to  say,  that  my  grief  is  greatly  mo* 
derated,  though  it  will  be  long,  very  long,  I  fear, 
before  I  shall  cease  to  regret  the  loss  of  so  amia- 
ble, so  valuable,  and  so  promising  a  child ! 


JOURNAL 


vyjl  TMB 


YEAR  1792- 


Jan.  1 .  I  am  now,  by  the  infinite  mercy  and 
goodness  of  God»  brought  to  the  beginning  of 
another  year.  May  his  grace  enable  me  to  im« 
prove  the  time  he  may  think  fit  to  allot  me  in  this 
world  to  his  glory,  the  salvation  of  my  soul,  and 
the  good  of  my  fellow  creatures.  I  have  passed  ' 
the  day  with  more  than  usual  serenity  of  mind ; 
may  this  blest  tranquillity  remain  with  me,  I  will 
strive  to  preserve  it.  I  begin  Uiis  year  with  heart- 
fdt  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  goodness,  and 
praise  the  name  of  God  with  my  whole  heart,  for 
all  the  benefits  that  he  has  bestowed  upon  me  and 
mine. 

Jan.  7.  I  have  enjoyed  more  peace  of  mind 
the  last  week  than  I  have  known  for  some  time^  I 
have  kept  firom  grieving  for  my  dear  deceased 
child,  but  the  tenderness  for  him  is  so  deeply 
rooted  in  my  heart,  that  I  cannot  help  feeling 
many  a  pang.  However,  it  certainly  was  the 
will  of  the  Almighty  to  take  him  from  me,  or  he 
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would  hare  granted  my  prayers  for  his  recovery, 
and  blessed  the  means  made  use  of.  I  have  had 
a  most  edifying  example  this  week  in  poor  Mrs. 
B  f  who  has  lost  a  good  husband,  and  bears 
the  loss  as  becomes  a  Christian.  God  only  knows 
liow  I  should  have  borne  the  like  misfortune,  for 
with  shame  and  sorrow  I  confess,  that  under  the 
prospect  of  it  I  was  very  impatient ;  but  I  trust 
the  Almighty,  who  knows  my  contrition,  and  the 
heart-felt  remorse  with  which  I  call  my  sin  to  re- 
membrance has  pardoned  it  for  my  dear  Saviour*s 

dak«. 

'  Jan.  17.  This  is  the  anniversary  of  my  birttr 
day.  I  am  now  entered  into  the  52d  year  of  mjt' 
Hgbf  pMrhaps  it  may  be  the  last  of  my  life.  (3od' 
oaly  knows.  In  the  midst  of  life  we  are  in  death, 
*  ilrfl  therefore  ought  to  live  in  constant  prepahh 
tioiiforit. 

Jan.  22,  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  have 
had  a  comfortable  week,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  have  any  particular  sin  or  folly  to  charge  my- 
self with ;  but  perhaps  I  may  have  forgotten 
many  that  ought  to  be  acknowledged,  for  my 
memory  is  very  imperfect,  and  I  cannot  find 
leisure  to  record  my  faults  from  day  to  day.  I 
recollect  with  satisfaction,  that  I  have  endea- 
voured successfully  to  keep  my  mind  in  a  state 
of  resignation  to  the  Divine  Will,  and  trust  in 
God.  I  have  not  given  way  to  fruitless  lamenta- 
tion for  the  loss  of  my  dear  child,  though  I  still 
feel  the  most  tender  remembrance  of  him.  I  have 
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writing,  and  found  myself  equal  to  it. 

O  merciful  Father,  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts^ 
who  knowest  all  my  imperfections  infinitely  bet- 
ter than  I  do  myself;  vouchsafe  to  pardon,  for  my 
dear  Redeemer's  ssdie,  whatsoever  thou  hast  seen 
amiss  in  me ;  and  if  I  have  committed  any  parti- 
cular offence  which  I  ought  to  acknowledge  and 
deplore,  enable  me  to  recollect  it^  and  I  will  con- 
fess it  with  sorrow  and  cofntrition.  O  Lord,  if  I 
know  my  own  heart,  I  would  not  willingly  offend 
thee ;  on  the  contrary,^  I  would  spend  my  whole 
life  in  thy  service  :  never  am  I  so  happy  as  when 
I  am  studying  thy  word,  or  acting  as  the  instru- 
ment of  thy  Providence  in  doing  good  to  my  fel- 
low creatures.  But,  alas !  through  the  weakness 
of  my  nature  I  cannot  always,  or  long  together, 
stand  upright;  through  my  manifold  sins  and 
wickedness,  I  am  sore  let  and  hindered  in  ruB^ 
ning  the  race  that  is  set  before  me  ;  but  I  humbly 
trust  I  shall  yet  reach  the  goal,  and  obtain 
through  the  merits  of  my  blessed  Redeemer,  the 
high  prize  of  my  calling,  a  crown  of  glory  eternal 
in  the  heavens.  Adorable  Saviour  thou  knowest 
that  I  love  thee.  Lord,  I  am  jealous  for  the  ho- 
nor of  thy  name.  I  am  truly  grieved  when  I 
hear  thee  spoken  of  in  degrading  terms;  my 
Lord,  and  my  God  ! — O  that  I  could  persuade  all 
I  know,  and  all  who  read  my  books  to  think  as  I 
do.  O  that  my  practice  were  in  all  points  such 
as  thou  requirest  in  thy  servants  and  disciples. 


O  that  I  could  more  perfectly  follow  thy  blessed 
example,  that  I  may  be  enabled  to  do  better 
than  I  have  hitherto  done,  I  most  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  grant  me  the  continual  aid  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Leave  me  not  to  myself;  forsake 
me  not,  O  God,  of  my  salvation.-  I  yield  myself 
to  thy  guidance.  I  depend  not  upon  my  own 
natural  powers,  though  I  resolve  to  exert  them  to 
my  best  abilities. 

O  Lord,  I  hear,  with  apprehension  for  myself, 
of  my  friends  and  acquaintance,  taken  off  by 
sudden  death.  O  if  it  be  thy  blessed  will,  save 
me  from  a  like  fate ;  I  am  not  yet  so  well  pr&t 
pared  as  I  hope  to  be  ;  I  have  much  to  do  fot 
myself  and  others,  before  I  can  give  up  my  ac- 
counts with  joy  as  a  faithful  steward .  Spare  me 
a  little,  that  I  may  recover  my  strength,  and 
show  forth  thy  glory  to  the  young  and  ignorant. 
Bat  if  it  should  be  the  will  of  the  Almighty  to 
order  it  otiierwise,  may  my  soul  be  washed  in 
t&y  most  precious  blood,  may  my  sinful  nature 
be  covered  with  the  robe  of  thy  righteousness, 
6r  how  shall  I  be  fit  to  appear  in  the  presence 
of  a  holy  God,  and  join  the  society  of  pure 
spirits? 

Lord,  I  beseech  tbee,  send  thy  heavenly  bene- 
diction on  my  dear  husband  and  children,  bless 
(md  prosper  the  jbumey  my  husband  is  going* 
ttpon,  and  enable  us  to  perform  our  respective 
duties  in  an  acceptable  manner. 
VbuehftidlK.  O  Lord,  to  grMt  as  this  night  re- 
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freshing  deep,  and  defend  us  finmi  all  perils  an4 
dangers.  Praised  be  the  adorable  Trinity,  Fq^ 
ther.  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  world  without  end. 
Amenl  Amen! 

On  reading  over  my  Meditations  on  New  Yeai^s 
Day,  I  find  that  I  foirgot  to  pray  for  my  dear 

S ,  and  E *    How  could  that  be,  for  I 

am  sure  they  have  an  eqoal  share  in  my  afibo* 
tions,  with  the  rest  of  my  beloved  children,  an4 
greater  love  than  I  feel  lor  them  all  no  childreQ 
can  desire  from  a  parent ;  they  wind  about  my 
heart  till  my  very  life  seems  to  depend  upon  their 
happiness.  O  how  much  have  I  suffered  from 
the  loss  of  three  whom  it  has  pleased  the  Al* 
mighty  to  take  from  me.  But  I  will  not  recall 
the  grief  which  has  for  the  present  at  least  sub* 
sided.  I  Will  endeavour  to  retain  the  serenity 
which  my  heavenly  Father  has  graciously  granted 
me. 

I  hope  I  shall  never  forget  the  kindness  of  my 
dear  deceased  father-in-law.  What  a  character 
was  his  1  O  that  I  could  imitate  his  patience,  re^ 
signation,  and  truly  Christian  charity. 

My  grief  for  my  dear  deceased  child  is  greatly 
moderated.  I  often  recollect  the  last  melancholy 
scene  which  ended  in  his  death ;  but  not  with  so 
much  distress  as  at  the  time  of  my  dear  hus- 
band's illness.  I  am  fully  resigned  to  the  Divine 
Will.  I  do  not  torment  myself  with  unavailing 
regrets  as  I  did  a  little  while  Bgo.  I  have  num« 
berless    blessings   at  this  time  in   possession, 
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among  which  is  the  improved  health  of  my  dear 
busbaod  and  children. 
I  will  speak  of  mercy  and  judgment,  unto  thee 

0  Lord,  will  i  speak.  I  will  endeavour  to  be- 
have myself  wisely,  in  a  perfect  way,  thy  grace 
assisting  me.     O  when  wilt  thou  come  unto  me ! 

1  will  walk  within  myhousewith  a  perfect  heart, 
a  heart  perfectly  devoted  to  thee  my  God  and 
Saviour.  I  will  set  no  wicked  thing  before  mine 
eyes ;  I  hate  the  work  of  them  that  turn  aside ; 
it  shall  not  cleave  unto  me ;  I  will  not  make  a 
chosen  companion  of  a  wicked  person.  Mine 
eyes  shall  be  upon  the  faithful  in  the  land,  among 
them  will  I  choose  my  associates. 

Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  Is  with- 
in me,  bless  his  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits,  who  for- 
giveth  all  thine  iniquities,  who  healeth  all  thy 
diseases  ;  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destruc- 
tion, and  crowneth  thee  with  tender  mercies  and 
loving  kindness.  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gra- 
cious, slow  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy. 
He  will  not  always  chide,  neither  keepeth  he  Ids 
imger  for  ever.  He  hath  not  dealt  with  me  after 
my  sins,  nor  rewarded  me  according  to  my  ini- 
qoities.  For  as  the  Heaven  is  high  above  the 
earth,  so  great  is  his  mercy  toward  them  that  fear 
him.  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  the  fear  of  thee 
a  engrafted  in  my  heart ;  may  it  iiever  be  root^ 
<Hit.    Lord,  I  have  erperienced  from  thee  the 
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pky  crfaftther.  O  may  I  be  tbaakful  and  dad*- 
fill  for  thy  compassioiiate  kiadness*^  But  hoii^ 
imperfect  are  my  very  best  services ;  yet  thoa 
wilt  accept  them  I  humbly  trust  I  thou  knowest 
the  weakness  of  my  frame,  thou  rememberest 
that  I  am  but  dust.  My  days  are  as  grass ;  I  an 
nbw  in  life  and  health,  but  in  a  short  time,  thou 
alone  knowest  how  socm,  I  shall  go  hence  and  be 
BO  more  seen.  But  thy  mercy,  O  Lord,  is  from 
everlasting,  thy  truth  reaeheth  unto  the  cloudsii 
thou  wilt  not  forsake  me  even  in  the  grave.  .  I 
will  keep  thy  covenant,  and  remember  thy  com- 
mandments, then  shall  I  rise  to  a  life  of  glory, 
then  shall  I  be  admitted  to  approach  thy  throne* 
Bless  the  Lord,  ye  his  angels,  that  excel  in 
strength,  ye  that  do  his  commandments  hearken- 
ing unto  the  voice  of  his  word.  Bless  ye  the 
Lord,  all  ye  his  hosts,  ye  ministers  of  his  that  do 
his  pleasure.  Bless  the  Lord,  all  ye  his  works  in 
all  places  of  his  dominion.  Bless  the  Lord,  O 
my  soul. 

To  the  protection  of  thy  good  Providence,  and 
the  guidance  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  O  merciful  God, 
I  humbly  commend  myself,  my  dear  husband, 
and  children,  and  all  my  friends  and  relations. 
Preserve  us  from  the  perils  and  dangers  of  this 
night,  and  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure  to  grant  us 
a  further  continuance  here,  raise  us  up  to-morrow 
with  hearts  disposed  to  love  and  serve  thee,  and 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  fellow  creatures; 


root  out  of  our  minds  every  thiDg  that  is  displeas- 
ing to  thee,  and  implant  and  nourish  in  tbent 
every  virtue.  May  I  ever  keep  in  mind  the  ex-« 
ample  of  my  blessed  Redeemer,  and  strive  to  fol- 
low it  in  all  things.  Adorable  and  divine  Saviour, 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  and  honour  thee !  O 
vouchsafe  to  strengthen  me  to  perform  the  workg 
I  delight  in,  and  accept  my  imperfect  services. 
May  I  be  among  that  blessed  number,  whom  at 
the  last  day,  thou  wilt  own  as  good  and  faithful 
servants. 

Feb.  16,  O  Lord,  my  heart  is  open  before 
thee,  thou  knowest  all  its  cares  and  anxieties, 
vouchsafe  I  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  to  reliev* 
me  from  them,  and  enable  me  by  thy  Holy  Spt 
rit  to  trust  in  thy  power  and  goodness,  and  to 
submit  to  thy  wit!.  O  blessed  Lord,  light  indeed 
is  thy  yoke  in  comparison  with  that  which  those 
who  travail  and  toil  to  effect  their  worldly  pur- 
poses take  upon  themselves.  Lord,  receive  my 
humblest,  my  most  grateful  thanksgivings  fot 
thy  great  goodness  in  relieving  my  mind  from  the 
weight  of  sorrow  which  lately  oppressed  it,  on 
account  of  the  loss  of  my  dear  child ;  may  I 
never  more  give  way  to  it,  for  what  will  it  aTail 
him  ?  And  why  should  I  grieve  for  him,  who,  I 
trust,  is  at  rest  from  all  the  pains  and  sorrows  of 
this  toilsome  life  ? 

I  am  conscious  of  a  ne^ect  of  duty  in  omitting 
to  ifistruot  Uy  servants  as  I  used  to  do  ;  I  will 
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endeavour  to  fulfil  it  better  for  the  time  to  come. 

0  Lord,  I  reverence  thy  Sabbaths;  I  adore  and 
honour  thy  boly  name.  Blessed  Jesus,  adorable 
Saviour,  divine  Friend  of  human  kind,  vouchsafe 
to  continue  to  rae  thy  loving  kindness,  which  is 
dearer  to  me  than  life  itself.  Forsake  me  not, 
take  not  thy  Uoly  Spirit  from  me,  leave  me  iiot 
to  myself,  I  feel  my  weakness,  I  fear  to  trust  to 
myself,  I  lean  upon  tbee  my  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer, my  Lord  and  my  God. 

Feb.  26.    I  have  had  upon  the  whole  a  com- 
fortable week.    I  feel  my  mind  calm  and  tranquil. 

1  fear  it  will  not  continue  so  long,  if  I  contem- 
plate too  much  on  my  own  imperfections.  1  am 
sot  averse  to  humiliation  I  hope.  1  have  not  a 
thought  that  exalts  itself  against  my  God  and  Sa- 
viour, neither  have  1  a  high  opinion  of  myself; 
the  giore  I  lode  into  myself,  the  more  I  feel  my 
own  insignificance  and  insufficiency.  Huw  can 
toy  mortal  indulge  pride  and  self  conceit  ? 

-,  I  was  very  low  spirited  this  morning  at  the 
thcm^t  of  leaving  off  mourning  for  my  dear 
John;  a  thousand  painful  recollections  came  into 
my  mind ;  it  was  the  same  with  my  dear  hu«* 
hamd,  and  I  fancy  vritb  the  r«st  of  tb«  fawHy,  iw 
tli^  ham  Bot  thrown  it  aside. 
'  But  duty  forbids  the  indulgence  of  unavailing 
Vonow;  yet  i  cannot  part  with  the  ren^n^brance 
a£  him.  Q  hovr  tenderly  did  I  Love  ]i.\m  I  how 
aoxicmiLy  4i^  I  watch  over.  him.    But  thy  vil}* 
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0  Lord,  be  done !  I  trust  we  shall  meet  in  a  bet- 
ter world,  never  more  to  part. 

Merciful  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  I 
beseech  thee  for  his  sake  to  pardon  all  my  past 
Bins,  and  grant  me  grace  to  serve  thee  better  for 
the  time  to  come.  O  Lord,  the  longer  I  live,  the 
more  sensible  I  am  of  my  own  imperfections.  I 
know  that  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy 
nnercies  ;  my  whole  dependence  is  on  the  merits 
of  my  blessed  Redeemer.  Lord,  if  not  encou- 
raged by  thy  gracious  promises,  I  could  not  dare 
to  petition  thee  for  any  favour  or  blessing,  nor 
does  thy  holy  word  teach  me  to  expect  that  all  I 
ask  shall  be  granted,  for  I  may  ask  many  things 
amiss ;  many  things  contrary  to  my  eternal  wel- 
fare ;  but  as  I  trust  my  life  is  of  consequence  to 
many  of  my  fellow  creatures,  1  presume  to  in- 
treat  that  tbou  wouldst  be  graciously  pleased  to 
niare  me  for  a  time.  O  take  me  not  away  in  the 
midst  of  my  age  till  I  have  used  my  utmost  eo- 
deavonrs  to  teach  thy  ways  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion, to  assert  the  honour  of  my  Saviour,  and  to 
ttistruct  the  young  and  ignorant  to  know  him  as 
he  is ;  Devertheless  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done :  if  thou  art  pleased  to  cut  me  off,  take  me, 

1  beseech  thee,  to  thyself.  O  give  me  an  inheri- 
tance in  thy  kingdom  !  O  Lord.  1  further  pre- 
sume to  implore  thee  to  grtrnt  me,  not  only  life, 
bnt  health  ;  have  compassion  upon  my  dear  hufr- 
^and,  and  if  it  be  thy  good  pl^ure  prolong  his 
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life  alsa^  and  may  both  he  and  I  improye  conti- 
nually in  the  knowledge  and  pmetice  of  thy  holy 
will. 

Bless  all  our  dear  children,  may  it  be  thy  good 
pleasure  to  spare  them  to  us  to  be  the  comfort  of 
our  latter  years.  Bestow  thy  blessing  upon  her, 
who  is  about  to  enter  into  the  holy  estate  of  ma- 
trimony, and  give  her  grace  to  fulfil  the  duties  of 
it.  Accept,  most  merciful  God,  Saviour  and 
Sanctifier,  adorable  Trinity,  my  humblest  thanks- 
givings for  the  innumerable  mercies  vouchsafed 
me  and  mine,  and  give  ns  hearts  to  enjoy  thy 
goodness,  and  to  communicate  happiness  to 
others,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power.  Vouchsafe 
to  take  us  this  night  under  thy  protection,  and 
never,  O  never  leave  us  to  ourselves  or  to  our 
spiritual  enemies. 

March  18.  Part  of  the  last  week  has  been 
spent  in  writing  Instructions  for  the  Poor,  and  of 
course  has  passed  pleasantly ;  but  I  form  exten- 
sive plans,  which  I  sometimes  fear  I  shall  not  live 
to  execute — God's  will  be  done  !  I  do  not  find  in 
myself  at  present  the  desire  to  pray,  but  I  will 
read  to  my  servants,  after  which  I  hope  I  shall 
foe  in  a  more  devout  disposition  of  mind ;  and 
can  I  lay  aside  my  pen,  and  close  the  weekly 
account,  without  so  much  as  a  thanksgiving? 
forbid  it  gratitude ! 

O  merciful  Father,  can  I  for  a  single  moment 
forget  the  numberless  undeserved  blessings  which 
I  daily  receive  from  thy  hands — can  I,  who  pre- 
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tend  to  teach  others  to  know  and  serve  thee,  act 
80  inconsistent  a  part  ? 

O  Lord,  thou  knowest  my  very  great  infirmi- 
ties, both  of  body  and  mind;  be  graciously 
pleased  to  pardon  what  thou  hast  seen  amiss  in 
me,  for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  O  Lord,  I 
am  a  poor  weak  erring  mortal ;  O  save  me  for 
my  Saviour's  sake.  At  this  moment,  blessed 
Lord,  hast  thou  given  me  fresh  cause  for  thank- 
fulness by  making  me  the  humble  instrument  of 
good  to  a  distressed  fellow  creature.  May  thy 
blessing  follow  her  to  the  situation  to  which  thy 
Providence  has  directed  her.  O  Lord,  praised 
and  adored  be  thy  holy  name.  Lord  Jesus,  be 
pleased  to  accept  the  humble  homage  of  a  heart, 
most  affectionately  devoted  to  thee.  Lord,  thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee.  O  enable  me  while  I 
continue  upon  earth  to  feed  thy  lambs,  it  is  my 
delight  to  do  it. 

April  1 .  A  great  part  of  this  week  also  has 
been  spent  in  writing,  and  I  trust,  profitably  to 
myself  at  least  I  hope  in  the  event  it  may  prove 
so  to  others,  though  as  yet  I  have  not  satisfied 
myself;  my  earnest  desire  is  to  compose  a  course 
of  teaching  for  Charity  Schools,  by  which  thQ 
children  may  learn  in  reality,  and  not  by  rote, 
the  principles  of  the  Christian  Religioiij  as  tauglU 
in  the  Scriptures. 

O  Lord,  I  breech  thee,  to  have  compas^oii 
upon  my  dear  husband,  n^toxe  him  if  it  be  tbj 
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holy  will  to  perfect  iMalth ;  and  whether  lie  con* 
tinue  in  health  or  Bickness^  enable  me  to  perform 
my  duty  towards  him  in  meekness  and  patience ; 
vouchsafe  to  bless  us  in  the  house  and  in  the  field, 
defend  us  from  all  our  enemies,  and  if  it  be  the 
will  of  our  heavenly  Father,  to  give  us  prosperity, 
may  we  never  forget  the  bountiful  hand  that 
bestows  it ;  and  may  we  as  far  as  our  influence 
extends^  dispense  blessings  to  others ;  O  may  we 
be  found  worthy  to  be  the  instruments  of  good  to 
our  fellow  creatures. 

And  now,  O  merciful  Father,  let  me  offer  VL'p 
my  praise  and  thanksgiving  for  thine  infinite 
mercy  and  loving  kindness.  I  acknowledge  that 
I  am  an  unprofitable  servant,  unworthy  of  the 
least  of  all  thy  mercies,  yet  do  I  hope  thou  vdlt 
accept  my  humble  endeavours  to  do  thy  will,  for 
my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  Vouchsafe,  O  Lord, 
for  his  sake  to  pardon  whatsoever  I  have  done 
amiss.  O  blessed  Jesus,  intercede  for  me  thy 
faithfiil,  though  weak  servant !  Lord,  thou  know- 
est  that  I  love  thee,  thou  knowest  the  zeal  of  my 
soul  for  thine  honour !  O  how  it  grieves  me  to 
hear  thy  Godhead  denied,  thy  atonement  con- 
temned. Lord,  for  my  own  part  I  adore,  I  vene- 
rate thee  as  my  God  and  Saviour ;  I  believe  most 
fervently  that  thy  death  had  the  value  in  the 
sight  of  God  the  Father,  to  purchase  Salvation 
for  a  lost  race ;  and  I  rely  On  thy  merits  for  that 
pardon  and  justification,  which  I  am  sure  I  could 


never  obtain  for  myself.  0  blessed  Lord,  keep 
me  thine  evermore,  unite  me  to  thyself,  vouch- 
safe to  dwell  in  me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit.  I  yield 
myself  to  thy  divine  guidance.  O  cast  out  of 
my  mind  every  thing  that  is  offensive  to  thy  pu- 
rity. Enlighten  my  understanding,  strengthen 
my  weak  faculties,  enable  me  to  help  forward  the 
good  work  I  am  called  to  assist  in ;  O  suggest 
what  I  should  write,  what  I  should  do,  what  I 
should  say ;  drive  away  all  desire  of  the  praise  of 
men,  let  me  go  with  no  sentiments  in  my  heart, 
but  those  of  true  piety  and  charity.  O  eternal 
God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  vouchsafe  to 
bless  my  dear  husband  and  children,  and  reckon 
us  among  thy  chosen  people.  Give  thy  grace  to 
every  individual  of  this  household,  that  all  may 
perform  their  respective  duties  in  an  acceptable 
manner.     Amen!  Amen  ! 

May  9.  From  want  of  leisure  I  have  omitted 
to  record  till  now  some  events  which  have  given 
me  real  heartfelt  pleasure.  I  went  to  the  Mary- 
lebone  Schools,  which  afford  a  happy  prospect  of 
rescuing  many  poor  children  from  vice  and  pro- 
fligacy. I  was  happy  to  find  that  the  maoage- 
ment  of  the  schools  is  in  such  good  hands ;  I  am 
happy  also,  in  so  good  an  opportunity  of  making 
an  experiment  of  my  system  of  education. 

The  week  after  I  was  at  the  Marylebone 
Schools,  I  went  to  see  my  good  friend  Mrs.  Den- 
yraxd,  at  Hampstead,    and  there  I  met  Mrs. 
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C ,  who  told  me  that  her  sister  hac 

ed  me  a  legacy  of  twenty  guineas,  to  la  ( 

in  charity,  as  I  should  think  proper,  this  is  a  vt 
acceptable  bequest,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
lieve  the  real  wants  nf  mw  nnor  neighbours  v 


I  am  very  anxious  abolition  of  the  s 

trade,  because  I  am  >  ^t   that  the  conti 

ance  of  it  is  totally  int  to  Christiani 

and  I  am   persuaded  i        issing  would  lata , 

upon  the  nation  for  pi       rring  piety  and  justice 
worldly  policy.  i 

O  merciful  Father,  I  bless  and  praise  thy  glo- 
rious name  for  thine  abundant  and  undeserved 
goodness  to  me.  O  Lord,  what  honour  dost  thou 
put  upon  me,  thy  poor,  thy  unworthy  servant. 
Qow  kindly  dost  thou  indulge  the  best  desires  of 
my  heart ! .  how  often  dost  thou  make  me  the  in- 
strument of  thy  good  Providence.  Lord,  not 
unto  me,  not  unto  me  be  the  praise,  to  thee  I 
ascribe  it  O  Lord,  I  am  truly  sensible  of  my  own 
de^ciencies  and  infirmities ;  I  have  nothing  to 
glory  in  but  thy  goodness  to  me.  Blessed  Jesus, 
adorable  divine  Saviour,  accept  I  most  humbly 
beseech  thee,  the  adoration  of  a  heart  sincerely 
and  earnestly  devoted  to  thee ;  on  thy  merits  is 
all  my  dependence  for  the  pardon  of  my  manifold 
offences ;  vouchsafe  to  give  me  the  aid  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  T  know,  and  feel  continually,  that 
without  divine  assistance,  I  am  unable  to  do  any 
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thing  as  TOUgfat  to  do.  O  divine  Spirit  descend 
upon  me !  cleanse  me  from  the  pollution  of  my 
sios,  increase  in  me  every  inclination  to  goodness, 
purify  me,  sanctify  me !  leare  me  not  to  myself, 
merciful  Jesus;  forsake  me  not,  O  God  of  my 
Salvation ;  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me ; 
hold  up  ray  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not ;  grant  me  thy  peace,  that  best  of 
blessings ! 

May  13.  This  week  I  have  attended  the  death- 
bed of  a  poor  man,  who  has  bad  a  lingering  ill- 
ness, and  to  whom  I  have  endeavoured  to  give 
what  assistance  was  in  my  power ;  it  gave  mo 
great  pleasure  to  see  him  meeting  death  with  so 
much  fortitude  and  resignation;  surely  he  must 
have  been  supported  by  the  inward  comforts  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  or  he  could  not  have  left  his  wife 
and  children  with  so  much  composure.  I  felt 
great  pleasure  when  he  prayed  the  Almighty  to 
bless  me ;  surely  such  prayers  will  find  accept- 
ance. 

O  Lord  God,  I  most  earnestly  beseech  thee  to 
pardon  all  my  past  sins  for  my  Redeemer's  sake. 
Take  my  dear  husband  and  children  this  night 
onder  the  protection  of  thy  good  Providence ; 
accept  my  imperfect  services,  my  weak  endea- 
Tours  to  promote  thy  honour  upon  earth.  —   — 
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May  22,  This  day  the  silent  tombf  «i  closed 
upon  the  remains  of  my  dear  departed  husband* 
On  the  15th  I  was  waked  from  a  comfortable 
sleep  by  the  sound  of  his  dying  agony.  I  found 
him  in  a  strong  fit.  In  a  very  short  time  he  ex* 
pired.  1  am  now  a  deep  and  sincere  mourner  for 
his  loss.  O  he  has  been  to  me  the  tenderest  of 
husbands,  and  long  shall  I  lament  the  fieital  sepa- 
ration. My  thoughts  have  been  successively  calm 
and  tumultuous.  I  have  received  much  inward 
consolation.  I  trust  that  though  his  death  was 
sudden,  he  was  not  unprepared  for  it.  I  think  he 
had  been  in  expectation  of  a  speedy  dissolution 
for  some  time  past ;  and  his  life  has  been  a  series 
of  good  and  benevolent  actions,  such  as  the  Gos- 
pel recommends.  I  am  persuaded  he  performed 
them  with  singleness  of  heart,  and  that  he  had  a 
real  zeal  for  the  interests  of  true  religion.  I  think 
he  was  merciful  and  a  peace-maker  in  an  eminent 
degree.  He  was  also  of  a  most  forgiving  temper. 
O  he  had  many  virtues ! 

I  have  the  comfort  of  knowing  that  I  performed 
my  duty  as  a  wife  to  his  entire  satisfaction. 

I  purpose,  with  divine  grace,  to  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  my  life  in  the  practice  of  piety.  I  will 
seek  to  my  Saviour,  and  follow  the  guidance  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  Surely  then  the  blessing  of  God 
^U  remain  with  me ! 

O  merciful  Father !  who  by  an  awful  stroke  of 
thy  Providence  hast  seen  fit  to  deprive  me  of  an 


husband,  and  my  dear  children  of  a  parent,  eK* 
tend  thy  pity  and  compassion  to  us ;  leave  us  not 
destitute,  but  be  to  us  a  strong  tower  of  defence 
against  the  various  evils  of  this  mortal  life;  and 
finally,  receive  us  into  thy  heavenly  kingdom^  ' 
whither,  I  trust,  my  dear  departed  husband  is 
gone  before. 

Lord  Jesus,  have  compassion  upon  us.  Grant 
us  the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  O  support  us; 
leave  us  not  comfortless. 

June  3.  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  I  and 
my  family  have  been  supported  by  Divine  good- 
ness under  the  heavy  calamity  that  bas  befallea 
us,  I  feel  in  general  calm  and  composed-  Some- 
times I  have  a  paroxysm  of  grief;  but  methinks 
1  would  not  have  it  otherwise.  The  Almighty 
surely  will  not  take  offence  at  the  tribute  whicfa 
nature  and  gratitude  demand  to  the  memory  of 
the  best  and  tenderest  of  husbands.  O  how 
dearly  did  he  love  me  !  How  often  did  he  iiD- 
plore  the  blessing  of  God  upon  me !  With  what 
partiality  did  he  view  my  actions  and  my  works  < 
I  hope  I  have  not  acted  with  ingratitude  towards 
him.  My  mind  was  weaker  than  his ;  my  bodily 
infirmities  many.  I  endeavoured  to  accommo- 
date my  behaviour  to  his  wishes.  He  expressed 
the  utmost  satisfaction  in  my  conduct.  But,  alasl 
were  he  now  alive,  I  think  I  could  deserve  his 
love  better  than  formerly.  Dear  departed  spirit, 
if  thou  koowest  any  thing  of  the  concerns  of  this 
mortal  life,  thou  knowest  that  thy  afflicted  widow 
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now  feels  every  sentiment  of  tender  esteem  and 

gpratitade  for  thy  dear  memory ;  that  she  resolve^^ 
to  cherish  these  sentiments  to  the  last  moment  of 
her  life ;  that  she  looks  forward  with  hope  be* 
yond  the  grave  to  an  eternity,  in  which  she  may 
in  thy  society  enjoy  pleasure  and  happiness  with- 
out end,  and  that  she  resolves  to  supply,  to  the 
T)est  of  her  power,  the  loss  of  thee  to  her  dear 
children,  by  following  thy  example,  in  preferring 
'their  interest  to  her  own.  If  thou  art  ignorant 
of  these  resolves,  they  are,  however,  known  to 
the  Searcher  of  all  hearts,  and  may  he  give  me 
strength  to  fulfil  them ! 

I  have  not  only  lost  a  dear  and  tender  compa- 
nion, but  a  judicious  and  faithful  adviser.  I  can 
no  more  refer  to  him  to  guide  my  conduct.  I 
must  be  the  more  circumspect.  I  will  endeavour 
to  reflect  how  he  would  have  wished  me  to  act. 
I  will  fly  to  my  God  for  divine  help.  My  dear 
husband  was  superior  to  me  in  many  respects.  I 
will  emulate  his  example  in  future.  I  never  knew 
any  one  perform  benevolent  actions  with  more 
alacrity.  I  never  knew  a  more  forgiving  temper. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  utmost  that  his  circum- 
stances afforded,  and  professed  a  firm  trust  in  the 
providence  of  God.  He  had  a  great  degree  of 
patience  on  trying  occasions,  and  encountered  all 
the  evils  of  life  with  manly  and  Christian  forti- 
tude. Surely  such  a  character  must  have  been 
nn  object  of  divine  favour.  Surely  such  an  one 
must  have  obtained  the  gracious  intercession  of  a 
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benevolent  Saviour,  in  whose  name  he  was  bap- 
tized, whose  death  he  had  repeatedly  commemo- 
rated in  the  Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Sup-  i 
per.  My  soul  is  full  of  this  hope.  1  will  indulge 
it.  I  will  think  that  my  dear  companion  is  re- 
moved from  a  scene  of  sorrow  and  trouble  to  a 
state  of  rest  and  peace^  and  that  he  will  finally  be 
admitted  into  the  regions  of  immortal  bliss,  where, 
I  trust,  ray  dear  departed  children,  who  died  in 
their  years  of  innocence,  and  uncorrupted  youth, 
will  also  find  admittance ;  and  where  I,  and  those 
who  are  now  my  joy  and  comfort  upon  earth,  will 
be  finally  received. 

O  merciful  and  gracious  Father,  with  a  heart 
overflowing  with  gratitude,  love,  and  veneration, 
I  acknowledge  thy  unmerited  goodness  to  me,  thy 
poor  creature,  in  supporting  my  mind  under  my 
most  afflicting  loss.  O  Lord,  I  have  abundantly 
experienced  the  truth  of  thy  divine  promises  re- 
corded in  Scripture.  I  have  called  upoa  thee  in 
the  day  of  trouble,  and  thou  heardest  me.  I  have 
knocked,  and  thou  hast  opened.  I  have  asked, 
and  have  received.  I  have  sought,  and  I  have 
found.  I  have  besought  thee  to  grant  me  the  aid 
of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  and  thou  hast  graciously 
hearkened  to  my  humble  petitions.  O  Lord,  what 
divine  consolation  bast  thou  poured  into  my  trou- 
bled bosom !  How  hast  thou  quieted  its  painful 
perturbations !  What  sweet  refreshing  repose  hast 
thou  given  me !  How  good  and  gracious  hast 
thou  also  been  to  my  dear  children !    Merciful 
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Lord^  I  praise  and  bless  thy  glorious  name  for  all 
thy  goodness !    What  return  shall  I  make  ?    O 
God,  what  can  a  poor  weak  creature  like  me  do 
in  return  for  unspeakable  mercies !    Divine  Sa- 
viour, to  thee  do  I  fly.    Friend  of  my  soul,  asisist 
my  weak  endeavours.    Grant  me  an  interest  in 
thine  infinite  merits.    O  reckon  me  as  thy  mem* 
ber,  as  a  branch  pruned  and  purged  to  bear  fruit 
Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.   Lord,  with 
renewed  affection  and  veneration  I  devote  my- 
self to  thee.  I  desire  to  devote  myself  to  thy  ser- 
vice ;  to  endeavour  to  propagate  thy  holy  reli- 
gion.   Accept,    I  beseech  thee,  my  purposes, 
and  strengthen  me  to  fulfil  them.  O  may  thy  holy 
Spirit  ever  remain  with  me.     May  I  be  one  with 
Christ  unto  my  life's  end.    May  I  be  a  faithful 
steward,  an  approved  servant.     Help  me,  merci- 
ful Saviour,  to  do  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is 
in  heaven.     Keep  me  stedfast  in  the  right  way. 
Hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not.    Let  me  take  up  my  cross,  and 
follow  thee.     Let  nothing  in  this  world  induce 
me  to  fix  my  affections  too  powerfully  on  any 
thing  below.   Let  me  ever  press  forward  towards 
the  high  prize  of  my  calling,  which  is  laid  up  in 
heaven  for  me. 

June  7.  To-morrow  I  purpose,  if  it  please 
God  to  spare  my  life,  to  go  to  church.  That  I 
^2iy  go  with  a  composed  and  prepared  mind,  and 
receive  the  holy  sacrament  to  my  comfort,  I  will 
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now  examine  'my  past  conduct  to  the  best  of  my 
power,  and  see  what  is  the  present  state  of  my 
soul. 

O  Lord,  i  earnestly  desire  to  acknowledge  and 
confess  my  manifold  sms  and  wickedness,  and  to 
hnmble  myself  before  thee.  May  thy  Spirit  assist 
Die  in  calling  my  ofiences  to  remembrance. 


0  merciful  Father,  these  my  sins,  with  num- 
berless others  which  1  am  not  able  to  call  to  mind, 
are  all  in  thy  sight  I  am  truly  grieved  to  look 
back,  and  see  what  errors  and  miscarriages  I  have 
been  guilty  of.  But  I  repent,  O  God,  I  hope  ] 
sincerely  repent  I  am  heartily  sorr)'  for  these 
my  misdoings,  and  turn  unto  thee  with  full  pur- 
pose and  resolution  of  amendment  for  the  time  to 
come. 

1  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  who  art 
gracious  and  merciful,  long  suffering,  and  of  great 
goodness,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
(who  died  for  sinners)  to  pardon  and  forgive  all 
my  sins,  whether  wilful,  or  of  ignorance,  by 
which  1  have  in  any  way  scandalized  my  Christian 


O  Lord,  Holy  Father,  who  alone  canst  order 
the  unruly  wills  and  affections  of  sinful  men,  who 
gavest  thy  Son  to  die  for  us,  and  redeem  us  from 
all  iniquity,  pardon  and  rectify  the  errors  of  my 
heart  and  life,  and  every  sinful  practice,  that  I 
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may  hereafter  serve  thee  by  living  a  sober,  godly, 
and  religious  life. 

And  since  I  am  not  able  to  do  this  of  myself, 
strengthen  me,  I  beseech  thee,  with  thy  Holy  Spi- 
rit, and  daily  increase  in  me  every  Christian 
grace,  that  I  may  have  victory  and  triumiA 
against  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  and 
finally  obtain  everlasting  life,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  thy  Son  our  Lord.    Amen. 

To  these  my  prayers  be  added  my  humblest 
thanksgiving  for  thine  abundant  mercies,  particu- 
larly, O  Lord,  I  desire  to  thank  thee  for  thy  great 
goodness  in  comforting  me  under  the  heavy  aflBiic- 
tion  thou  hast  seen  fit  to  bring  upon  me,  and  for 
the  many  blessings  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  con- 
tinue to  me.  O  Lord,  praised  be  thy  name  for 
the  comfort  of  good  children.  O  gracious  Lord, 
shower  dovni  thy  choicest  blessings  upon  them. 
Above  all,  continue  to  guide  them  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit  Truly  may  I  say  thou  art  a  husband  to 
the  widow,  and  a  father  to  the  fatherless.  Thou 
hast  soothed  my  mind,  thou  hast  comforted  me 
beyond  what  any  human  being  could  have  done. 
When  my  dear  husband  strove  to  calm  my  mind 
after  the  loss  of  my  dear  son,  his  tenderness  was 
but  the  instrument  of  thine  abundant  kindness. 
I  have  now  no  dear  partner  of  my  joys  and  sor- 
rows, yet  my  mind  has  been  calmed,  my  grief  has 
been  mitigated.  I  have  found  sweet  repose  upon 
my  widowed  pillow.  I  have  sensibly  experienced 


the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  O  how  shall  I 
thank  thee  for  this  surprising,  this  unmerited  love 
to  me,  thy  poor  creature  !  I  will  receive  Ihe  cup 
of  saivatioD,  and  call  upon  ray  blessed  Redeemer, 
whose  all-sutBcient  merits  atoned  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world. 

I  will  endeavour  to  conduct  myself  in  an  ex- 
emplary manner  in  the  new  state  to  which  thou 
hast  been  pleased  to  call  me,  tliat  I  may  be  among 
the  number  of  those  whom  the  Scripures  style 
v.idmvs  indeed.  I  am  desolate,  but  I  will  trust  in 
thee ;  I  will  continue  in  supplication  and  prayer 
night  and  day ;  I  will  bid  adieu  to  all  pleasure 
but  that  which  arises  from  the  practice  of  virtue 
and  piety ;  1  will  be  zealous  of  good  works ;  I 
will,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  relieve  the  af- 
flicted. O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  strengthen  me 
to  keep  these  resolutions. 

June  13.  I  went  to  church,  as  I  purposed,  on 
Sunday.  On  entering  the  church,  I  felt  my  spi- 
rits affected  by  painful  recollections;  but  upon 
the  whole,  my  thoughts  were  collected,  so  that  I 
joined  with  more  fervency  thsm  I  sometimes  do. 
I  was  much  affected  when  I  knelt  down  at  the 
altar,  but  received  the  sacrament  with  great  com- 
fort, and  prayed  with  fervour.  I  have  since  had 
recourse  repeatedly  to  private  devotion,  and  have 
experienced  great  benefit  from  it.  My  mind  has 
ever  since^Sunday  been  free  from  painful  and  tor- 
menting reflections.  Every  circumstance  of  grief 
seems  to  have  a  comfort  annexed  to  it.  If  1  think 
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liirhat  an  excellent,  what  a  valuable  husband  I 
have  lost,  it  instantly  occurs  to  me,  that  the  bet- 
ter he  discharged  the  relative  duties,  the  greater 
will  be  his  reward,  and  the  greater  the  blessing 
for  his  sake  upon  his  family.  If  I  think  how  greatly 
I  shall  miss  his  counsel  and  advice,  I  recollect 
that  I  may  have  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
if  I  pray  for  it,  and  strive  to  do  my  duty.  If  I 
think  of  his  being  taken  firom  a  fkmily  that  he 
doted  on,  I  think  that  he  may  possibly  be  enjoy- 
ing the  blessings  of  eternity  with  otiiers  of  my 
dear  children,  who  in  their  life- time  were  equally 

dear  to  him. I  enjoy  every  night  calm  and 

refreshing  sleep.  I  find  my  health  mended.  At  pre- 
sent, my  good  resolutions  seem  strengthened,  and 
I  am,  on  the  whole,  in  a  surprisingly  comfortable 
state.  I  hope  my  calmness  does  not  proceed  from 
insensibility,  from  blunted  feelings.  Were  this 
the  case,  I  should  not  think  of  the  dear  deceased 
with  such  tenderness  as  I  do.  I  am  certain  that 
it  is  not  owing  to  the  strength  of  my  reasoning 
powers  ;  for,  alas !  they  are  very  weak  indeed.  I 
think  the  inward  consolations  I  experience  are 
the  fruits  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  as  such  I  re- 
joice in  them.  I  feel  inexpressible  gratitude  and 
love  to  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  for 
these  inestimable  blessings.  O  may  the  sense  of 
these  mercies  remain  indelibly  impressed  upon 
my  heart !  And  may  I  shew  it  by  a  life  of  obe- 
dience to  the  will  of  God.     Nor  are  spiritual 


blessings  the  only  ones  that  are  granted  to  me  ; 
though  one,  and  that  a  most  important  one,  ib 
renaoved  from  me ;  though  my  principal  earthly 
support  is  gone,  I  have  numberless  earthly  btess> 
ings  left,      —     —    —     —     —    —    —    — 

Every  one  of  my  children  contributes  a  share 
towards  my  comfort,  and  no  circumstance  of 
their  conduct  gives  me  such  heart-felt  satisfac- 
tion, as  their  pious  resignation  to  the  Divine  wiil. 
O  may  they  ever  persist,  and  be  upheld  by  hea- 
ven in  every  good  purpose  ! 

June  18.  The  greatest  part  of  last  week  I  was  ' 
very  comfortable  and  cUm,  but  yesterday  my 
uneasiness  returned  with  great  force,  and  conti- 
nued its  power  over  my  mind  all  day,  though  I 
went  twice  to  church.  I  am  grieved  to  recollect 
that  I  was  very  absent  from  the  service;  my 
thoughts  were  erftployed  on  my  dear  deceased 
husband,  even  in  the  house  of  God.  I  was  atten- 
tive, indeed,  to  the  afternoon  sermon,  but  the 
circumstance  which  fixed  my  attention  was  Its 
being  on  the  subject  of  peace-making  *.  I  ap- 
prehend Mr.  P  selected  it  for  my  comfort, 
and  it  was  well  calculated  to  answer  the  end.  It 
did  answer  the  end  while  I  was  hearing  it,  but 

*  Mr.  Trimmei  was  particularly  remarkable  fiir  this  Yiitoe ; 
eroi  the  last  eTeoing  of  bis  life  wai  marked  by  the  perfonnancc 
of  it ;  aa  be  waa  eogaged,  till  be  retired  to  real,  io  writing  let* 
ten  to  compose  sume  difiereiKea  between  psities  who  were  at 
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afterwards  my  thoughts  fell  into  the  same  melaii' 
choly  train.  I  sat  down  in  the  evening  with  all 
my  children  around  me»  all  in  deep  mourning  for 
that  dear  fiither,  who  used  to  see  them  with  un- 
speakable delight,  who  lored  them  with  the 
lidghest  affection.  I  could  not  enjoy  the  sight  of 
them^  because  I  had  not  him  to  partake  of  it.  O 
how  often  have  our  hearts  felt  mutual  exultation 
at  seeing  the  olive  branches  round  about  our  ta- 
ble !  But  I  must  not  give  way  to  sad  reflections. 
If  the  parent  plant  is  cut  down^  it  is,  I  trust,  but 
to  renew  its  verdure ;  it  will  spring  again,  I  hum- 
bly hope,  to  never-ending  life,  to  perpetual  ver- 
dure in  the  paradise  of  Grod ! 

I  do  not  feel  myself  in  so  comfortable  a  state 
of  mind  as  during  the  last  week.  My  spirits  are 
very  low.  Why  art  thou  so  heavy,  O  my  soul, 
and  why  art  fhou  so  disquieted  within  me  ?  O 
put  thy  trust  in  God,  for  he  will  give  thee 
strength ;  he  will  deliver  thee  out  of  all  thy  trou- 
ble. Consider  that  no  evil  has  yet  be£dlen  thee, 
but  what  is  conmion  to  the  human  race;  that 
these  light  afflictions,  which  certainly  are  but  far 
a  moment,  will  contribute,  if  it  be  not  thine  own 
fault,  through  the  merits  of  thy  Redeemer,  to 
procure  thee  an  exceeding  great  reward — no  Um 
than  an  eternity  of  happiness.  Cea^se  then,  ff^i^^ 
O  my  soul,  thy  passionate  complaining,  thy  ujbe- 
less  lamentations,  and  submit  with  patient  reft^- 
nation  to  the  dispenations  of  God.    O  mercif  ol 
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Lord,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  to  do  so.  The  spi- 
rit, I  liope,  is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak. 
Blessed  Jesus,  compassionate  Saviour,  to  thee 
1  fiy.  O  Lord,  hear  me;  cast  me  not  off; 
hearken  to  my  humble  petition.  O  come  to 
my  aid,  and  with  great  might  succour  me.  Save 
me  from  my  spiritual  enemies.  Send  thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  strengthen  and  sustain  roe.  O  Lord, 
hear  me,  and  let  my  cry  come  unto  thee.  Send 
me  help  from  thy  holy  place,  and  evermore 
mightily  defend  me.  I  have  sinned,  O  Lord,  1 
have  sinned.  I  have  offended  ag^ainst  tny  hea-  . 
venly  Father.  May  thy  all-powerful  intercession 
reconcile  me  to  my  offended  God.  O  Lord,  when 
i  do  my  best,  I  must  depend  for  salvation  on  thy  ' 
merits,  on  thy  atoning  sacrifice.  Oceans  of  tears  ( 
would  not  wash  away  my  slightest  offence.  I  ' 
can  perform  no  real  service  to  deser\'e  reward. 
On  thee  I  rely.  I  resolve  to  strive  to  bear  my 
affliction  better  than  I  have  done  these  two  last 
days ;  but  what  are  my  resolves  without  divine 
aid?  Alas!  nothing;  a  vapour  which  vanisheth 
like  smoke.  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  what  my 
bodily  and  mental  infirmities  are  at  the  present 
moment.  I  would  not  deceive  myself,  but  surely 
I  may  plead  them  as  some  extenuation.  I  will 
not  plead  any  thing.  I  cast  myself  on  the  mercy 
of  God,  confessing  myself  an  unprofitable  sinner, 
and  imploring  pardon  and  pity  for  the  sake  of 
Jesus  Christ  alone ;  that  divine  Saviour,  whom  I 
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wish  to  honour  with  aD  die  powers  of  my  soul, 
and  to  ibUow  in  the  ways  of  holy  living  to  die  end 
of  my  life.  O  blessed  Saviour,  comfort  the  soul 
of  thy  servant  Help  me  to  do  die  will  of  my 
FMher,  which  is  in  heaven. 

June  21.  The  help  I  sought  was  gracioosly 
granted  me.  Whoever  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and 
was  disappointed,  when  he  prayed  in  conformity 
to  the  Divine  will  ?  When  did  the  Almighty  fail 
to  fulfil  his  gracious  promises  ?  O  my  soul,  make 
thy  humble  acknowledgments  for  his  goodness  to 
thee.  Bear  thy  willing,  thy  joyful,  thy  thankful 
testimony,  that  God  is  true  and  faidiful.  To  such 
a  degree  have  I  enjoyed  peace  and  tranquillity 
die  last  two  days  and  nights,  that  I  have  at  times 
been  tempted  to  impute  them  to  want  of  feeling ; 
but  I  hope  and  trust  I  am  not  presumptuous  in 
attributing  them  to  the  power '  and  goodness  of 
€rod.  Whenever  I  give  way  to  thinking  of  my 
dear  husband,  without  first  imploring  the  support 
of  the  Almighty,  I  find  my  mind  exquisitely  sus- 
ceptible of  painful  emotions.  Whenever  I  find 
myself  in  an  agitation  of  spirits,  ready  to  repine 
at  my  loss,  if  I  pray  for  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, a  sweet  serenity  takes  possession  of  my  soul, 
and  every  grief  subsides.  When  I  think  of  my 
unworthiness,  I  am  astonished  at  these  happy 
fruits  of  earnest  supplication ;  but  when  I  think 
of  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  my  wonder  ceases. 
Yet  let  me  remember  that  not  for  any  merit  of 
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my  own  are  these  divine  aids  afforded  me :  tbey 
ai«  the  gift  of  God  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  To 
him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

Jane  23.  I  have  experienced  much  peace  and 
serenity  since  last  I  recorded  the  mercies  of  my  ! 
God ;  and  I  trust  I  am  fully  resigned  to  his  dis-  , 
pensations  in  the  affliction  he  has  seen  fit  to  bring  . 
upon  me,  as  far  as  my  own  interest  is  concerned ;   , 
but  when  I  think  how  sudden  the  summons  was  [ 
to  my  dear  husband,  I  have  a  multitude  of  painful  ' 
thoughts  on  his  account.  1  cannot  help  thinking,  i 
tliat  had  a  longer  time   been  granted  'him,  he 
might  have  prepared  himself  better  for  his  eter*  I 
nal  state,  than  in  the  multiplicity  of  business  he 
had  the  opportunity  of  doing.    That  /  am  the 
better  as  yet  for  the  affliction  which  has  fallen 
upon  me,  I  am  fully  sensible.    It  has  certainly 
drawn  rae  nearer  to  my  God  and  Saviour ;  it  has 
elevated  my  thoughts  above  sublunary  things, 
and  fixed  them  upon  the  world  to  come ;  but  I 
cannot  help  wishing  that  the  dear  partner  of  all 
my  joys  and  sorrows  had  had  more  time  allowed 
him  on  earth.    Yet  why  should  I  wish  so  ?   Will 
not  the  Judge  of  all  the  universe  do  right  by  all 
his  creatures  ?      —     —     —     —    —    —    — 


O  let  me  think,  that  my  dear  husband  was 
taken  away  to  save  him  (rom  pain  and  sorrow, 
and  give  him  the  reward  of  righteousness ;  and  to 
spare  me,  and  my  dear  family,  the  affliction  of 
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seeing  him  endme  tonnentiiig  pains,  wbich  we 
could  not  relieve.     Smely  a  life  of  Tiitnes  like 
his  most  have  been  acceptable.    He  aUiorred  all 
manner  of  wickedness ;  he  was  true  and  jnst  in 
all  his  dealings ;  he  loved  his  neigfaboor  as  him- 
self; he  practised  univetsal  benevolence ;  he  was 
a  firiend  to  the  fatherless  and  widow ;  he  turned 
not  his  ear  from  the  poor  and  destitute  ;  he  was 
a  peace-maker ;  he  was  merciful ;  he  forgave  his 
greatest  enemies,  and  returned  good  for  evil ;  he 
feared  and  worshipped  God;  he  believed  in  our 
Lord  Je^os  Christ;  he  kept  himself  unspotted 
from  the  world ;  he  was  chaste  and  sober  to  a 
remarkable  degree.     Surely  then  he  must  have 
feund  acceptance;  and  were  I  to  think  other* 
vrisCt  I  should  dishonour  the  Redeemer  by  nr>t 
depending  sufficiently  on  lus  merits  and  aD-paw- 
erfol  intercession.    Dear  and  adorable  Savkiur, 
O  pardon  thy  servant  in  this  thing.     Pardon  the 
widow  of  a  most  affectionate  husband,  a  fimh 
arising  from  tender  regard  for  the  hzpfmesa  of  a 
soul,  so  tenderly  attached  to  her.     O  Lord,  I  do 
not  grieve,  I  think  I  do  not,  iormv  ovn  loss ;  the 
suddenness  of  the  stroke  was,  I  am  cfAtrix^^i, 
a  mercy  to  me.    I  should  have  suSf^rtd  mor^  \aA 
I  seen  my  dear  husband  linger  izk  y^hdul  ago- 
nies  ;  a  tender  parting,  such  a.^  oiir  i  wodd  fc^re 
been,  had  he  been  seaanble  of  affproe&dune  death, 
would  have  made  imprfjnoc^^  Derer  to  b^  er^Ai- 
cated.    Since  all  was  merciiuJ  Uj  hk,  ought  I  not 
to  think  it  so  to  him  f  O  gnckm  God,  p«don  my 


weakness,  and  strengthen  my  mind.  When  !  haves 
prayed  thee  to  give  me  inward  consolation,  it  ha» 
hitherto  been  granted  :  continue  it  to  me,  I  most 
humbly  beseech  thee.  I  will  endeavour  to  pre- 
pare myself  for  my  Lord's  coming,  that  1  may 
raeet  him  with  joy.  O  that  I  may  find  my  dear 
husband  and  departed  children  among  the  num- 
ber of  the  blessed  ! 

I  will  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  do  good,  verily 
believing  that  he  will  order  all  events  for  the 
good  of  me  and  mine.    Who  can  harm  us,  if  we 
be  followers  of  that  which  is  good  ?    I  will  de- 
light in  the  Lord,  and  he  will  give  me  my  hearth 
desire.    It  shall  be  ray  endeavour  to  bring  all  my 
desires  into  obedience  to  his  most  holy  will.     I  1 
will  commit  my  ways  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  ^ 
bring  to  pass  that  which  is  best  for  me.     I  wil!  ' 
rest  in  the  Lord,  and  wait  patiently  for  him. 

If  I  follow  the  steps  of  good  men,  the  Lord 
will  order  my  goings ;  he  will  be  pleased  with  my 
ways ;  though  1  fall,  I  shall  not  utterly  be  caat 
down,  for  the  Lord  will  uphold  me  with  his  hand. 
I  trust  he  will  not  forsake  the  seed  of  my  dear 
husband,  who  was  ever  merciful,  and  ready  to 
give  and  lend.  I  trust  my  dear  husband,  myself, 
and  children,  are  among  the  redeemed  and  sanc- 
tified, the  members  of  Christ,  the  children  of 
God,  whom  he  will  never  forsake,  but  will  preseire 
for  evermore.     As  for  me,  the  law  of  my  God  I 
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will  engraft  on  my  heart,  then  my  footsteps  will 
not  slide.   —    —    —    —    —    —    —   I  wifl 

wait  on  the  Lord,  and  keep  his  ways ;  the  Lord 
is  my  salvation;  he  is  my  strength  in  time  of 
trouble ;  he  will  help  and  deliver  me  and  mine, 
because  we  trust  in  him.    —     —     —    —    — . 

June  24.  The  tranquillity  which  I  so  earnestly 
solicited  yesterday  has  been  most  graciously  af- 
forded me.  As  I  walked  in  the  garden  after- 
wards, I  imagined  to  myself  how  it  would  be 
with  my  dear  husband  at  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead ;  what  testimony  would  be  borne  to  his  con- 
duct upon  earth,  should  the  heavenly  Judge  call 
those  to  witness  with  whom  he  had  transactions 
in  this  state  of  probation.  Should  his  parents  be 
called  upon,  they  would  doubtle^  say  he  had 
been  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  son ;  his  brother 
and  ^ters  could  speak  of  his  affection  towards 
them ;  and  what  would  be  mv  testimonv  as  a 
wife;  such  as  would  proclaim  him  the  best  of 
husbands.  Twelve  beloved  children  would  stand 
forth  to  acknowledge  his  constant  atteotion  to 
parental  duties ;  his  servants  and  workmen  would 
bear  witness  to  him  as  a  just,  indulgent,  attd 
compassionate  master;  the  poor  would  appear 
in  a  great  number,  to  testify  that  he  bad  fed  the 
hungry,  clothed  the  naked,  taken  in  the  stranger, 
visited  the  sick,  compasrionated  the  prisoner :  as 
a  member  of  society,  he  discharged  every  public 
and  private  office  with  diligence  ziA  attezoion, 
to  the  interests  of  eadi  respective  individoal ;  be 
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was  a  very  loyal  subject ;  he  honoured  the  clergy; 
he  set  a  striking  example  of  decency,  sobriety, 
and  temperance;    he  was  a  zealous  and  faithful 
friend  to  many ;   he  had  a  zeal  for  the  advance-  l 
ment  of  true    religion ;    he  never   countenanced  i 
those  who  derided  it — If  such  was  bis  conduct,  j 
and  such  1  am  persuaded  it  was,  not  with  a  view  | 
to  gain  the  applause  and  esteem  of  men,  but  from  | 
a  wish  to  discharge  his  duty  as  a  Christian,  have   , 
I  not  reason  to  hope  and  believe,  that  he  will  be 
among  the  number  of  those  to  whom  our  blessed 
Lord,  when  he  comes  to  judge  the  world,  will  ' 
say — "  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit 
the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  world."     Sins  of  infirmity,    to  whicb  ; 
all  mankind  are  unhappily  subject,  be  committed 
without  doubt.   He  could  not  be  perfect,  so  as  to   i 
stand  in  no  need  of  a  Redeemer  ;  he  wanted  the 
atonement  and  the  intercession  of  a  Mediator; 
and  these,  I  trust,  he  has  found.     The  blessed, 
the  all-merciful  Jesus,  would  not  reject  one  who 
wrought  so  many  of  the  works  which  he  promised 
to  reward.    Let  me  then  henceforth  contemplate 
my  dear  departed  husband  as  a  happy  spirit,  re- 
leased from  a  state  of  trouble  and  anxiety,  and 
rejoicing  among  the  redeemed  of'  the  Lord ;  and 
let  my  care  be  directed  to  the  security  of  my 
own  salvation,  and  promoting  that  of  others  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power. 

I  hope  and  trust  I  shall  not  be  under  the  neces- 
sity of  leaving  my  present  habitation.    Every 
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place  ought  to  be  the  same  to  me  in  respect  to 
myself.  This  earth  is  not  my  alnding  place.  I 
sed^  one  in  the  heavenly  mansions ;  but  I  wish 
to  contribute,  as  long  as  my  life  and  &cnlties  last, 
to  the  instraction  of  the  poor  duldm  of  this 
town.  I  wish  to  promote  tke  woiship  of  God 
among  the  poor  inhabitants.  I  wish  to  d^peoe 
such  bounties  as  sue  entrasted  to  me  in  this 
neighbooriiood.  Here  I  have  pissed  my  kippkat 
days ;  here  I  have  lived  twenty-niDc  years  wkk 
a  kind  husband ;  here  IharefanQcdsi  cp  acsdiy 
of  good  children ;  here  I  hare  bees  bksaed  wish 
prosperity;  here  I  have  femd  mack  lespeet  vtd 
kmdness  from  many  people;  here  I  hax^  had 
good  religious  instractkm :  in  Aen,  I  ksi»  ud 
so  many  blessings  here,  that  I  aa  ararnifii  n  oe 
spot,  and  I  humbly  tnsst  thai  u^  Alsaocr  wJL 
maintsdn  my  lot,  and  Aai  he  wH  zcK  ndBe;  nnr 
foot  to  be  moved. 

June  30.  In  the  caarst  of  tirr  ^r^scs  v^esc  I 
have  been  variously  afiected:  nxwjdi^aa^txur 
my  former  resolutioiK,  I  ^art  hrjBa0:2misk  z0^asL 
very  despondmg ;  at  oder  thiei  I  zs^^  ea:  r,7*st 
much  peace  and  serenity:  ax  aLi*  iiivmsic  i  »5i 
great  dejection  of  qnixs.  I  i«£  =r^,  veinuitj 
the  loss  of  my  dear  oompaEKoi ;  tid  x  I  jutr*  anc 
absolutely  repined,  I  hare  fa«i  \l  ii^  jiaat  ^* 
doing  so.  O  it  is  a  moai  sad  ^'j»  '  I  :auw  I  t:ttL 
never  cease  to  de^ore  k;  aad  !«  Lvv  mu-ja 
worse  it  would  hare  been,  if  k  kK  ia^n^ai^  ^ac^ 
lier  m  life,  when  I  had  a  yi 
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SoDie  of  my  dear  children  are,  I  trust,  safe  on  the 
hearenty  shores  ;  the  waves  and  tempests  of  thiq 
troublesome  world  can  never  reach  them  :  those 
that  are  left  behind,  I  humbly  trust,  are  fortified 
to  encounter  the  difficulties  of  humanity;  they 
have,  it  is  true,  lost  the  best  of  their  earthly  pa- 
rents, but  lliey  have  a  heavenly  Father,  who  wiU 
ever  protect  and  succour  them  by  his  Almighty 
power,  while  they  continue  in  the  paths  of  duty. 
July  16.  It  is  so  long  since  I  could  Hud  leisure 
to  write  my  Journal,  that  I  am  sure  I  cannot  re- 
collect  much  of  what  I  wish  to  record.  In  re- 
spect to  my  affliction  for  the  loss  of  my  dear  hus- 
band, I  think  it  upon  the  whole  abated ;  but 
sometimes  it  Tcturns  upon  my  mind  with  full  ! 
force.  Last  Sunday,  in  the  evening,  I  was  parti- 
culariy  agitated.  I  felt  the  want  of  his  judgment 
in  a  momentous  concern.  —  —  —  —  — 
I  have  sent  my  Charity  School  Spelling-book 
to  the  Mary-le-bone  school.  How  happy  will  it 
make  me,  can  I  but  bring  about  or  contribute  to 
the  amendment  of  the  mode  of  education  in  cha- 
rity-schools !  I  will  use  my  best  endeavours,  and 
then  without  anxiety  leave  the  event  to  God.  1 
cannot  help  wishing  to  live  to  finish  the  plans  I 
have  in  hand  for  the  instruction  of  the  young  and 
ignorant.  But  who  is  it  that  does  not  find  some 
pretence  for  desiring  life  to  be  prolonged  ?  Ab 
for  the  world  itself,  I  can  truly  say,  I  have  do 
pleasure  in  it  but  what  arises  from  that  delight 
and  admuati<Hi  which  I  feel  in  viewing  the  work* 
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of  Ood,  convening  with  my  fmWf  ood  friends^ 
and  in  doing  t)ie  little  good  in  niy  power*  The 
pleasure  of  contemplating  the  beauties  and  woih 
den  of  the  creation,  will  doubtless  be  increased 
in  a  future  state*  In  beaTen  I  hope  to  enjoy  the 
society  not  only  of  my  dear  husband  and  dul^ 
dren,  who  are  gone  before  me,  and  at  length 
of  those  whom  I  may  leave  behind,  but  of  angels 
also,  and  to  be  admitted  to  the  presence  of  my 
Ood  and  Saviour.  In  our  best  enjoyments  here» 
even  in  the  practice  of  piety  and  charity,  there  is 
BOW  much  difficulty  and  vexation.  Our  own 
iiearts  are  so  beset  with  infirmities,  that  our  very 
prayere  and  praises  are  very  imperfect,  and  bene* 
Tolence  meets  with  so  many  checks  from  the  in* 
gratitude  of  some,  and  the  blindness  of  others  to 
their  best  interests,  that  its  pleasures  are  greatly 
abated.  As  for  the  things  which  in  the  world 
go  under  the  denomination  of  pleasures,  I  can 
truly  say  they  have  no  charms  for  me ;  they  have 
long  been  indifferent,  but  since  I  lost  my  dear 
constant  faithful  companion,  I  feel  an  aversion 
to  them. 

In  the  present  world  the  dearest  of  all  objects 
are  my  beloved  children,  and  them  I  shall  conti* 
Hue  to  love  as  long  as  I  live ;  nay,  I  think  as 
long  as  I  have  any  being ;  for  my  affection  for 
tJbem  seems  to  be  a  part  of  my  nature.  My  soul 
would  not  foe  itself,  I  think  without  it ;  yet  I  trusty 
I  can  leave  them  behind  me  without  repining  if 
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it  should  be  the  will  of  the  Almighty  to  summon 
me  away.  1  trust,  I  can  submit  to  part  with  them 
if  it  should  be  his  will  to  take  them  from  me.  Of 
this  I  am  confident  that  God  will  order  all  things 
for  the  best ;  should  I  die  shortly,  as  I  sometimes 
think  I  shall,  I  have  the  happiness  to  know  I  j 
leave  a  family  of  Christians  behind  me  ;  they  will, 
I  doubt  not,  continue  stedfast  in  the  practice  of 
piety ;  and  who  can  harm  them,  if  they  be  fol- 
lowers of  that  which  is  good !  Should  any  of 
them  be  snatched  away,  I  trust  it  would  only  be 
to  place  them  in  a  happier  state.  Three  times 
have  I  been  graciously  supported  under  the  af- 
fliction of  losing  a  child  ;  and  the  same  Almighty 
power  would  again  sustain  me :  can  I  fear  any 
evil  when  I  am  thus  enabled  to  bear  the  loss  of  a  I 
most  kind  and  valuable  husband  ? 

I  find  my  constitution  very  weak,  however  I 
am  not  anxious  concerning  the  event ;  only  whe- 
ther I  live  or  die.  may  I  continue  under  the  fa- 
vour of  the  Lord ;  and  that,  his  grace  assisting 
me,  shall  be  my  earnest  endeavour. 

Merciful  and  everlasting  God,  I  most  humbly 
beseech  thee  to  keep  me  and  mine  this  day,  and 
to  the  end  of  our  lives,  under  the  protection  of 
thy  good  Providence,  and  the  guidance  of  thy 
Holy  Spirit.  Lord  Jesus,  vouchsafe  to  be  with 
me  and  mine ;  leave  us  not  to  ourselves.  O  Lord, 
I  bow  and  feel  my  own  weakness  more  and 
more  every  day  of  my  life.    I  desire  to  cleanse 
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my  heart  of  all  its  corrupt  affections,  and  to  fix  it 
steadily  upon  heavenly  things ;  in  heaven  are  my 
best  treasures. 

Praises  a  thousand  times  repeated  would  not 
be  sufficient  for  the  mercies  of  the  last  few  days* 

0  Lord,  thou  seest  my  infirmity ;  I  can  no  longer 
continue  at  this  time  my  prayers  and  medita- 
tions ;  weariness  overcomes  my  spirits ;  O  may 
thy  all-powerful  intercession  plead  in  my  behalf; 
may  thine  infinite  merits  supply  my  deficiencies ; 

1  will  go  forth  in  thy  strength,  and  do  my  duty  if 
thou  wilt  vouchsafe  me  aid ;  without  that  I  can 
do  nothing.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  guide  me 
by  thy  Spirit  in  my  household,  in  my  transactions 
of  business  and  charity,  in  my  temporal  and  spi- 
ritual concerns.  Lord  Jesus,  hear  me,  turn  not 
away  thine  ear  firom  my  humble  petitions ;  help 
thine  handmaid,  thy  devoted  servant,  thy  willing 
disciple.    Amen!  Amen! 

July  28.  It  is  a  long  while  since  I  have  taken 
account  of  my  time,  and  of  the  mercies  bestowed 
upon  me ;  I  am  subject  to  many  interruptions, 
and  have  much  to  occupy  me.  I  now  sit  down  to 
indulge  a  few  tender  thoughts  of  my  dear  de- 
parted husband.  O  how  powerfully  does  the  re- 
collection of  his  kindness  present  itself  to  me ! 
how  sensibly  do  I  feel  the  value  of  the  treasure  I 
lost  in  him !  I  hope  I  may  without  offence  to 
Heaven  pay  the  poor  tribute  of  a  few  sighs  and 
tears  to  the  memory  of  one  who  patiently  indured 
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iiintimerable  cares,  anxiouis  solicitudes,  and  ra- 
rious  fatigues  for  me  ! 

For  my  dear  husband  I  can  do  lio  more ;  my 
utmost  tenderness  can  now  avail  him  nothing. 
But  he  has  left  behind  him  those  dear  pledges  of 
his  love,  who  were  ever  dearer  to  him  than  himself, 
to  them  let  me  suppose  my  debt  transferred ;  let 
me  pay  to  them  what  I  am  conscious  I  owe  to 
their  dear  father ;  let  me,  if  possible,  redouble 
my  kindness  to  them. 

O  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  my  heart  at  this  in* 
stant  is  fully  sensible  of  thy  great  goodness  in  al- 
lotting me  such  a  husband  as  I  had.  Praised  and 
adored  be  thy  great  name,  O  Lord,  for  the  long 
enjoyment  of  this  blessing.  O  Lord,  to  the  end 
of  my  life,  I  wish  to  be  sensible  of  it,  and  as  thou 
hast  seen  fit  to  deprive  me  of  my  dear  compar 
nion,  I  wish  to  be  resigned  to  thy  will. 

Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  guide  and  direct  me  in 
the  management  of  the  schools ;  suggest  to  me, 
I  beg, what  I  ought  to  do  in  my  difficult  situation, 
and  keep  me  back  from  those  measures  whereby 
I  may  injure  them.  O  incline  my  heart  in  this 
matter  to  act  from  the  best  motives ;  let  no  re- 
sentful thought  influence  me ;  I  earnestly  desire 
to  do  what  is  right,  and  am  content  to  sustain  the 
loss  that  threatens  me,  if  thou  seest  fit  it  should 
be  so.  No  difficulties  within  the  compass  of  my 
abilities  shall  dishearten  me. 
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O  Lord,  thou  hast  put  a  great  honour  upon  me 
in  suffering  me  to  be  an  inatrument  to  a  good 
work,  which  is  now  carried  on,  and  which  pro- 
mises benefit  to  thousands:  O  may  I  be  able  to 
execute  the  task  I  have  undertaken,  so  as  to  pro- 
mote the  honour  and  glory  of  my  Saviour  and 
Redeemer  upon  earth.  O  Lord,  spare  me  a  little 
that  I  may  recover  my  strength  before  I  go  hence, 
and  be  no  more  seen !  O  take  me  not  away  in 
the  midst  of  my  age ;  forsake  me  not  when  my 
strength  faileth  me,  until  I  have  shewed  thy 
power  unto  this  generation,  and  thy  goodness  to 
that  which  is  yet  for  to  come  ! 

Merciful  and  gracious  Father,  vouchsafe  to 
bkfts  my  liumble  eodeavouri  to  keep  up  this  in- 
atitution,  wtuch  we  have  laboured  to  establish ! 
mcBied  and  adorable  SaviouT,  vouchsafe  to  asust 
me  in  keeping  together  this  little  flock,  which  H 
M  my  deliglit  Amt  thjr  sake  as  well  as  their's  to 
feed  with  spiritual  ibod ;  to  train  in  the  way  of 
truth  and  righteousness.  I  earnestly  desire  to 
act  with  propriety,  to  consider  the  welfare  of  the 
diildren  only.  O  Lord,  set  a  watch  before  my 
lips,  and  keep  the  door  of  my  mouth ;  hold  up  my 
goings  in  thy  paths  that  my  footsteps  slip  not. 

O  X<ord,  how  manifold  are  thy  mercies  to  me 
thy  unworthy  servant !  How  numberless  are  the 
blessings  which  at  this  time  I  possess.  With  a 
thankful  heart  I  desire  to  offer  thee  my  praises 
fiw  thine  abundant,  thine  unmerited  goodness. 
jGracious  Father,  how  wonderfully  hast  thou  sup- 


ported  me  and  my  dear  cliildren  under  one  of  the    | 
Attest  afflictions,  that  could  possibly  befal  usl 
W^at  peace  dost  thou  accord  to  us  in  this  time  o( 
affliction!    Lord,  from  whence,    but  from   thy   I 
merty  could  we  derive  consolation  for  the  loss  of 
a  husband  so  kind ;  a  parent  so  tender  ?     Most  ! 
truly  hast  thou  proved  thyself  to  us,  the  husband 
f  the  widow,  the  father  of  the  fatherless.     O 
we  by  our  lives  and  actions  prove  ourselves 
sensible  of  these  thy  favours.     O  Lord,  assisted   , 
as  I  hope  to  be  by  thy  Spirit,   I  \vili  endeavour  j 
henceforth  to  lead  a  life  of  holiness ;    I  willingly 
devote  myself  to  thy  service ;  I  desire  above  all 
things  to  be  instrumental  in  propagating  the  reli- 
gion of  my  blessed  and  beloved  Redeemer  ;  and 
in  asserting  his  honour,  in  this  adulterous  and 
sinful  generation.    Lord  Jesus,  when  I  hear  thy  i 
divinity  disputed,  I  feel  more  displeasure  than  I 
should  do  from  the  greatest  reproaches  that  could 
be  cast  upon  me  ;  I  think  I  do,  but  I  am  not  pat 
to  the  trial.    Yet  thou  knowest  the  sentiments  of 
my  heart,  and  I  trust  in  these  matters  they  are 
acceptable  to  thee.    O  Lord,  I  am  truly  sensible 
of  my  own  unworthiness,  and  of  the  dignity  of  thy 
character ;  on  thine  infinite  merits  alone  I  depend 
for  salvation,,  and  through  those  merits  I  trust 
my  dear  departed  husband  has  found  acceptance 
with  the  Father  of  mercies. 

O  Lord,  I  cannot  at  this  time  meditate  or  pray 
as  I  wish  to  do ;  my  mind  is  filled  with  thougfate 
on  various  subjects.    I  cannot  fix  it  to  the  point 


249 

I  wish,  I  must  borrow  the  words  of  holy 
to  express  my  praises ;  I  extol  thee,  O  God,  my 
heaveiily  Father,  my  Redeemer,  my  Sanctifier ;  I 
will  bless  thy  name  for  ever  and  ever.  O  Lord, 
thou  upholdest  all  that  fSsdl*  thou  hast  vouchsafed 
to  uphold  me,  thine  unworthy  servant ;  thou  hast 
raised  me  up  when  sorrow  bowed  down  my  soul 
to  the  very  dust  The  eyes  of  all  wait  upon  thee, 
O  Lord,  and  thou  givest  them  their  meat  in  due 
season ;  on  thee  we  all  depend  for  every  thing  we 
possess,  even  for  life  itself.  Thou  openest  thine 
hand,  and  satisfiest  the  wants  of  every  creature. 
O  Lord,  thou  art  righteous  in  all  thy  ways,  and 
holy  in  all  thy  works.  Thou  art  nigh  unto  all 
them  that  call  upon  thee.  O  Lord,  I  have  called 
upon  thee  in  the  time  of  trouble ;  and  thou  hast 
graciously  fulfilled  the  desire  of  my  heart :  thou 
hast  heard  my  cry ;  and  hast  saved  me  from  the 
bitterness  of  sorrow.  Continue,  I  beseech  thee, 
to  preserve  me;  for  I  love  thee,  O  Lord,  my 
God.  My  mouth  shall  speak  the  praise  of  the 
Lord ;  and  let  all  flesh  bless  his  holy  name  for 
ever  and  ever ! 

Aug.  19.  On  Sunday  last  I  received  the  Sa- 
crament of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  always  re- 
freshes and  invigorates  my  mind.  I  have,  during 
the  whole  week,  been  greatly  occupied  with  the 
Schools,  and  my  thoughts  have  been  very  much  em- 
ployed upon  the  approaching  marriage  of  my  dear 
daughter.  This  event,  which  took  place  yesterday 
morning,  was  earnestly  desired  by  my  dear  de- 
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parted  husband:  he  looked  forward  to  it  with 
particular  delight  Ah  little  did  he  or  I  tliiok  that 
bis  days  would  come  to  a  [>exiod  before  it  was 
accomplished  I    In  coucluding  this  business,  I 
felt  the  loss  of  my  companioD,  my  guide,  the  head 
of  the  fcunily,  who  luicw  so  well  bow  to  direct  all 
its  motions.     1  have  suffered  agonies  of  mind  in-  , 
expressible  on  this  trying  occasion.    I  hope  and 
trust  the  Almighty  has   not   been  offended    by 
them.  I  wish  to  rejoice  in  his  goodness,  but  how 
can  I  rejoice  without  my  dear  husband?    I  feel 
inclined  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  all  that  bears  the  . 
name  of  earthly  joys;  but  I  will  rejoice  in  the  I 
Lord,  and  be  thankful. 

O  merciful  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  send  thy  hea-  I 
venly  benediction  on  my  dear  child  and  her  hus- 
band. May  the  state  of  wedlock  prove  a  state  of 
felicity  to  them.  May  they  live  together  many 
years,  serving  thee ;  and,  if  it  be  thy  good  plea- 
sure, raising  a  family  to  serve  thee  here,  and  en- 
joy heaven  hereafter.  O  Lord,  the  first  desires 
of  ray  heart  are  to  serve  thee  faithfully  myself, 
and  to  see  my  family  do  the  same.  In  the  weak- 
ness and  infirmity  of  my  nature,  I  grieve  for  lost 
blessings.  It  appears  to  me  like  a  duty  to  grieve 
for  the  loss  of  a  most  kind  and  tender  husband. 
O  merciful  God,  if  I  offend  thee  by  so  doing-, 
vouchsafe  to  pardon  me,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 
O  divine  Saviour,  have  compassion  upon  me. 
Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.  I  trust  and 
hope  that  divine  love  prevails  over  every  earthly 
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affection.  I  thick  I  would  forsake  all  and  give 
up  all,  rather  than  be  teperated  from  thee,  my 
blessed,  my  adored,  my  beloved  Saviour. 

O  Lord,  raise  my  mind  to  heavenly  th 
let  it  not  dwell  on  the  trifles  of  this  vaii 
I  think  my  heart  is  weaned  from  its  deli 
nities ;  the  beauties  of  creation  I  view  witft 
creased  admiration.   I  feel  a  delight  in  examining 
the  works  of  nature  ;  the  pomps  of  life  hare  no 
charms  with  me  in  comparison  with  thee.    O 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me ;  unite  me  to  thyself? 
may  I  be  a  branch  of  thee :  may  I  bear  the  fruito 
c£  true  faith  and  good  works.  Forsake  me  not, 

0  divine  Saviour. 

Aug.  B6.  I  have  bad  a  very  comfortable  wedc, 
m  Temiuibn  of  grief,  a  cheer^lness  which  I  did 
nbt  think  possible  for  me  to  feel  bo  soon  after  my 
most  afflicting  km.  My  time  has  been  filled  up— 

1  hope,  upcm  the  whole,  usefully  filled  up. 

This  day  twelvemonth  I  was  weeping  over  a 
dying  child.  I  was  suffering  one  of  the  greatest 
sorrows  that  humanity  is  subject  to.  O  may  I 
never  more  experience  such  bitterness  of  heart ! 
Yet  Ood's  will,  not  mine,  be  done !  He  sustained 
my  mind  at  that  time  with  holy  consolations.  He 
ktt  supported  me  under  a  still  greater  calamity. 
I  survire  and  am  tranquil  under  the  loss  of  one 
of  the  best  of  husbands !  Let  me  not  then  fear 
ttiy  evil  that  may  hereafter  b^d  me.    O  Lord, 
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in  gratitude  to  thee  for  the  blessing  of  good  chil- 
dren, I  will  labour  to  instruct  the  children  of  the 
poor.  May  thy  grace  attend  my  endeavours,  and 
give  efficacy  to  them. 

Aug.  28.  Six  in  the  morning.  This  is  the  first 
anniversary  of  that  day  on  which  my  dear  son 
John  was  taken  from  this  world.  At  this  hour  of 
of  the  28th  of  August  last  year,  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect,  I  was  told  by  my  friend,  Mrs.  B— , 
that  "  all  was  over''  O  what  a  stroke  was  this 
to  an  affectionate  parent!  Yet  praised  and 
adored  be  the  God  of  all  consolation,  it  was  miti- 
gated by  his  mercy.  I  was  able  to  say  before 
my  child  expired,  and  afterwards,  thy  will,  O 
God,  be  done!  Most  largely  did  he  shed  his 
heavenly  consolations  upon  me.  I  suffered  in- 
expressibly, to  be  sure,  but  my  sufferings  were 
not  those  of  a  poor  mortal  driven  to  the  depths 
of  woe,  immerged  in  the  utmost  bitterness  of 
grief,  for  the  Lord  sustained  me  and  vouchsafed 
me  an  inward  sense  of  his  fatherly  love,  while  un- 
der his  chastening  hand.  I  was  endued  with  pa- 
tience, and  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  be  thanicful  in  the  midst  of  my 
sorrow.  The  being  at  a  distance  from  my  dear 
husband,  and  the  greater  part  of  my  children, 
was  a  distressing  circumstance.  I  dreaded  to 
meet  the  afflicted  father :  the  interview  was  less 
mournful  than  I  expected :  I  found  him  resigned : 
we  mingled  our  tears  together ;  but  they  were  the 
tears  of  resignation.  In  his  dear  bosom,  and  from 


the  expressions  of  his  tenderness  and  love,  I 
found  the  best  consolation  next  to  that  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Then  I  felt  with  renewed  force  con- 
jugal affection  in  my  own  heart.  I  felt  the  ut- 
most tenderness  for  the  dear  partner  of  my  grief. 
Little  did  I  think  he  would  so  soon  be  parted 
from  me* 

My  heart  yearns  after  my  late  dear  companion. 
My  soul  still  claims  alliance  with  his.  We  were 
not  bound  together  by  the  bands  of  sensuality : 
our*s  was  a  pure  and  virtuous  affection ;  an  union 
of  hearts :  and  though  in  heaven  there  is  no  mar- 
Tpy^gf  or  giving  in  marriage,  surely  those  who 
were  so  united  upon  earth,  will  enjoy  a  tender 
intercourse  in  a  future  state,  if  they  endeavour 
to  gain  a  place  in  the  mansions  of  bliss.  I  hope 
and  trust  that'  my  dear  husband,  having  lived  a 
life  of  exemplary  piety  and  virtue,  will  find  ac- 
ceptance through  the  intercession  of  a  divine  Re- 
deemer. I  think  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that 
my  three  dear  children,  who  are  removed  from 
this  world,  will  be  received  by  their  Saviour. 
Those  who  are  now  upon  earth,  I  persuade  my- 
self, are  under  the  gracious  protection  of  the  Al- 
mighty, who,  whether  they  live  or  die,  will  pro- 
vide for  them  among  his  children ;  and,  as  for  my- 
self^  though  through  my  manifold  infirmities,  my 
services  are  very  imperifect,  I  trust  I  have  a  true 
love  for  my  Creator,  Redeemer,  and  Sanctifier. 
An  earnest  desire  to  be  the  instrument  of  his 
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Providence,  in  doing  good  to  my  fellow-creaturefl 
in  every  way  in  my  power,  particularly  in  spread- 
ing the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  of  Salvation 
among  the  young  and  ignorant. 

0  merciful  Father,  thou  hast  seen  fit  to  call  me 
to  endure  great  trials,  I  will  not  call  them  severe 
ones,  for  thou  hast  so  tempered  chastisement 
with  mercy  as  to  make  me  sensible  of  thy  love, 
while  I  felt  thy  power.  Lord,  I  am  sensible  that 
whatever  is  done  by  thee,  is  right  and  good.  I 
humbly  resign  myself  to  all  thy  dispensations ; 
those  which  are  past  and  those  which  are  to  come. 
The  Judge  of  all  the  earth  will  certainly  do  right : 
a  God  of  infinite  goodness  will  not  afflict  his 
creatures,  but  for  their  good.  It  must  be  their 
own  fault,  if  they  are  not  the  better  for  every  evil 
he  suffers  to  befall  them.  Those  to  which  thou 
hast  exposed  me,  have  contributed  to  wean  my 
affections  from  this  vain  world.  Its  joys  I  wiln 
lingly  relinquish.  I  look  for  happiness  in  a  better 
state.  While  I  am  suffered  to  live  here,  give  me 
grace  and  opportunity  to  do  good,  that  I  may 
obtain  the  reward  of  faithful  service !  When  my 
Lord  comes,  may  I  be  found  ready  to  attend  him 
with  my  loins  girded,  and  my  lamp  lighted  :  then 
shall  I  rejoice  to  hear  the  Bridegroom's  roice. 
Amen !  Amen ! 

1  intended  to  devote  this  day  entirely  to  acts  of 
humiliation,  but  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  do 
so  at  this  time.  My  mind  is  very  humble ;  my 
body  is  weak :  I  have  powerful  calls  to  active 
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duties :  the  schools  require  particular  and  vigi- 
lant attention.  I  shall  serve  God  more  acceptably 
by  attending  to  such  things,  than  in  reviving 
those  sorrows  which  he  has  graciously  mode^ 
rated ;  in  opening  those  wounds,  which  his  hand 
has  nearly  closed.  If  I  am  reconciled  to  the  loss 
of  my  dear  son,  why  should  I  call  back  my  grief, 
because  the  anniversary  of  his  death  is  returned. 
Let  me  rather  consider  it  as  his  birth-day  to  a 
better  state  of  existence,  and  rejoice  that  he  is 
delivered  from  a  weak  mortal  body,  and  become 
an  heir  to  immortality  and  endless  felicity.  Lord, 
I  thank  thee  most  heartily  for  having  made  me 
instrumental  to  the  happiness,  which  I  trust  my 
three  dear  children  wUl  enjoy  with  thee  for  ever. 
I  was  their  mother ;  I  was  their  instructor ! 

Sept.  12.  Since  I  last  took  a  retrospect  of  my 
heart  and  actions,  I  have  enjoyed  much  peace 
and  serenity  of  mind,  I  may  even  say  cheerful- 
ness. I  have  been  fully,  and  I  trust,  upon  the 
whole,  usefully  employed.  I  feel  no  desire  to 
mix  farther  in  the  world  than  I  have  occasion  to 
do  in  my  own  family,  or  in  visiting  the  poor,  the 
schools,  and  a  few  very  particular  friends. 

This  day  my  cheerfulness  has  forsaken  me ;  I 
felt  myself  low-spirited  in  the  morning,  and  have 
made  myself  worse  by  opening  a  parcel  composed 
of  letters,  written  by  my  fether,  mother,  brother, 
and  husband.    They  called  to  my  remembrance 
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the  blessings  I  have  lost,  particularly  that  of  a 
most  dear  and  tender  husband,  the  father  of  my 
beloved  children.  Now  the  long  evenings  come 
on,  I  miss  him  sadly ;  I  know  not  how  to  bear 
the  parlour.  When  I  go  into  it,  instead  of  meet- 
ing his  dear  eyes,  which  usually  beamed  tender- 
ness and  love,  I  see  his  vacant  chair.  The  place 
seems  a  solitude,  and  I  a  forlorn  creature.  I  no 
longer  hear  his  cheering  voice  animating  me  to 
pursue  my  labours  by  his  praises  and  commenda- 
tions. I  no  longer  see  him  embracing  his  chil- 
dren. Alas !  what  enjoyments  am  I  deprived  of. 
But,  O  my  heart,  had  I  these  enjoyments  with- 
out alloy — ^Ah,  no !  many  a  care  did  we  share 
together ;  many  an  anxiety  did  I  suffer  for  him : 
I  will  not  torment  myself  with  unavailing  regrets. 
Lord,  to  thy  blessed  Spirit  will  I  humbly  resign 
my  soul.  O  pity  its  weaknesses !  pardon  its  of- 
fences. Grant  me  fresh  supplies  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit :  enable  me  to  bear  with  patience  all  the 
calamities  of  life.  Teach  me  to  rejoice  in  thy 
goodness;  to  be  thankful  for  the  honour  thou 
dost  confer  upon  me,  in  making  me  the  instru- 
ment of  thy  Providence ;  in  giving  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  performing  those  actions,  which  my 
Redeemer  has  promised  to  reward.  O  vouchsafe 
to  accept  my  humble  services,  and  bless  them 
with  success. 

Oct.  11.  I  do  not  recollect  that  I  have  had  lei- 
sure to  sit  down  to  write  my  mental  memorial, 
since  the  last  date  of  it.     On  Sunday  my  time 
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has  been  fully  occupied  from  morning  to  night 
with  attending  the  Schools,  going  twice  to  Church, 
and  instructing  my  servants  in  the  evening.  On 
other  days,  I  have  been  so  employed  with  my 
writings,  and  necessary  avocations,  that  I  have 
scarcely  had  a  leisure  hour.  I  am  not  at  this  in- 
stant conscious  of  having  wasted  any  time:  I 
think  I  have  not ;  but  God  knows ;  and  may  he 
vouchsafe  to  pardon  my  omissions  and  my  forget- 
fulness.  Having  had  so  much  to  do,  I  have  en- 
joyed great  peace  and  tranquillity :  not  that  I 
cease  to  think  of  my  dear  husband,  or  to  grieve 
for  him.  His  dear  image  presents  itself  to  my 
mind  at  every  interval :  as  soon  as  I  quit  my  pen, 
a  train  of  recollections  follow  each  other :  I  feel 
my  loss,  and  I  cannot  but  deplore  it. 

My  health  is,  upon  the  whole,  tolerably  good ; 
but  I  have  rather  fatigued  myself  with  close  ap- 
plication to  my  pen.  I  must  not  write  too  much 
now,  lest  it  should  weary  me,  and  render  me 
unfit  for  the  labours  of  the  ensuing  day,  which, 
if  it  please  God  to  spare  my  life,  and  give  me  the 
ability,  I  purpose  to  pursue  with  ardour.  I  have 
an  important  cause  in  hand.  O  may  the  Almighty 
lend  his  aid !  Gracious  God,  Father  of  all  mercies^ 
God  of  all  consolation,  vouchsafe  to  pardon  my 
manifold  offences,  for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake ! 
Accept  my  humblest  and  most  thankful  acknow- 
ledgments of  thine  abundant  mercies ;  take  me 
and  my  dear  family  under  the  protection  of  thy 
Providence,  and  grant  us  the  aid  of  thy  grace» 


for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  Blessed  Saviour,  may  tby 
powerful  iotercession  prerail  in  my  behalf.  O 
grant  us  thy  peace.    Amen ! 

Oct.  3.  A  perpetual  hurry  of  business  of  ooe 
kind  or  other,  has  occupied  my  time  and  thoughts 
suice  1  wrote  last,  and  1  have  not  been  quite 
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O  I<ord,  I  wish  to  do  right,  but  alas !  through 
the  infirmity  of  my  nature,  I  frequently  fait  into 
sin.  O  that  I  could  do  the  wilt  of  my  Father,  as 
it  is  done  in  heaven.  O  that  I  coutd  I>e  perfect! 
but  alas !  how  far  do  I  fall  short  of  that  degree 
of  perfection  wliich  is  attainable  in  this  state  of 
trial  and  probation.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  Iiare 
compassion  upon  me.  Keep  me  back  from  evil. 
Let  me  follow  the  precepts  of  thy  holy  religion. 
Endue  my  soul  with  patience  and  meekness. 

To-morrow  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord :  to- 
morrow I  shall  approach  thy  holy  table,  adorable 
Saviour.  O  may  I  be  fit  to  appear  there.  It  is 
the  great  joy  of  my  life  to  commemorate  thy 
dying  love :  to  profess  my  allegiance  to  thee,  niy 
Lord  and  my  God.  I  will  not  presume  to  offend 
tiiee,  by  going  with  an  unprepared  mind.  I  will 
strive  to  cast  out  every  thing  that  may  render 
.me  an  unworthy  partaker  of  these  holy  mysteries. 
I  will  put  on  the  wedding  garment  before  1  go  to 
thy  feast. 


/^ 
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'   Not  on  my  own  feeble  endeavours  do  I  reljf 
for  the  fulfilment  of  tliese  good  resolutions :  with* 
out  thy  grace^  I  know  I  can  do  nothing.    O 
vouchsafe  to  grant  it  t6  me^  merciful  Saviour ! 
Oct.  22.     —     ^    —    ^    —    ^    ^    _. 

—  —  —  —  I  most  humbly  and  earnestly 
t>eseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  cleanse  the  thoughts  of 
my  heart  by  the  inspiration  of  thy  Holy  Spirit : 
to  root  out  of  it  every  corrupt  affection  :  every 
seed  that  may  produce  bad  fruit  I     —     —     — 

—  —    —    —    —    Whatever  thou  seest  fit 

to  allot  as  my  portion  of  earthly  goods,  I  will  be 
thankful  for,  and  contented  with : '  according  to 
the  means  thou  seest  fit  to  grant  me,  I  will  en- 
deavour to  do  good.   My  soul  disdains  to  quarrel 
for  the  trifles  of  this  vain  world ;  a  world  that  is 
full  of  sorrow^  and  passeth  away  like  a  shadow. 
O  that  I  could  obtain  peace  and  serenity ;  that  I 
might  contemplate  on  heavenly  joys,  on  eternal 
possessions:   and  what  so  likely  to  direct  my 
thoughts  to  them,  as  the  troubles  I  now  meet 
with.    O  what  a  happiness  there  is  in  the  reflec- 
tion, that  a  few  short  years  at  the  utmost,  I  shall 
change  this  frail,  this  uncertain  existence,  for  an 
eternity  of  bliss ;  that  my  soul,  released  from  this 
earthly  body,  will  soar  to  the  realms  above,  to  the 
regions  of  uninterrupted  felicity.   —    —  —  -^ 
r—    —    —    —    —    —   I  know  and  feel,  thaf 

the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  in  taking  my  dear  hus«- 
band  from  a  troublesome  world,  has  acted  mer<- 
cifully  and  kindly  by  Jiinit    I  will  not  grieve, '  if 

s  2 
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I  can  help  it ;  but  I  have  now  no  kind,  tender 
husband,  to  cheer  my  drooping  spririts ;  to  wipe 
away  the  falling  tear.  Merciful  Father,  look  with 
compassion  upon  me.  O  be  to  me  instead  of  a 
husband.  Support  my  spirits,  and  enable  me  to 
bear  all  the  train  of  afflictions  attendant  on  a 
state  of  widowhood.  Whilst  I  am  conscious  of 
integrity  of  heart,  of  a  sincere  and  ardent  desire 
to  do  thy  holy  will,  I  cannot  fear  that  thou  wilt 
utterly  forsake  me.  O  what  great  troubles  and 
adversities  hast  thou  lately  showed  me,  yet  didst 
thou  turn  and  refresh  me !  Why  then  should  I 
despond.  I  will  not  do  so.  I  will  trust  in  thy 
mercy :  I  will  rely  on  thy  promises  :  I  will  sub- 
mit to  thy  dispensations.  Thou,  O  Lord,  knowest 
what  is  best;  thy  will,  O  God,  not  mine,  be 
done !  Blessed  Jesus,  who  invitest  those  that 
mourn,  to  come  unto  thee,  vouchsafe  to  comfort 
me.  O  hearken  to  my  humble  supplications :  O 
strengthen  me  by  thy  Spirit.  Let  me  take  up 
my  cross  with  a  patient  and  resigned  mind,  and 
follow  thee.  Let  me  look  to  the  joy  that  is  set 
before  me :  let  me  never  lose  sight  of  the  high 
prize  of  my  calling  :  a  crown  of  glory  eternal  in 
the  heavens.  Lord,  I  think  that  my  heart  is  dis- 
posed to  righteousness.  I  think  I  abhor  all  kinds 
of  wickedness ;  but  perhaps  I  deceive  myself.  O 
if  I  do  so,  vouchsafe  to  make  me  see  my  errors, 
help  me  to  correct  them !  O  that  I  could  purify 
myself,  even  as  thou  art  pure !  This  is  impos8i<> 
ble:  I  have  defiled  myself  with  many  sins:  I 
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cannot  wash  out  the  stain  of  one  of  them.  O  wash 
me  in  thy  blood !  sanctify  me  with  thy  Spirit : 
then  shall  I  be  holy  and  acceptable.  Not  for 
myself  only,  O  blessed  and  adorable  Redeemer, 
not  for  myself  only,  do  I  pray,  but  for  all  my 
dear  children :  may  they  ever  continue  to  live 
according  to  the  precepts  of  thy  holy  religion. 

Oct.  28.  Merciful  Father,  I  most  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  pardon  all  my  sins,  for  my  Saviour's 
sake.  Endue  my  mind  with  patience,  resigna- 
tion, and  fortitude.  Blessed  and  adorable  Sa- 
viour, have  pity  upon  me.  O  send  thy  Holy 
Spirit  to  strengthen  and  comfort  me.  I  will  fear 
no  evil,  for  thou,  O  Lord,  wilt  sustain  me.  O 
direct  my  thoughts  to  that  blessed  world,  where 
all  tears  will  be  wiped  from  all  eyes :  where  pain 
and  sorrow  can  find  no  entrance.  There  I  trust 
my  dear  husband  has  found  a  refuge.  Dear  hus- 
band, never,  never  shall  I  forget  thy  tenderness 
and  love.  The  hopes  of  meeting  thee  again,  will 
make  death  more  welcome. 

Nov.  4.  O  merciful  God,  who  hast  seen  fit  to 
take  from  me  a  tender  husband ;  from  my  chil- 
dren, the  kindest  of  earthly  parents,  vouchsafe 
to  supply  the  loss  by  thine  own  mercy  and  good- 
ness. O  heal  my  afflicted  heart :  relieve  my  sor- 
rows. I  know  and  feel,  O  gracious  Lord,  most 
sensibly  do  I  feel  that  I  am  unworthy  of  thy  fa-- 
vour.  I  confess,  with  contrition  of  soul,  that  my 
offences  are  numberless ;  but  O,  good  Lord,- thou 
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knowest  that  I  love  thee ;  I  hope  I  may  say  with 
a  perfect  heart.  I  never  feel  a  consciousness  of 
having  displeased  thee ;  but  I  feel  at  the  same 
time  the  sincerest  sorrow :  at  this  instant  I  feel 
it.  O  have  compassion  upon  me ;  pity  my  weak- 
nesses and  pardon  my  transgressions,  for  my  dear 
Redeemer's  sake.  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  calm 
my  troubled  mind :  teach  me  resignation :  let 
me  not  forget  how  I  and  my  family  have  lately 
been  supported  imder  one  of  the  heaviest  trials.* 
Let  me  not  by  my  own  imprudence  open  a  wound 
which  thou,  by  thy  goodness,  hadst  nearly 
closed.  Lord,  I  humbly  desire  to  yield  my  mind 
to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  O  divine 
Spirit,  cleanse  and  purify  this  sinful  heart.  Make 
it  a  fit  temple  for  thee.  Inspire  me  with  those 
sentiments  which  I  ought  to  entertain.  Strengthen 
me  to  do  my  duty  :  that  is  the  first  desire  of  my 
heart.  I  hope,  at  least,  it  is.  O  gracious  Father, 
never  would  I  willingly  ofiend  thee.  Cast  me  not 
off*:  take  not  thy  holy  Spirit  fix>m  me.  May  thy 
Providence  direct  all  things  for  the  ultimate  good 
of  us,  thy  poor  creatures,  who  cannot  know  what 
is  best  for  us.  Lord,  hear  me,  and  let  my  cry 
come  unto  thee.  Amen !  Amen !  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake. 

Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour,  I  am  this  day: 
going  to  thy  table :  O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  accept 
the  humble  adoration  which  I  there  hope  to  offer. 
O  Lord,  I  love  thee  with  my  whole  heart  The 
words  of  thy  mouth  are  sweets  to  me  than  boaey. 
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and  the  honey-comb.  I  have  more  delight  in  riin-^ 
ning  the  way  of  thy  commandments^  than  in  all 
manner  of  riches.  O  Lord,  enable  me  to  follow 
thy  blessed  example  of  patience  and  resignation^ 
and  of  every  other  Christian  virtue.  Vouchsafe^ 
I  beseech  thee,  to  be  with  me  this  day  and  for 
ever! 

Dec.  9.  My^  indisposition  is  not  yet  gone  off,- 
though,  I  thank  God,  I  am  much  better ;  but  I 
*stfn  not  yet  capable  of  those  exertions,  in  which 
consist  the  greatest  pleasure  and  satisfaction  of 
my  life.  Day  after  day  passes  away  without  any 
employment  by  which  I  can  promote  the  know- 
ledge of  Christianity,  as  I  earnestly  desire  to  do. 
This  is  a  great  mortification  to  me ;  but  I  will 
endeavour  to  submit  to  it  as  becomes  a  child  of 
€k>d,  a  disciple  of  Christ.  I  have  laboured  under 
lb  most  dreadful  depression  of  spirits  in  the  last 
week ;  the  fear  of  sudden  death  assailed  me  in  a 
violent  and  irresistible  manner.  I  cannot  think 
why  I  should  be  in  such  dread  of  that  stroke, 
which  will  release  me  from  a  state  of  anxiety  and 
trouble,  and  bring  me,  as  I  trust,  into  a  better 
state  of  existence.  Nor  do  I  dread  it,  I  think 
on  my  own  account.  Praised  be  the  God  of  all 
mercies !  adored  be  the  Redeemer  of  mankind, 
I  can  look  beyond  the  grave  with  comfort  and 
hope.  But  the  thoughts  of  what  my  dear  chil- 
dren will  suffer  for  their  only  parent,  the  thoughts 
of  tibe  loss  the  poor  will  sustain  of  a  truly  affec- 
tionate and  compassionate  friend,  the  thoughts 
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that  the  school  will  fall  to  nothing,  distress  me 
beyond  measure:  but  why  should  these  reflec- 
tions disquiet  my  mind  to  such  a  degree  ?  God 
has  many  instruments  besides  such  a  poor,  weak 
mortal  as  I  am,  to  employ  in  those  works,  which 
be  approves.  When  my  Master  sees  fit  to  call 
me  away,  let  me  not  murmur.  But  I  have  formed 
an  extensive  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  ris- 
ing generation,  and  I  wish  to  live  to  complete  it 
Surely  this  wish  cannot  be  displeasing  to  the 
Almighty ;  surely  my  divine  Lord  will  not  con- 
demn his  servant  for  a  desire  which  proceeds 
from  zeal  for  his  honour ;  perhaps  my  life  may 
yet  be  spared  ;  at  least  I  will  endeavour  to  divest 
myself  of  these  apprehensions,  which  are  more 
likely  to  accelerate  my  decay,  than  to  avert  it.  I 
will  cast  my  care  upon  God:  I  will  wait  pa* 
tiently  for  the  Lord :  I  will  not  fear  death,  since 
Christ  has  taken  away  his  sting. 

My  mind  has  been  agitated  with  maternal  cares 

also :  my  dear  H is  not  well,  and  he  is  at  a 

distance  from  me ;  but  I  will  exercise  patience 
on  this  account  also.  I  am  this  day  going  to  the 
table  of  the  Lord ;  O  may  I  be  found  an  accept- 
able guest ! 

Dec.  13.  I  have  been  better  in  health  this 
week,  and  my  mental  faculties  stronger ;  but  I 
have  not  been  without  alarming  symptoms.  I 
have  had  at  times  an  odd  sensation  of  numbness 
in  my  hand.  But  I  trust  the  Almighty  will  not 
deprive  me  of  the  use  of  that  member,  which  I 
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to  employ  in  his  service.    My  right  hand  has  ne- 
ver offended  me  ;  I  am  not  required  to  cut  it  off, 
and  cast  it  from  me  ;    for  I  do  not  recollect  that 
it  has  ever  been  the  instrument  of  wii 
and  whilst  I  live,  I  think,  I  shall  desire  i 
it  out  for  the  comfort  and  relief  of  my  fel 
tures.     My  right  hand  is  dear  to  me, 
with  that  I  write  to  promote,  as  far  as  ii._. 
ties  admit,   the  cause    of  true  Christianity.     ^ 
merciful  Lord,  be  graciously  pleased  to  spare  to 
me  the  use  of  it,  to  thee  1  devote  it. 
Dec,  16.     _    —    —    —    —    _    —    _ 

0  merciful  Fatber,  draw  me  to  thyself^  I  most 
humbly  beseech  thee :  since  thou  hast  seen  fit  to 
take  my  dear  husband  from  me,  enable  me  to 
bear  the  loss  vitb  patience.  O  continue  to  su];>- 
port  me,  as  thou  hast  hitherto  done.  O  gracious 
God,  above  all  things  I  desire  to  obtain  thy  fa- 
Tonr.  I  wish  most  earnestly  to  do  thy  holy  will. 
O  Lord,  if  I  know  my  own  heart,  I  love  thee 
above  all  things.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  have 
compassion  upon  my  weakness.  O  strengthen 
me  by  thy  Holy  Spirit :  leave  me  not,  forsake 
me  not,  O  God  of  my  salvation. 

Lord,  I  will  endeavour  to  please  thee  by  the 
exercise  of  every  Christian  virtue.  What  a  morti- 
fication do  I  now  daily  suffer  from  the  incapacity 
of  pursuing  the  employment  I  delight  in ;  but  I 
trust  thou  wilt  yet  stroigthen  me  to  serve  thee 


^P  .  lias  mrld  before  I  go  hence,  and  be  no 

^^      '"^««i.    f  implore  thy  blessing,  O  Lord,  on 

"^Xvits  I  am  now  going  to  send  into  the  world. 

i^d,^  purposes  of  piety  and  charity,  I  devote 

^^g^    O  may    they   prove  an  acceptable  of- 

l^nJ,  I  beseech  thee  to  bless  the  endeavours 

oftb*^  who  have  associated  for  the  purposes  of 

jieciiog  the  progress  of  sedition  and  rebellion. 

0  spare  this  nation  for  the  sake  of  thy  holy  reli- 

gjDn,  which  subsists  here  in  greater  purity  than 

in  any  other  nation.     O  spare  it  for  the  sake  of 

thy  faithful  servants  :  spare  it  for  the  sake  of  those 

institutions  which  are  established  for  the  benefit 

of  the  rising  generation ! 

Adorable  Saviour,  I  am  jealous  for  thine  ho- 
nour :  with  my  whole  heart  do  I  love  and  xeve- 
rence  thee.  I  feel  the  sincerest  gratitude  for  the 
infinite  benefits  thou  hast  procured  for  mankind, 
of  which  I  trust  thou  wilt  suffer  me  to  partake. 
Lord,  I  am  willing  to  forsake  all,  and  follow  thee. 
O  Lord,  grant  me  peace. 

To  the  protection  of  the  adorable  Trinity  I 
humbly  recommend  myself  and  my  dear  children. 
O  may  divine  Providence  watch  over  us  dur- 
ing the  hours  of  darkness.  May  we  enjoy  undis- 
turbed repose ;  and,  if  another  day  be  added 
to  our  lives,  may  we  spend  it  to  the  glory  of 
God.    —    —    _    —    —    ___    — 

O  Lord,  I  presume  to  address  thee  on  behalf  of 
a  friend  suffering  at  this  time  from  bodily  weak- 
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ness  and  perturbation  of  mind.  O  Lord,  stipport 
her  under  the  heavy  trial  thou  hast  seen  fit  to  call 
her  to,  and  in  thy  good  time  deliver  her. 

Dec.  23.  I  have  in  the  course  of  this  week  re- 
peatedly had  symptoms  which  I  thought  threat- 
ened me  with  sudden  dissolution ;  but  withiof 
these  three  days  I  have  been  relieved  from  them : 
and  though  I  am  not  yet  restored  to  my  full 
strength,  either  of  mind  or  body,  I  am  considera- 
bly better  in  both  respects,  and  am  once  more 
animated  with  the  hope,  that  I  shall  be  again 
enabled  to  pursue  my  labours  for  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  good  of  my  fellow- creatures.  What 
a  happiness  even  in  expectation !  What  mortifi- 
cation have  I  endured  under  the  necessity  of  sub- 
mitting to  idleness.  My  soul  hath  truly  a  longing 
desire  to  be  continually  occupied  in  the  works  of 
the  Lord ; — and  am  I  not  so  when  exercising  pa- 
tience ? 

O  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  I  would  not 
entertain  a  thought  or  a  wish  that  is  displeasing* 
to  thee.  Vouchsafe  to  send  thy  Holy  Spirit  to 
cleanse  and  purify  my  soul ;  quench  in  it  every 
afiection  which  it  ought  not  to  entertain.  O  if  t 
still  feel  too  much  love  for  my  departed  husband^ 
moderate  it, "  or  however  reluctant  I  may  be  ta 
part  with  it,  obliterate  it,  change  it  into  what  it 
should  be.  Lord  God  Almighty,  I  am  thinse;  I 
was  devoted  to  thee,  by  the  best  of  fatiiers,  as 
i^oon  almost  as  I  Mras^  bom  into  the  world ;  how 
often  have  I  devoted  myself  to  the  service  of  ^ 
dear  Son,  my  adorable,  my  beloved  Saviour,  at  1^ 
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holy  table ;   O  what  pleasure !  what  happiness ! 
what  comfort !  what  refreshment  of  soul  have  I  ex- 
perienced at  this  holy  table ;  cast  me  not  away,  O 
God  of  my  Salvation,  dear  and  adorable  Saviour ! 
merciful  Redeemer,  blessed  Jesus,  friend  of  my 
soul,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee !  O  Lord,  in  com- 
parison of  the  delight  I  take  in  serving  thee,  how 
poor,  how  trifling,  how  insignificant  do  those  things 
appear  which  the  worldly-minded  dignify  with 
the  name  of  pleasure !  may  it  be  my  blessed  task 
to  assist  in  propagating  thy  holy  religion,  to  as- 
sert thine  honour,  to  teach  the  young  and  the 
poor  to  own  thy  divinity !  O  adorable  Saviour, 
be  graciously  pleased  to  strengthen  and  inform 
my  mind,  to  do  the  work  I  have  prescribed  for 
myself.     Lord,  if  I  am  but  able  I  will  pursue  it 
with  alacrity ;  O  that  I  may  recover  my  strength 
before  I  go  hence,  and  be  no  more  seen !  not  for 
the  trifling  purposes  of  life  do  I  wish  to  continue 
longer  in  this  stage  of  existence ;  I  have  nobler 
ends  in  view ;  O  how  my  heart  expands  with  ar- 
dent desires  to  do  good ;  may  I  be  enabled  to 
fulfil  some  of  them  at  least,  through  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ ;  then  shall  I  be 
prepared  to  meet  my  beloved  Lord ;  then  shall  I 
soar  to  heavenly  regions  ;  then  shall  I  join  the 
glorious    company   of    Heaven.     Transporting 
thoughts!  how  insignificant  do  the  pomps  and 
vanities  of  this  world  appear  in  my  mind's  eye  I 
O  that  I  could  continue  in  this  frame  of  mind  for 
the  remaining  part  of  my  existence  upon  earth ; 
but  it  cannot  be,  I  have  a  body  ever  ready  to 
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press  down  the  immortal  soul.  No  matter,  this 
will  not  long  be  the  case,  I  shall  shake  it  off  with 
all  its  infirmities  :  there  is  an  earthly  body,  and 
there  is  a  spiritual  body.  O  with  what  peace 
shall  I  close  my  eyes  in  death,  if  I  have  but  the 
power  of  reflection  at  that  awful  moment,  at 
least  I  hope  that  will  be  the  case,  and  that  it 
may  be  so,  I  resolve  henceforth  to  lead  a  holy, 
and  as  far  as  I  am  able,  a  useful  life.  To  the 
protection  of  the  Divine  Providence,  I  now  hum- 
bly recommend  myself,  and  my  dear  children ! 

Dec.  30.  I  am  now  arrived  at  the  end  of  one 
of  the  most  sorrowful  years  I  ever  knew.  O  what 
tribulation!  what  anguish!  what  distress !  what 
heart  rending  pangs  have  I  been  called  to  indure 
within  the  last  twelve  months.  At  the  beginning 
of  this  year  I  had  a  dear  and  tender  husband ; 
my  children  had  a  kind  and  most  affectionate  fa- 
ther, these  relations  have  ceased  to  both  of  us, 
but  my  heart  is  far  from  being  disengaged  from 
the  love  which  it  was  so  lately  my  duty  to  feel, 
though  I  can  no  longer  delight  him  with  the  ex- 
pressions of  it ;  however,  my  comfort  is,  that  he 
is  removed  to  a  state  where  I  hope,  and  trust,  he 
will  to  eternity  enjoy  more  exalted  pleasures  than 
any  that  this  vain  world  affords.  I  hope  I  am 
not  sinful  in  cherishing  this  affection  for  a  dear 
deceased  husband ;  the  love  I  feel  for  him  is  pure 
as  that  which  angels  feel,  it  is  the  love  of  a  soul 
weaned  from  earthly  joys,  aspiring  after  heavenly 
ones;  earnestly  desiring,  to  partake  those  joys 
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widi  liiiii.  I  do  not,  I  cannot  wish  my  dear  hufr 
band  to  return  to  this  world  of  care  and  sorrow ; 
I  only  wish  that  when  I  depart  from  it  I  inay  be 
again  united  with  him  as  the  blessed  in  Heaven 
are  with  each  other. 

It  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  visit  me  with  a 
most  heavy  affliction,  but  with  what  abundant 
kindness  has  he  tempered  it !  did  I  ever  more 
sensibly  feel  his  fatherly  love,  than  when  I  was 
suffering  his  chastisements :   no,  surely  never ! 

0  how  tenderly  did  he  incline  his  ear  to  my 
humble  petitions !  how  sweetly  did  he  soothe  my 
sorrows !  how  greatly  did  he  calm  the  perturba* 
tions  of  my  heart.  A  husband  to  the  widow 
have  I  most  truly  found  him,  and  praised  be  his 
name  for  his  unmerited  goodness  to  me  his  poor 
sinful  creature. 

Accept  my  prayers.  Almighty  Father,  for  all 
my  dear  children.  O  that  they  may  all  so  live 
upon  earth  that  through  the  merits  of  a  crucified 
Saviour,  they  may  finally  be  received  into  thy 
eternal  kingdom. 

Accept  my  prayers  for  myself  also.  O  vouch- 
safe to  grant  me  fresh  supplies  of  thy  grace,  that 

1  may  ser\'e  thee  more  steadily,  and  more  con- 
Sbantly  than  I  have  hitherto  done.  Lord,  I  be^^ 
seech  thee  to  strengthen  me  to  pursue  my  la<> 
bours^  and  bless  them  with  success.  O  that  my 
life  may  be  spared  to  complete  what  I  have  be^ 
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gun!  But  above  all  things^  let  me  desire  to- re- 
sign myself  to  the  will  of  God.  O  blessed  Jesus, 
help  me  to  do  so ;  without  thee  I  am  nothings 
Loid,  from  weakness  of  body  and  miiid>  I  must 
now  forego  the  holy  exercise  I  am  at  this  instant 
engaged  in.  I  find  bodi  mind  and  body  fatigued. 
To  the  ever  blessed  Trinity,  I  humbly  recommend 
myself  and  all  my  dear  children ;  my  relations 
Aid  friends,  and  to  the  Holy  Trinity,  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Ghost,  be  ascribed  all  honour  and 
glery,  world  without  end.    Amen !  Amen ! 


The  writer  of  the  following  letter,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Sturgess,  was  for  many  years  the  Vicar  of 
Ealing,  during  the  time  that  Mrs.  Trimmer  was 
resident  in  that  parish ;  and  seldom  does  it  fall 
to  the  lot  of  any  place  to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  a 
more  conscientious  Minister,  or  more  affectionate 
Pastor.  In  every  part  of  his  duty  he  was  inde^ 
&tigable ;  admonishing  in  season  and  out  of  sea* 
son,  persuading,  exhorting  his  flock  to  walk  in 
the  path  of  duty,  or  to  return  to  it  if  they  had 
unhappily  strayed.  The  sick  were  visited,  the 
ignorant  instructed,  the  distressed  relieved,  and 
all  watched  over  with  a  regard  almost  paternal. 

Nor  did  he  rest  with  the  mere  discharge  of  his 
own  duty,  he  was  equally  anxious  that  the  cu- 
rates, who  were  under  his*  direction  should  per- 
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form  tlicir  part  also,  and  was  careful  to  engags 
exemplary  clergymen,  who  would  in  all  respects 
co-operate  with  him,  and  stedfastly  adhere  to 
the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  that  church  to 
which  he  belonged. 

It  may  easily  be  supposed  that  a  man  of  such 
a  character  would  be  upon  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  a  parishioner,  who  had  like  himself 
the  interest  of  the  poor  so  warmly  at  heart.  Such 
indeed,  was  the  case  ;  the  worthy  vicar  was  de- 
lighted to  have  such  an  assistant,  and  Mrs.  Trim- 
mer was  equally  happy  that  "  he  to  whom  it  voa 
her  duty  to  look  up  (as  the  Minister  of  God's 
word)  with  duty  and  respect,  was  such  a  one  that 
she  could  do  it  with  a  willing  mind." 

In  every  office  of  benevolence  they  were  una- 
nimous ;  Mr.  Sturgess  advising  and  consulting 
with  Mrs.  Trimmer,  and  affording  her  upon  every 
occasion  his  countenance  and  support. 

In  order  to  give  her  the  greater  weight  with 
her  poor  neighbours,  he  entrusted  to  her  manage- 
ment many  of  the  parish  gifls,  at  least  of  such  as 
were  designed  for  the  poor  of  Brentford.  By 
means  of  the  distribution  of  these  gifts,  Mrs. 
Trimmer  obtained  considerable  influence  over 
many  of  the  people  who  received  them,  and  in  the 
dispensing  of  them,  always  had  regard  to  the 
spiritual  as  wel!  as  temporal  interests  of  the  poor. 
Such  as  were  constant  in  their  attendance  upon 
public  worship,  and  regular  in  their  moral  con- 
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duct,  were  sure  to  be  distinguished,  and  on  the 
contrary,  the  dissolute  and  profime  were  slighted 
and  passed  by. 

Amongst  other  objects  of  his  pastoral  car^ 
Sunday  Schools  engrossed  much  of  the  attenticm 
of.  this  excellent  Parish  Priest.  No  soouot  did 
he  hear  of  the  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Raikes,  of 
Gloucester,  for  collecting  the  children  of  the  poor 
on  the  Sabbath  Day,  than  he  was  desirous  of 
having  schools  of  that  description  in  the  parish 
o(  Ealing.  He  communicated  his  wishes  to  Mrs. 
Trimmer,  and  found  in  her  a  most  ready  assist- 
ant. By  their  united  efforts  schools  were  estab^* 
lished,  and  though  the  faithful  Pastor  of  his  flock, 
who  first  projected  them,  and  his  zealous  and  ac- 
tive coadjutor  are  now  no  more,  the  schools  con- 
tinue to  exist,  and  to  be  productive  of  essential 
benefit  among  the  rising  generation. 


TO  MR&  TRIMMER. 

Fkarage,  Si.  Manftt  Readings 
May  17, 119%. 

My  dear  Madam, 

I  have  this  day  received  the  first  intelligence 
of  a  melancholy  event,  which  affects  me  much, 
and  which  I  sincerely  feel  with  you  and  for  you. 
It  may  be  unseasonable  to  intrude  at  all  upon 
your  grief,  which,  in  the  best  of  Christians,  wiU 
and  ought  to  have  its  time ;  and  to  suggest  any 
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of  the  common  motives  of  consolation  to  you 
would  be  impertinent,  who  are  much  better  qua- 
lified to  give  than  to  receive  advice,  upon  eveJry 
Christian  subject  of  this  kind.    But  there  iis  one 
which  suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  and  which  ydur 
humble  and  ibodest  opinion  of  yourself  will  pro-" 
bably  conceal  from  your's,  which  is  that,  as  God 
has  been  pleased  eminently  to  distinguish  you 
by  the  best  Christian  heart  and  temper  I  almost 
ever  knew,  so  he  may  be  pleased  by  these  ire- 
peated  trials  and  afflictions  to  furnish  you  wiUi 
opportunities  to  perfect  that  high  and  important 
character,  and  to  give  jon  grace  not  only  to  shine 
as  most  actively  useful  in  the  grand  cause  <^  Re- 
ligion, but  likewise  as  a  most  striking  example  of 
Christian  patience  in  submitting  to  his  most  aw- 
ful decrees.    May  that  gracious  God  continue  lus 
blessing  to  you,  and  to  every  individual  of  your 
family  in  all  things,  both  temporal  and  spiritual, 
present  and  eternal. 

I  feel  the  loss  of  a  worthy  parishioner,  a  good 
husband,  a  good  father,  and  a  good  Christian.  I 
purpose  to  be  at  Ealing  on  Wednesday,  and  hope 
that  you  may  find  yourself  well  enough  to  give 
me  leave  to  wait  on  you  before  I  leave  it,  which 
must  be  on  the  Monday  or  Tuesday. 

We  unite  in  ,every  good  wish,  and  real  concern 
in  which  yo«  and  your  family  are  interested.  I 
shall  be  happy  always  to  prove  the  sincere  re- 
gard I  entertain  for  you,  and  the  high  vidue  I  set 
upon  your  character  and  friendship,  by  dei^irioc^ 


you  to  command  at  all  times  aoy  little  services 
that  I  can  render  to  you  and  your's ;  believe  me 
to  remain, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant, 
C.  Sturgess. 

P.  S.  If  I  might  venture  to  suggest  any  thing 
further  upon  the  subject  let  me  recommend  to 
you,  my  good  Madam,  the  immediate  perusal  of 
the  affectionate  letter  of  the  pious  Mrs.  Dod- 
dridge to  her  children,  published  in  the  Gentle- 
man's Magazine. 


A^  IX,  179X. 

My  dear  Madam, 
Your  friendly  apprehensions  were  too  well 
founded,  it  was  the  death  of  my  dear  husband 
which  you  read  of  in  the  Newspapers.  The 
stroke  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  fataL  I  was  in  a 
comfortable  sleep,  when  I  was  awakened  by  bis 
making  a  noise  in  his  throat  as  if  he  was  choak- 
ing ;  I  raised  him  up  as  quick  as  possible,  and 
perceived  he  was  in  a  fit ;  not  being  able  to  sup- 
port him  by  myself*  I  called  one  of  his  sons, 
who  came  to  me  instantly,  but  his  dear  father  was 
insensible  of  our  i^t^rtions,  and  discovered  no 
other  signs  of  life  than  fetching  his  breath  a  few 
times,  at  distant  intemds,  bat  in  a  quarter  of  an 
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jiiSi  AiA  it  please  the 
^f^^faoio"'  which  bad  for  up- 
..-J^/^^^i  source  of  great  happi- 
^^J^ff-*^    yiere  my  dear  children  de- 
J^aCi  ^  ten<i^'  and  affectionate  of  pa- 
^'"/(jfJ'^Aare  all  suffered  beyond  ex- 
,_,^^*tfioS  3°  occasion,  you,  my  dear 
'"'^^'''i*^)'  conceive,  but  thanks  to  the 
P^^  '^idiation,  our  sufferings  have  been 
^/:^fftis  abundant  mercies.     I  trust  we 
j^ff^gb  the  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
^i*^to  his  win  with  as  much  resignation  as 
Vjl^ts  from  such  poor  creatures  as  mankind 
Kjg  mortal  state.     I  miss  my  tender  compa- 
tp,  oiy  judicious  adviser ;  and  long  will  it  be 
^  I  can  cease  to  lament  his  loss  !  but  I  do  not 
^ine  at  my  misfortune ;  the  great  and  all-wise 
governor  of  the  Universe,  best  knows  where  to 
place  his  creatures;  and  the  exemplary  life  my 
dear  husband  led,  which  was  a  continued  series 
of  benevolent  and  upright  conduct,  has,  I  hope, 
procured  him  admittance,  through  the  merits  of 
our  blessed  Redeemer,  into  a  world,  infinitely 
better  than  that  from  which  he  has  seen  fit  to  re- 
move him.     Should  my  life  be  extended  many 
years  beyond  my  present  expectation,  it  will  be 
short  in  comparison  of  that  which  will  come  here- 
after ;  and  I    comfort  myself  with    the  hope  of 
meeting  my  beloved  partner  again,  never  more  to 
be  separated  from  his  society. 

I  thank  you,  my  dear  Madam,  most  sincerely 
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for  your  kind  attention,  and  good  yrisfaea;  I  wonkt 
have  written  to  you  before,  but  cannot  even  no^ 
do  it  without  a  hurry  df  spirits. 


Of  the  Bights  of  Women,  I  can  now  say  nothing 
more  than  that  I  found  so  much  happiness  in 
having  a  husband  to  assist  me  in  forming  a  proper 
judgment,  and  in  taking  upon  him  the  chief  la- 
bour of  providing  for  a  family,  that  I  never 
wished  for  a  further  degree  of  liberty  or  conse- 
quence than  I  enjoyed.  Miss  Woolstoncroft  is  a 
woman  of  extraordinary  abilities,  I  confess;  I 
cannot  help  thinking  they  might  be  employed  to 
more  advantage  to  society. — But  my  recent  mis- 
fortune has  almost  obliterated  the  remembrance 
of  the  contents  of  her  book. 

You  will  wonder  to  receive  a  new  publication 
from  me  at  such  a  time  as  this.  The  little  book 
which  now  claims  your  acceptance,  was  already 
in  the  printer's  hands,  when  I  was  called  upon  to 
bear  the  heaviest  stroke  I  ever  sustained  from  the 
hand  of  Providence.  I  seek  refuge  from  unavail- 
ing sorrow,  in  that  kind  of  employment  without 
which  1  feel  from  habitude  quite  uncomfortable. 
I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  accomplish  in  time  what 
the  advertisement  sent  with  it  proposes.  If  I 
should  not  live  to  do  so,  an  abkr  hand  may  take 
it  up.  I  think  a  reformation  in  the  mode  of  edu- 
cating children  in  Charity  Schools,  much  wanted, 
and  shall  exert  my  utmost  endeavours  to  contri- 
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bnte  towards  it.  I  shall  now  be  more  than  e?er 
at  home.  In  my  domestic  circle^  among  my  dear 
dutiful  children  alone,  can  I  find  true  consolation. 
Without  my  dear  companion  the  pleasures  of 
the  world,  even  what  I  have  hitherto  esteemed 
rational  pleasures,  have  no  charms  for  me.  Here, 
thanks  to  the  Almighty !  I  am  surrounded  with 
comforts. 


TO  MRS.  TRIMMER. 

Cowslip  Greeny  Aug.  20. 

My  dear  Madam, 

If  I  have  not  sooner  written  to  you,  I  assure 
you  I  have  refrained  rather  out  of  tenderness  and 
apprehension,  than  from  unkindness  or  neglect. 
I  felt  for  you  very  sincerely  under  the  severe  dis- 
pensation with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  visit 
you,  and  most  cordially  do  I  sympathize  with  you 
under  it.  It  is  among  the  inscrutable  secrets  of 
Providence  that  you  who  are  constantly  employ- 
ed in  lightening  the  burthens  or  administering  to 
the  comfort  of  others,  should  yourself  be  tried  by 
such  severe  afflictions ;  and  that  this  heavy  blow 
should  fall  before  the  wounds  of  last  yeaic  had  fully 
time  to  heal,  must  have  been  a  keen  aggravatkm 
of  sorrow. 

But  I  thank  God  that  you  do  not  sorrow  as 
those  who  are  without  hope.    The  true  consda- 


tions  of  genuioe  Christianity  are  your's,  and  you 
who  have  sown  in  tears,  will,  I  doubt  not,  reap  ia 
abundant  joy. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Madam,  believe  me  with  real 
esteem. 

Your  sincere  friend,  and 
Faithful  servant, 

H.  More. 
TO  MRS.  BRUTTON. 

Brentford,  Oct.  8,  17^8. 

Why,  my  dear  friend,  should  you  fear  to  open 
my  letters  ?  convinee4  as  I  am  of  the  BteadioeM 
of  your  regard  for  me,  you  cannot  expect  I  woif^ 
reproach  you  for  thosB  ojmssions,  which  1  kn^'iy 
proceed  from  ill  he^tib  and  bad  Bpurits.  An4 
should  it  please  Ood  to  afflict  me  with  9ddition{) 
sorrows.  I  bope  and  trust  I  shall  always  b<e  ablp 
to  ioform  you  «t  the  same  time,  liiat  he  has  gi»r 
ciously  supported  and  comforted  me ;  I  am  sure 
I  cannot  sufficiently  acknowledge  his  abundant 
mercies  to  me,  under  the  severest  trials,  I  think 
I  ever  can  experience.  I  am  much  obliged  to 
Mr.  Brutton,  for  the  bigh  compliment  he  pays  to 
my  temper;  but  if  I  have  received  these  strokes  of 
Providence  in  a  proper  meumer,  I  must  impute  it 
to  the  suppcHt  which  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  alford  me.  I  bare  earne^ly  wished  to  resign 
myself  to  his  most  hdy  mill,  and  to  do  my  duty 
ia-  diat  new  state  (^  life  to  ^ch  he  has  seen  fit 
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to  call  me.  I  trust  he  has  heard  my  prayers,  and 
will  continue  to  guid€  and  protect  me !  I  wish 
3rou  were  within  my  reach,  but  I  have  still  so 
many  ties  to  confine  me  to  this  spot,  that  I  can- 
not prevail  on  myself  to  leave  home,  or  I  would 
come  and  see  you.  Happy  should  I  be,  could  I 
prevail  upon  ytni  to  indulge  me  with  your  com- 
pany here.  I  can  receive  and  accommodate  you, 
Mr.  Brutton,  and  a  servant,  if  you  wish  to  bring 
one.  You  may  at  any  time,  by  going  to  a  diffe- 
rent part  of  the  house,  sit  quite  still  and  retired ; 
I  keep  scarcely  any  company,  but  morning  vi- 
sitors ;  we  have  a  few  choice  friends  who  some- 
times stay  in  the  house  with  us,  but  with  the  dis- 
sipating multitude  we  seldom  mix ;  our  family 
circle  being  pretty  large,  we  can  amuse  ourselves 
vnthout  their  aid.  You  cannot  think  how  it  would 
delight  me  to  show  you  my  dear  boys  and  girls  ; 
if  you  love  them,  as  you  have  kindly  told  me  you 
do,  for  their  mother's  sake,  I  think  you  would  find 
reason  to  love  them  for  their  own. 


TO  s. 


Brentford,  Sept.  4, 1792. 


I  saw  your  dear  father's  hair  in  a  locket,  which 

I  gave  to  C .     The  mixture  of  grey  with 

black,  brought  to  my  mind  the  numerous  cares  we 
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had  divided ;  at  the  sight  of  so  interesting  an  ob- 
ject the  tears  of  tender  recollection  filled  my 
eyes,  but  I  wiped  them  away,  and  comforted 
myself,  that  the  cares  which  I  knew  his  solicitude 
for  us  would  have  occasioned  him  to  add  to,  were 
now  at  an  end ;  he  is  now  past  sufiering,  I  hum- 
bly trust;  he  is  escaped  from  this  scene  of 
anxiety  and  sorrow.  I  think,  much  as  I  miss 
him,  I  shall  pass  the  remainder  of  my  life  with 
more  serenity  than  the  years  that  are  gone ;  what- 
ever troubles  I  meet  with  I  shall  not  now  have  to 
feel  for  my  dear  husband.  God  knows,  I  have 
had  many  a  bitter  pang  for  his  sufferings ;— but  I 
check  myself.  Let  me  hear  from  you  very  soon, 
and  in  the  mean  while,  and  to  endless  ages,  may 
the  blessing  of  God  attend  you,  and  all  my  dear 
children.    Adieu. 

Your  affectionate  Mother, 

S.T . 


JOURNAL 


YEAR  1793. 


Jan.  I.  It  has  pleased  the  God  of  all  power, 
goodness,  and  mercy,  to  prolong  ray  liie,  and 
bring  me  to  the  beginning  of  another  year.  That 
which  is  passed  has  been  a  year  of  sorrow,  may 
this  be  one  of  comfort  to  me  and  mine  1 

O  Lord,  witli  a  grateful  heart,  I  desire  to  praise 
and  bless  thy  holy  name,  for  all  the  mercies  be- 
stowed upon  me,  and  my  dear  family  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year;  in  the  course  of  our 
earthly  existence.  O  how  numberless,  how  great, 
have  been  thy  mercies  towards  us !  thou  bast  seen 
fit  to  send  a  heavy  affliction  upon  us ;  but  how 
didst  thou  support  us  under  it !  the  loss  of  such 
a  husband,  and  such  a  father  could  not  have  been 
borne,  as  we  have  borne  it,  without  the  aid  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  but  that  was  graciously  and  mer- 
cifully bestowed-  To  the  end  of  life,  I  think,  I 
must  feel  the  loss ;  to  the  end  of  life,  I  think,  I 
must  continue  to  love  the  late  dear  partner  of  all 
my  earthly  joys  and  sorrows.    1  camiot  cease 
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wishing  agtaia  to  meet  him,  and  to  pan  an  etef** 
nity  togethtf  with  him  in  thy  heofenly  kingdmn : 
bnt^  O  gracious  Father,  I  lore  him  with  no 
earthly  affection ;  I  omteiYB  hkn  to  be  a  happy 
spirit  purified  firom  the  defilement  of  sin  by  the 
blood  of  the  Redeemer.  I  reflect  upon  the  many 
virtues  he  practised  while  on  earth ;  I  wish  to 
imitate  those  virtues^  and  to  obtain  the  same  re^ 
ward  as  I  trust  he  through  the  merits  of  a  Saviour 
(giving  efficacy .  to  those  virtues  which  no  human 
being  can  practise  to  p^ection)  has  obtained;  I 
trust  this  love  is  subordinate,  greatly  subordinate 
to  the  love  of  thee^  my  God.  Did  I  suppose  It 
lot  so,  I  would  strive  to  root  it  out.  Kind  as  this 
dear  htraband  was  to  me,  much  as  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  an  uncommon  degree  of  love  and  tea* 
demess,  he  should  not  rival  thee  in  my  affections ; 
but  he  was  a  great  benefactor,  a  faithful  friend,  he 
loved  me,  I  truly  believe,  better  than  he  did  hia»- 
self,  I  cannot  forget  his  love. 

Blessed  Jesus,  when  Lazarus  died,  and  thou 
didst  behold  the  grief  of  his  sorrowing  sisters 
the  tear  of  sympathy  fell  from  thine  eyes ;  isurely 
then  thou  wilt  not  take  off^tice  at  the  tears  and 
aorrows  of  an  afflicted  widow :  surely  thou  wilt 
have  compassion  on  me ;  thou  wilt  intercede  for 
me  if  my  grief  is  excessive.  O  adorable  Saviour, 
to  thee  I  flee ;  have  compassion  upon  me ;  O 
^tvengthen  my  mind,  wSotm  wl^  is  amiss  in  me. 
^¥o  tiiy  service.  I  devote  the  remainder  of  my 
days  ;  my  first  and  most  earnest  desiw  is  to  jlp 
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the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father  ;  to  follow  thy 
blessed  example ;  to  propagate  thy  holy  rdi- 
gion  ;  to  assert  thy  divinity ;  to  teach  the  young 
and  ignorant  to  know  thee  as  the  Son  of  God, 
the  Savioxir  of  the  world.  My  next  desire  is  to 
see  ail  my  own  dear  children  walking  in  thy  faith 
and  fear,  fulfilling  their  duty  as  becomes  thy  dis- 
ciples. 

My  next  desire  is  to  see  the  children  of  the 
poor  improve  in  godly  knowledge  and  practice. 

And  I  have  still  another  ardent  desire ;  that 
the  adult  poor  of  this  neighbourhood,  may  undei 
thy  grace  and  benediction  become  Christiam  i 
upon  principle.  To  accomplish  these  purposes  i 
would  willingly  devote  my  time,  if  I  had  ability 
to  write,  but  I  do  not  as  yet  either  find  my  mind 
or  body  equal  to  the  exertion. 

Let  me  call  to  mind  the  blessings  I  am  now  in 
possession  of.  At  the  head  of  these,  let  me  place 
a  sense  of  the  divine  &vour,  a  well  grounded  hope, 
that  God  regards  me  as  his  child,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake;  an  humble  persuasion  that  the 
Saviour  of  the  world  reckons  me  among  his  faith- 
ful  servants.  O  what  inestimable  blessings  are 
these  !  praised  be  the  God  of  all  goodness,  the 
fountain  of  these  unspeakable,  these  inestimable 
blessings !  may  I  never  forfeit  them  by  disobe- 
dience !  may  I  retain  them  to  the  end  of  life ; 
may  I  carry  them  out  of  the  world  with  me !  these 
are  not  of  a  perishable  nature;  these  are  the 
seeds  of  everlasting  blessings ! 
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I  have  reason  to  hope  I  possess  the  esteem  and 
favourable  opinion  of  tnajiy  good  people ;  this  is 
by  no  means  a  blessing  to  be  disregarded.  May 
I  not  grow  vain  upon  it,  but  consider  it  as  an  in- 
centive to  virtuous  actions ;  may  I  preserve  to 
the  end  of  life  a  good  character,  such  as  my  chil- 
dren may  take  comfort  from  when  I  am  gone 
down  to  the  silent  dust ;  may  they  feel  an  honest 
pride  in  the  fair  reputation  of  their  mother,  as 
they  and  I  now  do,  in  that  of  their  father. 

I  have  a  happy  influence  over  the  minds  of 
many  poor  people,  both  children  and  adults.  This 
I  consider  not  only  as  a  blessing,  but  as  an  ho- 
nour conferred  upon  me.  It  is  a  blessing  most 
undoubtedly,  for  it  is  delightful  in  the  exercise 
of  it,  and  there  is  a  great  reward  annexed  to  it 
It  is  an  honour,  for  it  places  me  in  the  rank  of 
a  chosen  servant ;  I  am  the  handmaid  of  the  Lord! 
O  what  are  all  the  titles  of  earthly  grandeur  to 
this !  O  blessed  Saviour,  I  had  rather  be  a  door- 
keeper in  the  house  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in 
the  tents  of  the  ungodly ;  but  divine  Providence 
has  allotted  me  a  more  respectable  office ;  I  am 
often  employed  to  administer  to  the  temporal 
wants  of  my  indigent  neighbours,  and  it  is  my 
best  employment  to  teach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor ! 
Rejoice,  O  my  heart!  rejoice  with  exceeding 
great  joy,  in  the  honour  bestowed  upon  thee ! 
may  I  be  a  faithful  steward,  a  zealous  teacher! 
may  I  be  extensively  useful  to  the  rising  genera- 
tion ;  O  that  I  may  recover  my  strength  before 
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I  go  hence  and  be  no  more  seen  I  may  I  live,  if 
such  be  the  will  of  God,  to  accomplish  the  reli- 
gious purposes  of  my  heart. 

I  have  a  family  of  dutiful,  affectionate  children, 
what  a  blessing  is  this.  I  have  reason  to  hope^ 
that  though  death  must  for  a  time  separate  us, 
we  shall  all  finally  meet,  never  more  to  part.  O 
may  I  be  thankful  for  this  blessing ;  may  I  try  in 
future  to  enjoy  it  instead  of  dweUing  upon  these 
reflections  which  embitter  life ;  and  if  my  dear 
children  ever  read  these  pages  after  I  am  gone  to 
my  long  home ;  if  they  awaken  any  tender  r^^reti 
for  the  loss  of  an  affectionate  parent,  may  they 
be  comforted  with  the  reflection,  that  by  their 
amiable  conduct  they  greatly  added  to  her  earths 
ly  felicity.  Yes,  my  dear  children,  you  have 
amply  repaid  every  maternal  care,  and  if  ever  it 
is  your  lot  to  bear  a  parent's  name,  may  your 
children  prove  to  you,  what  you  have  been  to 
me ;  I  cannot  wish  you  a  higher  degree  of  hap- 
piness in  that  relation,  for  it  is  not  attainable 
upon  earth.  O  may  each  of  you  follow  my  ex- 
ample in  this  one  particular;  instil  into  the 
minds  of  your  infants  as  soon  as  reason  dawns, 
the  principles  of  religion,  the  divine  blessing  will 
accompany  your  endeavours. 

Should  prosperity  be  granted  to  me  and  my 
family,  may  our  inclination  to  do  good  continue 
with  it,  and  encrease  as  our  abundance  encreases, 
or  if  it  be  the  will  of  God  to  cloud  with  adver^ 
sity,  may  we  all  be  resigned  !  let  it  be  our  joint 
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determinatidii  to  bd  exactly  just  in  M  Mr  deal* 
ingg ;  to  moderate  our  dedires^  to  rely  ott  the 
Proridenee  of  Gk>d>  foft  all  good  things^  and  never 
to  think  or  say  the  power  of  mg  km^,  4jfr  m^  omh 
wisdom  hM  gottm  me  this  wealthy  or  gmnei  me  this 
aihantage. 

I  have  sober,  regular,  and  I  believe  fkithftd 
servants;  this  is  also  a  comfort.  And  I  have 
many  blessings  and  comforts  besides.  Let  me 
not  then  sink  into  despondency  like  one  forsaken 
of  Grod)  because  he  has  seen  fit  to  take  my  dear 
husband  from  me,  but  rather  let  me  rejoice  in  the 
goodness  of  my  Maker,  and  endeavour  to  enjoy 
with  a  cheerful  mind,  the  blessings  and  comforts 
in  possession.  I  will  do  so.  I  wilt  strive  to  sub- 
due my  cares,  I  therefore,  begin  the  year  with 
joy  and  thanksgivings. 

0  Father  of  mercies  continue  to  me  thy  favour, 
and  I  will  fear  no  evil !  Redeemer  of  mankind, 
continue  to  me  thy  love,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
fdbw  thy  example  of  patience. 

Jan.  11.  On  Sunday  evening  I  found  myself 
fiitigued  with  teaching  the  children  of  the  Sunday 
School,  and  not  able  to  write,  I  therefore  filled 
np  the  time  I  usually  allot  to  the  continuation  of 
these  pages,  with  reading  over  the  transcript  of 
the  last  year's  Meditations,  which  raised  my  soul 
from  es^Iy  cares,  and  prepared  me  for  reading 
family  prayers  with  fervency  and  devotion. 

1  have  had  several  nights  of  quiet  comfortable 
repose,  vod  though  my  heart  has  fdt  many  a 
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igiteyes  bare  shed  many  tears  for  the 
m^ '^ jgai  busb&od,  I  have  not  given  w»y 
i^jltorrovf,  but  have  resisted  it,  J  thiak 

'"life  f>^^  vexed  by  an  obstruction  thrown  ia 

wtf'  ^^^'^  ^  ^"^^  rejoicing  in  the  happy  suc- 

gf'^y  plan  for  getting  the  poor  to  attend 

'^trorship.     But  I  am  not  discouraged  on 

^jiifaject,  so  as  to  remit  my  labours.     The 

^jltf  the  difficulties,  the  greater  must  be  my 

iLrtions.    While  I  live  I  will  do  all  in  my  power 


a  my  power 

p  promote  the  religious  observance  of  the  Sab- 
^th  Day-  If  my  life  be  spared  I  will  try  to 
tiing  the  poor  to  the  Sacrament. 

I  have  also  had  much  vexation  in  the  course  of 
the  last  five  months  from  the  ill  behaviour  of  the 
parents  of  the  children  of  the  schools.  No  less 
than  five  of  them  have  taken  their  girls  away. 
One  of  them  yesterday  withdrew  her  children, 
and  treated  me  with  the  greatest  insolence  ima- 
ginable. I  was  hurt  at  her  ingratitude  to  me, 
but  that  soon  subsided  ;  I  meet  with  no  more 
than  our  blessed  Redeemer  taught  his  disciples 
to  expect ;  but  I  am  grieved  that  my  pains  to 
improve  two  children  of  promising  dispositions, 
and  ready  capacities,  are,  after  five  years  instruc- 
tion, rendered  abortive.  I  resolve  that  the  ill 
treatment  I  meet  with  shall  not  cause  me  to  re- 
mit my  attention  to  the  schools. 

Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  consolation, 
I  presume  to  offer  unto  thee  my  humblest  thanks- 
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girii^  for  thine  abundant  mercies  bestowed 
upon  me,  and  my  children.  O  may  we  ever  be 
grateful  to  thee;  may  we  strire  to  do  thy  bleased 
wiU. 

SaviouT  of  mankind,  I  beseech  thee,  look  with 
compassion  and  tenderness  upon  me,  thy  true, 
though  weak  disciple.  O  accept  my  humble 
serrices,  and  give  efficacy  to  them.  Let  not 
Satan  snatch  away  those  whom  we  have  ga- 
thered together,  but  keep  them  safe  in  thy  fold. 
Lord,  thou  kaowest  that  it  is  not  through  care- 
lessness in  me  that  any  of  thy  lambs  stray  away ; 
I  would  do  my  duty  ;  I  would  lead  them  all  to 
thee  if  I  were  able  to  do  so !  but  the  arts  of  the 
wicked  one  prevail  against  me.  O  may  those 
two  poor  children  lately  so  dear  to  me,  call  to 
mind  hereafter  the  lessons  I  have  given  them ; 
may  they  be  awakened  to  a  sense  of  duty  by 
other  means,  so  that  they  be  not  totally  lost  I 
Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  bless  my  labours,  with- 
out thy  blessing  they  cannot  succeed.  I  would 
iain  pray  to  thee  with  fervent  devotion  but  a  sense 
of  weariness  overpowers  me;  I  must  yield  to  it. 
O  Lord,  the  earthly  body  presses  down  the  im- 
mortal spirit;  but  it  will  not  always  be  so;  I 
shall,  I  trust,  hereafter,  serve  and  praise  thee 
'with  unabating  vigour,  with  unremitting  fer- 
Tour! 

Adwable  Saviour,  vouchsafe  to  receive  the  ho- 
mage of  a  heart  most  zealously  devoted  to  thte; 


vouchsafe  to  bless  my  labours  id  thy  service.  I 
desire  as  the  greatest  honour  and  happiness  I  can 
have  in  this  world  to  be  instrumental  in  the 
propagation  of  thy  holy  religion.  Transporting 
thought !  I  trust  I  have  already  been  so,  thanks- 
givings a  thousand  times  repeated  cannot  express 
the  joy  of  my  soul  in  this  reflection  !  Vouchsafe 
also  to  accept  my  humble  endeavours  to  instruct 
the  poor  children  of  this  place,  and  continue  to 
us  the  means  of  supporting  the  schools.  For  my 
own  part,  I  should  think  no  sacrifices  too  great 
for  the  accomplishment  o(  the  important  work  of 
teaching  the  Gospel  to  the  poor. 

Jan.  24.  I  had  another  most  comfortable  seretu^^ 
day,  and  a  night  of  calm  and  refreshing  repose 
praised  be  the  Lord,  for  his  merciful  kindness ! 

For  these  last  two  or  three  days  I  have  felt 
more  self  approbation  than  usual.  I  am  desirous 
of  considering  it  as  proceeding  trom  the  testimony 
of  a  good  conscience,  and  a  sense  of  the  favour  of 
God  ;  O  that  I  may  judge  rightly  in  this  matter ! 
If  my  ways  are  pleasing  to  thee,  O  Lord,  and 
this  sweet  peace  is  the  reward  thou  beslowest 
upon  me  thy  humblCi  but  faithful  servant,  for  my 
weak  endeavours  to  do  my  duty,  vouchsafe  to 
continue  it ;  if  it  is  the  effect  of  vanity  or  of  spi- 
ritual pride,  quench  it,  I  beseech  thee.  O  God,  I 
would  suffer  any  thing  either  of  body  or  mind 
(thy  grace  assisting  me)  rather  than  grow  con- 
ceited, and  vma  of  my  own  rigtitecrasQecB.  Lord 
Jtm,  "to  tlice  «lwe  I  l«ok  for  jostificatiu ;: 
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on  tikj  merits  are  all  my  hopes  <tf  Salration 
lounded. 

I  bear  witii  great  concern  that  the  King  of 
Fruice  is  put  to  death  by  his  rebellious  subjects ; 
May  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events,  who  for 
wise  reasons  no  doubt,  has  suffered  this  unhappy 
sovereign  to  fall  by  the  hands  of  his  enemies ; 
d^nd  our  gracious  King  from  all  wicked 
schemes  that  are  fwrnii^  against  his  throne  and 
government!  and  may  the  Almighty  preserve 
these  kingdoms  from  ^e  machinations  of  foreign 
powers,  and  internal  foes !  may  true  reli^on 
flourish  and  encrease  more  and  more,  and  engage 
the  blessing  of  Heaven ! 

-  Merciful  and  gracious  Father,  thou  knowest  my 
poor  frail  heart  better  than  I  know  it  myself;  all 
its  weaknesses  are  known  to  thee ;  I  presume  not 
to  repine  that  thou  hast  seen  fit  to  take  from  me^ 
my  dear  husband  ;  I  know  that  all  thy  ways  are 
just  and  good  ;  I  doubt  not,  but  that  in  this  dis- 
pensation thou  hast  shown  mercy  both  to  him  and 
to  me ;  him  thou  hast  removed  from  a  state  of 
pain  and  trouble,  the  stroke  of  death  to  all  ap- 
pearance was  gentle :  I  do  not  wish  him  back 
again.  To  me  thou  hast  shown  abundant  mercy 
in  strengthening  me  to  bear  this  afflicting  loss ; 
praised  and  adored  be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  for 
Ay  great  goodness  to  me  on  this  trying  occasion. 
The  gratitude  I  feel  is  too  gteat  for  expression, 
u  2 


292 

but  to  thee  it  is  known ;  vouchsafe  to  continue  to 
me  thy  loving  kindness.  O  Lord,  though  I  re- 
tain this  affectionate  remembrance  of  my  dear  de- 
parted husband,  though  I  love  my  children  with 
the  utmost  degree  of  maternal  affection ;  yet  I 
trust  1  love  thee  still  more ;  I  trust  I  love  thee 
with  all  my  heart,  and  with  all  my  soul,  and  with 
all  my  strength. 

O  Lord,  I  hope  that  my  dear  husband  is  among 
the  redeemed  and  sanctified ;  among  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect;  among  those  who  to  all 
eternity  will  do  thy  blessed  will.  With  no  earthly 
affection  do  I  love  him,  but  I  hope  in  some  degree 
as  angels  love  each  other  in  that  blest  state  ia 
which  none  marry,  or  are  given  in  marriage. 

.  Divine  Saviour  1  Friend  of  human  kind. 
Thou  knowest  how  anxious  I  am  to  shew  forth 
thy  glory ;  thoa  knowest  how  earnestly  I  wish 
to  guard  young  minds  against  the  false  doc- 
trines of  those  who  deny  thy  divinity ;  who  rank 
thee  with  mere  human  beings.  O  that  thou 
wouldst  grant  me  this  honour,  the  highest  that 
my  soul  ^spires  to  in  this  world :  O  that  thou 
wouMst  vouchsafe  to  bless  my  labours.  Adorable 
Saviour,  one  of  the  Prophets  inspired  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  said  "those  that  turn  many  to  righteous- 
ness shall  shine  forth  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  Father, 
like  stars  in  the  firmament."  O  that  I  had  power 
and  ability  to  do  this.  Lord,  I  would  labour  day 
and  nigl)tto  effect  it;  no  toil  should  I  think  too 
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great  that  my  weak  frame  would  sustain  to  ac* 
complish  it  But  thou  knowest  best  what  I  am 
fit  for,  and  if  thou  deniest  me  this  honour,  thou 
wilt,  I  am  confident,  accept  my  earnest  desire  with 
equal  kindness  as  thou  wouldst  the  performance 
of  it;  what  I  have  done  towards  it,  is  laid  before 
thee ;  I  have  offered  it  at  thy  altar.  Dispose  of 
it  as  thou  seest  fit ;  O  had  I  lived  at  the  time 
when  thou  wast  upon  earth,  perhaps  thou  wouldst 
have  allowed  me  to  sit  at  thy  feet  like  Mary. 
Blessed  Lord,  when  shall  I  behold  thy  glorious 
face  ?  when  shall  I  approach  thy  presence  ?  LiCt 
me  claim  a  share  in  thy  divine  promises,  a  disci- 
ple's share.  Grant  me  thy  peace  while  I  remain 
in  this  world ;  prepare  for  me  a  mansion  in  the 
kingdom  of  thy  heavenly  Father.  May  I  be 
amongst  those  whom  thou  wilt,  at  thy  second 
coming,  own  as  thy  most  faithful  servant !  Lord, 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee !  thou  knowest  that 
with  gratitude  unutterable,  I  am  sensible  of  thine 
infinite  compassion  to  a  lost  race.  That  I  place 
my  whole  dependence  for  salvation  upon  thy 
merits.  Thou  knowest  how  earnestly  I  wish  to 
be  guided  constantly  by  the  Holy  Spirit ! 

O  Divine  Spirit!  Spirit  of  the  everlasting  Fa- 
ther !  Spirit  of  the  Son  of  God !  vouchsafe  to  de- 
scend upon  me !  my  heart  is  defiled  with  many 
sins,  but  it  wishes  to  be  cleansed ;  it  desires  to  be 
the  temple  of  thy  holy  residence ;  as  far  as  its 
weak  powers  can  do,  it  will  cast  out  every  thought 
and  desire  that  is  offensive  to  thy  holiness,  but 
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without  thy  aid  it  can  do  nothing.  Descend, 
divine  Spirit  t  Cleanse  and  purify  my  heart ; 
that  it  could  retain  the  purity  which  thou  bestow- 
est;  but  it  is  too  apt  to  resist  thy  godly  motions ; 
to  thee  I  now  resign  it ! 

Jan.  23.  AfYer  a  night  of  refreshing  sleep  1  am 
risen  from  my  bed  with  a  determination  to  pursue 
my  works  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  May  the 
blessing  of  the  Almighty,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ohost,  attend  me.  To  the  Providence  of  God  I 
fanmbly  commit  all  my  concerns  both  temporal 
and  spiritual. 

Jan.  29.  By  this  day's  post  I  had  a  most  ac- 
ceptable letter  from  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's', 
which  has  revived  my  hopes  concerning  my  pub- 
lications for  the  poor ;  my  heart  truly  rejoices  in 
the  hope  that  my  adorable  Saviour  has  hearkened 
to  my  humble  petitions,  and  that  he  will  graci- 
ously accept  the  offering  I  have  made  of  my  la- 
bours in  the  glorious  cause  of  his  religion.  I  can 
truly  say  that  I  have  more  delight  in  the  hope  of 
being  thus  owned  as  his  disciple,  than  I  could 
have  had  were  all  the  riches  and  honours  of  the 
world  bestowed  upon  me. 

O  beloved  Saviour,  continue  to  bless  me  with 
thy  favour ;  O  prosper  my  handy  work ;  employ 
me  in  thy  service;  thou  knowest  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  my  soul ;  thou  knowest  the  zeal  with  which 
my  heart  now  glows ;  if  there  be  any  sparks  of 
pride  and  vanity  mixed  with  it,  quench  Uiem  by 

*  Horsley. 


Usqr  Holy^  Spirit.  O  Umt  my  heart  xnay  be  piiri^ 
&ed  from  every  base  alloy  1  that  it  laay  be  \md^ 
filed !  Lord  Jesus  1  moat  fervently  do  I  desire  to 
assist  in  making  the  truths  of  thy  glorious  Goapel 
Jmown  to  the  poor ;  refuse  not  my  humble  sef  ^ 
vices ;  with  my  whole  heart  do  I  wish  to.  serve 
thee;  reject  not  my  humble  petitions  1  Lord,  I 
hope  I  am  not  higlnniiided ;  I  hope  I  do  not  oc^ 
cupy  myself  in  matters  that  are  too  high  for  me ; 
I  hope  I  already  understand  thy  precepts ;  but  I 
will  not  rest  here»  O  Lord ;  I  will  study  thy  word 
night  and  day»  to  qualify  myself  for  the  blessed 
work  I  desire  so  ardently  to  perform ;  I  will  not 
set  about  it  with  the  pride  of  human  reason,  but 
with  all  humility  of  mind,  praying  for  the  aid  of 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  I  will  banish  all  selfish  views ;  I 
will  strive  to  keep  my  heart  from  aspiring  after 
the  applauses  of  weak  mortals ;  I  will  endeavour 
to  keep  myself  from  being  lifted  up,  should  I  even 
obtain  the  praises  of  those  who  are  eminent  for 
piety  and  learning.  Lord,  I  know  thou  rejectest 
the  proud,  but  givest  grace  unto  the  humble.  I 
will  strive  to  be  humble  and  lowly;  may  my  en- 
deavours be  assisted  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  To  thee 
I  commit  my  cause,  O  blessed  Redeemer;  if 
thou  seest  fit  to  disappoint  my  hopes,  teach  me 
to  be  contented. 

Feb.  2.    For  the  three  last  days  I  have  been  so 
fuUy  occupied  with  writing  to  the  Bishop  of 


and  others,  concerning  my  books  for  the 

poor,  that  I  have  had  no  time  to  write  my  Jour- 
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nul ;  my  health  iu  the  mean  while  has  been  belief 
than  for  some  time  past,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that 
the  Society  for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge 
will  adopt  my  books.  But  it  is  still  a  doubt  with 
me,  whether  it  will  do  so  or  not,  though  they  go 
very  powerfully  recommended.  I  will  endeavour 
to  prepare  my  miod  for  a  disappointment.  But 
it  will  be  a  very  great  one,  for  my  scheme  wiib- 
oat  iu  aid,  will  fall  to  the  ground.  At  present,  I 
hope  my  mind  is,  in  respect  to  them,  in  a  very 
proper  temper:  I  hope  I  have  no  self-interested 
views  beyond  those  of  obtaining  the  approbation 
of  my  divine  Lord,  and  the  good  opinion  of  his 
faithful  servants.  I  trust  I  shall  not  be  lifted  up 
if  my  wishes  be  answered,  and  I  will  endeavour 
not  to  be  cast  down  should  they  be  frustrated. 
To  thee,  O  blessed  Saviour,  I  commit  my  cause; 
it  is  thy  honour  I  have  in  view.  O  vouchsafe  to 
accept  my  humble  services ! 

Feb.  5.  This  is  the  day  that  is  to  determine 
the  success  of  the  plan  I  have  formed  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  education  of  the  poor;  desirous 
as  I  un  that  it  should  be  adopted  by  the  Society 
for  Promoting  Christian  Knowledge,  I  feel  at  pre- 
sent very  calm  and  easy  about  it,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  continue  to  do  so ;  the  honour  of  my  Sa- 
viour, and  the  good  of  the  poor,  are  the  sole  ends 
1  have  iu  view.  O  mercifhl  Father,  vouchsafe  to 
bless  my  endeavours  to  assist  in  propagating  the 
Gospel  of  thy  dear  Son. 

Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour,  look  with  pity,-I 
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tiiott  kttinbly  beseech  fheot  on  me  thy  poor  weak 
discipler  Lord,  if  I  thought  I  was  acting  contrary 
to  my  duty  in  thus  indulging  my  regret  for  the  loss 
of  my  dear  departed  husband,  I  would  not  do  it. 
If  I  know  my  own  heart,  dear  as  this  affection  is 
to  it,  I  would  pluck  it  out  and  cast  it  from  me,  if 
it  rivaled  that  to  which  thou  hast  a  superior  claim. 
Diyine  Lord,  adorable  Saviour,  merciful  Re- 
deemer, Son  of  God,  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  in 
all  things  to  the  best  of  my  power.  O  vouchsafe 
to  bless  my  labours  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor, 
and  I  will  bid  adieu  to  every  indulgence  that  may 
interfere  with  the  exercise  of  them. 

O  eternal  and  all  merciful  Father,  I  acknow- 
ledge my  transgressions ;  I  am  sorry  fotthy  sins ; 
I  implore  thy  forgiveness  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

O  Lord  God  Almighty  send  down,  I  beseech 
thee,  thy  blessing  upon  my  dear  children.  O  keep 
them  stedfast  in  the  path  of  duty  by  thy  grace, 
and  if  any  should  swerve  from  it,  vouchsafe  to  call 
them  back  by  thy  restraining  and  correcting  grace. 
O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  preserve  from  all  the  pe- 
rils of  child-bearing  my  dear  daughter.  O  may  I 
with  joy  embrace  the  child  of  my  child.  If  it  sees 
the  lights  may  it  be  thine  from  the  hour  of  its 
birth. 

Feb.  15.  I  have  for  the  last  three  or  four  days 
been  occupied  with  my  writings  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  poor,  with  which  I  am  determined  to 
go  on,  notwithstanding  all  discouragements.    • 

be  thy  name,  O  Lord,  for  the  mercies 
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which  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  me  m  the  week 
past,  particularly  for  thy  great  goodness  to  my 
dear  son.  O  Lord,  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least 
of  all  thy  mercies.  I  feel  most  sensibly  thine  abun- 
dant kindness.  0  that  I  could  make  an  accepta- 
ble return.  1  do  not,  I  hope,  go  presumptuously 
out  of  the  way  of  thy  commandments,  though  I 
too  often  fall  into  sin,  I  love  thee  with  a  perfect 
heart,  serve  thee  with  a  willing  mind  ;  but  I  can- 
not always  pray  to  thee  as  I  wish  to  do,  1  cannot 
at  all  times  pour  forth  thy  praises  with  that  ar- 
dour which  becomes  thy  devoted  servant.  O 
Lord,  may  I  but  find  admittance  after  this  life  intQ 
the  kingdom  of  thy  dear  Son ;  and  I  will  join  with 
the  heavenly  host  in  those  divine  Hallelujahs  which 
are  sung  to  the  honour  of  thee  and  of  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain. 

O  blessed  Saviour,  Son  of  the  Father,  have 
compassion  upon  me !  Thou  knowest  the  weak- 
ness and  infirmity  of  my  heart.  Thou  knowest 
my  zeal  for  thy  service.  My  love  for  the  poor 
children  whom  I  wish  to  train  in  thy  faith  and  fear. 
My  true  regard  for  the  honour  of  thy  name.  Lord 
Jesus  have  compassion  upon  me ;  O  send  me 
strength  from  above ;  keep  alive  in  my  heart  the 
flame  of  devotion,  without  which  I  am  as  it  wera 
dead.  I  love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things 
that  are  in  the  world.  All  my  delight  is  in  the 
saints  that  are  upon  the  earth,  and  in  such  as  ex-* 
eel  in  virtue.  I  set  not  my  affections  on  things 
below,  but  upon  things  above ;  uposo  the  treasures 
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and  riches  of  thy  eternal  kingdom ;  of  that  king** 
dom  in  which  I  hope  to  see  the  glory  of  my  hea«> 
venly  Father;  to  behold  thy  &ice ;  to  dwell  with 
angels  and  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 
O  that  I  may  among  the  latter  find  my  dear  de* 
parted  husband  and  children  I  O  that  the  rest  of 
my  dear  family  who  are  now  sojourning  with  me 
upon  earth  may  be  finally  added  to  that  blessed 
society.  Lord,  that  we  may  attain  this  incon* 
ceivable  felicity,  vouchsafe  to  guide  and  direct  our 
steps  in  the  ways  of  godliness.  Send  to  us  thy 
Holy  Spirit  to  purify  and  sanctify  us,  to  strengthen 
and  comfort  us ! 

Blessed  Saviour,  thou  knowest  the  very  fervent 
desire  which  I  have  to  be  instrumental  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  thy  holy  religion.  If  I  am  a  fit  instru* 
ment,  vouchsafe  to  employ  me.  If  I  am  not,  en* 
due  me  with  patience  to  bear  the  disappointment. 
Never,  never  did  I  more  earnestly  desire  any  thing 
since  I  have  been  in  this  world,  than  to  contribute 
towards  the  improvement  of  the  children  of  the 
poor;  surely  thy  first  disciples  could  not  feel  a 
greater  desire ;  O  Lord  they  were  poor  illiterate 
men,  yet  so  far  firom  despising  them,  thou  didst 
bestow  upon  them  the  richest  spiritual  gifts.  I 
do  not  covet  such  endowments  as  theirs.  I  do  not 
expect  such  extraordinary  illumination.  I  only 
desire  to  instil  into  the  minds  of  the  young  and 
the  poor  those  doctrines  which  thy  apostles  have 
given  to  the  world  in  their  writings.  I  will  lay 
aside  all  pride  of  human  reason;  I  will  study  the 
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word  of  God,  and  hope  for  the  aid  of  the  Holjr 
Spirit  in  my  ftttenipts  to  explain  it.  Gracious 
God,  if  I  ask  any  thing  amiss,  forgive  me,  and 
grant  me  an  interest  in  the  atonement  which  thoo 
bast  made  for  the  sins  of  mankind.  —  —  — " 
—    —    —     —    —    —    —    —    —    —     — ^ 

I  hope  it  is  not  wrong  indulging  the  remem- 
brance of  my  dear  husband,  for  I  am  confident 
that  the  aflFection  I  feel  for  him  is  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  love  of  God.  It  is  pure  and  spi- 
ritual. If  I  did  not  think  bis  soul  was  righteous 
in  the  sight  of  God,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus 
Christ,  I  would  endeavour  to  wean  my  affections 
from  hira ;  but  if  death  is  only  the  introduction  to 
another  mode  of  existence,  which  I  shall  in  my 
turn  enter  upon,  and  the  mutual  love  we  felt  for 
each  other  was  such  as  ought  to  be  between  hus- 
band  and  wife,  why  should  I  try  to  obliterate  it  ? 
The  desire  to  rejoin  a  beloved  husband  is  an  ad* 
ditional  motive  to  endeavour  to  secure  the  happi- 
ness of  heaven.  And  how  is  this  to  be  secured  t 
This  I  very  well  know,  and  I  trust  I  ^lall  hith- 
fully  practise  it :  I  must  love  God  above  all 
things,  I  must  love  my  neighbour  as  myself. 

O  stupendous,  most  excellent  and  wonderfiil 
Jehovah  !  whether  I  contemplate  thee  as  Father, 
Son,  or  Holy  Ghost,  I  adore,  I  honour,  I  lov« 
thee  with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  soul,  and  wittb 
all  my  strength.  O  Lord,  how  great,  how  good^ 
how  wise,  how  powerful,  how  bountiful,  how  grftr 
ciou8>  how  merciful  art  thou !  my  soul  at  this 


301 

nutant  feeb  for  thee  smitimeiito  of  adoration, 
krre,  and  gratitude  inexpressible.  But  thou 
canst  see  it ;  O  how  earnestly  do  I  desire  to  ob-* 
taxQ  thy  fiiTour ;  how  do  I  hope  to  be  admitted 
hereafter  to  thy  glorious  presence ;  what  delight 
hare  I  in  thy  commandments  I  how  dearly  do  I 
prize  the  reyelations  of  thy  will ;  how  firmly  be- 
lieve in  thy  promises !  how  greatly  do  I  fear  thy 
threatenings !  Lord  I  most  earnestly  wish  to 
cast  out  of  my  heart  every  thing  that  is  offensive 
to  thee !  I  lament  that  I  cannot  at  all  times  keep 
up  the  flame  of  devotion  which  at  this  time  glows 
in  my  heart  But  alas  I  how  long  will  this  fervour 
of  devotion  last  ?  a  few  short  minutes  perhaps ; 
O  that  I  could  keep  it  eternally ;  surely  it  is  a 
foretaste  of  the  joys  of  heaven !  Merciful  and 
gracious  Father,  before  it  sinks  into  languor,  ac- 
cept my  thanksgivings  and  praises !  O  Lord  God 
of  hosts,  accept  the  praises  of  a  poor  weak  mor- 
tal ;  what  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is 
nothing  upon  earth  1  desire  in  comparison  of 
thee ;  glory  to  God  in  the  highest ! 

O  Lamb  of  God,  Son  of  the  Father,  graciously 
accept  my  praises  and  thanksgivings ;  thou  art 
great  and  glorious ;  begotten  of  the  Father  before 
all  worlds;  very  God  of  very  God;  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;  the  Saviour  and  Re- 
deemer of  a  lost  world ;  my  Lord  and  my  God, 
my  Saviour  and  Redeemer.  I  thank  thee,  O 
Ix>rd  most  mighty,  for  thy  goodness  in  redeeming 
m  lost  race.  I  thank  thee  for  the  pattern  of  perfect 
▼irtue  which  thou  gavest  in  human  nature.    I 


thank  thee  for  causing  the  Gospel  to  be  written.  1 
thank  thee  for  the  comfortable  hopes  I  derive  from 
that  blessed  Gospel.  I  thank  thee  for  the  honoar 
thou  hast  bestowed  on  me  in  allowmg  me  to  be  in- 
strumental in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  it.  0 
continue  to  me  thy  loving-kindness  ;  vouchsafe  to 
accept  my  services;  employ  me,  blessed  Lord,  I 
most  humbly  beseech  thee  ;  O  cast  me  not  oflF; 
turn  not  away  thine  ear  from  my  humble  peti- 
tion. Lord,  if  faith  can  recommend  me,  i  tnut 
1  shall  find  acceptance  ;  Lord,  I  as  firmly  believe 
all  that  is  recorded  in  Scriptiu-e  concerning  thee 
as  if  1  had  been  an  eye-witness  of  it.  Every 
word  that  thou  hast  made  known  concerning  the 
redemption  of  mankind  1  as  firmly  believe  aa  I 
believe  that  1  am  now  alive ;  !  see  them  all  as 
realities  with  my  mind's  eye.  O  according  to  my 
faith  be  it  unto  me  ! 

O  divine  Spirit !  my  faith  in  thee  is  equsd  to 
that  which  I  feel  respecting  the  Father  and  the 
Son.  I  believe  that  there  is  a  Holy  Spirit  as 
firmly  as  I  believe  that  I  have  a  soul.  I  believe 
that  thou  art  the  Sanctifier  and  Comforter ;  how- 
hast  thou  renewed,  refreshed,  sanctified,  and  com- 
forted me ;  bat  let  me  remember  that  &ith  with- 
out works  is  dead :  adorable  Trinity !  in  whose 
name  I  was  baptized,  whatever  woib  thou  re- 
qoirest  of  me  I  will  strive  to  do.  I  w^l  obey 
thee,  O  Father,  I  will  honour  thee,  O  Sou ;  I 
wUl  yield  myself  to  thy  guidance,  O  Holy  Ghost; 
nay  I  be  enabled  to  fulfil  these  resoluticm ;  auy 
1  improTO  by  diTiue  grace  in  every  C^ristiui  vhrttw« 


'  Htt?ii9  grayed'  for  rxtpeV,  I  noW  presrnAie  to 
offer  my  intereenskms  for  my  dear  fieaiiily.  A  hus-^ 
band  I  no  longer  hare :  but  he  wants  hot  the 
jM^yers  of  a  poor  mortal.  O  Lord,  I  beseech 
thee  to  bless  my  dear  children ;  preserye-  them 
fiH>m  all  eril,  particularly  fironi  sin.  Let  not  one 
of  them  be  drawn  away  from  thee ;  give  to  every 
one  of  them  grace  to  serve  and  obey  thee ;  with- 
draw their  minds  from  earthly  trifles,  and  fix 
them  upon  heavenly  things.  Lord,  with  relnc- 
tance  I  quit  this  holy  exercise ;  this  delightful 
cxrcupation  t  this  heavenly  work  t  O  while  I  pray 
^th  my  family  keep  up  tiiis  spirit  of  devotion. 

March  5.  Gracious  Father,  I  most  humbly  be- 
seech thee  to  prosper  the  journey  I  am  about  to 
undertake,  and  permit  me  to  return  in  health  and 
safety  to  my  dear  family  ;  and  O,  during  my  ab- 
sence from  them,  bless  and  preserve  my  dear  chil- 
dren, that  we  may  have  a  happy  meeting ;  par- 
don the  tears  that  now  fall  at  the  recollection  of 
my  last  sorrowful  journey  when  I  dreaded  to 
meet  the  dear  afflicted  Father  of  my  children ; 
when  I  returned  without  a  beloved  son  whom  I 
had  taken  to  Margate.  But  I  will  not  give  way 
to  uiMtvailitig  regrets.  My  dear  child,  and  my  dear 
husband,  I  hope  and  trust  are  out  of  the  reach 
of  pain  and  sorrow.  For  them  it  would  be  sinful 
to  grieve,  and  my  own  portion  of  sorrow  I  must 
stxiw  to  bear  with  patience,  looking  forward 
t^  the  eternal  world  where  all  is  peacie  and  joy. 
Whfsrever  I  go,  or  whatever  htfelh  me,  I  wffi' 


II  304  ■ 

strive  to  act  as  becomes  a  child  of  God,  the  mem- 
ber of  Christ,  the  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  o  f 
heavea :  glorious  titles  t  inestimable  privileges ! 
what  are  the  trifles  of  this  world  in  comparison  oT 
these! 

Blessed  Saviour,  I  humbly  beseech  thee  to  ao- 
cept  of  ray  labours,  and  give  efficacy  to  them. 
Thou  knowest  how  I  honour  thee,  and  how  I  love 
the  poor.     O  give  me  the  blessing  of  a  disciple. 

March  16.  Upon  my  return  firom  Christ  church 

I  found  my  dear  H but  very  indifferent  j 

he  is  now  better,  but  he  has  symptoms  of  con- 
sumption which  alarm  me  very  much.  O  Lord,  I 
implore  thy  mercy  and  compassion  in  behalf  of 
my  dear  child,  now  afflioted  with  sickness; 
vouchsafe  to  restore  him  if  thou  seest  ht  to  per- 
fect health.  O  forgive  the  wish  of  a  widowed 
mother,  that  I  may  no  more  experience  the  bitter 
pangs  of  losing  a  diild  I  but  thy  will  not  mine  be 
done  \  whether  he  live  or  die  I  trust  he  will  be 
thine  evermore ! 

March  17.  Almighty  God,  merciful  Father, 
what  felicities  hast  thou  provided  for  beings  who 
in  comparison  of  thee  are  nothing ;  and  is  it  pos- 
sible that  such  an  insignificant  creature  as  I  am 
can  be  the  object  of  divine  regard  ?  Is  it  possible 
that  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  Universe 
will  allow  such  a  creature  to  call  him  Father ;  to 
look  to  him  for  blessings  in  this  world;  to  hope 
to  be  admitted  to  his  presence  in  heaven  ?  Willi 
these  hopes  what  should  be  my  conduct  upon 
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earth  ?  what  miist  I  do  to  shew  my  gratitude  for 
the. abundant  kindness  of  an  eternal  God?  O 
Lord»  heavenly  Father,  I  am  yery  sensible  that  of 
myself  I  am  not  able  to  please  thee.  I  know  and 
feel  my  imperfections. 

3  Blessed .  Saviour,  vonchsafe  to  intercede  for 
Hie.  To  thee  I  fly.  If  I  had  not  thy  merits  to 
depend  upon,  what  would  become  of  me  4  mi- 
serable sinner ;  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me  t 
have  mercy  upon  me  I  speak  peace  to  my  troubled 
soul.  O  that  I  could  get  the  better  of  every  sin 
and  every,  infirmity !  that  I  could  do  the  will  of 
my.  Father  which  is  in  heaven  as  it  is  done  by 
the  angels«  O  that  I  may  be  admitted  among 
them!  that!  may  be  allowed  to  approach  the 
throne  of  God  ;  that  I  may  behold  thee  my  di* 
vine  Redeemer.  O  that  I  may  be  received  by 
thee  as  a  true  and  faithful  disciple..  I  will  strive 
to  be  faithful  till  death.  May  I  attain  to  the 
crown  of  life.  Accept  my  services,  O  Lord,  I 
offer  them  with  an  humble  mind,  not  in  the  pride 
of  human  reason ! 

O  Lord  God  Almiglity,  I  now  feel  that  venera- 
tion which  becomes  a  rational  creature  when  ad- 
dressing thee,  the  Lord  of  glory.  My  spirit  hum- 
bles itself  before  thee ;  in  all  humility  acknow- 
ledging thine  infinite  greatness,  and  my  own  in- 
significance ;  how  wonderful,  how  great,  how  ex- 
cellent art-thou,  the  Creator,  the  Governor,  the 
Preserver  of  thousands  of  worlds!  perhaps  of 
myriads  and  myriads  of  intelligent  beings  beyond 


the  reach  of  thought  I  O  Lord,  I  love  thee  with 
all  my  heart.  Merciful  Father,  1  am  sensible  of 
tbioe  abundant  kindness ;  1  desire  to  be  obedient 
to  thy  heavenly  will.  It  is  a  real  and  a  deep  afflic- 
tion to  me  to  be  conscious  that  I  do  not  fulfil  it 
better.  Bat,  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  the  great 
infirmities  of  my  own  nature ;  thou  knowest  how 
the  earthly  body  presses  down  the  soul  that 
muses  upon  many  things ;  and  I  have  many 
things  to  muse  upon.  May  thy  Spirit  help  my 
infirmities  ;  may  thy  mercy  pardon  my  omissions 
and  deficiencies  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

Blessed,  divine,  beloved  Savour,  look  with  thy 
usual  benignity  upon  me  thy  faithful  disciplej 
Lord  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.  Cast  ma 
not  away  from  thy  presence,  but  draw  me  nearer 
to  thyself.  Let  rae  have  the  comfort  of  being 
united  to  thee.  Send  to  me  thy  Holy  Spirit ;  O 
Lord  leave  me  to  myself;  and  O  that  thoo 
wouldeat  be  pleased  to  strengthen  me  to  pursue 
my  work,  and  prosper  my  labours.  Lord  there 
is  no  honour  upon  earth  I  desire  so  much  as  to 
be  among  thy  chosen  servants ;  the  teachers  of 
thy  glorious  Gospel.  O  grant  to  me  the  longingf 
desire  of  my  heart ;  make  me  instrumental  to  tbft 
improvement  of  the  rising  generation  of  the  poor; 
let  me  feed  thy  lambs  with  heavenly  food ;  thou 
knowest,  blessed  Lord,  how  I  love  thee ;  thou 
knowest  how  highly  I  esteem  thy  word  and  doc- 
trines. Lord  I  would  think  no  labour  too  great 
to  accomplish  the  design  1  have  undertaken ;  I 
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will  persist  in  defiance  of  difficulties,  if  thon  Will 
touchsdfe  to  strengthen  me ;  but  I  am  very  weak 
l>oth  in  body  and  mind.  O  that  I  may  recover 
my  strength  before  I  go  hence  and  am  no  mord 
Seen.  O  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  shew  thy 
glory  to  this  generation,  and  leave  behind  me  a 
memorial  of  it  for  those  who  are  yet  for  to  come» 
Divine  Friend  of  human  souls,  thou  knowest  the 
cares  which  at  present  assail  me.  Thanksgivingii 
a  thousand  times  repeated  be  offered  to  tiiee  fot 
that  tranquillity  which  I  now  enjoy  in  the  midst 
of  them*  This  can  be  nothing  less  than  the  peace 
of  Cod  which  passeth  ail  understanding,  that 
peace  which  thou  didst  bequeath  to  thy  faithful 
disciples   before  thou  didst  leave   this   worid. 


I  am  not  eager  after  worldly  gain ;  my  desires 
are  fixed  on  heavenly  treasures.  The  trifles  of 
this  world  cannot  satisfy  an  immortal  soul.  I 
look  forward  to  the  joys  that  are  set  before  me. 
0  that  I  may  for  the  sake  of  them  patiently  en- 
dure the  various  evils  which  I  must  encounter  in 
the  road  to  them ;  and  can  I  reasonably  hope 
that  laden  as  I  am  with  sins  and  infirmities,  I 
shall  rise  to  the  heavenly  regions,  to  the  abode  of 
angels,  to  the  presence  of  God  ?  O  yes,  praised 
be  thy  goodness,  adorable  Redeemer,  thou  hast 
loosened  the  burden  of  my  sins,  thou  hast  borne 
my  infirmities,  thou  hast  made  the  requisite 
atonement,  thou  hast  washed  me  in  thy  most 
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precious  blood.     If  I  continue  faithful  tilt  death, 

thou  wilt  give  me  the  robe  of  righteousness.     I  \ 

shall  for  thv  sake  be  iustified  in  the  sicht  of  mv    ' 


shall  for  thy  sake  be  justified  in  the  sight  of  my 
heavenly  Father.  I  shall  receive  the  crown  ^ 
glory ;  I  shall  be  put  in  possession  of  an  heavenly 
inheritance  ;  I  shall  be  happy  with  thee  to  all 
eternity. 

Blessing  and  honour,  and  power  and  domi- 
nion, be  ascribed  unto  thee,  O  divine  Saviour, 
adorable  Jesus,  Son  of  the  Father !  Lamb  of  God  I 
for  thou  art  worthy  to  receive  them  ! 

Lord,  if  I  am  solicitous  that  all  the  world 
should  do  thee  homage,  still  more  anxious  am  I 
that  all  belonging  to  me  should  be  among  thy 
most  faithful  servants.  May  the  blessed  Spirit  fiU 
their  hearts  with  holy  love,  and  fortify  them 
against  the  delusions  of  Satan.  May  none  of 
those  whom  I  have  brought  into  the  world  fix 
their  affections  on  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  it ! 
let  them  act  and  think  as  becomes  the  citizens  of 
thy  heavenly  kingdom !  and  O,  if  I  have  the  com- 
fort of  seeing  my  children's  children,  may  they 
also  grow  up  in  ^y  faith  and  fear ! 

March  30.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  recollect 
all  the  transactions  of  the  last  week.  I  cannot 
take  account  of  all  my  thoughts,  words,  and  ac- 
tions, even  during  the  short  period  of  seven  days ; 
nay,  I  should  find  it  difficult  to  recal  to  my  re- 
membrance those  of  a  single  day.  Yet  they 
are  all  recorded  in  heaven,  and  will  be  brought 
fiirth  at  the  last  day  to  my  everlasting  comfort,  if 
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they  have  been  pleasing  to  God ;  to  my  etermd 
shame  and  misery  if  they  have  been  wilfaDy 
perverse  and  contrary  to  the  divine  command- 
ments. Of  an  habitual  course  of  wickedneit^ 
thanks  to  divine  grace  my  conscience  acquits 
me ;  but  in  the  course  of  seven  days  I  commit 
numberless  sins  and  offences ;  I  do  many  things 
that  I  ought  not  to  do ;  I  leave  undone  many 
things  that  I  ought  to  have  done.  O  that  I  could 
recollect  them  individually,  that  I  might  confess 
them  to  my  heavenly  Father.  Lord,  I  do  not 
desire  to  cloak  my  offences  before  thy  face.  I 
know  that  my  heart  is  ever  open  to  thy  all*seeing 
eye.  I  know  that  I  can  hide  nothing  from  thee ; 
nor  would  I  deny  my  faults  if  it  were  possible 
to  conceal  them  from  thy  knowledge.  When  I 
have  offended  against  thy  holy  laws,  all  that  I 
can  do  is  to  repent  of  my  sins,  and  confess  them 
with  a  truly  penitent  heart,  and  implore  thy  par- 
don for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

Lord,  thou  seest  the  gratitude  of  my  heart 
which  I  cannot  find  words  to  express.  How  true 
and  faithful  are  thy  promises!  how  just  are  all 
thy  ways !  O  Lord,  I  praise,  I  bless,  I  magnify 
thy  name,  for  all  thy  goodness  to  me  and  mine. 
Almighty  Friend  of  the  widow  and  fatherless,  I 
thank  thee  with  my  whole  heart !  No  worldly 
affairs,  no  anxious  care  shall  find  admittance  to 
my  breast;  I  commit  my  cause  to  thee.  I  know 
that  thou  wilt  order  all  things  for  the  best.  O 
Lord,  and  can  it  be  possible  that  the  Governor  of 


the  universe ;  the  Creator  of  millions  of  worlds, 
will  condescend  to  direct  even  the  worldly  con- 
cerns of  a  weak  mortal  ?  O  yes,  not  a  sparrow 
falls  to  the  ground  without  him ;  the  very  hairs 
of  our  head  are  all  numbered ;  he  constantly 
watches  over  his  faithful  servants ;  he  will  not 
suffer  the  wicked  to  approach  to  hurt  them  ;  O 
the  felicity  of  having  such  a  Being  for  a  Friend ! 
O  the  misery  of  having  such  an  one  for  an 
Avenger !  Lord,  thou  knowest  how  greatly  I  love 
and  honour  thee.  I  love  thee  above  all  things, 
even,  as  I  trust,  more  than  Ufe  itself.  I  think  1 
could  lay  down  my  life  willingly  rather  than  lose 
thy  divine  favour.  Lord,  I  fear  thee  as  much  as  I 
love  thee.  I  would  not  willingly  throw  off  my 
obedience  to  thy  laws  for  all  this  world  can  give. 
Lord,  I  honour  thee  with  my  whole  heart.  What 
have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none 
upon  earth  that  I  desire  in  comparison  of  thee. 
How  insignificant  do  all  that  is  called  great  and 
honourable  in  this  world  appear  in  comparison  of 
thee,  who  art  the  Author  of  all  that  is  truly  great 
and  good  !  not  only  my  own  worldly  affairs,  but 
the  cause  of  the  poor  which  I  have  engaged  in, 
do  1  confide  to  thee.  O  Lord,  not  for  my  own 
gratification  do  I  strive  to  gain  the  approbation 
of  the  learned,  but  as  1  trust  with  the  sole  view 
of  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  among 
the  poor.  If  at  any  time  thou  seest  the  least  spark 
of  vanity  or  vain-glory  arising  in  my  mind,  quench 
it  instantly  by  thy  Spirit.  O  keep  me  humble. 
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Lord^  I  am  truly  sensible  of  my  own  weakness 
and  deficiency. 

April29.     —    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

Merciful  Father!  God  of  all  power,  goodness,  and 
holiness :  I  have  confessed  my  sins  unto  thee  as 
ikr  as  I  can  call  them  to  remembrance;  but  I  am 
conscious  that  numberless  offences  remain  buried 
in  forgetfulness.  O  that  I  could  call  them  every 
one  to  mind  t  That  I  could  confess  them  sepa- 
rately, but  this  I  am  unable  to- do.  I  trust  and 
hope  that  they  were  sins  of  infirmity,  and  that 
thou,  in  thy  infinite  compassion,  hast  vouchsafed 
to  pardon  them  for  the  sake  of  thy  dear  Son,  who 
came  into  the  world  to  expiate  the  offences  of  that 
sinful  race,  to  which  I  belong.  Surely,  O  gracious 
God,  the  peace  and  serenity  I  feel  at  this  instant 
is  an  earnest  of  thy  divine  favour.  Suffer  me  not 
to  deceive  myself.  Lord,  if  I  know  my  own 
heart,  I  love,  I  fear,  I  reverence,  I  adore  thee  most 
fervently  and  unfeignedly.  Never  am  I  so  truly 
happy  as  when  I  can  shake  off  worldly  cares, 
and  address  myself  to  thee  with  recollection  of 
mind. 

May  16.  This  is  the  anniversary  of  that  sad 
day  which  made  a  fatal  separation  betwixt  me 
and  my  dear  husband.  Yesterday  I  thought  of 
the  last  day  of  my  dear  husband's  life,  and  when 
I  went  to  bed  expected  that  the  recollection  of  the 
parting  scene  would  keep  my  thoughts  waking 
throughout  the  night.  I  expected  that  I  should 
water  my  widowed  pillow  with  my  tears,  but  far 
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ollicrwise:  1  feit  such  inward  assurances  that  ihc 
dear  departed  was  removed  to  a  happier  state,  that 
I  could  not  lament  liis  loss;  and  in  a  short  time  I 
sunk  into  a  sweet  and  peaceful  repose,  which  con- 
tinued till  the  morning.  I  rose  betwixt  six  and 
se\'en  with  great  serenity  of  mind.  I  have  re- 
solved, if  possible,  to  avoid  the  interruption  of 
company,  and  to  spend  my  time  this  day  in  reli- 
gious meditations,  and  in  paying  a  tribute  of  gra- 
titude to  the  memory  of  my  dear  husband. 

O  merciful  Father,  I  address  myself  unto  thy 
divine  Majesty,  with  a  thankful  and  a  grateful 
heart.  '  How  faithful  are  thy  promises,  O  Lord  i 
How  true  is  thy  word  A  father  to  the  fatherless, 
and  a  husband  to  the  widow,  art  thou  most  assu- 
redly in  thy  holy  habitation !  Thou  sawest  fit, 
O  Lord,  by  a  sudden  stroke  of  Providence,  to 
take  from  my  dear  children  one  of  the  best  and 
tenderest  of  earthly  parents ;  from  me,  one  of  the 
most  affectionate  and  faithful  of  husbands :  but  in 
the  very  instant  at  which  he  was  struck  by  the  dart 
of  death,  thy  sustaining  hand  was  extended  to  us, 
thy  comforts  were  poured  into  our  souls!  I  fell 
on  my  knees  before  thee,  and  implored  thee  to 
enable  me  to  do  my  duty,  in  that  state  of  life  to 
which  thou  wert  pleased  to  call  me.  I  hope  and 
trust  that  I  have  hitherto  conducted  myself  in  my 
widowhood  agreeably  to  thy  holy  will,  as  far  as 
the  great  infirmity  of  my  nature  would  admit. 
Lord,  if  I  have  thus  done  my  duty,  I  ascribe  it 
entirely  to  thy  grace  and  goodness :  to  thy  name 
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be  the  glory.  Vouchsafe  to  accept  my  sincere 
and  hearty  thanksgiYuigs  for  thme  abundant  kmd* 
ness  to  me^  thine  unworthy  servant 

O  Lord^  when  troubles  encompassed  me  aboutt 
when  the  dear  partner  of  all  my  joys  and  sorrows, 
with  whom  I  had  lived  for  more  than  half  my  life, 
lay  before  me  a  lifeless  corpse,  how  could  I  have 
supported  my  soul  without  thy  all-powerful  aid  t 
Alas,  it  would  have  been  too  much  for  humanity 
to  bear ;  but  sustained  by  thy  grace^  thoughts  such 
as  these  presented  themselves  to  my  mind — ''The 
body  that  is  now  decaying,  will  give  place  to  the 
spiritual  body,  which,  through  the  mercy  of  Christ 
Jesus,  shall  rise  inincorruption,  adorned  with  eter- 
nal beauty.  The  soul  still  lives,  it  has  escaped 
from  a  world  of  cares,  it  shall  no  more  feel  the 
pangs  of  sorrow,  the  bitterness  of  grief ;  it  is  en- 
tered on  a  better  state  of  existence,  it  will  be 
cleansed  from  all  impurities  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,  that  was  slain  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world.'*  Full  of  reflections  like  these,  the  genuine 
fruits  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  O  merciful  Father,  as  I 
humbly  trust,  I  was  enabled  to  kneel  by  the  body 
of  my  beloved,  and  to  pray  with  resignation. 

When  I  retired  at  night  to  my  widowed  bed, 
I  shed  many  tears,  it  is  true ;  but  they  relieved 
my  heart,  and  when  I  offered  up  my  fervent  sup- 
plications to  thee,  O  God  of  mercy,  what  conso- 
lation didst  thou  instantly  afford  me!  O  never, 
never  let  me  lose  the  remembrance  of  thy  tran- 
ecendant  goodness.     My  heart  now  swells  with 
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gratitude  too  great  for  expression.  Thou,  O  Lord, 
canst  behold  it  O  may  it  be  acceptable  to  theel 
Some  bitter  pangs  I  experienced  it  is  true;  but 
how  were  they  softened  by  thy  tender  love !  O 
Lord,  I  acknowledge  that  thou  didst  show  to- 
wards me  the  kindness  of  a  heavenly  Father. 
Praised  and  adored  be  thy  glorious  name,  for  thy 
unspeakable  mercies.  1  would  declare  them,  but  I 
they  are  more  than  1  am  able  to  express. 

Saviour  of  the  world,  blessed  Jesus,  beloved   I 
Redeemer!   how  graciously  didst  thou  fulfil  thy   | 
promises,  made  to  thy  disciples  in  thy  tender  love  t 
extoifiied  to  me  in  this  time  of  my  affliction.  Thoa  I 
sawest  the  trouble  of  my  mind,  and  didst  gract*   < 
ously  calm  my  soul.  I  felt  as  if  thou  hadst  spoken  I 
to  me  the  words  of  consolation,  which  the  Gospel   | 
affords.     I  came  to  thee  when  I  was  heavy  laden, 
and  thou  didst  re&esh  me  abundantly.    What  am 
I,  that  the  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  the  eternal 
Son  of  the  eternal  Father,  should  so  regard  me? 
O  Lord,  thou  givest  grace  to  the  humble,  thou 
knowest  the  humility  of  my  soul :  I  ascribe  all  to 
thy  unmerited  goodness ! 

Gracious  Father,  how  great  were  thy  consola- 
tions when  I  first  saw  my  fatherless  children :  not 
giving  way  to  immoderate  sorrow,  but  resigning- 
their  minds  to  thy  dispensations,  striving  to  sup- 
port me  and  each  other.  How  did  I  rejoice  in  the 
midst  of  my  afflictions,  that  thou  hadst  given  them 
good  dispositions,  and  that  thou  didst  give  me 
grace  to  impart  the  knowledge  of  religion  to  them 
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IB  their  eailieBt  years.  Godofallmeroi^sl  voucb* 
safe  to  receiye  my  mosi  humble,  grateful,  and  fer* 
vent  thanksgivings  for  the  inyaluable  blessing  of 
good  and  dutiful  children*  O  may  the  present 
generation  of  my  beloved  offspring  continue  in 
thy  {jedth  and  fear,  while  they  Uve  upon  earth,  and 
may  they  be  admitted  to  thy  kingdom  and  glory 
hereafter  1  And  may  succeeding  generations,  if 
any  proceed  from  them,  tread  in  the  same  bright 
path,  and  attain  the  same  ultimate  bliss  1  O  mer* 
cifiil  Father,  adorable  Saviour!  Spirit  of  Sancti* 
fication,  preserve  my  whole  race  from  the  temptar 
lions  of  the  evil  one.  Let  none  of  them  be  sepa^ 
rated  from  thy  fold.  If  any  unhappily  stray,  bring 
them  back,  O  shepherd  of  Israel,  bring  them  back, 
and  finally  restore  them. 

This  day  finishes  the  first  year  of  my  widow- 
hood :  one  year  have  I  lived  without  the  society 
of  my  beloved  husband;  but  my  gratitude  for  his 
kindness  is  unabated.  I  lived  with  him  nearly 
thirty  years ;  and  they  were  the  happiest  years  of 
my  Ufe,  though  embittered  by  many  cares.  Ne« 
ver  more  shall  I  experience  such  days  upon  earth. 
However,  I  repine  not  at  the  will  of  heaven.  It 
was  doubtless  best  for  me  that  I  should  be  afflicted, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  that  it  was  a  mercy  to  him 
to  be  relieved  from  the  pains  and  sorrows  of  this 
world.  I  cannot  think  that  we  are  separated  for 
ever. 

I  must  strive  to  recal  the  image  of  my  dear  hus- 
band to  my  remembrance.    Never  may  I  lose  the 
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recollection  of  his  placid,  bis  tender,  his  affec- 
tionate look,  when  he  thought  I  had  done  some- 
thing worthy  of  praise  and  commendation.     O  cs« 
I  ever  forget  the  kind  expressions  he  so  frequently  i 
used  towards  me.     I  reflect  with  delight  inexpre*  | 
sible  on  the  repeated  assurances  he  gave  me,  thai  | 
I  had  done  my  duty  as  a  wife  in  an  acceptable  J 
manner.     I  held  him  in  high  esteem :  I  would  not,  j 
have  grieved  him  willingly.     I  will  strive  by  atten-  4 
tion  to  my  children,  and  to  all  to  whom  he  would  fl 
have  wished  me  to  be  attentive,  to  make  the  best  | 
return  in  my  power.     He,  I  trust,  is  removed  to  . 
a  state  in  which  my  poor  services  could  make  ut  | 
addition  to  his  happiness.    My  company  is  no 
loss  to  him :  yet  I  hope  he  will  be  glad  to  me^  J 
with  me  again.     O  that  it  may  be  my  lot  to  pass  1 
an  eternity  with  him  in  the  regions  of  bliss !  ^ 

My  health  has  been  but  indifferent  for  some 
days.  The  fears  of  sudden  death  have  frequently 
assailed  me;  but,  I  thank  God,  I  have  no  dread 
of  an  hereafter.  I  trust  whenever  my  Lord  comes, 
he  will  find  me  watching :  a  profitable  servant  I 
cannot  be,  but  I  hope  I  am  ^faithful  one. 

O  great  and  glorious  Lord  God  Almighty,  Maker 
of  every  thing  in  heaven  and  earth,  I  adore  thee 
with  the  most  profound  veneration.  I  acknow- 
ledge thine  infinite  goodness  and  compassion:  I 
implore  thy  forgiveness  of  all  my  sins ;  1  humble 
myself  before  thee,  confessing  my  unworthiness. 
O  Lord  vouchsafe  to  accept  me  for  my  Re- 
deemer's sake. 
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Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour,  Son  of  the  evw-* 
lasting  Father,  receive^  I  beseech  thee,  the  willing 
homage  of  a  heart  most  zealously  devoted  to  thy 
service.  Vouchsafe  to  own  me,  blessed  Lord,  as 
thy  disciple,  as  thy  handmaid.  Reject  me  not,  I 
earnestly  beg.  My  cause  is  in  thy  hands.  O 
deign  to  prosper  it. 

Spirit  of  Sanctification,  vouchsafe  to  descend 
upon  me:  I  open  my  heart  to  receive  thee.  O 
that  it  may  become  the  temple  of  thy  abode! 
Whatever  tiiou  findest  amiss  in  it,  cleanse  and 
purify  by  thy  all  sanctifying  grace.  Strengthen 
me,  blessed  Spirit,  to  do  my  duty.  O  leave  me 
not  to  myself,  lest  I  go  astray  from  the  right  path. 

O  holy,  blessed,  and  glorious  Trinity,  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  shed  thy  gracious  benedic- 
tion upon  me  and  my  family.  Preserve  us  from 
the  dangers  and  temptations  of  the  world.  De- 
fend and  protect  us  from  all  our  enemies,  spiri- 
tual and  temporal;  and,  finally,  conduct  us  to 
thine  eternal  kingdom.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee 
particularly  to  preserve  my  dear  daughter  through 
all  the  perils  of  child-bearing,  and  make  her  in 
due  time  the  joyful  mother  of  a  hopeful  child,  that 
it  may  be  among  thy  chosen  people ! 

June  19.  Yesterday  the  long  suspended  affair, 
relating  to  my  books  for  charity-schools,  was  de- 
termined. The  Society  for  Promoting  Christian 
Knowledge  have  adopted  them,  and  I  have  the 
greatest  reason  in  the  world  to  believe  that  they 
will  be  widely  circulated.     I  will  proceed  with 
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humility  and  zeal,  exerting  my  best  abilities,  re-  i 
joicing  in  the  favour  of  the  Lord,  not  coveting  the 
applauses  of  mankind.  t 


It  has  already  been  noticed,  that  Mrs.  Trimmer- 
was  honoured  by  the  approbation  of  several  of  the 
Dignitaries  of  the  Church,  and  one  letter  from  the 
venerable  Bishop  of  London  has  been  inserted  in' 
these  pages.  The  following  letter  will  evince  that 
she  was  happy  enough  to  retain  the  good  opinion 
of  his  Lordship.  In  the  year  1803,  he  gave  \ 
convincing  proof  of  it,  by  bestowing  the  living  of 
HestoQ  upon  one  of  her  sons,  who  had  entered  a 
short  time  before  into  the  Church.  The  kind  and 
condescending  manner  in  which  this  favour  wa« 
conferred,  and  the  regard  the  good  Bishop  paid 
to  the  comfort  of  Mrs.  Trimmer,  by  placing  her 
son  near  her,  more  than  doubled  the  obligation, 
and  was  indelibly  impressed  on  her  heart,  and  on 
the  hearts  of  all  those  belonging  to  her. 


Madam, 


TO  MRS.  TRIMMER. 

FuHmm,  Juiu  20. 


Be  pleased  to  accept  my  best  thanks  for  your 
very  valuable  and  obliging  present  At  my  lei- 
sure I  shall  look  over  all  your  tracts  with  care ; 
but  from  wh^  little  I  hare  been  already  able  to 
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read  of  tfaem^  they  appear  to  me  extremely  well 
calculated  to  answer  the  pious  and  benerolent 
purposes  you  have  in  view.  The  youth  of  this 
country  are  under  infinite  obligations  to  you  for 
the  pains  yon  have  taken  in  various  ways  to  instil 
the  principles  of  true  religion  into  their  hearts : 
and  I  am  particularly  happy  that  my  Diocese  is 
likely  to  be  so  much  benefited  by  your  instrud-^ 
tions.  That  God  may  give  his  blessing  to  your 
laudable  exertions  in  so  good  a  cause,  is  the  sin- 
cere prayer  oi. 

Madam, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  Servant, 

B.  London. 

The  high  estimation  in  which  the  writings  of 
Bishop  Uorsley  are  held,  render  any  apologies 
for  the  introduction  of  the  letter  alluded  to  in  the 
diary  of  Mrs.  Trimmer  unnecessary,  since  all  re- 
spect the  opinions  of  so  able  a  divine,  on  a  sub- 
ject of  Christian  education. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Madam, 

I  have  too  long  delayed  to  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  favour  of  the  17th,  and  the 
tracts  that  accompanied  it.  The  good  intention 
of  them  speaks  sufficiently  for  itself;  and  from 

the  general  reputation  of  your  writings  in  the 
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world,  I  have  ho  doubt  of  the  ability  of  the  exfr- 
cotion.     I  have  looked  into  them,  and  am  happy 
to  find  observations  opoo  the  education  of  tho 
children  of  tlie  poor,  which  very  much  coincide 
with  my  own  opinions.  I  am  particularly  pleased 
with  the  attestation  of  a  person  of  your  expe- 
rience to  the  practicability  of  teaching  the  poorest 
children  the  whole  of  the  Christian  Religion.    I 
have  long  been  persuaded,  that  if  the  attempt  to 
give  them  that  instruction  fail,  it  must  be  owing 
to  some  impropriety  or  defect  in  the  manner  of 
conveying  it.     For  it  was  not  by  scraps  of  mo- 
rality, with  the  aid  of  the  single  doctrine  o(  a  fu- 
ture retribution,  but  by  unfolding  the  whole  mys- 
tery of  godliness  to  the  common  people,  that  the 
first  preachers  of  the  Gospel  produced  so  won- 
derful a  change  in  the  manners  of  the  whole 
world.     I  have  put  the  tracts  you  sent  me  into 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Society,  and 
have  told  him  that  I  shall  attend  at  the  next  ge- 
neral board  (which  sits  to-morrow  sen'night)  to 
consider  of  the  expediency  of  putting  them  upon 
the  Society's  Lists.     In  general,  I  know  the  So- 
ciety is  averse  to  the  swelling  of  its  catalogue 
with  a  variety  of  works  of  one  sort. 
I  am.  Madam, 
With  great  esteem  and  respect. 
Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 
Samuel  St.  Davids. 

Vpptt  Stijmour  Street, 
Jan.  SB,  1793. 
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TO  THE  SAME' 

CheUta  lUctory,  Apnl  H,  VI9i^ 

My  dear  Madam, 
I  desired  my  daughter  to  inform  you  of  the 
arrangement  that  has  taken  place,  by  which  it  i& 
settled,  that  I  am  to  hold  St.  Mary's,  in  Reading; 
with  Chelsea.  I  can  nev^  expect  such  ai  pti* 
rishioner  as  yourself  agtun,  go  where  I  wilt,  sinj 
have  no  doubt  ^ut  that  I  ^all  feel  the  ^atit  ot 
your  laudaUe  exertions  towards  tKe  temporal 
and  spiritual  wants  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  to' 
which  I  am  appointed.  When  I  know  what  Sun- 
day in  May  I  can  preach  at  filing  (a  parish  for 
which  I  shall  always  preserve  a  true  regard)  for 
^e  benefit  of  the  Sunday  Schools,  &:c.  &c.  I  wilt 
inform  you,  that  you  may  give  what  notice  you: 
thiiA  proper  in  your  part  of  the  parish,  as  I  pur- 
pose to  preach  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
and  with  the  same  views,  at  Brentford  Chapel. 
Whenever  you  are  deposed  to  turn  towards 
Chelsea,  we  shall  be  glad  c^  the  pleasure  of  see-' 
ing  you. 

I  reraaiin,  dear  Madam, 
With  much  regard  and  esteem. 

Your  faithful  friend  and  servantr 
C.  Sturgess. 


TO  THE  REV.  MK.  STUBGESS. 


Brentford,  Feb.  i,  1805. 


Dear  and  Rev.  Sir, 


I  am  extremdy  coDcemed  that  I  should 
have  appeared  in  the  least  degree  remiss  and  in- 
attentive, where  I  owe  and  feel  so  much  respect 
and  esteem.  Your  kind  visit  to  me  has  not  been 
forgotten,  I  can  assure  you  :  I  have  thought  and 
talked  much  of  the  sincere  and  great  pleasure  ii 
afforded  me ;  and  had  not  the  intention  of  waiting 
upon  you  at  Chelsea  the  ^rst  opportunittf  been 
constantly  alive  in  my  mind,  I  should  have  ad- 
dressed you  by  letter;  but,  for  a  great  part  of 
the  interval  that  has  elapsed,  the  weather  has 
been  so  cold  that  I  was  fearful  of  going  out,  ex- 
cepting to  the  Chapel,  where  I  have  repeatedly 
caught  cold ;  so  that  I  really  have  scarcely  be«t 
without  side  my  garden  walls  since  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  here.  Believe  me,  my 
excellent  and  revered  friend,  the  sentiments  of 
esteem  with  which  your  pious  and  exemplary 
conduct  inspired  me,  when  I  had  the  happiness 
and  advantage  of  being  your  parishioner,  remain 
indelibly  fixed ;  and  my  best  wishes  and  my 
prayers  have  followed  you  since  your  removal. 
It  was  with  the  highest  pleasure  I  perused  your 
letter  to  my  son ;  to  see  your  hand  again  so  steady 


indicates,  I  hope,  a  considerable  recovery  of 
your  strength  ;  and  I  hope  I  shaU  sometimes  be 
favoured  with  a  few  lines  from  you  myself.  My 
son  will  write  and  thank  you  for  the  good 
counsel  you  are  so  kind  as  to  give  him,  but  al- 
low me  to  add  my  thanks  also.  The  times,  my 
dear  Sir,  are  such  as  call  for  great  exertions 
from  the  parochial  dergy,  and  I  trust  they  arer 
made  in  many  places ;  but»  alas,  in  many  otheili, 
there  is  great  n^ect.  My  dear  son  I  hope  will 
continue  attentive  to  his  duty ;  and  among  otheif 
circnmstanoes,  to  stimulate  his  exertions,  keep 
your  example  in  view.  What  satiisfaction  must 
3rott  have  had  during  your  long  illness,  in  the  re- 
flection, that  while  you  were  capable  of  actual 
duty,  you  laboured  faithfully  in  the  vineyard. 
May  the  remainder  of  your  life  be  crowned  with 
the  choicest  blessings,  which  God  bestows  upon 
his  approved  ministers. 

I  beg,  my  good  Sir,  that  you  will  present  my 
kindest'  respects,  vrith  those  ^  my  family,  to 
Mrs.  Sturgess,  and  the  young  ladies,  and  accept 
them  yomrself ;  and  that,  you  will  believe  me, 
with  every  sentiment  of  esteem. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient 

Friend  and  Servant, 

S.  Trimmer. 
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TO  MRS.  TRIMMER. 

Rectory,  LiMdingiiM, 
April  ii,  1SQ5. 

Madam, 

It  is  with  the  truest  concern  that  I  am  to 
comply  with  the  request  of  my  sister-in-law, 
Mrs.  Sturgess,  in  communicating  to  you  the  me- 
lancholy event  which  took  place  here  on  Monday, 
in  the  death  of  my  good  brother,  her  husband.  I 
have  so  long  known  the  value  he  so  justly  set  on 
your  friendship  and  good  opinion,  as  well  as  ob 
the  correspondence  with  you,  that  I  have  a  satis- 
faction in  assuring  you  of  his  retatmng  and  ex- 
pressing a  sense  of  it  to  his  latest  hours.  He 
had  such  an  anxious  desire  to  revisit  again  his 
native  neighbourhood,  that  he  set  out  on  Easter 
Tuesday,  having  himself  officiated  in  part  at  the 
altar  on  Sunday,  and  had  passed  some  days  here 
in  apparent  health,  and  cheerful  spirits.  Od 
Monday,  a  few  moments  before  our  dinner  hour, 
he  was  seized  with  an  illness,  which  proved  of 
the  apoplectic  kind,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour 
defeated  all  endeavours  to  apply  medical  aid. 

Mrs.  Stnrgess  and    Miss  H are  enabled, 

through  the  goodne«|  of  Providence,  to  support 
themselves  better  under  so  heavy  and  sudden  a 
calamity,  from  their  long  preparation  for  it,  than 
if  the  change  had  taken  place  from  a  firmer  state 
of  health. 
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I  beg  leave  to  teke  this  opportunity  of  express- 
ing the  sincere  respect  I  have  always  entertained 
for  yourself,  and  the  pleasure  I  have  in  hearing 
of  your  son  receiving  a  mark  of  the  Bishop  of 
iiOndon's  ^TireU-judged  disposal  of  preferment. 

I  am.  Madam, 
Your  very  fidthful,  humble  Servant, 

£.  J0N£S. 


COMTtMUATtOK  Ot  tBK 

JOURNAL  FOR  THE  YEAR  1793. 

July  1.  Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour,  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  receive,  I  most  humbly  beseech 
thee,  the  grateful  tribute  of  thanks  which  I  offer 
unto  thee  for  thy  great  goodness  bestowed  upon 
me.  O  Lord,  I  feel  a  thorough  sense  of  the  ho- 
nour thou  hast  done  me,  in  thus  suffering  me  to 
be  the  teacher  of  babes,  and  I  will  perform  the  im- 
portant task  with  alacrity  and  zeal :  I  will  not 
be  a  slothful  servant. 

O  gracious  and  heavenly  Father,  God  of  all 
goodness,  I,  thy  unworthy  servant,  most  earnest- 
ly implore  thy  pardon  and  forgiveness  for  all  my 
manifold  offences,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  my 
adorable  and  divine  Saviour.  O  Lord,  I  beseech 
thee  to  grant  me  the  protection  of  thy  good  Pro- 
vidence, and  to  prosper  the  journey  I  am  going 
to  take  to-morrow,  with  one  of  my  dear  children. 
Preserve  us,  0  merciful  God,  from  all  accidents. 

Extend  thy  blessing,  O  heavenly  Father,  to 
the  children  I  leave  behind  me,  and  to  every  part 
of  my  household.  Continue  to  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless  that  care  and  tenderness  which 
thou  hast  so  abundantly  shown  us.  Lord,  in  thee 
is  our  trust ;  let  us  never  be  confounded.  Thou  art 
our  strong  rock,  whereunto  we^will  always  resort ; 
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thou  art  our  defender  and  deliterer.  O  €k)d,  I 
lore  thee  with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  soul,  and 
with  ail  my  strength.  I  adore  thee,  I  worship 
thee,  I  desire  to  praise  and  magnify  thy  holy 
name.  O  Lord,  thou  aft  high  above  all  that  is 
called  great  and  glorious.  Great,  excellent,  most 
excellent  Lord  God  Almighly,  pardon  my  imper* 
fections,  accept  my  humble  petitions  and  thanks- 
givings, flowing  from  a  sincere,  though  weak, 
heart.  Vouchsafe,  O  Lord,  to  bring  us  back  to 
this  dear  home,  where  my  comforts  are  centered. 

Accept  my  humble  supplications  in  behalf  of 
my  poor  neighbours.  O  spare  me  to  be  further 
usefhl  to  them,  or  if  thou  seest  fit  to  take  me 
from  this  world,  vouchsafe  to  raise  them  up  an- 
other friend,  with  zeal  to  do  them  good,  and  bet- 
ter ability.  Blessed  Saviour,  I  love  them  for  thy 
sake,  as  well  as  because  they  are  my  brethren. 

.  July  7.    I  am  now  at  C ,  in  the  house  of 

my  dear  daughter  — -,  who  has  in  the  course  of 
the  last  week  made  me  a  grandmother  to  a  sweet 
little  girl. 

O  God  of  all  mercies,  I  render  thee  most  hum- 
ble and  hearty  thanks  for  giving  to  my  dear  child 
a  happy  deliverance  from  the  pains  and  perils  of 
childbirth  ;  and  for  letting  me  see  another  gene- 
ration. May  the  dear  infent  grow  up  in  thy  faith 
and  fear,  and  finally  partake  of  the  salvation  pur- 
chased for  mankind  by  Jesus  Christ.    Amen ! 

O  God,  I  have  a  fervent  and  sincere  desire  to 
serve  thee  myself  with  all  my  powers  of  body 
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and  mind ;  and  to  see  thy  will  done  by  all  my 
fellow  mortals,  particulariy  those  of  my  own  fa- 
mily. O  may  we  continue  united  in  thy  service 
upon  earth,  and  be  finally  united  in  thy  heavenly 
kingdom  hereafter.  There  is  nothing  upon  earth 
I  desire  so  much,  as  to  be  a  child  of  God,  a 
member  of  Christ,  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven :  that  kingdom,  O  Lord,  of  which  I 
love  to  think,  and  for  which  I  desire  to  prepare 
myself,  by  following  the  precepts  and  example  of 
my  blessed  Redeemer.  O  Lord,  what  is  there  in 
this  transitory  world,  upon  which  an  immortal 
soul  can  properly  rest  its  hopes  ?  My  hope  is 
placed  upon  joys  that  will  never  pass  away,  but 
remain  in  possession  to  all  eternity.  O  may  I 
live  so  as  to  obtain  them ! 

Blessed  Jesus,  Son  of  the  Father,  adorabltt' 
Saviour,  divine  Lord,  to  thee  I  come  beseeching 
thee  to  continue  to  me  thy  heavenly  benediction  : 
continue  to  me,  I  beseech  thee,  that  peace  which 
is  thy  peculiar  gift  to  thy  faithful  disciples.  Such, 
O  blessed  Lord,  I  trust  I  am,  though  encom- 
passed with  sins  and  infirmities.  O  Lord,  I  love 
thee  most  fervently ;  my  heart  glows  with  g^ti- 
tude  towards  thee.  I  am  very  zealous  for  thy 
honour,  O  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords :  I 
love  the  poor  for  thy  sake  :  I  am  ready  to  submit 
to  the  meanest  offices  towards  those  whom  thou 
calledst  thy  brethren.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee, 
qast  me  not  off,  but  knit  me  to  thee  more  power- 
fully,   Lord,  I  will  endeavour  more  and  more  to 


3ft0 

nutfae  way  of  thy  commandments.    O  grant  me 
thy  grace  1 

I  would  detach  my  thoughts  entirely  from 
ear^y  objects,  and  fix  them  upon  spiritual  ones. 
i  lift  up  my  soul  to  heaven :  that  blessed  place 
is  which  I  hope  hereafter  to  behold  the  glory  of 
my  heavenly  Father:  to  see  my  beloved  Saviour, 
to  be  admitted  among  the  angelic  hosts,  to  join  in 
praise  and  adoration  of  the  Supreme  Being,  the 
incomprehensible  Trinity :  to  meet  again  the  dear 
relatives,  from  whom  death  has  for  a  time  di- 
vided me.  —  —  ™-_  —  —  —  — 
Who  are  these  relatives  ?  First,  let  me  recollect 
a  Father:  that  dear  parent  to  whom  I  am  in- 
debted for  the  first  knowledge  of  Christianity, 
the  first  impression  of  piety.  He  lived  and  died 
a  Christian.  Of  lus  eternal  state,  I  can  have  no 
fears :  his  repentance  was  complete :  his  life  had 
been  exemplary :  he  was  full  of  the  hopes  of  im- 
mortality. 

Dear  father  I  I  remember  thy  pious  injunctions 
to  endeavour  to  work  out  my  salvation.  I  toiil 
^ideavow  to  work  it  out  with  fear  and  trembling, 
with  fervency  and  zeal. 

My  mother  too :  she  had  many  virtues !  I  hope 
she  has  found  acceptance  through  the  merits  of 
Christ! 

Next  let  me  recollect  a  brother.  Surely  I  shall 
find  hun  also  in  the  regions  of  bliss.    From  the 
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dawn  of  life  to  the  close  of  it,  he  lived  in  the 
constant  practice  of  virtue  and  piety.  Among  th« 
lender  affections  of  his  amiable  heart,  how  great 
was  his  love  for  me !  and  it  was  most  sincerely 
returned.  The  loss  of  him  was  the  first  misfor- 
tune of  my  life,  and  I  felt  it  deeply ;  though 
others  of  a  later  date  have  lessened  the  impres- 
sion :  but  I  have  not  forgotten  my  brother.  O 
may  our  intercourse  of  tender  fraternal  affection 
be  renewed  in  that  blessed  region,  where  death 
has  uo  farther  power  to  separate  us ! 

Three  children  have,  1  trust,  found  aii  entrance 
into  the  world  of  endless  felicity.  First,  the  dear 
little  Decimus,  the  tenth  branch  of  my  beloved 
offspring :  carried  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave 
before  he  was  capable  of  committing  actual  sin, 
I  trust  his  angel  beholds  the  face  of  his  Father, 
which  is  in  heaven.  Dear  infant,  I  nursed  thee  in 
thy  earthly  state,  with  tender  care,  with  anxious 
solicitude :  I  dedicated  thee,  in  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptism,  to  Christ  the  Saviour,  to  the  ever- 
blessed  Trinity.  Thou  didst  never  break  the  co- 
venant made  in  thy  name :  thou  couldst  distin- 
guish me  as  the  object  of  thy  affection,  the  instru- 
ment of  good  to  thee.  Perhaps  thou  wilt  here- 
after acknowledge  me  as  such.  My  sorrow  for 
thy  loss  was  sharp  and  pungent,  and  the  impres- 
sion was  lasting ;  nor  did  I  quite  cease  to  grieve 
for  thee,  till  a  new  afBiction  called  for  my  tears. 

My  sweet  Annabella!  How  engaging  were 
ber  gentle  manners  :  how  promising  her  disposi- 
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tMHU  What  pangs  did  it  coat  me  to  part  with  her : 
Hi  aooa  as  1  thought  her  in  danger,  she  became 
the  object  of  my  tendereat  solicitude :  I  could,  I 
thiakf  have  laid  down  my  life  to  have  saved  hei^s : 
ha  loss  was  most  deeply  deplored.  I  think  she 
will  not  be  sorry  to  see  again  the  parent  who  bore 
her,  who  brought  her,  through  the  power  of  God, 
into  eadstence. 

Dear  John!  thou,  I  am  sure,  wast  fully  sensi- 
ble Cif  my  tender  affection  for  thee.  O  how  un- 
willing was  I  to  part  with  thee,  till  I  found  the 
will  of  God  required  me  to  resign  thee.  Never 
could  I  have  been  reconciled  to  thy  loss,  but  by 
the  mercy  of  Grod,  who  poured  the  balm  of  con- 
solation into  my  afflicted  heart,  and  taught  me  to 
look  beyond  the  grave.  I  have  not  lost  thee  for 
ever,  my  beloved  child !  No,  we  shall  meet  again. 
Peibaps  thou,  with  my  other  dear  children,  and 
thy  dear  fiither,  wilt  welcome  me  to  the  realms  of 
bliss,  when  the  time  of  my  departure  arrives ! 
.  O  transporting  thought !  I  shall  see  again  the 
hashand  of  my  heart,  the  father  of  my  children, 
the  tendeseat,  the  best  of  friends  I  I  shall  see  him, 
oot  in  a  state  of  suffering  mortality,  but  crowned 
with  immoxtality !  O  how  my  soul  strives  to 
spring  towards  the  heavenly  abodes,  to  pass  the 
barriers  which  separate  her  from  the  spirits  of 
those  she  held,  and  still  holds  so  dear.  But  it  can- 
not, be,  I  must  wait  with  patience  the  appc»nted 
time.  The  day  will  in  God's  own  time  arrive 
when  all  my  virtuous  and  pious  wishes  will  be  ac- 
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complished.  In  the  mean  while  let  me  strive,  by 
unremitting  diligence,  to  secure  the  high  prize  vf  , 
my  calling,  the  crown  of  glory  that  fadeth  not  I 
away.  But  though  I  cannot  actually  leave  this  J 
world,  I  can  at  least  join  with  the  heavenly  choir  J 
in  praising  God.  What  a  blessed  priyilege :  O  \ 
foretaste  of  etetnal  joys !  I 

O  God,  thou  art  mi/  God,  thou  art  mine  as  surely 
as  thou  art  the  God  of  the  highest  angel  in  hea- 
ven! My  soul  thirsteth  for  thee,  O  God ;  it  long-  1 
eth  after  thee.  In  the  wilderness  of  this  world,  I 
long  for  thy  refrehsing  grace :  of  this  grace,  my 
dear  relatives,  you  may  have  had  better  experi- 
ence ;  but  whether  it  flows  in  a  greater  or  smaller 
stream,  God  i&  the  fountain  of  it,  and  this  God  is 
mine  as  well  as  your  God.  I  look  for  thee,  O  1 
God,  in  holiness:  I  behold  the  effects  of  thy  power  \ 
and  glory  in  this  world.  You,  my  dear  relatives, 
have  a  brighter  vision  of  it :  but  whether  in  hea- 
ven above,  or  in  the  earth  below,  it  is  the  power 
and  glory  of  your  God  and  my  God.  Thy  loving 
kindness,  O  God,  is  better  than  life  itself! 
While  I  live,  while  I  have  any  kind  of  existence, 
I  will  magnify  thee,  O  God,  in  this  manner,  and 
lift  up  my  soul  to  thee!  My  soul  shall  be  satis- 
fied even  as  it  were  with  marrow  and  fatness,  whea 
I  praise  thee  with  thanksgivings.  Have  I  not  re- 
membered thee  upon  my  bed,  and  thought  of  thee 
when  I  was  waking.  Because  thou  hast  been  my 
helper,  therefore  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings 
sh^  )  lejoice.    My  soul,  O  God,  hangeth  upon 


tluse ;  thy  right  hand  hath  opholden  me.  I  nut 
lay  me  do.WQ  in  peace,  and  ttJce  my  rest;  for  it  is 
thou,  O  Lord  only,  that  makest  me  dwell  in  safety ! 
July  21.  I  was  this  day  a  little  disturbed  at 
CJiurch,  by  the  bad  behaviour  of  the  singing  boys ; 
but  my  mind  was  much  edified,  as  I  hope,  by  the 
two  excellent  discourses  I  heard  from  the  pulpit: 
one  of  them  by  Mr.  Harrison,  in  which  he  drew 
an  admirable  parallel  between  this  worid  as  a 
pilgrimage  to  heaven,  and  the  wilderness  in  which 
the  children  t>f  Israel  took  their  pilgrimage  to- 
wards the  land  of  Canaan.  I  have  long  consi- 
dered the  world  in  this  light.  My  hopes  are  fixed 
on  the  heavenly  Canaan :  O  may  they  not  be  dis- 
appointed! 

Aug.  4.  On  Tuesday  last  my  dear  little  grand- 
child was  baptized.  Though  I  did  not  answer  for 
her  at  the  font,  I  will,  while  it  pleases  God  to  spare 
my  life,  watch  over  her,  to  see  that  she  is  edu- 
cated according  to  the  vow  made  in  her  name! 
and  I  humbly  trust,  that  the  prayers  which  I  of- 
fered up  for  her  on  her  baptismal  day,  both  at  the 
font  and  in  my  chamber,  reached  the  throne  of 
Grace,  and  found  acceptance  there.  I  feel  at  this 
instant  a  happy  assurance  that  they  will  be  accom- 
plished ;  that  my  dear  little  grandchild  will  remain 
a  member  of  Christ,  the  child  of  God,  and  an  in- 
heritor of  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Her  heavenly 
Father,  I  trust,  will  guide  her  by  his  Spirit. 

Aug.  1 1 .  Father  of  mercies,  God  of  all  power 
and  goodness,  with  a  thankful  heart  I  acknow- 
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ledge  thy  loving  kindness  to  me,  thy  poor  crea- 
ture. Though  thou  hast  seen  fit  to  take  from  nac 
ray  late  dear  companion,  thou  hast  not  left  me  de- 
solate. I  can  truly  say,  "  a  father  to  the  father- 
less, and  a  husband  to  the  widow,  is  God  in  his 
holy  habitations."  O  God,my  gratitde,  my  love, 
my  veneration,  are  great  beyond  expression;  my 
heart  is  overcharged ;  my  soul  can  scarcely  con- 
tain the  sentiments  it  feels  towards  thee,  the 
greatest  and  the  best  of  Beings!  O  divine  Spirit, 
vouchsafe  to  take  up  thy  abode  with  me,  dwell  in 
my  heart,  sanctify  me,  cast  out  every  corrupt  af- 
fection, increase  in  me  every  virtuous  disposition, 
produce  in  me  a  heavenly  temper.  O  divine  Si»- 
rii,  I  yield  myself  to  thy  guidance,  I  desire  to  be  led 
by  theel  Leave  me  not,  even  for  a  moment,  to  my- 
self, lest  in  that  moment  I  go  astray  from  the  com* 
mandments  of  my  heavenly  Father,  and  com- 
mit sin. 

Adorable  and  divine  Saviour,  eternal  Son  of 
God,  thou  who  didst  lay  down  thy  life  for  man- 
kind, receive,  I  beseech  thee,  the  adoration  of  a 
soul  truly  sensible  of  the  necessity  and  of  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  sacrifice  which  thou  didst  make  for 
the  redemption  of  the  world.  What  should  I  have 
been,  O  Son  of  God,  without  this  sacrifice:  a  poor, 
ruined,  wretched  creature.  Lord,  1  can  make 
thee  no  return,  but  love  and  gratitude :  these  can 
do  thee  no  good :  but  thou  hast  appointed  sub- 
stitutes upon  earth  to  receive  them :  the  poor,  the 
wretdied,  and  the  ig;iiorant.    These.  Lord,  tboa 


Ilwt  Toudiaftfed  to  call  thy  bvethrefi:  intfaatlig&ft 
I  fegard  them ;  aiid  for  th j  sake  I  wiU  leire  tlmn 
with. my  best  abilities,  both  of  body  and  mind« 
Vouehsafe,  Lord,  to  prosper  my  endeavours ! 

I  render  thee  humble  and  hearty  thanks,  most 
gracious  Father,  for  all  thy  mercies  bestowed  upon 
me,  and  all  my  dear  children,  and  for  every  bless- 
ing we  have  enjoyed,  and  still  continue  to  possess. 
Keep  alive  in  our  hearts  a  grateful  sense  of  thy 
goodness,  and  incline  us  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  others,  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power.  Let  not  our 
hearts  contract,  but  do  thou  expand  them  by  the 
operation  of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  every  virtue 
may  find  room  to  grow  and  increase.  Lord,  grant 
that  every  one  of  us  may  have  a  mind  directed  to 
eternal  things,  not  fixed  upon  the  insignificant  tri- 
fles of  this  uncertain  life.  O  vouchsafe  to  bless 
the  means  that  are  being  used  for  the  recovery  of 
the  health  of  that  dear  child,  who  is  at  this  time 
afflicted  with  sickness.  Enable  us  all  to  submit 
to  the  dispensations  of  thy  Providence,  whatever 
they  may  be.     —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

O  great,  powerful,  wonderful,  good,  gracious, 
merciful  Grod,  the  greatest  and  best  of  Beings,  I 
render  thee,  with  a  willing  mind,  the  tribute  of 
praise  and  thanksgiving.  O  Lord,  thou  art  high 
above  all  creatures :  nothing  is  worthy  to  be  com* 
pared  to  thee,  thou  art  great,  and  greatly  to  be 
praised.  O  how  poor  is  this  attempt  to  praise  a 
Being  of  infinite  perfections !  What  can  I  say  of 
thee  that  is  suitable  to  thy  greatness.     Lord,  thy 


(Urine  attributes  exceed  aW  that  the  most  exalteJ 
angel  can  ascribe  to  thee.  I  feel  myself  unworthy 
to  speak  thy  praises :  the  theme  is  too  rast,  too 
transcendant  for  my  weak  powers.  O  may  thy 
praise  resound  from  every  part  of  the  boundless 
creation ! 

Aug.  18,  I  have  had  much  anxiety  this  week 
about  my  youngest  son  ;  but  I  trust  it  will  please 
God  to  spare  him  to  me.  I  have  not  given  way 
to  anxiety,  as  upon  former  occasions;  but  have 
possessed  my  mind  in  patience,  trusting  in  the 
goodness  of  God  to  direct  all  things  for  the  best. 

To  thee,  O  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  I  bow 
down  my  soul  with  humility  and  reverence !  O 
Lord,  I  love,  and  honour  thee  most  sincerely.  To 
be  conscious  of  erring  from  thy  commandments, 
6Us  me  with  shame  and  sorrow.  I  am  jealous  for 
the  glory  of  thy  name;  I  honour  thy  divine  Son; 
I  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  the  aid  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  I  rely  opon  thy  promise ;  I  fear  thy  threat* 
enings ;  I  believe  thy  word ;  yet  I  am  an  unpro- 
fitable servant ;  I  fall  short  of  my  dnty  continu- 
ally: but  thou  knowest  whereof  I  am  made,  thou 
rememberest  that  I  am  but  dust.  O  let  me,  gra- 
cious Father,  let  me  humbly  plead  the  merits  of 
my  Saviour.  Let  the  atonement  he  made  for  the 
sins  of  the  world,  suffice  for  me ;  for  his  sake  blot 
out  my  transgressions;  for  his  sake,  continue  to 
me  thy  heavenly  benediction ;  for  his  sake  admit 
me  hereafter  into  thy  heavenly  kingdom.  O  di- 
vine Saviour,  intercede  for  me,  thy  poor,  thy  sin- 


I 


337 

ful,  but  yet  faithful  semnt.  Thou  knowest  that 
I  lo?e  thee ;  I  strive  to  feed  thy  lambs.  O  bless- 
ed Lord,  accept  my  imperfect  services :  vouch- 
safe to  strengthen  me  to  do  my  duty.     —     — 

m 

O  what  a  world  is  this  in  which  I  live !  Yet  I 
will  not  complain  of  it,  since  it  is  but  a  proba- 
tionary state,  a  passage  to  an  eternal  world,  into 
which  neither  sin,  sorrow,  nor  death  can  gain  ad- 
mittance. Since,  with  all  its  evils,  there  are  bleu- 
ings  without  number  to  be  enjoyed ;  since,  with  a3 
its  disappointments,  a  crown  of  glory  and  immcr- 
tal  happiness  may  be  gained  in  it. — O  Lord,  I  Vjo^ 
to  be  in  the  worid  of  glory  and  endless  itikitr ; 
yet  I  am  content,  nay,  desirous,  of  costissa^ 
here  for  a  season,  not  to  enjoy  the  tranaeci  p&eab- 
sures  of  mortality,  but  to  do  more  good  in  my  rt^ 
Deration;  to  help  to  propagate  the  re!iax»  fA  ny 
blessed  Redeemer ;  to  finidi  my  work,  whkL  I 
have  in  hand.  When  this  is  done,  I  think  I  ifca2 
be  ready  to  give  up  my  accounts  with  joy. 

When  I  think  of  the  mercies  that  hare  1k«&  be- 
stowed on  me  in  my  widowed  state,  bt  b»rt  m 
filled  with  gratitude  beyood  expres»v&.  H^jw 
shall  I  thank  thee,  O  giaciou  Fadwer,  ber^s^ust 
Saviour,  Holy  Sinrit,  tanhecoadr/m  I  We  n^ 
ceived.  Praise  the  Loid,  O  wtj  io^l,  afii  htrtA 
not  all  his  benefits.  O  lU  yeaagek  of  tfe  lyjU, 
praise  ye  the  Lord,  aiid  inpify  his  BUK  fcr  <?re;' 
When  shall  I  come,  and  appear  bcfoe  tke  Lw4 ; 
when  shall  I  behold  the  glory  of  hes  yt^^^vM 
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when  chall  I  see  my  Saviour.  O  how  my  soul 
strives  to  spring  upwards ;  What  elevation  of 
thought  she  feels :  but  her  weak  powers  sink  dowm 
oppressed  by  bodily  infirmities.  I  will  lay  me 
down  in  peace  and  take  my  rest;  for  it  is  thou,  | 
Lord,  only,  that  makest  me  dwell  in  safety  1  | 

Sept.  1.  My  thoughts  and  hopes  are  fixed  on 
heavenly  things.  I  have  less  fear  of  death  than  I 
formerly  had:  indeedlhavenofearofitatpresent; 
I  consider  it  as  a  passage  to  a  blessed  eternity 
— as  the  kind  messenger  who  will  summon  me  to 
the  presence  of  my  God  and  Saviour ;  as  the  friewl 
who  will  conduct  me  to  my  dear  husband  and  my  | 
departed  children.  O  death,  where  is  thy  sticyf 
Ograve,  where  is  thy  victory?  The  sting  of  detik 
is  sin ;  but,  thanks  be  to  God,  who  has  givea  m 
the  victory,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

Blessed  Redeemer^  1  have  this  day  commemo- 
rated thy  dyiof  love ;  I  have  this  day  done  as  tluni 
didst  command,  in  remembrance  of  thee.  Tim 
hast,  I  trust,  received  these  humble- petitions, 
which  come  not  out  of  feigned  lips.  Adorable 
Saviour,  how  can  I  sufficiently  thank  thee  for  ^^ 
comfort,  the  satisfaction,  the  delight,  I  kare  expe- 
rienced in  receiving  the  sacrament  of  thy  body 
and  blood.  Blessed  Lord,  keep  me  tbiae  cvn*- 
more.  Thou  knowest  that  1  love  thee.  AdoraMe 
Saviour!  what  honour  hast  tho«  put  apon  thy 
handmaid !  My  soul  doth  magnify  tlK  Lord,  ray 
spit^  badh  rejoiced  in  God  my  Saviour :  :fer  thn« 
hatfttegkivleil my  lowliness;  t^oa bast ^{(raciwMiy 
made  me  instrumental  to  the  propi^tion  of  thy 


Iboljr  mfigiiim.  O  exfiKrir  of  delig^!  tnmaeeiidaat 
iiappiiieis  i  feretasie  iof  tageltc  Um  I  My  toul 
fleek^  to  soar  above  luumaAity.  Inhabitants  of 
hcaren,  it  would  fly  to  your  abodes  1  O  that  I 
amid  Bcnra  my  God  as  ymi  do,  perfectly  and  mt 
4tt8saiiCly.  ButiteanQotbe:  thsoiks  be  Co  iQ^ 
that  I  in  'enabled  to  do  ti  at  all  J 

While  I  am  thu  aspinng  to  join  the  aogpdyk^ 
host,  iet  me  ceaiember  ir hat  tbejf  are,  ai^d  what 
i  am  myadf.  O  God  pf  B^eDcies,  what  a  difiea- 
MMse  is  there  between  me,  a  poor,  fiiaful  mortil, 
and  the  lowest  m^el  1  But  it  wall  not  always  be 
4MIU  If  o,  I  abaU  not  always  grovel  on  this  earth  c 
I  shall  pass  the  barriers  of  mortality ;  I  shall  as- 
cend to  the  heavenly  mansion ;  I  shall  approach 
llie  throne  of  (xod ;  i  shall  sing  the  praises  of  the 
Land)  t  I  shaQ  join  the  blessed  multitude  of  all 
hindreds  and  aU  nations ;  for  my  Saviour  has 
f(M,  the  price  of  my  redemption.  I  believe  in 
him,  I  trust  in  his  alL-sufficient  sacrifice ;  I  will 
oovtinue  faithfiil  to  death,  his  grace  assisting  mo, 
and  I  shall  finally  receive ,  the  crown  of  glory  •' 
filessed  Jesus !  that  I  may  not  be  disappointed 
intbe  exdted  hopes  I  have  fiocmod,  vouchsafe  to 
keep  and  gaide  me  through  this  world  of  tempta- 
tiens.  O  let  not  Satan  approach  to  hurt  me.  J 
hate  and  abhor  all  evil  works,  with  all  my  powder 
Sttt  without  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  ca^  do 
ttoAing ;  of  that  I  am  fully  sensible.  It  is  my 
earoeet  desire,  it  is  my  determined  pwpose^  tp 

totlM  wiUof  my  heavenly  Father,  andtenraU^ 
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in  the  way  of  his  commandments.     O  Father  dT 
mercies,  thou  knowest  the  inmost  recesses  of  mj 
heart :  thou  knowest  how  truly  sorry  I  am,  that 
I  should  ever  do  any  thing  to  oifend  thee.    How  , 
desirous  I  am  to  amend  whatever  is  amiss  in  my , 
disposition  and  conduct.     I  most  humbly  beseech  i 
thee,  of  thine  infinite  goodness,  to  pardon  all  my 
sins,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.   O  Lord,  if  it  be  thy 
will  to  put  a  period  to  my  mortal  life  before  the 
morning  light,  receive  my  soul  into  happiness,  far 
Jesus  Christ's  sake.     If  it  be  thy  will  to  continae 
my  existence  here,  vouchsafe  to  strengthen  me  for 
the  performance  of  the  work,  which  is  the  delight 
and  joy  of  my  life.    O  Lord,  while  I  live,  may  I 
be  useful  to  my  fellow  creatures ! 

And  now  that  I  have  prayed  for  myself,  su^ 
me,  O  gracious  Father,  to  intercede  with  thee  for 
my  children.  Shower  down  thy  heavenly  bene- 
diction upon  them,  gracious  Father !  O  let  them 
continue  to  be  tht/  children.  Hear  the  petition  <rf 
the  widow,  who  cries  to  thee  for  these  dear  chil- 
dren, who  have  now  no  earthly  father.      —     — 

I  will  magnify  thee,  O  God,  my  strength,  for 
thou  hast  sustained  my  mind  under  the  severest 
trials  of  life  !  thou  bast  very  often  made  my  wi- 
dowed heart  to  sing  for  joy !  O  Lord,  my  God,  I 
cried  unto  thee,  and  thou  didst  heal  me ;  sing 
praises  unto  the  Lord,  O  ye  saints  of  his,  and 
give  thanks  unto  him  for  a  remembrance  of  his 
holiness,  for  his  wrath  endureth  but  the  twinkling 


of  Ml  ey6 ;  heavioen  i&ay  endure  for  a  night,  but 
joy  .Cometh  in  the  morning.  The  word  of  the 
Lord  is  true,  and  all  his  works  are  iisuthful ;  I 
will  always  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  his  praise 
shall  ever  be  in  my  mouth ;  my  soul  shall  make 
her  boast  of  the  Lord,  the  humble  shall  hear 
thereof  and  be  glad.  O  praise  the  Lord  with  me, 
and  let  us  magnify  his  name  together ;  like  as 
the  hart  desireth  the  water  brooks,  so  longeth  my 
soul  after  God ;  my  soul  is  athirst  for  God,  yea 
even  for  the  living  God ;  when  shall  I  come  to 
appear  before  the  presence  of  God. 
.  Now  that  I  am  retired  to  my  chamber,  and  am 
still,  I  can  hold  communion  with  my  God,  which 
is  sweet  and  comfortable  to  my  soul !  let  me  exa- 
mine my  heart ;  it  is  open  to  the  eye  of  the  Lord, 
my  secret  sins  are  in  the  light  of  his  countenance. 
I  need  not  tell  an  all-seeing  God,  what  I  have 
done,  for  he  knows  not  only  my  words  and  ac- 
tions, but  the  motives  from  which  they  all  pro- 
ceeded. But  it  is  notwithstanding  my  duty  to 
confess  them;  and  my  heavenly  Father  knows  I 
do  not  wish  to  dissemble  or  cloak  them  before 
his  £aLce.  O  Lord,  assist  me  in  searching  my  spi- 
rit !  bring  my  sins  to  remembrance,  O  blessed 
Lord,  that  I  may  acknowledge  them,  and  implore 
thy  pardon. 


.  Merciful  God !  with  my  iiBunily  I  have  prayed 
with  fervour  of  spirit  and  collection  of  thought., 
0  may  this  service  find  acceptance.  O  Lord,  how 
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de%btrui  is  the  exercise  of  prayer  and  tbanks- 

giring.  Adorable  Saviour !  Friend  of  my  soul. 
vouchsafe  to  contiaue  to  me  and  mine  thy  love 
and  compassion  ;  thy  guidance  and  intercession  ; 
on  thy  merits  I  rely,  not  on  my  own  imperfect 
prayers.  To  thee  I  look  for  Salvation  ;  forsake 
me  not,  O  blessed  Lord ;  I  love  thee,  O  Lord  my 
God,  with  my  whole  heart ;  I  would  not  be  se- 
parated from  thy  love  for  all  that  this  world,  and 
thousands  of  such  worlds  could  give ;  O  how 
transcendantly  desirable  are  the  blessings  of  thy 
kingdom!  to  them  my  hopes  aspire!  onlhemmy 
heart  ia  fixed  !  blessed  Lord,  keep  me  thine  ever- 
more, and  not  only  me,  but  my  whole  progeny.  O 
Shepherd  of  Israel,  keep  them  in  thy  flock ;  let 
not  Satan  snatch  them  out  of  thy  hand.    ■ —    — 

I  praise  thee,  O  God,  I  acknowledge  thy  trans* 
cendant  excellence ;  I  praise  thee,  O  God,  I  m> 
knowledge  thine  infinite  compassion ;  I  pruM 
thee,  O  God,  1  acknowledge  thee  as  my  greatest 
benefactor,  as  the  Author  of  all  the  good  things 
I  enjoy,  as  the  Giver  of  life !  I  praise  thee,  O  God, 
as  the  compassionate  lover  of  souls !  O  Lord,  may 
thy  name  be  praised  from  the  rising  up  of  the  sun 
till  the  going  down  of  the  same !      —     —      — 

I  have  been  able  to  pursue  my  studies  with  to- 
lerable comfort,  and  I  hope  success.  I  trust  it 
will  be  in  my  power  to  write  what  may  help  to 
guard  the  rising  generation  of  the  poor,  from  the 
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liiilHe  dwtdae  which  W  sa  industriously  proper 
fp^  )tj  tlia  ^iei|ii«B  qf  Chmti^uity.  The  mor? 
I  atfidy  th^  Sqripture$a  the  more  I  am  cQuvia^e4 
ttet  the  tenets  of  the  Church  of  Eugland  are  per- 
li«kly  agreeable  to  the  principles  of  revealed  re^ 
tigiQIi,  and  I  am  more  zealously  attached  to  them 
than  ever.    —     —     —     —    —    —    -^    — 


J  have  had  no  misfortune  to  deplore,  yet  my 
spirits  have  been  greatly  depressed.  Regret  for 
the  loss  of  my  dear  husband,  has  returned  with 
great  force ;  I  have  felt  a  considerable  renewal 
of  grief;  I  would  not  wish  to  forget  him.  It  ^ 
not,  I  think,  required  of  me>  but  I  must  strive  to 
possess  my  mind  in  patience.     —     —    —    — 

I  feel  myself  better  than  I  have  been  for  seve-^ 
ral  days,  but  my  complaints  often  make  me  ap« 
prehensive  of  sudden  death.  Thanks  be  to  God, 
these  thoughts  are  not  accompanied  with  any  dread 
of  an  hereafter :  though  I  shall  die  with  many  im- 
perfections on  my  head,  die  when  I  will,  I  trust 
I  shall  die  with  a  well  grounded  hope  of  pardon 
amU  acceptance  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  all  suf- 
ficient Saviour  of  the  world.  Yes,  blessed  Saviour! 
I  humbly  trust  thou  wilt  not  forsake  thy  poor, 
hut  faithful  servant,  in  her  last  moments ;  O  Lord, 
J  love  thee  with  the  highest  veneration  and  grati- 
tude; I  value  thy  fipivour  beyond  all  worldly 
treasures;  I  had  rather  he  the  meanest  of  thy 
disciples,  than  to  sit  in  the  sefit  of  ppnces  with- 


I 


344 

out  belonging  to  thee.  O  the  transcendant,  the 
inestimable  honour  of  being  a  Christian  !  my  soal 
is  fill!  of  divine  love !  blessed  Lord,  vouchsafe  to 
knit  me  to  thee !  keep  me  as  thy  member ;  pre- 
serve me  from  the  temptations  of  Satan;  wean 
me  from  the  vanities  of  this  life ;  I  trust,  O  Lord, 
I  am  abstracted  from  them  in  a  great  measure ; 
give  me  a  heavenly  temper  in  all  things  ;  let  me 
be  constantly  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  O  that  I  could  in  all  things  do  the  will 
of  my  heavenly  Father !  but  I  often  act  contrary 
to  it;  intercede  for  me  gracious  Lord,  that  I  may 
be  forgiven.  O  dear  Redeemer,  I  repent  of  all 
my  sins;  I  have  a  true  faith  in  thee;  grant  me 
thy  grace !  I  lift  up  my  soul  to  thee ;  I  open  roy 
heart  to  receive  the  Holy  Spirit ;  O  that  it  were 
worthy  of  such  a  heavenly  guest.  Thou,  O  blessed 
Spirit,  thou  alone  canst  purify  and  cleanse  it ;  may 
it  be  renewed  unto  holiness  ?  My  soul  seeks  to 
burst  the  barrier  of  flesh  and  take  its  flight  to  ce- 
lestial abodes ;  metfainks  I  behold  the  Son  of 
God  sitting  on  his  throne  of  glory  ;  O  no !  my 
imagination  cannot  reach  so  far.  I  long  to  be- 
hold thee,  blessed  Jesus  1  but  the  veil  of  hu- 
manity obscures  the  desirable  vision ;  I  long  to 
hear  the  song  of  Angels ;  I  long  to  join  my  voice 
with  theirs,  but  it  cannot  be  \  the  crawling  insect 
cannot  soar !  my  intellectual  powers  must  be 
greatly  strengthened  and  expanded,  before  they 
are  equal  to  such  exertions.  But  I  can  praise 
God  upon  earth ;  I  can  love  my  Saviour  here. 
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0.€k>d;Alii|ight]r»  I  piaife.  thee  .with:  a  thankful 
heart  foe  all  thy  goodness  to  me,  and  my.  dear  &• 
mily.  How  graciously  hast  thou  comforted,  my 
widowed  heart :  O  Lord,  accept  these  tears  of 
gratitude,  too  large  for  .expression !.  God  of  ajOl 
consolation,  what  am  I  that  thou  shouldest  so  re- 
gard me  ?  O  GK>d,  I  adore.said  praise  thee  for  all 
the  blessings  of  this  life ;  and  for  the  inestimable 
hope  of  happiness  in  thy  eternal  kingdom.  Can 
it  be  possible  that  an  infinitely  great  and  power- 
ful Creator,. can  love  an  insignificant  creature 
like  me  ?  that  he  caa  sufier  such  an  one  as  me  to 
sqpproach  his  glorious  Majesty  ?  O  yes,  blessed 
Jesus!  for  thy  sake,  the  Father*  of  the  Universe 
regards  even  me  with  paternal  love.  For  thy  ^ear 
sake,  he  will  admit  me  to  his  glorious  kingdom ! 
Lord,  at  present  I  am  defiled  with  my  sins ;  but 
wash  me  in  thy  precious  blood,  and  I  shall  be 
whiter  than  snow ;  thy  righteousness  is  the  gar- 
ment in  which  I  must  be  clothed  when  I  go  to 
join,  as  I  trust  I  shall  do,  the  blest  inhabitants 
of  heaven !  O  while  it  is  the  Father's  will  that  I 
should  continue  an  inhabitant  of  earth,  vouchsafe 
to  employ  me,  blessed  Lord ;  I  will  labour  with 
zeal  and.afiection  as  far  as  I  am  able. 


Sept.  27.  I  have  been  occupied  principally  in 
continuing  that  work  by  which  I  hope  to  contri- 
bute, towards  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel  of 
my.  blessed^  my  adorable  Saviour.    I  cannot  re- 


collect  what  I  have  done  amiss,  but  no  doubt  I 
have  left  undone  many  things  that  I  ought  to 
have  done,  and  done  many  things  that  1  ought 
not  to  have  done.  O  that  I  could  call  them  every 
one  to  mind,  that  1  might  acknowledge  and  coo- 
fess  them  to  my  heavenly  Father !  But  the  tet- 
rors  of  the  last  night,  and  the  comforts  by  which 
they  were  mitigated  occupy  my  whole  thought*; 
let  me  record  them,  that  I  may  not  lose  the  ro> 
membrance  of  them.  About  one  o'clock  thk 
morning  we  were  all  awakened  from  sleep  by  a 
dreadful  thundering  at  the  door,  followed  by  a 
cry  of  fire.  Nay,  we  were  desired  to  rise  aa 
quickly  as  possible,  lest  we  should  be  burnt  ia 
our  beds  1  Of  this,  thanks  to  the  goodness  of 
Providence  I  there  was  no  danger,  the  fire  was  at 
a  distance  from  our  dwelling,  no  lives  were  en- 
dangered by  it,  but  tboseof  our  poor  horses.  Their 
sufferings,  I  fear,  had  been  of  some  continuance 
before  we  were  awakened  ;  with  all  possible  dis- 
patch, with  strength  of  body  and  presence  ci 
mind,  suited  to  the  occasion,  my  sons  flew  to 
their  rescue,  and  hoped  they  bad  preserved  their 
lives,  but  it  proved  otherwise ;  some  are  dead, 
and  others  dying  :  six,  1  fear,  will  fall  victims  to 
this  conflagration:  our  neighbours  soon  assem- 
bled ;  engines  arrived ;  every  exertion  was  made, 
and  by  the  divine  blessing,  on  the  means  used, 
the  progress  of  the  flames  was  stopped.  I  would 
not  be  presumptuous,  but  I  think,  I  see  the  hand 
of  Providence  in  the  combination  of  happy  cir- 
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Qttsutiitoot  whkh  pnmdeA  the  itging  of  tlMi 
fie.  Tke  air  wtts*  perfeeily  sdll^  not  a  breath  to 
^l0w  l^e  flaoies;  water  in  abundance  waa  at 
brad ;  a  quantity  of  bay,  wbich  waa  to  have  beaa 
carried  die  day  before  into  the  atablea^  waa  der^ 
layed.  We  were  awakened  time  enough  to  8a?ei 
aome  of  our  poor  beaata,  and  aome  of  our  prQ«> 
party,  which  was  valuable  to  us.  The  loss  we  are 
likely  to  sustain  is  that  of  our  horses ;  the  only 
anxiety  we  at  present  have»  is  for  those  whidt 
atill  survire  in  pain  and  miaery,  and  for  the  effect 
which  the  fright  and  &tigue  may  ^ave  upon  some 
4f  our  fiunily  and  domestics,  who  were  assistant 
at  the  extinguishing  of  the  fire !  such  is  our  pre* 
sent  triall — ^what  should  be  our  sentiments  and 
behaviour  under  it  ?  Surely  thankfulness  of  heart 
ia  our  duty,   ~    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

Because  thou  hast  inclined  thine  ear  to  me, 
I  mil  call  upon  thee,  O  Lord,  as  long  as  I  live. 
The  fears  t^  death  compassed  me ;  I  found  trouble 
and  sorrow ;  then  called  I  unto  thee,  O  Lord, 
but  with  distraction  of  thought ;  I  could  say  no 
more  than.  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  me  and 
)ny  £unily :  how  great  was  thy  goodness  to  me  I 
letnm  then  to  thy  rest,  O  my  soul,  for  the  Lord 
hath  dealt  bountifiiUy  with  thee.  Gracious  is  the 
luatA,  and  righteous ;  yea,  our  Grod  is  merciful.  He 
hath  delivered  us  from  death,  he  hath  deliv^ed 
my  eyes  from  those  tears  which  would  have  flowed. 
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had  any  of  my  dear  children  been  lost  by  this 
fire,  what  should  I  reader  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
the  benefits  that  he  hath  done  unto  me  ?  Alas  !  I 
have  nothing  to  offer.  But  I  will  receive  the  cup 
of  Salvation,  and  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
beseeching  hiro  to  accept  me  through  the  merits 
of  my  blessed  Redeemer.  O  Lord,  with  all  my 
infirmities,  I  trust,  I  am  truly  thy  servaot,  thine 
handmaid ;  and  that  thou  hast  loosed  my  sonl 
from  the  bonds  of  death  and  sin  ;  I  will,  as  soon 
as  I  can,  go  to  thy  table,  O  Lord,  and  there  will 
I  offer  my  vows  unto  thee  in  the  presence  of  the 
congregation — in  the  courts  of  thy  bouse.  O 
Lord !      —     —    —    —    —    —     —     —     — 

What  resolutions  ought  I  to  make  in  conse- 
quence of  the  misfortune  that  has  befallen  us,  and 
the  mercy  that  has  been  graciously  afforded  ? 

I  resolve  by  the  assistance  of  Divine  Grace,  to 
moderate  my  desires  after  the  things  of  this 
world,  to  bear  the  loss  of  property,  which  God 
has  seen  fit  that  we  should  sustain  without  mur- 
muring ;  to  retrench  every  superfluous  expence 
in  order  to  repair  it.  To  show  my  thankfulness 
for  God's  preserving  goodness  by  an  encrease  of 
alacrity  in  every  duty  of  religion,  particularly  in 
charity  to  the  poor  as  far  as  my  ability  extends  ; 
if  my  means  are  contracted,  I  will  at  least  retain 
the  desire  to  do  good,  and  endeavour,  to  bear 
without  repining  the  disappointment  of  the  hopes 
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I  hadfentortaiiied/  tliat  they  woiild  encreaafi 
occaaioiia  ami  BolicitatidDs;  multiply  .upon  me. 


God  of  all  power,  wisdom,  goodness,  and  mercy^ 
I  desire^  with  a  grateful  heart  to  repeat  my  ac- 
knowledgments and  thanksgivings,  for  thy  great 
mercy,  vouchsafed  to  me  and  my  dear  children  in 
the  last  night :  and  for  iall  the  benefits  and  bles- 
sings thou  hast  bestowed  upon  its,  firom  the  first 
moment  of  our  existence  to  the  present  hour.  I 
once  more  make  an  humble  resignjeition  of  myself, 
and  all  my  worldly  and  spiritual  concerns  to  l3ie 
disposal  of  thy  Providence;  and  most  earnestly 
implore  for  me  and  mine,  the  guidance  of  thy 
grace.     —     *—    — •    —    —    —    —  '—    — 

At  this  instant  when  I  wish  to  raise  my  soul  to 
God,'  I  feel  a  depression  which  sinks  it  down  to 
the  earth.  Let  me  however  try  to  search  my 
heart,  and  see  what  have  been  my  principal  of- 
fences since  I  last  examined  it. 

'^  Keep  thy  heart  with  all  diligence,"  says  So- 
lomon, '^  for  out  of  it  are  the  issues  of  life."  O 
diat  I  could  keep  it  free  from  every  sin,  from  every 
blemish  I 

I  am  thoroughly  convinced  of  the  deadly  na- 
tbreof  sin,  and  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  abhor  all 
manner  of  wickedness,  so  that  I  would  not  deli- 
berately commit  any  offence  against  the  Gom-r 
Masidments  of  my  heavenly  Fatherj^  for  I 
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they  arc  founded  upon  justice,  mercy,  and  good- 
ness. No,  bles&ed  Lord!  far  be  it  from  me,  liiy 
devoted  servant  to  give  my  mind  to  habitual  wick- 
edness! yet,  alas!  I  am  often  surprised  into  sia: 
my  infirmities  are  many  and  great.  I  do  not  know 
that  Satan  has  power  over  me;  I  tniit,  he  ba» 
not ;  for  1  abhor  his  woH:s;  I  am  not  hia  slave. 
O  divine  Lord,  most  earnestly  do  1  desire  to  fol- 
low thy  blessed  example :  I  will  stndy  it  daily. 
Most  earnestly  do  I  deare  to  be  led  by  the  Holy 
Spirit:  had  I  but  the  power,  I  would  cast  ont 
every  desire  that  is  tinctured  with  cormptioa. 
But  what  can  I  do  fi»r  myself!  To  thee  1  ftee, 
blessed  Saviour,  help  tne  to  know  myself.  Wlttt 
is  there  in  me,  that  my  heayenly  Father  dosp* 
proves?  O  let  me  know  my  secret  faults,  they 
are  not  hid  from  thee,  though  my  conscience  brings 
them  not  to  my  remembrance. 

Fat^r  0^  mercies,  God  ^  life,  Author  of  iM 
my  comfisTts,  thou  knowest  that  as  a  oUUd  loves 
the  tenderest  of  parents,  I  love  thee,  that  I  fed 
my  dependance  upon  'diee  for  all  the  UesMUgs 
and  comforts  <tf  life.  That  I  iear  to  o&nd  thee, 
that  I  grieve  from  the  bottom <ef  my  soul  wheuJ 
fed  ooQScioBs  of  having  erred  from  thy  command' 
ments. 

O  mercifol  Father,  these  is  nolttikg  ittAe  vhole 
universe  which  thy  Almighty  power  has  cieated« 
that  I  -desire  in  comparison  a£  thee.  Pnecions  am 
the  raoments  mkich  are  &us  employed  in  ^nl^gg 
eonamisa  wkhthee,  my  iiOid,  and  njrCiodi  Q 
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inttn^dollifeliriii^ofthial^^  nyiorii 

it9W  Above  thnft,  it  Mote  the  Aoeiety  4if  Afigels,  I 
iMittafvnurdsmylieiMiBiyid^^  l^e^von^ 
ofGtorylitMfonna;  I  Img  to  betr  llie  Iuutimi  of 
Hm  Aiigtftlie  dii&if ;  i  kmgt^  h^bAd  the  ^kiry  of 
wyhwreidy  Father;  I  tong  to  see  my  edoriMs^ 
ny  beloted  9airidtir.  O  whit  a  pmipeet »  1y^ 
liiro  aie ;  Ihough  obwurai  by  this  veil  of  flesiiy  it 
it  gkmMi)  it  iR  invttuigt  I  would  notforago  the 
iKipei  «f  JumoiOftl  Mte,  ibr  all  that  ihoimiMli  < 
mci worlds aalUt  endive.  l>eatli»  I  wttoot 
Ibartbee*  lfI<san4Mitpfeserveiniiiy'dyiiigh^ 
ftebopesInowposBess,  thoo  wilt  not  be  to  me  m 
Kmgtft^tnmn.  No,  I  ehali  resign  my  We  wMi 
joy%  i  dhttfi  gm  my  body  to  the  dust  wiAh  the 
most  |Msi(ect  resigittitioa,  O  how  eaehantiag  ^are 
the  CftsagfAfo  of  heaMidy  joys!  wimt  then  wiH  be 
the  fiwtrnn  t/i  4liem !  Peihaps  fiMr  eodtess  ages  I 
ahaU  he  oecapiedm  viewing  the  wioaideitfiil  weaks 
of 'God.  If  I  €Ba  so  -encdiaated  with  the  beanties 
Of  MtMe  ia  tias  lower  wodd,  what  wiM  he  my  ad- 
ttkatioaeMl  detiglft,  when  I  g0t  elboee  the  ^dues^ 
and  viewUbe  glories  ef  Heaven?  Bnt  i  a|SKt 
gmtterMieilty  than  this,  iatheeelestiilaboilea* 
Theie  I  hope  to  fed  demtioa  in  its  otmost  eneigy. 
0  irthedight  lenmn  Imwfeel  aiemdriigM- 
M,  what  wsffl  be  my  hafipinesB  when  Isee  nqr 
heawriy ftcther, ^<wgnaa i«n aeeai ?  Waeapun^ 
fiedirom  every  defilement,  I  era  approach  Imn 
withonrt  fear;  when  I  -can  4Mh<M  the  Saviow. 
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who  died  for  mankind ;  when  Angels  shall  hail  me 
as  their  fellow  servant.  O  blessed  Saviour,  mep> 
ciful  Redeemer,  confirm  these  hopes  in  me,  I  most 
humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  thee.  Keep  me  in 
the  right  path  tliat  I  may  never  forfeit  them.  I 
am  content  to  labour,  and  to  suffer  whatever  may 
be  necessary  to  prepare  me  for  the  change,  I  so 
ardently  desire.  Lord,  I  am  thy  devoted  servant 
I  have  made  it  the  great  business  of  my  life,  to 
inculcate  thedivine  truths  of  thy  inestimable  Gos- 
pel among  the  young  and  ignorant.  I  am  anxiou* 
to  contribute  towards  preserving  my  country  from 
the  conti^ion  of  those  corrupt  principles  whidl 
have  ruined  a  neighbouring  nation.  O  Lord,  how 
dreadful  it  is  to  think  of  the  horrid  wickedness 
that  is  practised  there !  may  the  Providence  of 
the  Almighty  Governor  of  the  universe  give  suc- 
cess to  our  arms,  and  save  us  from  our  enemies! 
O  may  Providence  preserve  our  King,  and  his  ia- 
mily,  from  the  like  dreadful  calamities  which  have 
fallen  upon  those  of  France.  How  is  that  once 
mighty  nation  become  a  den  of  infernal  monstersl 
professed  Atheists !  Lord,  when  I  think  of  the 
judgments  thou  hast  sent  on  the  nations  of  old.  I 
expect  with  awe  and  reverence  a  like  catastrophe 
to  that  proud  city  which  now  exalts  itself  against 
Omnipotence.  May  the  lesson  it  affords,  be  read 
by  the  surrounding  nations,  and  while  thy  judg- 
ments are  on  the  earth  may  they  learn  righteou&- 
ness!  —    —    —    —    ^    —    —    —    — 


O  meDctfiil  Father,  my  soul  repoites  its  ten 
toist  in  theel  thou  khowest  what  is  biest  for  me ; 
on  thee  I  rest  my  cares ;  thou  wilt  help  ine  to  bear 
whatever  thou  seest  fit  to  lay  upon  me ;  I  will 
^moderate  my  desires.  One  desire  only,  I  am  un- 
Vflling  to  relinquish,  that  of  doing  good.  O  Lord, 
Ihe  fear  of  being  liberal  beyond  what  my  present 
circumstances  admit  of,  alone  restrains  my  hand 
from  contributing  to  the  relief  of  all  who  apply 
to  me;  thou  knowest  my  desire ;  if  it  be  thy  good 
Measure,  encrease  the  means,  and  1  will  be  a  faith- 
ful steward  of  thy  bounty.  If  on  the  contrary, 
4hou  seest  fit  to  deny  me  this  honour  which  I  so 
earnestly  desire ;  make  me  contented  under  the 
disappointment,  and  give  the  same  inclination  to 
others  whose  ability  is  greater. 

0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  of  thy  infinite  goodness 
to  continue  to  me  and  my  dear  family,  thy  hea- 
venly benediction ;  continue  to  bring  them  up  in 
thy  faith  and  fear ;  awaken  them  to  a  sense  of 
every  deviation  from  their  duty;  give  them  re- 
pentance, and  strength  to  fulfil  every  good  and 
^us  purpose.  O  may  they  all  be  children  and 
Jb^rs  of  thy  glorious  promises,  through  Jesus 
C)irist  our  Lord. 

1  humbly  commit  to  thy  all-wise  disposal  most 
nerciful  and  gracious  Father,  all  my  concerns, 
4i(piritual  and  temporal,  beseeching  thee  to  grant 
tttme  and  mine,  thy  fatherly  protection,  counsel, 
wd  guidance.  May  thy  peace  shed  its  benign  in- 
fluence over  our  hearts  and  minds;  may  we  fi[nally 
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obtain  possession  of  what  we  can  now  only  hope 
for!  may  thy  name,  O  God,  be  glorified  for  end- 
less ages! 

I  will  end  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  with  an  in- 
dulgence, which  I  hope  is  not  unsuitable  to  the 
blessings  which  the  Creator  pronounced  upon  the 
day  of  rest.  I  will  meditate  a  little  while  upon 
the  excellencies  of  my  late  dear  husband.  O  he 
was,  or  my  fond  heart  deceives  me,  a  man  of  on- 
common  virtue.  For  purity  of  mind  I  never  saw 
his  equal ;  he  was  master  of  his  passions,  he  ab- 
horred all  kinds  of  impurity  and  wickedness;  his 
benevolence  was  universal,  not  confined  to  rela- 
tions and  friends,  but  embracing  even  enemies; 
not  contented  with  forgiving  those  who  had  in- 
jured him,  he  was  anxious  to  do  them  good.  O 
what  comfort  does  it  afford  to  my  widowed  heart, 
to  recollect  the  words  which  he  several  times  re- 
peated before  his  death ;  he  thanked  God  there 
was  not  a  person  upon  earth  to  whom  he  woald 
not  do  good  if  it  were  in  his  power.  I  think  as 
he  left  the  world  in  such  a  disposition  he  must 
have  found  acceptance  from  the  God  who  shows 
mercy  to  the  merciful ;  who  forgives  those  who 
forgive  others,  who  will  admit  the  pure  in  heart 
to  see  him. 

How  should  I  grieve,  if  I  thought  that  death 
was  as  the  atheists  of  the  present  day  assert,  an 
eternal  sleep.  No,  my  beloved  husband!  I  have 
better  hopes  for  thee  and  myself;  for  alt  that  serve 
the  Lord;  we  shall  have  a  joyful  summons  to  a 
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glorious  resurrection.  We  shall  see  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  coining  in  the  clouds.  We  shall  give  an 
account  of  our  talents,  and  receive  a  reward  for 
the  improvement  of  them ;  not  of  merit  indeed, 
for  the  best  of  us  are  unprofitable  servants,  but  of 
grace.  Blessed  hour !  when  wilt  thou  arrive?  In 
God's  time  may  it  be ! 

Merciful  and  gracious  Father,  Lord  of  Heaven 
and  Earth !  I  earnestly  desire  to  pay  unto  thy  di- 
vine Majesty  the  homage  that  is  due  from  me,  a 
sinful  creature,  created  by  thy  power,  and  re- 
deemed by  thy  mercy.     But  I  cannot  raise  my 
mind  to  that  pitch  of  devotion  which  is  suitable  to  * 
such  a  service.     How  amiable  is  thy  dwelling- 
place,  O  Lord  of  Hosts !  my  soul  hath  a  longing 
desire  to  enter  into  those  blest  abodes  where  thou, 
O  Lord,  shewest  forth  thy  glory.     O  Lord  the 
living,  God  I  long  for  thee !   As  the  heart  panteth 
for  the  water  brooks,  even  so  longeth  my  soul  af- 
ter thee,  O  God!   O   divine  Spirit,  proceeding 
fi*om  the  Father  and  the  Son,  descend  on  me,  I 
beseech  thee.     Cast  out  of  my  heart  all  that  is 
offensive  to  my  heavenly  Father.     Purify  it,  sanc- 
tify it !  make  it  the  temple  of  thy  holy  residence. 
Kindle  the  flame  of  devotion  in  my  languid  soul !  ^ 
May  it  send  forth  a  sweet  smelling  savour  pleas- 
ing to  my  God ! 

O  that  my  soul  could  disengage  itself  from  every 
earthly  thing  and  rise  to  God !  I  aspire  to  the 
perfection  of  angels ;  I  feel  myself  a  helpless  mor- 
tal ;  not  that  I  am  discontented  with  my  present 
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state,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  thankful  that  by 
Divine  Providence,  I  am  a  human  creature,  but 
with  the  glorious  promises  of  the  Gospel  in  view, 

.  I  long  to  get  the  better  of  the  infirmities  of  my 
mortal  nature;  yet  it  cannot  be;  my  weakness 
will  remain  till  this  frail  body  shall  be  changed  for 
a  spiritual  body ;  but  even  now  wash  me  in  thy 
precious  blood,  O  Lord  Jesus,  and  I  shall  be 
whiter  than  snow,  clothe  me  with  thy  righteous- 
ness and  I  shall  he  pleasing  in  the  sight  of  my 
heavenly  Father! 

O  Lord,  how  am  I  overcome  at  this  moment 
with  the  delightfiil  idea  that  the  Father  of  the  Uai- 
verse  extends  his  love  to  me;  one  of  the  milUons 
of  sinners  which  thou,  O  blessed  Jesus,  hast  re- 
deemed. How  comfortable  is  the  thought  that 
the  Creator  of  the  world  looks  down  with  compla- 
cency upon  ray  humble  labours  for  the  good  of  the 
rising  generation :  that  the  Saviour  who  died  for 
me  and  all  mankind  approves  my  zeal  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  name ;  and  accepts  my  humble  endea- 
vours to  testify  my  gratitude  to  him  by  doing  what 
I  am  able  to  do  for  those  he  vouchsafes  to  call  his 
brethren.     Blessed  Jesus,  if  thou  hadst  not  di- 

.  rected  thy  disciples  to  regard  the  poor  as  thy  sub- 
stitutes, how  would  it  have  been  possible  for  me 
to  have  given  any  proof  of  the  gratitude  that  ewells 
my  heart,  when  I  think  of  the  redemption  thou 
hast  wrought  for  me  ;  and  hast  thou  then  blessed 
Saviour,  provided  for  me  a  mansion  in  thy  hea- 
venly kingdom?  O  yes  thou  hast!  and  I  shall 
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come  to  thee  when  my  life  is  ended.  What  will 
be  my  delight  when  I  arrive  there !  Angels,  per- 
haps, will  welcome  my  arrival  in  the  blest  abodes ; 
among  the  blest  inhabitants,  I  trust,  I  shall  find 
the  husband  of  my  heart,  the  children  of  my  fond 
affection.  I  shall  certainly  see  my  Redeemer ;  I 
shall  see  my  God !  Freed  from  the  infirmities  of 
the  flesh  I  shall  then  be  able  to  offer  a  more  per- 
fisct  service;  I  shall  be  able  to  sing  the  praises  of 
the  Lamb ;  when,  O  God,  shall  I  come  to  appear 
before  thee?   —    —    —    —    ~    —    — •    — 

I  have  now,  thanks  to  God  for  it !  performed 
the  duty  of  family  prayer  with  fervent  devotion. 
I  return  to  my  meditations.  If  I  aspire  to  enter 
the  blest  abodes,  let  me  ever  keep  in  mind  what 
is  required  of  me,  while  I  remain  in  this  world ; 
let  me  make  good  resolutions,  and  pray  for  divine 
grace  to  enable  me  to  keep  them.  ]  resolve  to 
serve  God,  with  all  my  heart;  to  pray  to  him 
daily  and  nightly ;  to  keep  his  sabbaths ;  to  obey 
his  commandments ;  to  submit  my.  will  to  his ; 
may  divine  grace  strengthen  me  to  do  so !  I  re- 
solve to  follow  the  example  of  my  blessed  Re- 
deemer to  the  best  of  my  poor  ability ;  to  keep 
true  to  my  Christian  profession ;  to  prove  myself 
a  faithful  disciple ;  to  honour  my  Saviour  in  the 
world's  eye  by  taking  the  blessed  Sacrament  in  re- 
membrance of  him ;  to  obey  all  his  divine  injunc- 
tions respecting  universal  charity  and  benevolence 
to  the  poor,  both  young  and  old;  to  enlarge  my 
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gifts  of  charity  if  my  worldly  means  iocrease. 
May  the  grace  of  God  enable  me  lo  do  all  this, 
and  every  thing  else  that  my  divine  and  beloved 
Lord  requires  of  me,  that  I  may  give  up  my  ac- 
counts with  joy  when  he  comes  to  judge  the 
world,  and  call  his  faithful  servants  to  himself! 

I  resolve  to  pray  for  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
and  to  yield  my  miod  to  his  heavenly  guidance. 

0  may  the  same  blessed  Spirit  help  me  to  accom- 
plish what  without  him  I  can  only  design !  as  a 
parent  I  resolve  to  set  my  children  an  example  (rf 
a  godly  life :  to  encourage  those  who,  I  trust,  are 
doing  the  same  to  perseverance ;  to  supply  to  the 
best  of  my  power  to  all  my  dear  children  the  loss 
of  their  dear,  tender,  indulgent,  provident  father. 
May  the  grace  of  God  accompany  my  endeavours. 

I  resolve  to  be  kind  to  all  my  relations ;  to  live 
in  peace  with  all  mankind  as  far  as  it  depends 
upon  me  ;  to  be  charitable  to  the  poor  of  all  de- 
nominations as  far  as  I  can.  May  God  in  his  in- 
finite goodness  keep  alive  my  good  purposes,  and 
by  his  Providence  bless  me  with  the  means  to  re- 
lieve all  whom  that  Providence  may  direct  to  me! 

O  merciful  God,  enable  me,  I  most  humbly  be- 
seech thee,  to  keep  these  resolutions,  and  to  do 
whatever  thou  shalt  see  fit  to  require  of  me  in 
every  relation  or  connection  of  life.    —    —    — 

The  demands  upon  my  charity  increase  daily. 

1  can  truly  say  that  I  wish  to  relieve  alt  the  dis- 
tressed objects  that  apply  to  me,  but  I  cannot  do 
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it.  O  how  painful  is  it  to  turn  away  one^s  face 
from  a  poor  man!  Lord,  I  grieve  that  I  am 
obliged  to  do  it.  How  great  is  the  delight  of 
clearing  away  the  clouds  of  sorrow,  and  bringing 
the  sun-shine  of  joy  upon  a  human  counte- 
nance!   —    —    —    — -    —    —    —    —    • — 

I  am  not  ambitious,  I  hope  I  am  not,  to  have 
great  possessions^  so  that  I  can  but  enjoy  peace, 
and  be  liberal  to  the  necessitous.  I  wish  to  be 
moderate  in  all  things ;  this  world  is  ttot  an  abid- 
ing-place; we  seek  a  city  whose  builder  and 
maker  is  Grod ;  our  treasure  is  in  heaven,  there 
let  our  hearts  be  also. 

O  merciful  Father,  I  desire  to  detach  myself 
from  the  world,  while  I  lift  up  my  soul  unto  thee 
in  humble  prayer  and  thanksgiving.  I  bow  my 
heart  before  thee,  O  God  of  all  power,  wisdom, 
and  goodness ;  transcendantly  great  and  glorious 
Being !  the  thought  of  thine  infinite  perfections 
overpowers  my  weak  faculties !  I  am  lost  in  won- 
der, admiration,  and  gratitude !  Creator  of  thou- 
sands of  worlds !  Of  millions  of  intelligent  crea- 
tures! who  can  describe  thy  excellencies;  Pre- 
server of  all  that  thou  hast  created !  who  can  tell 
of  thy  goodness ;  and  may  I,  a  poor  wretched  sin- 
ner, presume  to  address  thee ;  thanks  to  thy  in- 
finite compassion !  poor,  and  weak,  and  sinful  as 
I  am,  I  may  approach  thee ;  I  may  with  confi- 
dence of  acceptance  seek  thy  favour  and  loving 
kindness.     Merciful  Father,  I  am  sensible  of  thy 
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love!  O  how  teuder  how  comjassionate  art  thou! 
I  have  offended,  I  koow  my  offences  are  number- 
less; 1  confess  my  sins  with  sorrow  and  confu- 
sion of  face,  though  I  humbly  trust,  thou  wilt  for- 
give me  for  thy  dear  Son's  sidte.  Blessed  Saviour, 
to  thy  intercession  I  trust  for  deliverance  from 
the  sad  consequences  of  sin.  I  will  not  give  way 
to  desponding  fears ;  I  will  rejoice  in  thy  salra- 
tion :  yes,  blessed  Redeemer,  I  will  rejoice  and 
be  glad  in  the  hopes  which  I  have  of  obtaining 
through  thiae  all-sufficient  merits,  a  glorious  re- 
surrection to  eternal  bliss.  O  bow  transporting 
the  thought !  my  soul  longs  to  enter  the  heavenly 
abodes  !  O  that  it  may  acquire  a  heavenly  tem- 
per, while  it  is  a  prisoner  in  the  flesh !  What  arc 
the  trifles  of  this  life  to  one  who  is  a  candidate  for 
eternity  ? 

Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  consolation, 
1  thank  thee  with  my  whole  heart  for  all  thy 
bountiful  goodness  bestowed  upon  me  from  the 
first  moment  of  my  existence  to  the  present  time. 
I  thank  thee,  gracious  God !  for  giving  to  me,  my 
late  dear  husband  and  our  children,  the  know- 
ledge of  salvation.  I  thank  thee  for  all  the  tempo- 
ral blessings  thou  wast  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us ; 
and  for  the  consolation  thou  didst  graciously  af- 
ford in  times  of  affliction.  O  my  God,  gratitude 
is  all  I  have  to  offer,  and  that  I  present  with  sin- 
cerity and  truth.  Look  at  my  heart,  O  God, 
which  is  open  before  thee,  and  which  now  over^ 
flows  with  gratitude  and  veneration.    I  cannot 
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exprefislhci  {edings  of  iny  heart  Itpttnts  fortheei 
the  living  Grod !  O  when  shall  I  come  and  appear 
before  God  ?  when  diall  I  behold  the  glory  of 
his  majesty  ?  when  shall  I  see  my  divine  Saviour  ? 
when  shall  I  join  the  heavenly  choir  ?  when  shall 
I  entef  the  abodes  of  bliss  ?  Adorable  Saviour  1 
I  trust,  when  my  appointed  time  comes,  I  shall 
meet  death  without  terror.  Thou  wilt  support 
me  in  my  dyiiig  moments  !  perhaps  heaven  may 
then  be  open  to  my  view !  O  how  I  love  to  think 
of  heaven !  surely  the  last  trumpet  will  be  a  joy- 
ful sound  to  me ;  I  hope,  blessed  Lord,  I  shall 
have  no  occasion  to  flee  away  from  thy  presence ; 
I  hope  1  need  not  fear  to  stand  before  thy  judg- 
ment-seat. Thou  wilt  cover  my  sins  and  infirmi- 
ties with  the  robe  of  thy  righteousness.  Thou 
wilt  wash  me  in  thy  precious  blood,  and  I  shall 
be  whiter  than  snow.  I  shall  be  justified  through 
thy  redemption.  I  shall,  I  hope  and  trust,  meet 
thee  in  the  air !  ambition^  why  wilt  thou  grovel 
on  the  earth  when  such  glorious  objects  invite 
thee  to  the  skies  !  Pride,  why  wilt  thou  covet  the 
honours  and  distinctions  of  a  vain  transitory 
world,  when  everlasting  honours  are  to  be  found 
by  humility  in  heaven ! 

Heavenly  Father !  gracious  God !  I  earnestly 
purpose  to  lead  a  godly  life,  following  thy  ccun* 
mandments  as  long  as  thou  shalt  see  fit  to  permit 
me  to  remain  upon  earth. 

Blessed  Jesus !  I  earnestly  and  sincerdy  pur- 


I 


262 

pose  to  be  thy  true  and  faithful  disciple  unto  mjr 
life's  end. 

Spirit  of  grace  and  sanctification !  I  yield  my- 
self to  thy  divine  guidance.  Above  ail  things  I 
desire  to  do  the  will  of  God,  and  follow  the  exam- 
ple of  my  blessed  Redeemer.      —     —    -^     — ■ 

O  God,  who  is  worthy  to  be  compared  with 
thee !  praised  be  thy  name  from  the  rising  up  of 
the  sun  to  the  going  down  of  the  same.  As  long 
as  I  live  will  I  serve  thee,  O  Lord ;  while  I  have 
any  being  1  will  adore  and  worship  thee.  Great, 
almighty,  transcendantly  glorious  being  !  1  bow 
down  my  soul  before  thee  with  awe,  veneration, 
gratitude,  and  love  I  Father  of  Mercies!  I  render 
thee  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  all  the  bless- 
ings spiritual  and  temporal  which  thou  hast  be- 
stowed upon  me,  my  late  dear  husband,  and  all 
our  dear  children.  Above  all  things,  O  Lord,  I 
thank  thee  for  the  hopes  thou  hast  afforded  us  of 
everlasting  happiness  through  the  satisfaction  of 
thy  beloved  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

Salvation,  and  glory,  and  honour,  and  praise, 
be  ascribed  by  all  intelligent  creatures  to  the 
Lord  our  God !  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy 
works.  Lord  God  Almighty!  just  and  true  are 
thy  ways,  O  King  of  saints ! 

Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength, 
and  honour,  and  glory.    Thou  hast  created  all 
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pgi,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  vete 

hted.  Holy,  holy,  holy.  Lord  God  Almighty  I 
'  ted  and  adored,  exalted  and  ma^ified  be 

f  great  and  glorious  name  for  ever  and  ever  I 

len. 

I  will  lay  me  down  and  take  my  rest,  for  it  is 
thou.  Lord,  only  that  makest  me  dwell  in  safety. 

Nov.  10.  I  am  very  anxious  for  a  dear  girl 
who  is  going  this  week  to  leave  me  in  order  to 
take  a  long  journey.  She  will  certainly  be  ab- 
k  sent  many  months.  I  may  die  before  she  returns, 
i  or  it  may  please  Gh>d  to  take  her  away,  and  she 
may  never  return  to  bless  my  eyes  with  the  sight 
of  her,  to  comfort  my  heart  by  her  dutiful  at- 
tention. This  care  I  will  presume  to  cast  upon 
God,  for  I  consent  to  her  leaving  me  only  be- 
cause my  reason  tells  me  it  is  best  to  do  so,  and 
religion  forbids  it  not.  Instead  of  indulging  fears 
I  will  cherish  hopes.  We  may  meet  again  here  ; 
if  not,  I  think  we  shall  certainly  meet  hereafter. 
The  heavenly  Jerusalem  is  the  country  to  which 
both  of  us  are  travelling,  though  we  may  be 
separated  for  a  short  time  in  our  journey  to  it 
One  may  arrive  at  that  delightful  place  sooner, 
but  the  first  will  be  ready  to  welcome  the  arrival 
of  the  last.  I  will  not  anticipate  the  evils  of  this 
life.  I  cannot  govern  events,  but  I  trust  that  the 
Disposer  of  all  events  is  my  father  and  my  friend. 
Transporting  thought,  I  have  the  Almighty  for 
«ny  father  and  my  friend.  O  Lord,  I  will  fear  no 
'il ;  no^  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
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shadow  of  death,  1  will  fear  no  evil ;  thy  rod  and 
thy  staff  shall  comfort  me.  I  will  trust  to  thj 
goodness  for  the  preservation  of  my  children  ;  I 
will  rely  on  thy  fatherly  goodness,  and  possess 
my  soul  in  patience.      —    • —     —    —    —     — 

O  Lord,  I  humbly  recommend  to  thy  fatherly 
care  the  dear  child  I  am  likely  this  week  to  part  | 
from.  Take  her,  I  beseech  thee,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  thy  good  providence;  preserve  hex 
from  all  perils  and  dangers  ;  prosper  her  journey; 
enable  her  to  do  good ;  to  give  comfort  and  as- 
sistance to  others;  and  O  preserve  her  in  th^ 
ways  of  religion  and  virtue. 

Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  give  thy  heavenly  be- 
nediction to  me,  and  every  one  of  my  beloved  fa- 
mily. Let  us  serve  thee  faithfully  upon  earth, 
and  receive  us  after  death  into  thine  eternal  king- 
dom. 

O  praise  the  Lord  of  glory,  praise  him  in  the 
height ;  praise  him  for  his  goodness,  praise  him 
for  his  mercy!  Praises  a  thousand  times  repeated, 
cannot  express  his  excellency !  O  how  feeble  the 
attempts  of  a  poor  weak  mortal  to  speak  thy 
praises,  thou  greatest  and  best  of  Beings !  Let  the 
sentiments  of  my  heart,  which  thou  canst  see  and 
interpret,  speak  for  me,  gracious  Lord,  heavenly 
Father,  Lord  of  all  power  and  glory  !      —       — 

O  what  did  I  suffer  a  few  days  since  when  I 
passed  the  place  of  interment  of  my  dear  hus- 
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\moA  ;  the  place  where  his  preeiout  temaios  ane 
deposited ;  the  place  where  I  hope  my  dust  will 
be  mixed  with  his  when  my  pilgrimage  on  earth 
is  at  an  end  ;  the  place  from  whence  I  hope  we 
shall  rise  to  a  glorious  resurrection.    Where  will 
our  ^ouls  be  in  the  mean  while?    God  alone 
knows.  Thou,  dear  husband,  hast  resigned  thine* 
Mine  has  not  yet  passed  the  Jordan ;  but  I  look 
beyond  it!  I  see  the  heavenly  hills t  I  have  a 
faint  idea  of  heavenly  glory.    I  long  to  see  my 
King  and  my  God ;  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer. 
The  angelic  choir !  O  extacy  of  thought  I  Tran- 
scendant  goodness,  to  give  such  hopes  to  sinful 
mortals !  O  God,  my  heart,  my  heart  is  ready.  I 
will  be  talking  of  thy  salvation  from  day  to  day. 
Adorable  divine  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  Son  of  the 
Father,  I  honour  thee  ydth  all  my  heart  and 
soul ;  I  desire  to  approve  myself  thy  faithful  dis- 
ciple. Continue  to  me,  I  beseech  thee,  thy  grace 
and  favour ;  leave  me  not  to  myself ;  stretch  out 
thy  hand,  or  I  shall  sink  under  the  waves  of  this 
world.   Lord,  while  I  live,  employ  me  in  thy  ser- 
vice, which  is  dearer  to  me  than  life  itself. 

Almighty  and  merciful  Father,  I  desire  to 
humble  myself  before  thee  as  becomes  a  sinner. 
I  know,  O  Lord,  that  all  sin  is  an  offence  to  the 
purity  of  thy  divine  nature,  and  that,  as  a  sinner, 
I  am  unworthy  to  approach  thee ;  but,  O  Lord 
Gk>d,  the  race  of  sinners  to  which  I  belong  have 
been  redeemed  by  their  dearly  beloved  Son;  for 
his  sake,  l  beseech  thee,  to  pardon  me.    Lord 
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Jesus,  may  thy  intercessioii  prevail  for  me !  fiiri 
at  this  time  I  am  oot  able  to  pray  for  myselfj^ 
nor  would  my  most  fervent  devotions  have  aI^ri 
claim  to  acceptance  without  thee.    On  thy   mM 
rits,  O  blessed  Lord,  is  my  depeudance  placedJ 
Ponder  my  words,  O  Lord,  consider  my  meditM 
tion.     O  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  my  calling,! 
languid  and  feeble  as  it  is,  yet  hearken  unto  thei 
voice  of  my  calling,   my  King  and  my  God !   for  i 
the  aid  of  thy  spirit  I  now  pray  unto  thee.    O  , 
kindle  the  flame  of  devotion  in  this  cold  heart  of  , 
mine,  and  then  my  voice  shatt  thou  hear  betimes;  j 
early  in  the  morning  will  I  direct  my  prayer  UQtO  1 
thee,  and  will  look  up.     I  will  not  take  pleasure  J 
in  wickedness,  for,  O  Lord,  1  hope  to  dwell  hen^  1 
after  with  thee.     I  will  not  be  foolish.    I  will  not  j 
love  vanity,  for  thou  hatest  them  that  do  sa     I  \ 
will  go  to  thine  house,  depending  upon  the  mul- 
titude of  thy  mercies,  and  in  thy  fear  will  I  wor- 
ship in  thy  holy  temple. 

I  have  done  with  the  vanities  of  Ufe,  but  I  caa 
find  enjoyment  still  in  this  transitory  state.  I 
have  here  good,  dutiful  children.  I  have  employ^ 
ment  of  the  most  satisfactory  kind.  I  have  the 
word  of  God  to  instruct  me  in  the  ways  of  holi- 
ness, and  to  solace  my  mind  in  affliction.  I  bare 
the  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  guide  me.  I  have  a 
sense  of  thy  love,  compassionate  Saviour,  and  of 
the  tender  mercy  of  my  heavenly  Father  for  thy 
sake.  I  have  in  general  thy  peace  which  passeth 
all  understanding,  and  I  have  the  hopes  of  im- 
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mortd-iiappuiess  in  heaven  heieafter  I  but  in  the 
wwld  to  come,  I  shall,  I  trust,  enjoy  all  that  is 
truly  desirable  in  infinitely  greater  perfectionthan 
can  be  felt  by  mortals.     —     —     —    —     «— . 

O  God  of  all  power,  wisdom,  goodness,  glory, 
and  majesty,  I  humble  myself  before  thee  under 
a  sense  of  unworthiness.  O  Lord,  I  most  ear- 
nestly deplore  the  sins  and  offences  which  I  have 
called  to  mind,  and  I  sincerely  desire  to  avoid  the 
repetition  of  them.  A  candidate  for  heaven,  I 
blush  to  think  that  the  trifles  of  this  life  should 
still  have  any  allurements  for  me.  I  grieve  that 
I  should  ever  be  tempted,  even  for  a  moment,  to 
offend  against  one  of  thy  commandments.  I  im- 
plore thy  forgiveness^  gracious  Father,  for  the  re- 
luctance I  have  felt  to  quit  this  mortal  life, 
though  I  well  know  I  could  not  die  ydthout  thy 
express  vidll  that  I  should  do  so.  It  is  thou  alone 
that  killest  and  makest  alive.  O,  almighty  Father, 
not  in  opposition  to  thy  blessed  will  should  I 
desire  to  live  even  a  day  or  an  hour.  To  die,  I 
think,  would  be  gain  to  me,  for  I  hope  thou 
wouldst  graciously  admit  me  into  thy  heavenly 
kingdom.  Yet,  O  Lord,  I  cling  to  this  mortal 
life,  because  I  have  not  yet  finished  my  work.  O 
that  it  might  be  thy  pleasure  to  spare  me  till 
that  is  completed.  But,  O  God!  thy  vidll,  not 
mine,  be  done !  I  desire  to  resign  to  thine  all- 
wise  disposal,  myself,  my  soul  and  body,  my 
children,  my  goods,  all  that  belongs  to  me,  I  de- 
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sire  to  resi^  to  thy  fatherly  protection  the  lambs 
which  it  is  my  pleasure  to  feed,  only  keep  them*  ^ 
blessed  Saviour,  la  thy  foM,  and  raise   up  iar:i 
them  a  zealous  instructor  in  my  stead.  .  •! 

Dec.  22.   Another  week  has  been  added  to  n^  " 
life ;  another  sabbath  has  been  added  to  my  days 
of  mortality.    I  am  again  retired  to  my  closet  to 
commune  with  my  own  heart  and  be  still.      Let 
me  look  back  upon  the  space  of  time  that  has  | 
past  since  I  took  a  retrospect  of  my  religiou*  , 
conduct    Through  the  indulgent  mercy  of  God,   ' 
I  have  been  enabled  to  employ  myself  on  my 
work  which  has  driven  away  many  an  aDxious 
care  that  would  have  assailed  me.    —     —     — 

Greatest  and  most  glorious  of  Beings !  Eternal  ' 
and  infinite  Creator !  sole  Governor  of  a  Uni*  ' 
verse  '.  how  tran  seen  dent!  y  jreat  art  thou  !  how 
boundless  is  thy  power,  thy  goodness,  thy  mercy, 
thy  wisdom,  thy  holiness  !  how  glorious  thy  di- 
vine Majesty.  O  God,  the  Lord  Jehovah,  the 
God  of  Israel,  thou  alone,  O  Father,  with  thine 
eternal  Son  and  Spirit,  art  worthy  to  be  praised 
and  had  in  honour !  O  that  thy  praise  may  re- 
sound from  every  part  of  thy  boundless  creation ! 
O  that  it  may  sound  from  the  harps  of  archangels ! 
All  thy  works  praise  thee,  O  God.  Thine  infinite 
perfection  is  displayed  in  every  one  of  them.  O 
how  wonderful  art  thou,  great  God  of  Hosts! 
Father  of  all  things !  my  soul  is  now  stretched 
forth  towards  thee ;  yet  how  feeble  is  my  praise! 


O  God,  vouchsafe  to  accept  my  hukble  tri'bufe 
of  adoration  and  thanksgiving;  the  best  I  can 
nowoflTer!  O  how  my  soul  longs  to  join  with 
angels  in  more  exalted  strains ;  but  it  cannot  be. 
What  must  the  joys  of  heaven  be,  if  the  thought 
of  God  can  raise  a  weak  mortal  to  such  exalted 
pleasure !  my  soul  is  athirst  for  God,  for  the  liv- 
ing God!  when  shall  I  come  to  appear  before 
God !  when  shall  I  behold  his  glorious  presence ! 
when  shall  I  see  the  benignant  face  of  my  divine 
Saviour!  Blessed  Lord,  when  shall  I  hear  thy 
glorious  voice  ?  when  wilt  thou  come  to  gather 
together  thy  redeemed.  O  that  I  may  be  found 
among  that  blessed  flock.  Lord,  I  will  serve 
thee  upon  earth.  I  will  be  faithful  till  death  !  O 
keep  for  me  the  crown  of  life.  Provide  for  me  a 
heavenly  mansion.  Dear  Lord,  grant  me  thy 
grace  that  I  may  overcome  the  fear  of  death. 
Death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  Grave,  where  is  thy 
victory  ?  To  me,  I  trust,  thou  wilt  prove  a  con- 
ductor to  the  realms  of  joy.  My  Redeemer  hath 
disarmed  thee,  he  hath  blunted  thy  dart.  Thou 
mayst  lay  my  body  in  the  silent  grave,  but  what 
can  reach  the  immortal  spirit !  That  shall  wing 
its  way  to  the  abodes  of  bliss  ! 

The  trumpet  will  sound,  the  dead  will  arise, 
this  mortal  shall  put  on  immortality,  this  corrupti- 
ble shall  put  on  incorruption,  this  vile  body  shall 
be  changed ;  I  shall  rise  above  the  clouds ;  I 
shall  leave  this  scene  of  mortality  and  woe ;  I 
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shall  go  where  neither  sorrow,  nor  pain,  nor  t 
OOF  death  can  follow. 

To  the  protection  of  the  ever-adorable  Trinity 
I  humbly  recommend  myself  and  all  who  are 
near  and  dear  to  me,  now  and  for  evennor^, 
Amen. 


Mr.  H ,  the  writer  of  the  foUowhig  letter 

'was  a  respectable  tradesman,  whose  wife  had 
been  extremely  desirous  of  having  the  benefit  of 
Mrs.  Trimmer's  conversation,  and  advice,. during 
a  lingering  illness,  which  terminated,  as  was  ex? 
pected,  in  her  death. 

TO  MRS.  TRIMMER. 

Madam, 
I  should  feel  myself  wanting  in  gratitude,  if 
I  neglected  longer  to  return  you  my  sincere  ac- 
knowledgments for  your  goodness  and  attention 
to  my  late  wife.  I  am  prompted  in  thus  address- 
ing you  by  her  most  particular  requesti  the  hap- 
piness and  comfort  she  experienced  after  taking 
the  Sacrament  and  other  conversations  with  you, 
made  a  suitable  impression  on  her  mind,  and 
enabled  her  to  leave  this  world  in  such  a  manner 
as  afforded  me  some  consolation  for  her  loss,  ac- 
cept, Madain,  the  tribute  of  thanks  which  by  her 
desire,  and  my  own  duty  I  return  to  you.  Your 
exemplary  goodness  and  condescension  to  per- 
sons afflicted  with  sickness  must  be  felt  most  by 
those  who  are  most  in  need  of  such  assistance,  that 
you.  Madam,  may  be  blessed  with  health  and 
long  life,  to  be  of  the  same  essential  service  to 
other  afflicted  families^  you  have  been  to  mine,  is 

Jthe  prayer  of. 

Madam, 

Your  most  obedient. 

Humble  servant^ 

S.H . 
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Mr.  H , 

I  am  very  much  obl^ed  to  you  for  your  let- 
ter, which  gave  mc  heartfelt  satisfaction.  My 
earnest  wish  is  whilst  it  shall  please  God  to  con- 
tinue my  life,  to  be  the  instrument  of  his  Provi- 
dence for  the  good  of  my  fellow-creatures ;  and  so 
far  am  I  from  thinking  that  I  conferred  a  favour 
by  visiting  your  late  wife,  that  I  feel  myself  ob» 
liged  by  the  opportunity  given  me,  of  edifying  by 
the  example  of  her  pious  resignation  to  the  will 
of  God,  under  her  very  severe  sufferings;  and  oC 
testifying  my  faith  in  the  Saviour  of  the  World,  by 
encouraging  one,  whose  piety  and  humility  conld 
not  but  render  her  an  object  of  his  divine  benevo- 
lence, to  look  up  to  him  with  hope  and  confidence 
in  her  dying  moments.  That  your  late  dear  wife 
is  gone  to  a  state  of  bliss,  I  cannot  in  the  least 
doubt.  All  the  promises  of  the  Gospel  are  in  fa- 
vour of  such  characters  as  her's,  and  I  scruple 
not  to  call  her,  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour, 
"  an  Israelite  indeed,  in  whom  was  no  guikJ* 
Now  that  all  her  sufferings  are  over,  you  have 
cause  to  rejoice  on  her  account,  that  it  has  pleased 
God  to  shorten  the  days  of  her  trial,  and  tempta- 
tion; and  I  am  sincerely  glad  to  find  your  resign 
nation  has  been  such,  as  to  procure  you  that  con- 
solation which  can  only  come  from  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  Comforter,  and  as  a  fellow-Christian, 
it  likewise  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  see  you  so 


3^ 

fegulat  ili  your  attendance  upon  the  public  Wot-* 

9iiip  of  God ;  but  as  you  have  made  me  your  friend; 

by  80  kindly  estimating  the  little  offices^  which»  as 

a. Christian,  I  was  bound  to  perform  when  called 

upon  to  do  SQ^  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  offer 

a  word  or  two  of  advice  to  yourself,  in  order  to 

induce  you  to  become  a  frequenter  of  the  Lord's 

Table*    You  have  lately  had  a  moat  convincing 

proof  of  the  efficacy  of  the  Holy  Sacrament  in  the 

strengthening  and  refreshing  oi  the  soul  of  your 

late  wife,  but  let  me  beg  of  you  to  consider,  that 

though  it  is  very  right  and  proper  for  every  Ghris« 

tian  to  partake  of  this  holy  ordinance  at  the  close 

of  life,  if  possible,  it  was  not  instituted  merely  as 

an  office  for  the  dying;  but  for  the  purpose  of 

keeping  up  in  the  minds  of  those  who,  amidst  the 

busy  scenes  of  life,  might  be  forgetful  of  their  Re-« 

deemer,  the  continual  remembrance  of  his  death  and 

sufferings.    Gall  to  mind  then  the  injunction  of 

fiur  Lord  himself  at  the  very  time  he  was  going  to 

lay  down  his  life  for  the  sins  of  mankind ;  ''  do  this 

in  remembrance  of  me,''  and  whilst  you  are  so  pro^ 

perly  solicitous  to  fulfil  every  request  of  your  late 

dear  wife,  shew  an  equal  solicitude  to  fulfil  that 

of  the  Son  of  God,  who  has  done  infinitely  more 

for  you  than  any  earthly  friend  can  possibly  do, 

and  who,  if  you  shew  yourself  his  faithful  disciple^ 

by  following  the  steps  of  his  most  holy  life,  and 

keeping  his  commandments,  will  reward  you  with 

everlasting  happiness  in  that  world,  to  which  the 

late  dear  object  of  your  tenderest  affection  is  gone 

before  you. . 
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Hitherto,  I  am  persuaded,  you  have  dischargtnl 

the  relative  duties  in  a  very  conscientious  manner, 
and  the  unwearied  attention,  and  unremitting  kind- 
ness by  which  you  mitigated  the  pains  and  suffer- 
ings of  your  beloved  partner,  must  afford  you  the 
highest  satisfaction.  She  has  left  behind  her,  two 
pledges  of  the  conjugal  affection  which  subsisted 
betwixt  you,  and  I  am  sure  your  intention  is  !• 
discharge  towards  them  the  duty  of  a  double  pa- 
rent. But  in  every  relation  of  life,  we  stand  ia 
constant  need  of  divine  guidance,  and  there  is  cep- 
tainly  no  means  of  grace  so  efficacious  for  obtain- 
ing this  assistance  as  that  of  receiving  the  Sacra- 
ment of  the  Lord's  Supper  seriously  and  frequent- 
ly,  not  only  for  the  self-examination  it  induces, 
and  the  good  resolutions  which  a  thorough  search- 
ing of  the  heart  is  productive  of;  but  there  cer- 
tainly is  a  spiritual  grace,  a  peculiar  blessing  an- 
nexed to  the  due  participation  of  the  Holy  Com- 
munion, which,  in  a  manner  inconceivable  to  our 
limited  capacities,  nourishes  the  spiritual  life  of 
the  soul,  and  maintains  the  union  which  our  Sa- 
viour promises  in  the  xivth  Chapter  of  St.  John's 
Gospel,  ver.  20,  to  those  who  love  him  and  keep 
his  commandments.  I  give  you  my  advice  thus 
freely,  under  the  idea  that  you  have  not  yet  en- 
tertained thoughts  of  receiving  the  Sacrament,  but 
probably  the  resolution  which  I  wish  to  inspire 
may  be  already  formed.  I  should  rejoice  to  see 
you  at  the  next  commemoration  of  this  divine  or- 
dinance at  the  Chapel.  Perhaps  too.  you  might 
be  able  to  prevail  upon  some  of  your  family  con- 
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iilk^iis  who  are  raligioits  people  to  accoimpeify 
you..  It  is  really  grievous  to  iAke  few -who  do  fre- 
quent tbe  Lord's  Table^  to  see  so  many  who  with 
a  very  little  preparation,  would  be  acceptable 
guests  to  the  Saviour  they  honour  in  their  heartsv 
dishonouring  him  in  their  acts,  by  turning  their 
backs  upon  that  heavenly  feast,  which  his  good> 
ness  has  provided^ 

.  But  it  is  time  to  put  zA  end  to  tiiis  long  letter, 
I  will  therefore  only  add^  that  if  you  should  be 
desirous  of  my  advice  in  respect  to  books  proper, 
as  preparatory  to  receiving  the^  Sacrament,  I  would 
recommend  Bishop  Wilson  on  the  Lord's  Supper, 
and  his  Sacra  Privata;  the  latter  iis  a  little  ma- 
nual, which  in  your  busiest  days,  by  tbe  employ- 
ment of  a  few  moments  only  (if  you  have  not  time 
for  more)  will  put  your  thoughts  into  a  religious 
train.  If  you  or  your  friends  should  have  a  de-' 
sire  for  any  farther  communication  with  me  on  the 
subject  of  this  letter,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you 
.aH  the  assistance  in  my  power ;  and  wishing  aU 
possible  advancement  in  piety  to  them^  and  you, 
for  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  eternal  happiness 
.of  your  souls,  I  subscribe  myself. 

Tour  sincere  friend, 
S.  Trimmer. 


to  MR.  H. 


So  far  from  taking  it  amiss,  that  you  did  not 
return  an  earlier  answer  tb  my  former  letter,  I  am 
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pleaf^ed  that  yoii  have  taken  time  to  consider  its 
contents,  and  am  happy  to  find  it  has  been  in  any 
degree  useful  to  you;  and  as  you  have  freely 
opened  your  mind  to  me,  I  will  roost  readily  give 
the  best  advice  I  am  able  to  do.  | 

Upon  the  duty  of  daily  prayer,  it  is  needlesi  [ 
for  me  to  enlarge,  for  you  appear  to  be  fully  con-  j 
vinced  that  the  neglect  of  it  leaves  the  mind  ex-  ' 
posed  to  every  temptation,  and  destitute  of  that  ^ 
divine  aid,  which  alone  can  enable  it  to  resist  them,   i 

The  daily  tribute  of  adoration,  praise,  and 
thanksgiving  is  justly  due  to  the  great  Creator  and  | 
Governor  of  the  universe,  to  whose  bounty  we  are 
indebted  for  life  itself,  with  all  its  present  comfort*, 
and  future  hopes  :  and  how  can  we  expect  a  con- 
tinuance of  his  divine  favour  and  protection,  or 
admission  to  an  eternal  inheritance  hereafter,  if  ' 
we  will  not  pray  for  them,  since  God  requires  us 
to  do  so?  Let  me  therefore,  earnestly  entreat 
you,  carefully  to  avoid  the  sin  you  so  justly  de- 
plore, which  opens  the  door  to  a  thousand  others. 
When  you  have  accustomed  yourself  for  a  short 
time,  to  begin  and  end  the  day  with  prayer,  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  continue  it  from  inclination. 
Consider  what  an  inestimable  privilege  it  is,  to  be 
permitted  to  address  the  greatest  and  best  of  Be- 
ings, and  the  unspeakable  advantages  which  are 
attached  to  it,  and  surely  you  will  never  more 
slight  it  as  you  have  done. 

It  is  certainly  to  be  lamented,  that  you  should 
have  made  any  deviations  from  the  paUi  of  duty ; 
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but  withr  Men  conviction  upon  your  mind,  of  tM 
fcdly  of  a  life  of  dissipation,  and  such  an  earnest 
desire  to  be  a  Christian  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word,  it  appears  to  me,  that  you  have  no  very  dif- 
ficult task  to  perform.  Strive  for  the  victory  over 
the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil ;  pray  for  th^ 
help  of  divine  grace,  and  strength  will  be  giv^ 
you  from  above ;  but  you  must  strive,  for  we  catf^ 
not  expect  that  God  will  assist  us  if  we  are  want«^ 
ing  to  ourselves.  In  order  to  animate  you  to  this 
important  combat,  on  which  no  less  than  your 
eternal  happiness  depends,  you  should  frequently, 
and  seriously  reflect  upon  the  things  of  eternity; 
as  described  in  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  consi- 
der whether  there  is  any  thing  in  this  life,  that  is 
worthy  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  joys  of 
Heaven,  and  an  eternal  inheritance  of  glory  and 
immortality. 

In  respect  to  your  wishing  to  defer  your  at- 
tendance at  the  Sacrament,  till  you  have  perfectly 
satisfied  your  mind,  that  you  are  in  a  proper  state 
of  preparation  for  it^  I  do  not  in  the  least  blame 
you,  but  it  appears  to  me,  that  you  entertain  a 
mistaken  idea,  concerning  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  and  that  you  look  upon  the  ^rst 
receiving  it,  as  entering  into  a  new  and  solemn 
covenant.  It  is  no  such  thing,  it  is  a  means,  and 
a  most  blessed  one,  of  repairing  the  breaches  of  a 
former  covenant,  and  I  do  not  see  how  any  one 
can  with  strict  propriety  call  himself  a  Christian, 
who  does  not  avail  himself  of  it,  since  every  one 
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has  repeatedly  broken  the  covenant  into  which  he 
entered  by  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism,  and  caih- 
Bot  be  restored  to  its  privileges  without  having 
recourse  to  the  other  Sacrament  for  the  renewal  of 
them ;  for,  divine  ordinances  having  been  ap- 
pointed by  our  Lord  himself,  for  erpress  pui-poset, 
we  certainly  are  not  at  liberty  to  chuse  whether 
we  will  comply  with  them  or  not ;  neither  are  we 
able  to  obtain  forgiveness  and  remission  of  sins,  ' 
in  ways  of  our  own  contriving.  If  you  will  care-  , 
fully,  and  deUberately,  read  over,  in  the  Common 
Prayer  Book,  the  offices  for  the  administration  of 
the  two  Sacraments  of  Baptism,  and  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  (which  are  perfectly  conformable  te 
Scripture)  you  will  see  that  having  been  mitiated 
into  the  Church  of  Christ  by  the  former,  you  are 
solemnly  bound  to  believe,  and  to  do  all  that  the 
latter  requires  of  those  who  partake  of  it,  viz.  to 
renounce  the  Devil  and  all  his  works,  Sic.  to  be- 
lieve the  articles  of  the  Christian  Faith,  and  to 
keep  God's  holy  will  and  commandments  all  the 
days  of  your  life ;  for  it  was  upon  those  condi- 
tions only,  that  you  were  made  amemberof  Christ, 
a  child  of  God,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  Kingdom 
of  Heaven.  You  acknowledge  that  you  have 
broken  the  terms  of  the  Christian  Covenant,  by 
doing  which  you  have  forfeited  the  privileges 
of  it  Do  you  wish,  let  me  ask  you,  to 
cease  to  be  a  member  of  Christ?  Do  you  no 
longer  wish  to  have  God  for  your  Father  ?  Are 
you  contented  to  forego  your  claim  to  a  heavenly 
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inheritance;  or  do  you  wish  to  renew  yonrcove^ 
nant  with  Grod,  and  to  be  in  a  state  of  &vour  and 
son-ship  with  him.    Surely  you  cannot  hesitate 
a  moment,  which  alternative  to  make  choice  of. 
In  this  emergency,  what  course  can  you  pursue, 
but  to  partake  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  which  the 
Redeemer  of  the  world  himself  ordained,  not  only 
to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  the  sacrifice, 
which  he  made  for  the  sins  of  world ;  but  as  a 
means  of  obtaining  remission  9XkA  forgiveness  of  sins, 
upon  the  conditions  of  faith  in  his  bloody  and  sin- 
cere repentance.    So  far  from  considering  it  as  an 
arduous  task  for  a  young  man  to  receive  the  Sa« 
crament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  I  regard  this  holy 
institution  as  peculiarly  suited  to  the  early  period 
of. life,  and  particularly  necessary  then.     I  was 
myself,  a  communicant  at  the  age  of  15,  and  num- 
berless have  been- the  comforts  I  have  derived  in 
the  course  of  my  life  from  a  frequent  attendance 
upon  the  Lord's  Table.     I  can  assure  you,  that  I 
would  not  give  up  those  comforts,  for  any  plea- 
sure this  world  affords.     Every  child  of  mine 
I  rejoice  to  say,  is  a  frequenter  of  the  Holy 
Communion  by  choice,  and  I  am  sure  they  are 
-all  ready  to  acknowledge  that  they  have  found 
their  youth  the  happier  owing  to  the  comfortable 
participation  of  it. 

I  am. 

Your  sincere  friend, 

S  ,TRIliBf£R 
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JOURNAL 


YEAR  1794. 
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Jan.  1 .     I  rise  from  my  bed  after  a  tolerably  ' 
good  night  to  enter  upon  a  new  year.     Whether 
I  shall  see  the  end  of  it,  God  only  knows :  1  do 
not  desire  to  look  into  futurity,  I  only  wish  so  to  I 
number  my  days,  that  I  may  apply  my  heart  uoto  \ 
wisdom ;  1  only  wish  to  live  to  be  of  use  to  my 
family,  and  to  finish  ray  work.     Perhaps  it  may 
please  the  Almighty  Father  to  continue  my  life  for 
these  purposes ;  but  I  desire  to  bring  my  mind 
into  perfect  obedience  to  his  blessed  will.     I  wish 
to  be  prepared  to  give  up  my  accounts  with  joy, 
whenever  he  shall  see  fit  to  call  me  hence.    — 


Almighty  Father!  I  lift  up  my  soul  to  thee;  I 
praise,  1  adore,  I  magnify  thy  great  and  glorious 
name !  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  1  love  thee  with 
all  my  heart,  with  all  my  soul,  and  with  all  my 
strength.  1  desire  to  do  thy  holy  will;  I  aspire 
aft:er  the  joys  of  thy  heavenly  kingdom !  What  is 
there  in  the  whole  circle  of  creation  that  I  desire 


ui' compariaQQ'  of  thee?    O  Lord»  itnite  me  tb 
theei  through  the  mediatian  of  thy  blessed  Son ! 

Saviour  of  the  world!  adorable  Jesus;  ho^ 
qoured  and  beloved  Lord,  thou  knowest.that  I 
love  thee.  O  how  my  soul  loves  to  meditate  on 
divine  and  heavenly  trutiis.  Thanks!  thanks! 
io  the  God  of  all  goodness,  for  revealing  them. 

I  shall  not  always  grovel  upon  earth!  No,  I 
shall  hereafter,  I  humbly  trust,  rise  to  the  rd4 
gpions  of  immortal  bliss !  Transporting  expectat 
Jbion :  O  how  the  heart  expands  with  it  I  shall 
behold  my  Saviour  I  I  shall  approach  the  throne 
of  Grod  1  I  shall  join  with  angels  I  with  Uie  spi  • 
irits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  in  hymns  and  hal- 
lelujahs, before  the  throne  of  Grace  1  Honour, 
and  glory,  and  power,  and  riches,  and  dominion^ 
)>e  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  to 
the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever !    Amen  ! 

Vain  pomps  and  pleasures  of  this  world,  what 
lare  ye,  when  compared  even  with  the  imperfect 
jj^leas  which  I  now  entertain  of  heavenly  bUss  ? 
My  soul  aspires  after  a  crown  of  glory,  an  hea^- 
venly  inheritance,  after  the  vision  pf  God,  the  ao* 
Ciety  of  angels !  O  ye  celestial  spirits !  I  long 
ItP  unite  with  you  in  hymns  and  choral  sympho*- 
pies !  I  long  to  bend  with  you  before  the  throne 
pf  Grace !  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  unto 
tk^.Lord ;  to  sing  praises  unto  thy  name,  O  most 
highest !  To  show  forth  thy  loving  kindnesis  in 
Ihe  morning,  and  thy  truth  in  the  night  season! 
¥0r  thou,  6  Lord,  hast,  made  me  glad  thvo^gk 
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thy  works!  O  Lord,  how  wonderful  are  thy 
works!  Thou  art  clothed  with  majesty!  Thoa 
art  girded  with  strength ;  tby  throne  is  established 
of  old :  thou  art  from  everlasting !  Transcen- 
dently  great  and  glorious  Being  !  my  soul  cos- 
templates  on  thine  infinite  perfection  with  vene- 
ration and  awe !  with  love  and  gratitude  ioex- 
pressible.  O  continue  to  me  tby  loving  kindness, 
thy  tender  mercies!  Thy  favour,  O  Lord,  it 
dearer  to  me  than  life  itself.  May  I  find  admit- 
tance to  thy  presence  when  I  quit  this  rooitd 
state! 

My  soul  now  flies  upwards,  on  the  wings  of  de* 
votion ;  she  flies  to  God  I  Father  of  the  universe! 
Almighty  God  !  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  eartfa ! 
behold  a  poor  weak  mortal  aspiring  to  rise  above 
mortality.  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the 
feelings  of  my  heart.  I  will  bless  thee,  O  Lord, 
at  all  times ;  thy  praise  shall  be  continually  in 
my  mouth !  My  soul  shall  make  her  boast  in  the 
Lord ;  the  humble  shall  hear  thereof  and  be  glad. 
O  minify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  praise  his 
name  together.  As  the  hart  panteth  for  the  wa- 
ter brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee,  0 
God !'  my  soul  thirsteth  for  God,  yea  even  for  the 
living  God !  when  shall  I  come  and  appear  before 
God  ?  God  is  the  Lord,  and  greatly  to  be  feared  ; 
there  is  no  end  of  his  greatness  I  My  soul  truly 
waiteth  upon  God,  from  him  cometh  my  salva- 
tion ;  he  only  is  my  rock  and  ray  salvation ;  he 
is  my  defimce.  so  that  I  shall  not  be  moved.   My 


38S* 

•Old;  O  Odd;  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  praise  thee 
with  joyfol  lips.  I  will  remember  thee  upon  my 
bed,  and  meditate  upon  thee  in  the  night  watches. 
Because  thou  hast  been  my  helper,  therefore  un* 
der  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  will  I  rejoice. 

Feb.  2.  Lord,  with  gratitude  and  veneration 
I  effer  unto  thee  my  humble  thanksgivings  for 
thine  abundant  mercies ;  but  particularly  for  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  mind  I  have  lately  enjoyed; 
m  the  deliverance  which  thou  hast  graciously 
granted  me  from  the  fear  of  sudden  death ;  and  for 
giving  me  new  strength  to  continue  those  works 
by  which  I  humbly  hope  to  benefit  the  rising 
generation  of  the  poor.  I  render  thee  the  tribute 
ef  humble  thanksgivings  for  all  the  blessings, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  bestowed  upon  me  and 
my  dear  children.  O  Lord  God,  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, vouchsafe  to  receive  these  my  thanksgivi- 
ings,  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son,  and 
my  adorable  Saviour ! 

O  Lord,  thou  knowest  better  than  myself  what 
I  stand  in  need  of :  all  my  wants,  and  all  my 
wishes,  are  before  thee.  Vouchsafe,  I  beseech 
thee,  to  supply  my  necessities  of  every  kind,  as 
thou  seest  best  for  me !  Satisfy  those  wishes  which 
are  agreeable  to  thy  blessed  will,  and  enable  me 
to  submit  with  entire  resignation  of  mind  to  the 
disappointment  of  those  which  thou  dost  not  see 
fit  to  grant.  I  also  entreat  thee  to  continue  thy 
heavenly  benediction  to  all  my  dear  children, 
wheresoever  dispersed.    I  pray  to  thee,  O  Lord, 
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in  particular  for  those  dear  children  who  areata 
distance  from  me :  May  they  enjoy  the  benefit  rf 
tiiy  grace  and  guidance.  All  this  I  beg  for  the  ■ 
sake  of  my  dear  Saviour,  the  only  Mediator  be- 
twixt thee,  O  God,  and  sinful  man!  AdoraUe 
Redeemer !  Son  of  God !  Friend  of  my  soul ! 
plead  for  thy  faithful  but  weak  servant :  O  plead 
fijT  me,  blessed  Lord !      —     —     • —     —     — 

O  1  could  sit  and  think  of  these  things  till  I 
almost  fancied  myself  an  inhabitant  of  heaven,  i 
Sweet  thoughts  of  heavenly  pleasures :  of  the  ' 
society  of  angels,  of  the  wisdom  of  God,  of  the 
benignity  of  the  Redeemer,  fill  my  mind  !  De-  , 
lightful  contemptaUoo,  that  gives  wings  to  the 
soul !  God  of  all  power  and  glory,  when  shall  1 
behold  the  reality  of  these  things,  of  which  at 
present  I  can  have  but  faint  shadows  !  O  that  1 
could  praise  thee  according  to  thy  excellent 
greatness.  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  1  0 
that  I  could  do  thy  will.  Almighty  Father,  as  it  is 
done  in  heaven!  I  praise,  1  bless,  1  adore,  I  mag- 
nify thee,  O  Lord  God  of  Hosts ;  thou  greatest, 
thou  best  of  Beings  !  Lord,  who  can  speak  <^ 
thee  as  thou  art !  Not  even  the  highest  ardi- 
angel  can  declare  thy  majesty,  thy  power,  thy 
wisdom,  thy  goodness,  thy  mercy,  thy  truth : 
much  less  a  poor,  weak,  erring  mortal.  Yet 
vouchsafe  to  accept  the  bumble  adoration  which 
I  pay  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole  heart '.  Ado- 
rable Trinity,  I  worship  thee  with  the  conviction 
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of  my  understanding.    O  bless  me,  help  me, 
comfort  me,  instruct  me:  receive  me  hereafter 
to  eternal  glory  and  bliss,  great  Grod  Almighty ! 
Feb.  9.    —    —    —    ——     —     —     — 

After  this  retrospect,  which  I  have  made  with  a 
sincere  desire  of  knowing  the  present  state  of  my 
soul,  and  of  calling  to  mind  the  mercies  of  the 
past  week,  I  will  address  my  God  in  humble 
prayer.  Merciful  Father !  God  of  all  grace  and 
goodness,  I  bow  my  soul  before  thee,  in  an  hum- 
ble sense  of  my  own  unworthiness,  and  thine  in- 
finite perfection.  O  Lord,  I  confess  myself  a 
sinner.  Alas!  my  sins  and  offences  are  innu- 
merable, and  I  am  not  worthy  to  address  thy  di- 
vine Majesty  but  through  the  mediation  of  my 
blessed  Redeemer,  thy  only  Son  Jesus  Christ : 
for  his  sake,  I  beseech  thee,  pardon  all  my  past 
offences,  and  receive  me  into  favour.  O  Lord, 
with  a  grateinl  heart  I  offer  thee  my  humble 
thanksgivings  for  all  the  mercies  of  the  week 
past ;  particularly  for  the  peace  and  tranquillity 
which  thou  hast  graciously  afforded  me,  and  for  the 
strength  which  has  been  granted  me  for  the  pur- 
suit of  my  labours.  I  thank  thee,  O  God,  for  the 
success  thou  hast  graciously  given  to  my  plan  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor.  O  vouchsafe  to  continue 
Kud  increase  it,  and  give  me  the  heart  to  make  a 
proper  use  of  what  thy  bountiful  hand  bestows. 
Let  me  not  be  vain  and  conceited ;  let  me  not 
be  puffed  up  with  the  applauses  of  men :  thy  di- 
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vine  approbation  ought  to  be  my  first  object ;  thy 
glory,  my  principal  aim. 

Merciful  Father,  vouchsafe  to  continue  thy 
blessing  to  me  aud  my  dear  family.  Grant  us,  I 
most  earnestly  beseech  thee,  those  things  of 
which  we  stand  iu  need :  restrain  in  us  all  covet- 
ous desires ;  teach  us  moderation  and  content- 
ment. O  Lord,  let  us  ever  act  in  all  things  with 
a  strict  regard  to  duty;  preserve  us  fromworldly- 
mindedness.  O  merciful  Father,  gracious  God, 
the  husband  of  the  widow,  the  father  of  the  father- 
less, hearken  unto  my  prayer,  which  goeth  not 
out  of  feigned  lips.  Lift,  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tenance, make  thy  face  shine  on  us,  and  grant  us 
peace,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake !    Amen !    ■ —    — 

O  Lord,  I  praise  thee  for  all  the  blessings  I 
enjoyed  in  the  holy  state  of  matrimony.  I  thank 
thee  for  giving  me  grace  to  do  my  duty,  as  I  trust 
I  did,  in  an  acceptable  manner,  in  that  state.  I 
thank  thee,  O  God,  for  making  me  the  parent  of 
good  children.  O  Lord,  the  instances  of  thy 
loving  kindness  are  beyond  number,  O  that  I 
could  offer  thee  such  praise  and  adoration  as  thy 
greatness,  thy  goodness,  thy  wisdom,  thy  power 
justly  demand.  While  1  live  will  I  praise  thee, 
O  Lord  !  As  long  as  I  have  my  being,  I  will  ex- 
tol thee,  O  God,  my  King !  I  will  bless  thy  name 
for  ever  and  ever !  Every  day  will  I  bless  thee. 
Great  art  thou,  O  Lord,  and  wonderful;    there  is 
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no  end  of  thy  greatness :  it  ia  unsearchable. 
Thou  art  good  to  all,  and  thy  tender  mercies  are 
over  all  thy  works.  AU  thy  works  praise  thee»  O 
JLord,  and  thy  saints  shall  bless  thee :  they  shall 
speak  of  thy  glory,  and  talk  of  thy  power ;  to 
make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  thy  mighty  acts, 
and  the  glorious  majesty  of  thy  kingdom;  thy 
dominion,  O  Lord,  endureth  throughout  all  ages. 
P  Lord,  thou  art  nigh  unto  all  them  that  call  upon 
thee  in  truth ;  thou  wilt  fulfil  the  desire  of  them 
that  fear  thee ;  thou  also  wilt  hear  their  cry,  and 
will  save  them.  O  Lord,  preserve  me,  for  I  love 
thee !  my  mouth  shall  speak  thy  praise !  my  soul 
shall  bless  thy  holy  name,  for  ever  and  ever !    — 

Feb.  16*  Once  more  I  retire  from  the  world  to 
examine  my  heart,  to  make  up  my  account ;  that 
if  it  shall  please  my  Lord  and  Master  to  call  me 
at  midnight,  I  may  be  ready.  O  awful  thought ! 
this  night  may  my  soul  be  required  of  me !  though 
at  this  instant  I  am  free  from  alarming  symptoms. 
God  only  knows  whether  I  shall  see  the  morning 
light :  his  will,  not  mine,  be  done !     —    —    — 

My  mind  is  at  this  instant  full  of  humble  con* 
fidence  that  my  adorable  Saviour  has  granted  me 
an  interest  in  that  atonement,  which  he  made  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  I  am  stedfastly  pur- 
posed to  make  his  divine  precepts  the  rule  of  my 
actions,  to  take  his  holy  life  for  my  pattern, 
and  therefore  will  not  give  way  to  desponding 
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fears.  No !  rather  let  me  indulge  the  delightful 
hope  that  my  imperfect  services  have  been  ac- 
cepted through /fliiA.  O  Lord,  heavenly  Father! 
1  beseech  thee  to  pardon  all  my  transgressions, 
for  the  sake  of  thy  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
only  Mediator  betwixt  thee  Jind  a  race  of  sinfiil 
mortals !  O  Lord,  continue,  I  beseech  thee,  thy 
grace  and  heavenly  benediction  to  ail  my  dear 
family.  Bestow  on  them  and  me  those  blessings, 
both  spiritual  and  temporal,  which  thou  knowest 
that  we  stand  in  need  of  ;  and  enable  us  to  sub- 
mit to  all  the  dispensations  of  thy  Providence! 

Great  God  Almighty,  Father  of  the  universe, 
thou  greatest  and  best  of  Beings,  O  thou  whose 
infinite  perfections  exceed  all  praise !  O  thou 
from  whom  all  good  things  proceed  ;  receive  my 
adoration !  my  thanksgivings — O  Lord,  thou 
seest  my  heart !  thou  canst  read  its  wishes !  0 
that  I  could  praise  thee  in  angelic  strains !  Glory 
to  God  in  the  highest!  and  on  earth  peace! 
good-will  towards  men!  Honour,  and  glory,  and 
power,  and  dominion  be  unto  him  that  sitteth 
upon  the  throne  of  heaven,  and  to  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever!  Great  art  thou,  O  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords.  How  imperfect  is  this  homage 
to  the  Author  of  the  universe.  O  God,  I  feel  thy 
goodness !  I  acknowledge  thy  greatness,  I  sub- 
mit to  thy  power,  I  will  be  guided  by  thy  wis- 
dom. Accept  me  for  ray  Saviour's  sake !  Adora- 
ble Saviour,  intercede  for  me. 
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Feb.  S3.  I  am  come  to  the  end  of  another 
ISabbath,  and  thanks  to  the  God  of  all  grace  and 
goodness,  it  has  been  a  comfortable  day.  I  have 
gone  through  the  l)usme8s  of  it  with  more  ease 
and  satisfaction  than  usual.  I  am  not  conscious 
of  any  particular  offence  committed  in  the  course 
of  the  last  week :  of  no  presumptuous  sin,  I  mean. 
My  offences,  I  am  sensible,  have  been  numerous, 
but  they  do  not  lie  heavy  upon  my  mind.  I  trust 
and  hope,  they  will  not  be  charged  to  my  ac- 
count at  the  last  day.  I  would  not  dissemble  or 
cloke  them  before  the  hce  of  Almighty  God.  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  do  so.  Alas !  they 
are  better  known  to  God,  than  they  are  to  me : 
but  I  trust  the  peace  and  tranquillity  I  at  this  in- 
stant feel,  is  an  earnest  that  God  has  forgiven 
them.  O  merciful  and  gracious  Father,  let  me 
not  deceive  myself  in  so  momentous  a  concern; 
let  me  not  think  more  highly  of  myself  than  I 
ought  to  think.  I  know  and  feel,  O  Lord,  that  I 
am  a  poor,  weak,  erring  mortal ;  that  I  have  no 
mierits  of  my  own  in  the  sight  of  thine  infinite 
perfection.  My  trust  is  wholly  built  upon  the 
merits  of  my  Redeemer ;  upon  the  rock  of  ages ! 

O  Almighty  Father,  hearken,  I  beseech  thee, 
to  my  humble  supplications :  receive  the  widow's 
prayer ;  protect  the  fatherless  children.  O  grant 
my  humble  petitions ;  in  mercy  grant  them,  for 
my  dear  Redeemer's  sake ! 

Father  of  the  universe !    God  of  heaven  and 
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earth,  the  fountain  of  all  bleasings,  the  giver  of 
all  praise.  O  mayest  thou  receive  the  willing 
homage  of  all  the  millions  of  intelligent  creatures 
thy  creating  power  has  brought  into  existence. 
I  love  thee,  O  God,  with  my  whole  heart ;  I 
adore  thee,  I  worship  thee,  I  devote  myself  to 
thy  service,  I  praise  thee,  I  magnify  tbee,  0 
Lord  God  Almighty.  Adorable  and  ever-blessed 
Trinity,  glory  be  to  thee  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amea! 

March  2.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  holy  day, 
I  would  call  my  sins  to  remembrance,  I  woutd 
judge  myself,  that  I  may  not  be  judged  of  the 
Lord.  Nothing  remains  upon  my  conscience  but 
a  general  sense  of  weakness  and  imperfection.  O 
Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  awaken  in  me  a  sense  of 
every  sin,  by  which  1  have  offended  thee,  that  I 
may  with  sorrow  and  contrition  acknowledge  and 
deplore  it.  O  let  me  not  deceive  myself  into  an 
opinion  that  I  am  righteous,  and  do  not  stand  in 
need  of  repentance.  No,  most  gracious  God,  far 
be  such  thoughts  fi'om  me !  but  I  am  willing  to 
lay  hold  of  those  hopes  which  thy  promises  hold 
out,  that  faith  and  repentance  will  be  accepted 
for  righteousness..  A  true  faith  I  trust  I  have, 
and  that  leads  me  to  rely  on  the  merits  of  a  cru- 
cified Saviour,  to  supply  what  is  deficient,  to 
atone  for  what  is  amiss  in  me.  For  my  dear  Re- 
deemer's sake,  vouchsafe,  O  merciful  Father !  to 
pardon  all  my  sins,  both  of  omission  and  com- 
mission.   Take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me,  but 
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grant  ttic  gt^te  to  improve  in  every  Christian  vir- 
tue. I  most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  continue 
thy  favour  and  loving  kindness  to  all  my  dear 
children.  O  Lord,  preserve  them  all,  I  beseech 
thee,  in  thy  faith  and  fear :  suffer  them  not  to  de- 
part from  the  paths  of  holiness,  or  if  any  amongst 
them  unhappily  stray,  bring  them  back  again  I 

Accept,  most  gracious  God !  my  humble  thanks- 
givings for  the  mercies  of  the  last  week  bestowed 
upon  me  and  mine,  for  the  blessings  of  health, 
peace,  quiet,  repose,  strength  to  perform  our  re- 
spective duties  'j  for  a  comfortable  supply  of  the 
necessaries  of  this  mortal  life,  and  for  the  still 
more  valuable  supplies  of  grace,  and  inward  con- 
solation. Keceive,  O  merciful  Father,  these  my 
humble  petitions  and  thanksgivings,  for  Jesus 
Christ's  sake,  thy  Son,  and  our  Saviour !  Amen ! 

0  Lord  God  Almighty,  I  lift  up  my  soul  to  thee 
in  adoration  and  thanksgiving.  View  my  heart! 
O  Lord,  I  cannot  find  words  equal  to  the  senti- 
ments I  feel :  I  praise  thee,  O  God !  I  acknow- 
ledge thee  to  be  the  Lord !  I  worship  thee,  the 
Father  everlasting.  To  thee  all  angels  cry  aloud, 
the  heavens  and  all  the  powers  therein ;  to  thee, 
cherubim  and  seraphim  continually  do  cry.  Holy 
holy,  holy.  Lord  God  of  hosts!  Heaven  and 
earth  are  full  of  thy  glory :  glory  be  to  thee,  O 
Lord!     —    —    —    —    —    —    ——    — 

1  hope  I  have  not  given  way  to  vanity,  since  I 
read  my  own  character  drawn  in  so  flattering  a 
manner  by  an  unknown  author.    All  that  is  said 
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0  how  was  my  poor  heart  wrung  with  anguish 
when  the  picture  of  my  misfortunes  in  losing  my 
beloved  husband  and  child,  was  so  unexpectedly 
set  before  me  !  truly  has  the  writer  described  the 
circumstances  of  my  distresses,  though  she  has 
given  me  more  merit  for  bearing  them  than  I  de- 
serve. How  can  I  bear  the  sad  recollection  of  that 
fatal  night  which  separated  thee  from  me,  my  be- 
loved husband !     —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

1  will  ever  cherish  a  grateful  remembrance  of 
my  beloved  husband ;  so  highly  do  I  esteem  his 
virtues,  that  I  build  the  fondest  hopes  upon  them: 
yes,  I  think,  through  the  merits  of  a  crucified  Sa- 
viour, we  shall  certainly  meet  again.  O  delight-  • 
ful  expectation !  perhaps  I  shall  find  him  when 
my  soul  wings  her  flight  to  the  eternal  regions,  in 
company  with  the  dear  children  who  went  before. 
Perhaps  our  honoured  parents  may  be  also  with 
him,  and  that  dear  saint  my  excellent  brother! 
nay,  I  can  carry  my  hopes  back  to  former  gene- 
rations of  pious  ancestors,  of  some  whom  I  knew, 
and  of  others  who  died  before  I  was  born.  I  shall 
not  then  be  a  stranger  in  the  realms  of  bliss ;  per- 
haps the  angels,  those  who  have  ever  been  inha- 
bitants of  heaven,  will  give  me  a  benevolent  wel- 
come; the  Saviour  of  the  world  perhaps  will 
vouchsafe  to  own  me  as  his  faithful  though  erring 
servant.  I  shall  behold  the  glory  of  my  heavenly 
Father !  I  shall  bow  before  his  throne !  freed  from 
the  infirmities  of  the  flesh,  I  shall  then  be  able  to 
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praise  him  with  ferrour  and  delight.  I  shall  learo 
the  hymn  of  angels.  How  feeble  is  the  highest 
praise  to  which  I  can  now  aspire.  O  angelic 
hosts !  behold  a  soul  anxious  to  imitate  your  blest 
example,  but  unable  to  accomplish  its  desires.  1 
love  God,  I  fear  him,  I  adore  him,  I  honour  the 
Son  even  as  I  honour  the  Father,  1  believe  in  the 
Holy  Ghost,  the  Lord  and  giver  of  life,  but  1  can- 
not express  the  sentiments  of  my  heart!  I  would 
spend  my  life  in  praising  God,  if  my  weak  powers 
would  admit  of  it,  or  if  it  were  consistent  with  the 
duties  of  humanity  to  do  so;  but  I  must  wait  till 
my  change  comes,  and  then  I  hope,  blessed  Spt- 
rits,  to  be  admitted  into  your  company,  O  bow 
happy  am  I  to  think  that  there  are  in  the  creation 
intelligent  beings  capable  of  giving  praise  to  the 
Creator,  the  Redeemer,  the  Sanctifier,  and  that  I 
shall  hereafter  be  like  them.  O  God,  thou  know- 
est  my  heart!  let  my  meditation  find  acceptance 
with  thee  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  I  once  more 
devote  myself  to  the  service  of  God  ;  I  resolve  to 
walk  in  the  way  of  his  commandments;  to  take 
up  my  cross  and  follow  my  Saviour;  to  yield 
my  mind  to  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  to 
commit  my  ways  unto  the  Lord ;  to  act  with  kind- 
ness and  compassion  to  my  fellow-creatures;  to 
keep  my  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it  are 
the  issues  of  life ! 

March  30.  —    —    ~-    —    —    _    —    — 
O  merciful  Father!    I  further  pray  unto  thee  in 
behalf  of  my  dear  children.     I  beseech  thee  to 
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draw  tbem  all  nearer  and  nearer  to  thee.  O  let 
not  the  arts  of  Satan  prevdl  i^gamst  any  one  of 
them.  Deliver  thern^  I  moi&t  earnestly  beseech 
thee,  out  of  all  temptations.  To  thy  good  provi- 
dence I  look  up  for  the  kindness  thou  hast  graci- 
ously promised  to  the  widow  and  the  fatherless. 
O  Lord,  I  cast  my  care  upon  thee,  for  I  know 
thou  carest  for  me,  mean  and  humble  as  I  am. 
Lord,  when  I  think  of  my  distance  from  thee,  I 
am  lost  in  wonder  and  adoration !  Great  God  of 
heaven  and  earth !  how  transcendantly  great  and 
glorious  art  thou !  I  cannot  even  think  worthily 
of  thine  infinite  perfections !  adored  be  thy  name, 
O  Lord  God  Almighty ! 

April  20.     Easter  Day. 

Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour !  this  day  have  I 
approached  thy  holy  table  to  commemorate  with 
my  fellow-Christians  thy  glorious  resurrection! 
O  Lord,  I  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the  true  Pas- 
chal Lamb.  The  true  Passover,  for  whose  sake 
a  race  of  sinners  will  be  saved  from  everlasting 
death!  I  most  firmly  believe  that  thou  art  risen 
from  the  dead,  and  that  thou  hast  opened  unto  us 
the  gate  of  everlasting  life. 

I  know  foil  well  the  importance  of  thy  resur- 
rection, for  upon  it  are  fixed  all  the  hopes  I  can 
^Eitertain  of  rising  to  eternal  life  myself  I  may  I 
live  so  that  when  the  last  trumpet  shall  summon 
me  from  the  grave,  I  may  be  acknowledged  by 
thee^  and  admitted,  for  thy  sake,  amongst  the  re- 
deemed of  heaven. 
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It  bliss  even  to  think  of  heaven!  regions 
al  glory!  rivers  of  pleasure !  a  thousand 
1  thousand  multitudes  of  happy  and  be- 
nt spirits!  choirs  of  angels  !  continual  praise 
t  adoration  !  Great  God  of  heaven  and  earth, 
'  can  I  thank  thee  for  affording  to  a  worm  like 
ine  even  the  most  distant  hope  of  entering  heaven. 
But  my  Saviour  is  risen  from  the  dead ;  he  hai 
ascended  up  on  high;  he  has  opened  the  gate  of 
life,  that  the  righteous  may  enter  in.     He  inter- 
cedes for  his  faithful  people :  he  covers  them  with 
the  robe  of  his  righteousness ;  he  will  wash  them 
in  his  precious  blood ;  he  will  present  his  redeem- 
ed to  the  Father,  and  they  will  be  accepted  for 
1  sake.     I  praise  the  Lord  of  glory ;  I  magnify 
;  O  that  I  could  speak  of  bim  as 
t  lb  1  I      aed      .viour,  I  adore  thee,  I  worship 
tnee,  I  boaour  thee,  I  love  thee,  I  wish  to  please 
thee,  I  desire  to  be  faithful  till  death ;  may  I  ob- 
tain the  crown  of  glory ! 

Merciful  Father,  be  graciously  pleased  to  par- 
don my  manifold  offences  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

0  great  and  good  Lord  God  Almighty,  what  a 
poor  weak  creature  am  I !  O  Lord,  I  am  truly 
sensible  of  my  manifold  sins  and  infirmities;  I 
know  and  feel  that  I  greatly  fall  short  of  my  duty  ! 

1  know  that  I  am  not  worthy  to  lift  up  my  soul 
to  a  God  of  infinite  perfections.  O  Lord,  I  ac- 
knowledge that  so  far  from  having  any  merit,  I 
am  unworthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies ;  that 
I  have  forfeited  thy  favours  and  the  blessings  of 
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immortality  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times.  O 
Lord,  if  I  have  ever  improperly  exalted  myself; 
if  I  have  ever  thought  more  highly  of  myself  than 
I  ought  to  think,  I  desire  now  most  earnestly  to 
humble  myself  even  to  the  dust  before  thee !  O 
Lord  God  Almighty,  vouchsafe  in  thine  infinite 
compassion  to  grant  me  pardon  and  peace  for  my 
dear  Redeemer's  sake.  Gracious  Father,  vouch- 
safe to  send  thy  Holy  Spirit  mto  my  heart  to 
cleanse  and  sanctify  it.  May  that  divine  Spirit 
correct  whatever  is  amiss  in  my  temper  and  dis- 
position, and  give  me  a  truly  Christian  heart !  A 
heart  full  of  benevolence,  kindness,  charity,  and 
devout  afiection,  then  shall  I  be  pleasing  in  thy 
sight.  Holy  Father,  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake ! 

Dear  and  adorable  Saviour!  Friend  of  my 
soul,  I  presume  to  come  to  thee  humbly  and  ear- 
nestly imploring  thy  gracious  intercession.  Vouch- 
safe, blessed  Son  of  God,  the  only  Mediator  be- 
tween a  lost  race  and  the  infinite  majesty  of  hea- 
ven ;  vouchsafe  to  give  efficacy  to  my  imperfect 
prayers  which  I  have  ofiered  to  my  heavenly  Fa- 
ther. O  Lord,  without  thee  I  am  nothing,  or 
worse  than  nothing,  a  miserable  sinner ! 

Eternal,  infinite,  adorable  Trinity;  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  praised  be  thy  glorious 
name.  Almighty  God.  O  that  I  could  praise  thee 
according  to  thine  infinite  perfection ;  that  I  could 
speak  of  thee  as  thou  art!  that  I  might  glorify 
thee  by  devoting  all  the  faculties  of  my  soul  for 
ever  to  thy  service,  and  to  the  manifestation  of 


thy  goodness  and  mercy!  Remember  me,  O 
Lord,  according  to  the  favoor  that  thou  bearest 
unto  thy  people!  visit  me  with  thy  salvationl 
may  I  hereafter  partake  of  the  felicity  of  thy 
chosen. 

O  eternal  Father,  great  God  Almighty,  the 
fountain  of  all  goodness,  the  author  of  my  being  1 
my  soul  honours  thee  with  the  highest  veneralioni 
I  adore  thee,  O  my  God,  with  the  deepest  humi- 
tity ;  I  feel  my  dependance  upon  thee,  I  am  seo- 
sible  that  I  am  indebted  to  thy  bountiful  good- 
ness for  every  thing  I  enjoy,  and  for  the  hopes  of 
a  happy  immortality;  and  yet  how  often  do  I 
transgress  against  thy  holy  laws!  O  Lord,  that  1 
do  so  is  the  greatest  grief  of  my  heart ;  that  heart 
which  is  at  all  times  open  to  thy  all-seeing  eye, 
and  which  at  this  time  glows  with  the  sincerest 
gratitude  towards  thee,  O  that  I  could  at  all 
times  maintain  such  sentiments  towards  thee; 
that  I  could  at  all  times  please  thee!  But,  O  Lord 
God,  thou  knowest  my  weaknesses.  I  trust  that 
thou  pitiest  me  as  a  father  pitieth  his  child  who 
offends  not  with  a  perverse  heart,  but  from  weak- 
ness. Most  merciful  God,  I  humbly  and  earnest- 
ly beseech  thee  to  pardon  my  manifold  offences 
for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  O  Father  Al- 
mighty, thou  knowest  that  I  honour  the  Son  even 
as  I  honour  thee !  thou  knowest  that  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  expect  or  hope  for  salvation,  but  through 
his  merits.  Pardon  me  then,  O  gracious  Father, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     Hear  me !  turn  not  away 
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tbiue  «»r  from  mj  petitiomu  O  take  oot  thy  Holy 
Spirit  from  me  1 

May  1  It  1  withdraw  from  the  world*  I  retire 
to  my  closet  to  search  into  my  heart,  and  in  the 
stillness  of  retirement  to  hold  sweet  communion 
with  my  God  and  Saviour.  What  a  delightful^ 
what  an  honourable  employment !  and  is  it  really 
permitted  to  a  worm  like  me  to  hold  communion  ^ 
with  the  Creator  of  imiumerable  worlds  ?  Thanks 
be  to  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God  through 
Jesus  Christ,  it  is  sol  And  is  it  possible  that  hu- 
man beings  can  slight  such  a  privilege  as  this  ? 
Father  of  mercies,  and  God  of  all  grace  and  good- 
ness, far  be  it  from  me  to  undervalue  or  neglect 
to  avail  myself  of  thy  indulgent  kindness !  O  Lord, 
heavenly  Father,  filled  with  faith,  and  hope,  and 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  I  draw  near  unto  thee, 
most  humbly  beseeching  thee  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake,  thy  Son,  and  my  divine  Saviour,  to  pardon 
all  the  transgressions  of  the  week  past.  I  trust. 
Almighty  Father,  thou  hast  pardoned  them  through 
the  intercession  of  my  blessed  Redeemer,  whose 
dying  love  I  have  this  day  commemorated,  and 
whose  intercession  I  have  humbly  implored.  O 
what  a  comfort  is  it  to  sinners  to  be  allowed  to 
partake  of  that  blessed  sacrament!  Holy  Father ! 
I  adore  thy  glorious  majesty,  I  am  truly  sensible 
of  thine  infinite  mercy  and  compassion.  I  hun- 
ger and  thirst  after  that  righteousness  which  can 
no  other  way  be  obtained  by  sinful  mortals  but 
through  the  merits  of  thy  dear  Son.     O  Lord,  my 


heart  is  open  before  thee,  thou  knowest  how  ear- 
nestly I  desire  to  please  thee ;  thou  seest  also  my 
weakness  and  imperfections;  my  sins,  I  trust,  are 
covered  by  the  righteousness  of  my  Redeemer,  so 
that  thou  wilt  not  punish  me  for  them,  at  least 
not  eternally.  To  such  chastisements  as  thou  in 
thy  fatherly  goodness  shall  see  fit  to  inflict  upon 
me,  I  desire  with  all  humility,  and  dutiful  sub- 
mission to  resign  myself.  O  Lord,  heavenly  Fa- 
ther '.  with  gratitude  I  acknowledge  that  all  the  , 
chastisements  thou  hast  hitherto  inflicted  on  mc 
have  been  tender  mercies,  I  can  truly  say  with  ■ 
the  Psalmist,  il  is  good/or  me  that  I  have  been  af~  | 
Jiicted;  for  uoder  the  heaviest  of  these  afflictions  \ 
thou  madest  me  feel  thy  love  and  compassion,  i 
Almighty  Fatlier!  vouchsafe  to  accept  the  hum- 
ble tribute  of  a  thankful  heart.  O  it  is  surefy  a 
Joiiftil  and  a  pleasant  thing  to  be  thankful,  to  teil  of 
thy  loving-kindness  early  in  the  morning,  and  of 
thy  truth  in  the  night  season.  O  that  my  heart  were 
constantly  tuned  to  thy  praises  t  that  I  could  spend 
all  my  days  in  thanksgivings!  But  I  must  wait 
till  my  change  comes  ;  then,  O  gracious  God  !  I 
hope  to  join  with  the  heavenly  host  in  offering 
exalted  and  acceptable  adoration  at  thy  throne! 
and  can  I  ever  hope  to  approach  thy  heavenly 
throne,  great  God  of  hosts!  O  yes!  I  shall  be- 
hold thee,  I  humbly  trust,  through  the  Salvation 
of  Christ  my  Saviour !  that  I  may  find  admittance 
among  the  redeemed  of  Christ,  I  will  strive  to  fol- 
low his  blessed   example.     O  gracious  Father, 
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strengthen  me  by  thy  Spirit  to  do  so !  Father  of 
mercies,  receive  I  most  humbly  pray  thee  my 
supplications  and  prayers  in  behalf  of  my  dear 
children ;  keep  them  thine  evermore ;  let  not  one 
be  lost.  To  thy  fatherly  goodness,  thy  over-rul- 
ing Providence,  I  humbly  recommend  'all  the  con- 
.  cems  of  me  and  my  dear  family,  both  spiritual 
and  temporal ;  thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  what  is* 
best  for  all  of  us,  and  be  thy  will  done  in  us,  and 
by  us,  both  in  time  and  dlemity ! 

May  15.  Merciful  and  gracious  Father !  I  call 
to  remembrance  on  this  anniversary  of  that  day 
which  deprived  me  of  the  best  of  husbands,  thy 
loving-kindness  and  tender  mercy,  which  miti- 
gated my  affliction,  an^  enabled  me  to  bear  the 
heavy  stroke  which  thy  wisdom  saw  fit  to  inflict 
upon  me.  O  Lord,  I  acknowledge  with  all  hu- 
mility and  gratitude,  that  it  was  good  for  me  that 
I  was  afflicted,  for  my  sorrows  led  me  to  thee, 
and  thou  didst  refresh  me !  Father  of  mercies, 
ever  keep  alive  in  my  mind  the  remembrance  of 
thy  goodness,  and  vouchsafe  to  continue  to  me 
and  my  dear  family  thy  fatherly  care,  which  we 
have  so  liberally  experienced. 

May  25.  With  inexpressible  comfort  I  am  able 
to  say  that  at  public  worship  this  morning,  I  was 
collected  from  the  beginning  of  the  prayers  to 
the  end  of  the  Sermon  ;  scarcely  for  a  minute 
did  my  thoughts  wander.  O  that  I  could  always 
be  so  in  the  house  of  God  !  to  God's  grace  and 
goodness,  I  mo^t  thankfully  ascribe  it,   that  I 
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have  been  so  to-day  :  what  a  delightful  place  is 
God's  bouse  when  the  soul  is  fully  occupied  la 
the  business  of  it !  O  that  I  may  find  a  continual 
repetition  of  the  pleasure  and  comfort  1  have  this 
day  experienced  in  my  Father's  house  !  on  my- 
self it  greatly  depends,  whether  I  shall  or  not; 
I  will  endeavour  in  future  to  keep  my  thoughts 
from  wandering ;  if  I  do  my  part,  no  doubt  that 
God  will  graciously  help  my  infirmities,  which 
are  very  great  both  of  body  and  mind. 
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July  13.  Welcome  sweet  hours  of  retirementi, 
devoted  to  pious  meditation !  welcome  sweet 
hours  of  retirement,  in  which  I  can  commuoe 
with  my  own  heart,  and  be  still !  in  which  I  cai| 
commune  with  my  God  and  Saviour,  and  ant^ci<» 
pate  in  some  degree  the  enjoyments  of  heaven ! 

0  Almighty  Father,  dearly  do  I  love  thy  law  j 
highly  do  I  prize  thy  word,  most  earnestly  do  I 
desire  to  do  thy  holy  will  on  earth.  Most  fer* 
vently  do  I  hope  to  find  admittance  to  thy  glo« 
rious  presence  in  heaven,  when  I  quit  this  mortal 
state.  Yet,  alas!  Holy  Father,  how  unworthy  am 

1  of  the  honour  and  blessedness  to  which  I  a&» 
pire !  I  am  conscious,  O  Lord  God,  of  my  ma- 
nifold sins  and  infirmities.  I  know  that  I  am  not 
worthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy  mercies;  that  I 
have  in  numberless  instances  offended  against 
thy  holy  laws.  But  I  have  an  all-powerful  Inter- 
cessor with  thee,  on  whose  merits  alone,  my. 
hopes  of  pardon  and  acceptance  are  fixed ;  Holy 
Father,  vouchsafe  to  pardon  me  for  my  dear  Re- 
deemer's sake !  O  divine  Lord,  Son  of  the  Father, 
Lamb  of  God,  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
world,  receive  the  prayer  which  I  now  offer  unto 
thee  as  the  Mediator  between  God  and  mankind.: 
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Dear  and  beloved  Saviour,  have  compassion  upon 
me,  plead  for  me ;  cover  me  with  the  robe  of  thy 
righteousness.  Blessed  Lord,  I  have  this  day 
received  the  Sacrament ;  I  have  commemorated 
thy  dying  love;  may  I  find  the  efficacy  of  this 
holy  institution !  may  I  have  fresh  supplies  of 
grace  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  my  soul :  accept 
my  humble  services,  and  give  thy  blessing  to 
them.  O  let  me,  let  me  feed  thy  lambs  !  despise 
not  thy  hand-maidat !  thou  knowest  ray  heart, 
thou  seest  the  affection  with  which  it  is  at  this 
time  filled  ;  delightful  sentiments  ;  O  that  I  could 
for  ever  retain  them,  but  in  this  earthly  state  it 
cannot  be.  To-morrow  at  the  farthest,  the  cares 
of  this  life  will  occupy  it;  I  must  wait  with  pa- 
tience till  my  change  comes ;  then  when  I  shall 
have  put  off  mortality  and  corruption,  I  trust,  I 
shall  be  constantly  filled  with  these  devout  aflTec- 
tions,  which,  but  to  taste  is  rapture  and  extacy  ! 
Certain  it  is,  that  happiness  may  be  enjoyed  here 
below,  sufficiently  to  make  the  soul  long  for  ad- 
mission  into  those  blest  regions  where  it  reigns 
eternally.  My  soul  truly  longeth  for  God,  for  the 
living  God !  for  the  pleasures  which  are  at  the 
right  hand  of  God.  But  adorable  Saviour,  with- 
out thee  I  can  never  hope  to  see  God :  without 
thee  I  can  never  hope  to  partake  of  heavenly 
bliss.  Blessed  Lord,  I  devote  myself  to  thee  once 
more,  purposing  to  be  thy  true  and  faithful  dis- 
ciple; I  desire  to  follow  thy  blessed  example; 
to  obey  thy  precepts;  to  do  thy  work.     O  help 
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me  by  thy  Spirit  to  fulfil  the  purposes  of  my 
heart !  hoping  for  thy  divine  favour,  and  trusting 
in  thy  divine  aid,  I  will  now  offer  up  my  humble 
thanksgivings  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

Almighty  Father,  great  and  numberless  have 
been  thy  mercies  to  me,  thy  poor  creature,  and 
I  desire,  with  a  grateful  heart,  to  offer  unto  thee 
the  tribute  of  thanksgiving.  O  what  am  I,  that 
thou  shouldst  so  regard  me !  Most  mighty  God ! 
I  know  that  in  comparison  of  thee  I  am  nothings 
nay  worse  than  nothing,  for  I  am  a  miserable  sin* 
net.  Thou  hast  created  me,  thou  hast  given  me 
an  immortal  soul,  but  I  have  not  lived  agreeably 
to  thy  will  in  all  things,  as  was  my  bounden 
duty.  Yet  thou  hast  spared  me!  yet  thou  hast 
given  me  hopes  of  salvation  through  a  brucified 
Saviour!  O  merciful  and  gracious  God,  I  thank 
thee  with  my  whole  heart  for  my  creation,  pre- 
servation, and  all  the  blessings  of  this  life,  but 
above  all,  for  thine  inestimable  love  in  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  for  the  hopes  of  glory.  I  thank  thee  for  the 
comfort  of  dutiful  children.  I  thank  thee  for  thy 
fatherly  care  of  them  since  thou  wert  pleased  to 
take  their  earthly  farther  from  them.  I  thank  thee 
for  the  heavenly  consolation  thou  hast  afforded  to 
me  in  my  state  of  widowhood.  Almighty  Father, 
in  thee  is  my  trust ;  never  wilt  thou  forsake  us 
while  we  keep  to  thy  commandments.  May  thy 
will  be  done  by  me  and  mihe  in  all  things !  O 
help  our  infirmities,  pity  our  weaknesses.     O 
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Lord,  gracious  art  thou  and  merciful.  May  we 
never  forfeit  thy  loving  kindnes3  by  wilful  diso- 
bedience. May  we  be  admitted  to  thy  glorious 
presence  hereafter.  It  is  thy  will  that  we  should 
learn  of  thy  dear  Son  how  to  please  thee,  holy 
Father.  1  will  study  the  Gospel  of  thy  Son. 
May  thy  Spirit  open  my  mind  to  comprehend 
all  the  divine  truths  which  are  written  for  our 
learning. 

July  19.  O  Lord,  I  most  graciously  beseech 
thee  to  give  thy  heavenly  benediction  to  my  dear 
son,  who  is  this  day  ^oing  to  engage  in  the  holy 
state  of  matrimony.  May  he  find  in  the  object 
of  his  affections  a  kind  and  loving  wife,  and  may 
they  live  in  harmony  together  as  long  as  tfaoa 
shait  see  fit  to  continue  their  lives ;  serving  thee, 
and  loving  one  another,  and  bringing  up  their 
children,  if  thou  art  pleased  to  give  them  any,  in 
thy  faith  and  fear.  Blessed  and  adorable  Saviour, 
thou  wast  once  present  at  a  marriage  feast,  and 
didst  testify  by  a  miracle  thy  approbation  of  this 
sacred  union  between  man  and  woman.  Vouch- 
safe to  be  present  this  day,  to  bless  my  dear  son 
and  his  chosen  helpmate. 

July  20.  As  I  am  not  conscious  of  any  parti- 
cular sins  but  such  as  I  humbly  trust  my  heaven- 
ly Father  will,  in  compassion  to  the  infirmities  of 
my  nature,  pardon  for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake, 
I  will  not  at  this  time  give  way  to  sorrow  for  the 
commission  of  them ;  but  will  rather  indulge  the 
disposition  I  at  present  feel  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord. 
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O  Lord,  I  do  rejoice  with  thankfulness/  in  thy 
infinite  goodness,  which  has  given  to  sinners  en^ 
couragement  to  hope  for  forgiveness  and  favour; 
O  Lord,  I  know  and  confess,  that  but  for  thy  pro* 
mises,  I  could  have  no  foundation  to  build  these 
hopes  upon ;  and  without  ^  these  hopes  I  should 
be  a  miserable  creature.  Vouchsafe  to  receive 
my  acknowledgments  of  thy  goodness.  Grod  of 
my  life,  how  can  I  testify  my  gratitude  towards 
thee  7  O  that  I  could  serve  Uief  like  the  angels 
in  heaven!  may  I  be  found  hereafter  among 
them !  Gracious  Father,  how  can  I  thank  thee 
sufficiently  for  the  hopes  of  eternal  felicity  ?  How 
can  I  sufficiently  thank  thee  for  the  blessings 
and  comforts  thou  in  thy  great  goodness  dost  a& 
ford  to  me  in  this  mortal  state  ?  How  bountiful 
art  thou !  How  often  dost  thou  liiake  my  wi^ 
do  wed  heart  to  sing  for  joy  I  Let  the  feelings  of 
my  heart  speak  what  words  cannot  express.  Most 
holy  Father!  merciful  God!  I  beseech  thee  to 
continue  to  me  and  mine  thy  heavenly  benedic« 
tion.  In  thee  is  my  trust,  let  me  never  be  con-^ 
founded. 

Aug.  17.  How  quickly  do  the  Sabbaths  come 
round !  six  parts  out  of  seven  of  the  time  allotted 
us  on  earth  pass  insensibly  away  while  we  are 
engaged  in  worldly  pursuits.  The  return  of  the 
Sabbath  is  comfortable  and  delightful  to  those 
who  love  God ;  and  could  we  but  raise  ouis 
thoughts  from  earth  and  fix  them  entirely  upon 
fadavenly  things,  how  much  more  delightful  would 
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the  Sabbath  be !  very  seldom  am  I  able  to  dA«] 
this  till  the  evening  of  the  Sabbath,  when  I  reticQt] 
to  this  place  to  meditate  in  private;  and  then  IN 
have  often  a  foretaste  of  heavenly  joys,  at  leastl'- 
have  some  faint  idea  of  the  nature  of  them,  ^1 
think;   enough  to   make  me  long  to  quit  thifC 
earthly  existence,  to  enter  on  a  higher  and  better^ 
state.     But  my  days  of  probation  are  not  yet  ex- 1 
pired.    God  only  knows  how  soon  they  may  end.-  | 
I  must  endeavourto  keep  myself  prepared  againsfc-; 
my  Lord's  coming.     —     —     —     —     —     — 

O  merciful  and  gracious  Father,  Lord  God  Al-  ^ 
mighty,  penetrated  with  the   deepest  sense  o('  j 
thine  infinite  goodness  and  condescension,  in  ea-v 
couraging  a  poor  weak  sinful  mortal  thus  to  ad-  ^ 
dress  thee,  and  heartily  sorry  for  my  sins  and  (rf- 
fences,  I  most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  pardon  nte 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  thy  Son  and  my  Saviour. 
O  Lord  God,  merciful  Father,  I  offer  and  present 
unto  thy  divine  Majesty  my  humblest  praises  and 
thanksgivings  for  all  thy  goodness  and  loving- 
kindness.    I  bless  thee  for  thy  great  goodness  in 
preserving  me  and  my  dear  children  for  so  long 
a  time  from  sickness,    I  bless  thee  for  providing 
so  comfortably  for  us,  for  granting  to  us  domestic 
peace  and  harmony,  and  above  all,  for  keeping 
us,  as  I  humbly  trust,  in  the  way  of  peace  and 
holiness.     O  merciful  God,  how  good  and  gra- 
cious art  thou.    When  I  would  reckon  up  thy 
mercies,  they  are  more  than  I  am  able  to  ex- 
press ;  and  they  are  crowned  with  the  hope  of 
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glory  and  immortality.  O  Lord»  I  aspire,  through 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  I  aspire  after  heavenly  joys. 
When  shall  I  come  and  appear  before  thee? 
When  shall  I  behold  thy  presence  in  righteous- 
ness ?  Not  till  I  have  put  off  this  sinful  nature, 
and  am  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Gra- 
cious God,  with  what  pleasure  do  I  contemplate 
on  thy  divine  nature !  how  glad  I  am  to  have  my 
faith  in  the  Holy  Trinity  confirmed!  evermore 
by  thy  grace  keep  me  stedfast  in  this  comfortable 
faith. 

Aug,  24.  O  how  I  sometimes  feel  the  loss  of 
my  dear  departed  husband  I  but  thanks  to  the 
goodness  of  the  Almighty,  my  sorrow  is  softened, 
and  I  can  think  of  him  with  pleasure  and  com- 
fort. I  cherish  the  sweet  hope  of  meeting  him 
again  in  heaven,  of  passing  an  eternity  with  him. 

0  my  dearest  husband,  thy  virtues  are  dear  to 
my  recollection;  my  heart  exults  whenever  I 
call  to  mind  any  good  action  of  thine.  How  ten- 
der and  compassionate  wast  thou  to  the  widow 
and  the  fatherless,  in  taking  a  certain  youth  with 
a  design  to  relieve  his  mother  from  the  care  and 
expence  he  occasioned  her.  How  amply  has 
Qod  blessed  thy  widow  and  fatherless  children, 

1  love  to  think  that  we  enjoy  blessings,  perhaps, 
for  thy  dear  sake. 

Sept.  20.    Thirty-two  years  are  this  day  com- 
.pleted  since  I  gave  my  hand  to  the  best  of  hus- 
bands.   At  this  hour  I  was  putting  on  the  bridal 
attire,  and  with  a  heart  full  of  tender  affection,  I 


I 


■^       -^^  410  ^ 

was  preparing  to  go  to  the  altar,  and  there  la 

vow  love  and  obedience  to  the  man  of  my  choice. 
It  is  now  more  than  two  years  ago,  since  it 
pleased  the  Almighty,  by  an  instantaneous  stroke 
of  Providence,  to  deprive  me  of  this  dear  husband. 
I  cannot  see  the  return  of  this  day,  without  re- 
flecting upon  the  great  blessing  it  procured  to 
me,  or  without  thinking  of  the  loss  I  have  sus- 
tained. But  I  remember  the  blessing  with  gra- 
titude to  the  Giver  of  all  good  ;  and  I  reflect  oa 
my  loss  with  resignation  to  his  holy  will.  O  gra- 
cious Father!  I  desire  with  all  humility  and  gra- 
titude to  offer  unto  thee  my  most  ardent  thanks- 
givings, for  thy  unspeakable  goodness,  in  giving 
me  so  good  a  husband,  and  in  sparing  him  to  me 
80  long.  And  1  do  with  inexpressible  gratitude 
praise  thy  goodness  for  supporting  me  under  die 
loss  of  him,  and  for  every  instance  of  thy  loving 
kindness  and  tender  pity  to  me  in  ray  state  c^ 
widowhood,  and  to  my  children.  I  cannot  be 
called  desolate,  nor  my  children  fatherless,  while 
thou,  O  God,  carest  for  us.  Gracious  God !  ! 
do  with  unfeigned  gratitude  thank  and  praise 
thee  for  the  comfortable  hopes  which  give  such 
consolation  to  my  widowed  heart,  that  my  dear 
husband  is  among  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  and 
that  I  shall  hereafter  meet  him  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,  never  more  to  be  separated.  As  these 
hopes  mix  themselves  with  my  best  thoughts,  I 
humbly  trust  they  are  not  off'ensive  to  thee.  O 
gracious  Father,  dear  as  these  hopes  are,  if  I 
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thought  they  were  offensive  to  thy  divine  Ma- 
jesty, I  would  no  longer  indulge  them.      —    — 

—  „  —  —  —  «-•  -ij.  —  I  trust  that 
whea  I  die,  I  shall  find  adiiiittaiic6  wherfr  I  hope 
so  many  dear  rehtives  are  gone  before,  and  where 
many  others,  I  trust,  will  follow.  O  I  could:  me- 
ditate for  ever  on  the  jo]r8  of  eternity,  did  not  frail 
flesh  forbid.  The  earthly  body  presses  dowji  the 
soul,  but  it  will  not  always  be  so.  Rise,  rise  my 
soul  on  the  wings  of  devotion,  and  join  with  an- 
gels and  archangels  in  the  praises  of  the  Lord.  O 
God,  the  King  of  Glory,  that  dwellest  between 
thei  cherubims,  in  light  which  cannot  be  ap- 
proached, and  who  yet,  with  astonishing  conde* 
scension,  lookest  down  to  this  earth,  inhabited  by 
sinfiil  mortals,  vouchsafe  to  receive  my  humble, 
adorations  I  adorable  Saviour,  accept  the  homage 
of  a  soul  redeemed  by  thee !  Divine  Spirit,  ac- 
cept the  adoration  of  a  soul  sanctified  by  thee ! 
With  angels  and  archangels,  and  all  the  company 
of  heaven,  I  laud  and  magnify  thy  holy  name,  O 
Lord  God,  Father  Almighty,  Son  of  God^  eternal 
Saviour,  O  Holy  Ghost,  the  Comforter  and  Sane- 
tifier,  glory  be  to  thee  most  adorable  Trinity ! 

Sept.  28.  —_—.  —  __  —  _ 
O  Almighty  Father,  with  a  heart  truly  sensible  of 
Ay  own  sinfulness  and  infirmity,  I  desire  to  hum- 
ble myself  before  thee,  acknowledging  my  un- 
worthiness,  and  thy  bountiful  goodness.  Thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee  with  all  my  heart,  with 
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all  my  mind,  and  with  all  my  strength:  thai  j 
strength,  alas!  is  but  weakness,  but  thou  know-  ' 
est  my  inward  frame.  O  heavenly  Father  !  1  d« 
rejoice  in  thy  infinite  goodness.  1  lay  hold  of  the 
hopes  which  thy  gracious  promises  afford.  1  By 
to  the  cross  of  my  merciful  Redeemer.  1  look  up 
to  that  with  faith.  I  see  my  Saviour,  with  the 
eye  of  faith,  making  intercession  for  rtic.  1  see 
thee,  gracious  Father ;  with  the  eye  of  faith,  I  see 
thee,  receiving  the  intercession  of  my  Redeemer. 
O  gracious  God,  let  me  not  deceive  myself!  Sure- 
ly I  cannot  magnify  thy  goodness  beyond  due 
bounds.  O  no,  it  is  boundless,  it  is  infinite, 
it  extends  to  all  thy  creatures.  Nothing  but 
a  wilful  continuance  in  sin  can  shut  any  ooe 
out  from  thy  mercy.  I  abhor  all  kind  of  wicked- 
ness. I  desire  to  cast  out  of  my  heart  whatever 
in  it  is  offensive  to  thee.  O  that  I  could  be  pure, 
even  as  my  Saviour  is  pure;  but  I  have  been  de- 
filed by  many  sins;  yet  I  am  washed,  I  am  sanc- 
tified, I  have  been  baptized,  I  have  been  sprinkled 
with  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  O  gracious  Father, 
for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake,  continue  thy  favour- 
able kindness  to  me ;  let  me  still  rejoice  in  thy  love. 
Lord  of  all  things!  I  most  humbly  and  heartily 
beseech  thee  to  keep  under  thy  divine  protection 
me  and  my  dear  family,  and  grant  us  all  we  stand 
in  need  of  for  our  souls  and  bodies.  Keep  us  this 
night  from  all  dangers,  spiritual  and  temporal; 
and  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure  to  bring  us  in  health 
and  safety  to  the  beginning  of  a  new  day,  give  us 
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grace  to  pass  it,  and  every  succeeding  one^  to  thy 
honour  and  glory,  the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
and  our  own  peace  and  satisfaction.  And^  O 
merciful  Father,  grant  that  we  may  finally  attain 
the  blessings  of  eternity.    Amen !  Amen ! 

Dear  and  adorable  Saviour,  receive,  I  most 
bumbly  beseech  thee,  my  tribute  of  grateful  ho- 
mage and  thanksgiving  for  thy  goodness  to  me. 
To  thy  merits  I  am  indebted  for  all  the  goodness 
I  have  experienced.  The  peace  I  have  enjoyed 
was  thy  legacy ;  a  gift  designed  for  thy  disciples. 
I  will  study  thy  Gospel,  every  page  of  which  is 
full  of  divine  instruction.  How  delightful  it  is  to 
my  soul !  O  that  I  may  be  able  to  explain  it  to 
the  poor. 

Oct.  12.  Another  week  of  my  life  is  past  and 
gone :  I  am  come  to  the  conclusion  of  another 
Sabbath,  and  a  Sabbath  it  has  truly  been  to  me, 
for  I  have  in  it  found,  rest  unto  my  soul.  —    — 

Far  be  it  from  me,  to  think  that  I  am  entitled 
to  the  favour  of  Heavien ;  that  I  have  a  right  to 
the  protection  of  the  Almighty  on  account  of  my 
poor  services !  I  know  my  own  demerits ;  I  am 
conscious  that  I  am  not  only  an  unprofitable  ser- 
vant, but  a  sinner  also;  my  confidence  has  no 
other  foundation  than  the  promises  of  God,  in 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord :  but  they  are  a  rock  of 
adamant  to  build  upon.     —    —     —     —    — 

Almighty  and  merciful  Father,  God  of  all  con- 
solation, I  desire  with  an  humble  and  thankful 
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heart  to  acknowledge  thy  late  mercies  to  me  and  I 
my  dear  family.     O  Lord,  I  feel  thy  goodness  be*  ' 
yond  what  I  am  able  to  express.   Truly  may  I  catl 
thee,  the  husband  of  the  widow,  the  father  of  the  > 
fatherless,  for  such  thou  hast  graciously  been  tt  : 
me  and  mine.     O  gracious  God,  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  to  do  thy  will,  to  follow  thy  command- 
ments, to  gain  thy  favour.    Grant  me,  I  most  ea^ 
nestly  beseech  thee,  grace  to  do  so.     I  offer  and  ■ 
present  to   thee,   gracious  God,  my  humblest  [ 
thanksgivings  for  every  instance  of  thy  mercy 
and  goodness,  for  those  which  I  remember  with 
gratitude,  for  those  which  have  escaped  my  re- 
collection, and  for  those  which  I  have  carelessly 
suffered  to  pass  unnoticed.     To  thy  fatherly  pro- 
tection 1  humbly  recommend  myself  and  children, 
my  relations,  friends,  and  benefactors.     I  also 
pray  thee,  gracious  God,  to  continue  thy  hea- 
venly  benediction   to   the  nation    to    which  I 
belong;    and  i  beseech  thee   to  preserve  from 
open  enemies,  and  secret  conspirators,  our  good 
king  and  all  his  family.     Keep  thy  household,  the 
Church,  with  thy  perpetual  mercy,  and  let  not 
the  designs  of  the  devil  and  his  angels  prevail 
against  it.     Glory  be  to  thee,  O  Lord  God,  ado- 
rable Trinity. 

Oct.  19.    —     —     —    —    —    —    —    ^ 

1  resolve  to  keep  God  in  my  thoughts,  and  heaven 
in  my  view ;  to  trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  my 
might,  and  not  to  lean  to  my  own  understanding; 
to  acknowledge   him  in  all  my  ways,  humbly 
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trusting  that  he  will,  by  his  grace  and  goodQess, 
direct  mj  paths. 

These,  most  gracioos  and  merciful  God^  are 
the  sincere  resolutions  of  a  heart  devoted  to  tby 
service ;  a  heart  truly  desirbus  to  do  thy  holy  will, 
to  obey  Uiy  commandmeDts.  But  what,  O  Fa- 
ther Almighty,  can  I  do  without  thy  help  ?  Alas ! 
nothing.  I  therefore  pray  thee  most  earnestly  to 
give  me  thy  grace.  O  Lord,  bear  me  when  I  cry 
unto  thee  for  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit.  I  con- 
fess, that  I  have  in  numberless  instances,  trans- 
gressed tby  holy  laws,  and  I  am  truly  sorry  that 
I  have  done  so,  but  I  believe  in  thy  promises.  I 
trust  in  a  merciful  Redeemer,  and  am  full  of 
hope  and  humble  confidence  that  my  offences  are 
pardoned,  and  will  not  be  brought  forth  in  judg- 
ment against  me.  Gracious  Father!  behold  me, 
I  most  humbly  beseech  thee ;  not  as  I  am  in  my 
own  sinful  nature ;  not  as  a  cbild  of  the  first  Adam ; 
but  as  one  that  is  washed  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  O  behold  me  covered  with  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ,  my  Redeemer,  and  accept  me  for 
the  sake  of  his  all-sufficient  merits.  O  gracious 
Father,  thou  wiit  thus  accept  me.  O  Lord,  my 
heart  rejoiceth  in  thy  goodness.  I  depend  upon 
thy  promises  through  Christ  Jesus.  I  feel  the 
holy  confidence  of  an  adopted  child.  O  that  I 
may  live  hke  one  to  the  end  of  my  life,  and  finally 
obtain  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  Son, 
and  my  Saviour.  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  I  thank 
thee  with  my  whole  heart  for  all  thy  goiadness  to 
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me,  and  my  dear  children,  particularly  for  Ibe 
mercies  of  the  week  past.  O  Lord,  how  sensibly 
have  I  felt  thy  loving  kindoess  and  tender  mercies. 

Methinks,  when  I  thus  retire,  I  am  for  a  shwt  , 
space  lifted  above  this  world.     Surely  the  delighl  I 
I  have  experienced  is  of  the  nature  of  heavenly 
enjoyments.     O  how  serene  and  sweet  it  is!  eveiy  ii 
turbulent  passion  is  subdued ;  all  is  peace  and  " 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.     I  address  my  bumble 
petitions  to  the  Father  of  Heaven ;   I  pour  out  my 
soul  before  him  ;  I  tell  of  his  mercy  and  goodness; 
I  implore  his  favour  and  protection.     I  fly  to  my 
Saviour;  I  plead  his  merits;  I  profess  my  faith 
in  them  ;   I  glorify  my  God.     Surely  this  is  hea- 
venly employment.     I  will  lift  up  my  soul ;  words 
cannot  express  its  feelings.     Father  of  the  Uni- 
verse! Author  of  all  beihg!    God  of  all  [jerfec- 
lion!     Thou  with  the  eternal  Son  and  Spirit  art 
worthy  to  be  praised  and  had  in  honour, 

O  eternal  King!  Creator  Infinite!  accept  my 
humblest  thanksgivings,  my  fervent  adorations. 
O  Lord,  merciful  Father,  great  Parent  of  the  Uni- 
verse! may  all  created  beings  do  thee  homage. 
How  great,  how  good,  how  wonderful  art  thou! 
O  Lord,  when  I  contemplate  thy  greatness,  I 
sink  into  nothing  before  thee.  O  Lord,  were  I 
one  of  the  heavenly  host,  I  could  not  behold  thy 
glory  in  its  full  splendour ;  as  a  poor  mortal,  if  1 
but  think  of  it,  I  am  overcome.  O  Lord,  how 
shall  I  hereafter  support  llic  glorious  vision?    O 
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transport  of  expectation ;  O  joy  inexpressible  I 
I  must  fall  into  silence,     —   —     —     — 


Oct.  26.  How  has  this  evening  been  trifled 
away  in  frivolous  conversation !  but  I  could  not 
avoid  it  without  the  appearance  of  ostentation. 
Gladly  would  I  have  preferred  retirement  and 
meditation.  I  have  now  scarcely  any  time  left 
for  that  employment  which  is  the  joy  and  comfort 
of  my  life ;  but  I  cannot  close  my  eyes  in  peace 
without  recording  some  of  the  mercies  bestowed 
upon  me  and  mine  in  the  course  of  the  last  week. 

Nov.  2.  Another  sacred  evening  has  been 
trifled  away.  O  how  do  I  regret  the  loss  !  how- 
ever I  am  at  length  in  my  closet.  I  have  shut 
my  door.  I  wish  to  pray  to  my  heavenly  Father 
who  seeth  in  secret.      —    —    —     —    —    — 

Almighty  and  merciful  Father,  great  God,  the 
high  and  mighty  One,  that  inhabitest  eternity,  I 
most  humbly  acknowledge  myself  to  be  a  mi- 
serable sinner,  undeserving  of  the  least  of  all 
thy  mercies  ;  and  if  I  was  not  encouraged  by  thy 
goodness  to  look  up  to  thee  for  pardon,  I  could 
not  dare  to  implore  thy  forgiveness  of  my  mani- 
fold offences.  But,  O  Father  Almighty,  I  trust 
in  thy  divine  promises  through  Jesus  Christ  my 
Saviour,  and  look  up  to  thee  with  humble  confi- 
dence, not  doubting  but  that,  in  thine  infinite 
goodness  and  compassion,  thou  wilt  forgive  me^ 
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and  continue  to  me  thy  loving  kindness,  which  ii 
better  than  life  itself. 

O  gracious  Father,  how  wonderful  is  thy  good- 
ness !  When  I  consider  thy  majesty  and  great- 
ness,  and  my  own  littleness,  imperfection,  and 
sinfulness,  I  am  astonished  that  thou  shouldat 
even  notice  me.  Lord  Glod  of  heaven  and  earth, 
I  humble  myself  before  thee ;  I  magnify  thee,  0 
Lord  my  God ;  I  acknowledge  thy  goodness  to 
be  greater  than  words  can  express,  or  thought 
conceive.  I  am  sensible  of  my  manifold  infirmi-  ' 
ties.  I  desire  to  please  thee,  by  acting  according 
to  thy  will  and  commandments ;  but  of  myself  1 
am  not  able  to  do  it.  Vouchsafe  me  the  heJp  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  I  may  please  thee  both  i& 
will  and  deed.  Thou  knowest  all  my  wants,  my  ! 
necessities,  and  my  desires.  O  Lord,  1  beseech  I 
thee  to  order  all  events  that  are  likely  to  befal 
me,  and  every  one  of  my  family,  for  our  ultimate, 
our  eternal  happiness.  I  further  beseech  thee  to 
regulate  all  our  desires,  and  incline  our  hearts  to 
thy  testimonies,  and  not  to  covetousness,  or  any 
other  evil  thing.  Let  us  ever  remember  our  hea- 
venly inheritance,  and  not  risk  the  loss  of  our 
supreme  good  for  any  of  the  trifles  of  this  vain 
world.  O  gracious  Father,  I  most  humbly  and 
earnestly  beseech  thee  to  enable  me  to  guide  my 
words  with  discretion.  Dear  and  adorable  Sa- 
viour, I  have  been  hindered  from  meditating 
upon  thy  Gospel ;  but  I  will  remember  thee  upon 
my  bed,  and  think  of  thee  in  my  wakeful  faoun. 
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I  hare  idready  gained  some  knowledge  of  thy 
holy  word,  but  not  equal  to  my  desires.  O  that 
I  could  imprmt  upon  my  mind  every  circum- 
stance of  thy  blessed  example,  and  every  precept 
of  thy  heavenly  doctrine.  O  that  I  had  power  to 
follow  the  one,  and  understand  the  other  to  per- 
fection !  To  do  so  shall  be  the  study  of  my  fu- 
ture life.  Dear  Lord,  I  consider  it  as  the  hi^est 
honour  I  can  enjoy  upon  earth,  to  be  instrumen- 
tal in  propagating  thy  glorious  Gospel.  I  will 
not  remit  my  zeal  through  any  discouragements. 
O  divine  Savionr,  to  whom  I  look  up  for  salva- 
tion, for  everlasting  life  and  happiness,  receive 
the  willing  homage  of  my  sout.  O  Lord,  thou 
knowest  ^at  I  love  thee.  Give  me  the  fruits  of 
thy  divine  love,  sweet  inward  peace,  comfortable 
hope,  a  true  faith,  and  all  the  consolations  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  O  that  I  could  cast  out  every  thing 
from  my  heart  that  is  offensive  in  thy  sight,  my 
Lord  and  my  Saviour ! 

Nov.  16.  I  now  find  myself  at  full  leisure  and 
liberty  for  my  spiritual  exercises ;  for  the  sweet 
employment  of  which  I  have  devoted  the  Sunday 
evenings.  Away  from  my  mind,  all  worldly  cares. 
Away  from  me,  all  trifling  thoughts.  Enter  into 
thyself,  O  my  soul,  and  take  a  view  of  thy  present 
atate.    How  has  the  last  week  passed  ?    —     — 

1  feel  at  this  moment  a  degree  of  peace  and 
serenity  which  I  humbly  hope  proceeds  from  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  I  feel  an  inclination  to  rejoice  in 


the  goodness  of  the  Lord :  surely  I  may  safely 
give  way  to  this  desire — I  will  do  so.  O  what 
blessings  and  comforts  are  daily  bestowed  upon 
me! 

O  merciful  and  gracious  Father,  God  of  my 
life,  Author  of  my  being,  in  whom  alone  I  live 
and  move ;  without  whom  I  should  have  beea 
nothing,  or  worse  than  nothing,  a  poor  miserable 
lost  sinner;  I  rejoice  in  thine  iufinite  goodness^ 
and  thank  thee  with  an  unfeigned  heart.  O  Lord, 
I  rejoice  and  am  thankful,  that  thou  hast  hitherto 
preserved  me,  and  provided  for  my  sustenanct 
O  how  largely  have  I  partaken  of  thy  bounties 
during  my  existence  in  this  world  !  How  many 
kind  and  affectionate  relatives  hast  thou  given 
me  !  What  a  kind  and  tender  husband  didst  thoi 
allot  me !  What  dutiful  children  hast  thou  bles9> 
ed  me  with !  How  graciously  hast  thou  comforted 
me  under  all  the  trials  and  tribulations  to  which 
thou  hast  seen  fit  to  expose  me  !  O  merciful 
Father,  when  I  call  to  mind  these  instances  of  thy 
goodness,  my  gratitude  is  too  great  for  utter- 
ance. 

Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  give 
thanks  for  a  remembrance  of  his  holiness !  thanks, 
gracious  God,  are  all  I  have  to  offer  for  benefits 
and  mercies  innumerable.  God  of  my  life!  I 
love  thee  with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  soul,  and 
with  all  my  strength  ;  that  strength,  alas!  is  but 
weakness,  but  had  I  higher  faculties,  I  would 
offer  thee  more  exalted  praise  and  adoration. 
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O  angelic  host,  ye  blessed  and  happy  spirits, 
1  do  with  a  faithful  heart,  love  the  God  whom  ye 
adore  :  O  that  I  could  praise  him  like  you!  Al- 
mighty Father,  I^rd  of  all  things  in  Heaven  and 
earth !  pardon  the  presumption  of  a  poor  sinner, 
who  thus  strives  to  join  thy  heavenly  host.  O 
Lord,  I  feel  at  this  instant  how  unworthy  I  am 
to  do  so.  But  I  am,  I  trust,  a  member  of  Christ, 
as  such  thou  wilt  not  despise  me.  I  am,  I  hope, 
among  the  number  of  thy  adopted  children  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake ;  I  trust,  there  is  an  inherit- 
ance provided  for  me  in  the  kingdom  of  thy  dear 
Son :  I  trust,  I  am  an  heir  of  glory.  Suffer  me 
then,  O  most  gracious  Father,  with  Angels  and 
Archangels  to  magnify  thy  glorious  name ;  O 
most  adored  God,  I  honour  thee  with  all  the 
powers  of  my  soul ;  I  desire  to  do  thy  will  with 
all  my  abilities,  both  of  body  and  mind ;  I  lift 
up  my  heart  unto  thee.  I  beseech  thee,  mercifiil 
God  I  to  pardon  all  my  sins  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.  I  beseech  thee  to  fill  me  with  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  that  I  may  be  cleansed  from  all  defile- 
ment, and  strengthened  to  do  my  duty.  O  Lord, 
how  sensibly  do  I  feel  thy  goodness  to  me  in  my 
state  of  widowhood !  how  plainly  do  I  discern 
the  ways  of  thy  Providence !  O  Lord,  how  won- 
derful art  thou  in  all  thy  works  of  Creation,  Pro- 
vidence^ and  Grace  I  Lord,  thou  knowest  all  the 
wishes  and  desires  of  my  heart ;  I  hope  and  tiust, 
I  have  none  at  this  time  that  are  contrary  to  thy 
will  and  commandments.    My  first  desire  is  to 
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Father,  by  following  the  example  of  thy  dear 
Son,  my  adorable  Saviour.  My  next  desire  is  to 
do  my  duty  in  every  relation  of  life.  —    — ■     — ' 

How  can  I  sufficiently  thank  thee,  graciom 
Father,  for  the  joys  which  I  at  this  time  feel  in 
the  humble  confidence  of  being  owned  and  loved'  , 
by  thee !   O  Lord,  this  is  alone  more  than  a  suffi- 
cient reward  for  years  of  care !    Yes,  gracious   | 
God,  this  thought,  this  hope,  is  of  inestimable   i 
value !  it  is  an  earnest  of  eternal  bliss ;  it  pro- 
mises immortal  happiness.  Thou  wilt  receive  thy  I 
children  to  thyself ;  I  shall  not  always  grovel  is 
the  dust ;  1  shall  rise  to  life  eternal ;   I  shall  soar 
above  mortality ;  I  shall  behold  thee  in  gtorioua 
majesty — O  ecstacy  of  thought ! 

Dear  and  adorable  Saviour !  to  thee  I  am  in* 
debted  for  these  dear  hopes,  these  joyful  expec- 
tations :  on  thy  merits  aione  are  they  fixed,  for 
of  myself  I  am  nothing.  No,  O  Lord,  I  could 
have  no  hopes  of  immortality  without  thee.  Bat 
I  know  thou  wilt  not  reject  me,  for  I  believe  in 
thee  as  the  Son  of  God ;  I  honour  thee,  as  I  ho- 
nour  the  Father,  1  love  those  whom  thou  didst 
vouchsafe  to  call  thy  brethren.  I  am  willing  to 
the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  minister  to  the  poor* 
to  feed  the  hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  to  visit  the 
sick,  to  comfort  the  prisoner :  I  shall  strive, 
blessed  Xx)rd,  to  do  unto  all  men,  as  1  would  they 
should  do  unto  me. 
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As  one  of  this  nation^  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee 
to  shew  forth  thy  power,  and  come  among  us, 
and  with  great  might  succour  us.  I  trust,  gra- 
cious God,  that  thou  hast  in  this  land  many  true 
and  faithful  servants,  zealous  for  the  honour  of 
thy  great  Name,  and  the  Gospel  of  thy  blessed 
Son ;  for  their  sakes,  O  gracious  God,  preserve 
the  nation,  and  shed  thy  Holy  Spirit  abroad  into 
all  hearts,  that  those  who  err  from  the  right  path, 
may  return  into  the  way  of  righteousness,  and 
that  all  may  serve  thee  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest.  O  that  we  may  be  in  thy  sight  a  holy 
nation !  these  prayers  I  humbly  offer  to  thy  Di- 
vine Majesty,  Holy  Father,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  thy  Son,  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of 
Mankind.  O  may  they  find  accepta^ce  for  his 
sake.    Amen!  Amen! 

Dec.  7.  —  —_  —  —  _  —  _ 
O  eternal  and  gracious  God,  my  Creator,  my* 
Preserver,  my  Almighty  Parent,  my  heavenly 
Father !  how  comfortable  to  my  mournful  spirit, 
is  the  permission  to  address  thee  by  the  last  en* 
dearing  title !  my  heavenly  Father !  what  power  is 
there  in  these  words  to  calm  a  troubled  spirit ! 
why  art  thou  disquieted,  O  my  soul  ?  Why  art 
thou  cast  down  ?  I  will  thank  thee,  my  Almighty 
Parent !  Author  of  all  my  comforts !  I  will  thank 
thee  with  an  unfeigned  heart,  if  not  with  fervency 
of  spirit.  O  my  God,  while  I  thus  presume  to 
address  thee  as  my  Father^  I  feel  an  exalted 
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sense  of  thy  fatherly  goodness,  which  makes  my 
heart  glow  with  gratitude  inexpressible.     Surely 
it  is  an  earnest  to  rae  that  thou  dost  own  me  as 
thy  child,  thy  adopted  child,  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.     O  eternal  Lord  God,  I  love  thee  v,-ilh  ray  I 
whole  heart;    I  desire  to  obey  thy  will  in  all  ( 
things ;  I  submit  to  whatever  chastisement  thou  ] 
mayst  see  fit  to  lay  upon  me,     I  feel  my  depenti*  j 
ance  upon  thy  Providence  for  all  things,  even  fiw  | 
the  continuance  of  my  life ;  I  desire,  I  long  to  | 
dwell  in  thy  glorious  presence.     O  how  greatly 
do  I  grieve,  that !  should  ever  have  offended  thee) 
how    earnestly   do  I  beseech    thee  to   pardoB 
me  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.     How  sincerely  do  I 
resolve  to  walk  henceforth  according  to  thy  holy 
laws !  yet,  how  imperfect  is  ray  obedience !  yes,  I 
gracious  Father !  I  am  very  sensible  that  on  my 
own  account  I  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  thy 
child.     But  thou  wilt  receive  me  as  such,  for  my 
'dear  Redeemer's  sake ! 

Dec.  14.  I  love  thee,  O  God,  above  all  things, 
the  husband  of  the  widow,  and  the  father  of  the 
fatherless!  vouchsafe  I  most  earnestly  beseech 
thee,  to  continue  thy  compassion  and  tender 
mercies,  to  me  and  my  dear  family.  O  Lord, 
keep  us  evermore  in  the  paths  of  virtue  and  holi- 
ness ;  O  how  can  1  sufficiently  thank  thee  for  thy 
grace,  so  bountifully  bestowed  upon  my  children 
in  their  youthful  years!  God  of  my  life',  my 
heart  overflows  with  gratitude  too  great  for  utter- 
ance! I  bless,  I  adore,  I  worship,  I  praise,  I  thank 
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thee,  •  O  Lord,  heavenly  Father,  eternal  Son  of 
God^  eternal  Spirit,  adorable  Trinity. 

O  most  gracious  Father!  God  of  all  power, 
might,  honour,  majesty  and  glory !.  I  adore  thine 
infinite  perfection.  I  acknowledge  my  own  lit- 
tleness; I  lament  my  sins,  I  take  condfort  in  thy 
Inercy. through  Christ,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  hope 
of  salvation  and  everlasting  happiness.  O  Lord 
God,how  wonderful  is  thy  goodness  to  the  children 
of  men!  What  lis  man  that  thou  art  mindful  of 
him!  Or  the  son  of  man  that  thou  visitest.him? 
Praise  the  Lord, .  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all 
his  benefits  I  praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  who 
<nrowneth  thee  with  loving  kindness  and  tender 
mercies;  who  preserveth  thy  life,  and  provideth 
abundantly  for  thee ;  who  defendeth  thee  against 
all  enemies,  spiritual  and  temporal,  and  fiUeth 
thee  with  comfort  and.  hope,  and  peace  and  joy. 

0  Lord  God,  as  long  as  I  have  any  being  I  will 
love,  adore,  worship, .  and  praise  thee.  Without* 
thee,  I  am  not  able  to  please  thee,  vouchsafe  I 
most  earnestly  beseech  thee  to  give  me  grace  to 
see  my  faults,  to  amend  .my  life,  to  practise  holi- 
ness, to  seek  for  glory. and  immortality^  To  thy 
fittherly  goodness  I  most  humbly  recommend  all 
my  concerns,  both  spiritual  and  temporal.  Vouch* 
safe,  I  beseech  thee,,  to  continue  to  me  and  all  my 
dear  children,  the  blessings  we  at  present  possess 
as  long  as  they  are  good  for  us.  O  Lord,  I  wish 
to  act  on  all  occasions  a.  just  and  upright  part.. 

1  wish  to  maintain  a  good  character  in  the  world.; 
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I  wish  to  perform  the  part  of  a  faithful  steward. 
I  desire,  under  all  the  trials  of  life,  to  possess  my 
soul  in  patience,  but  I  can  do  none  of  these  things 
without  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit;  for  that  help 
I  pray  above  all  things.  O  Lord,  1  seek,  grant 
that  I  may^W.  I  knock,  grant  that  heaven  may 
be  opened  to  my  prayers.  I  ask,  O  may  I  receive. 
All  this  I  beg  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake,  my  Re- 
deemer, thy  Son,  O  heavenly  Father.  Amen! 
Amen! 

O  Almighty  Father,  I  am  conscious  that  I  have 
committed  numberless  offences,  and  my  soul  is 
afflicted  vfith  sorrow,  though  I  humbly  trust  my 
offences  are  pardoned  by  thee,  for  the  sake  of  my 
dear  Rede^ner,  whose  merits  I  have  this  day 
pleaded  before  thee,  whose  blessed  body  and  blood 
I  have  this  day  spiritually  taken  and  received  ao> 
cording  to  his  own  most  holy  institution.  Yes, 
merciful  Father,  I  humbly  trust,  that  I  am  washed 
from  the  defilement  of  sin  in  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Lamb ;  which  was  slain  from  the  foundatioD 
of  the  world :  I  will  therefore,  be  glad  and  rejoice, 
and  vrill  thank  thee  with  my  whole  heart,  in  re- 
membrance of  thy  infinite  love  and  compassion  to 
fallen  man.  And  thee,  O  divine  Redeemer,  will 
I  also  thank  for  thy  goodness,  thy  condescension, 
thy  tender  mercy.  O  Lord,  thou  knowest  my 
present  infirmity ;  my  desire,  my  inability.  Lord, 
may  thy  all-powerful  intercession  supply  all  my 
deficiencies !  dear  Lord,  give  me  thy  grace.  Con- 
tinue to  me  that  peace  which  I  at  this  time  enjoy  1 J 
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0  €kHl^f  tli^  universe,  adorable  Trinity,  vouch* 
safe  to  fffeserve,  protect,  and  guide  me  in  the  way 
of  everlasting  life ;  and  not  me  only,  but  my  dear 
children  also.  O  Lord,  I  leave  off  from  weari^ 
ness  of  spirit.     O  when  I  join  with  my  family,  as 

1  shall  in  a  short  time  do,  may  my  heart  go  aiong 
with  my  lips  in  prayer  and  praise. 

Dec.  21.  Turn  thy  thoughts  inward,  O  my 
soul,  and  view  thyself.  O  how  greatly  dost  thou 
fall  short  of  that  degree  of  perfection  to  which,even 
while  confined  in  an  earthly  body,  thou  mightest 
attain  I  and  what  art  thou  compared  with  the 
blessed  spirits  in  heaven  ?  I  feel  my  defects,  my 
imperfections,  and  am  humbled.  I  will  acknow- 
ledge my  transgressions  with  a  contrite  heart.  Fa- 
ther of  mercies,  God  of  all  power  and  greatness, 
infinite  in  majesty,  infinite  in  perfection!  my  soul 
is  humbled  before  thee  with  a  sense  of  infirmity 
and  guilt.  Great  God  Almighty,  had  I  not  read 
what  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  reveal  in  Scrip- 
ture concerning  thy  own  divine  character,  I  could 
not  dare  to  approach  thee,  but  thou  hast  pro- 
claimed thyself  to  be  the  Lord,  the  Lard  God,  mer- 
ciful  and  gracious,  hmg-suffering,  of  great  goodness, 
keeping  mercy  for  thousands.  I  acknowledge  thee 
to  be  the  Lord ;  I  know  thee  to  be  gracious  and 
merciful,  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth ;  for  I, 
O  Lord,  am  one  among  the  thousand  for  whom 
thou  hast  kept  mercy.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
have  experienced  the  truth  of  thy  divine  promises ; 
and  praised  be  thy  holy  name  for  thy  goodness ! 
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yet  thou  wilt  ml  clear  tfie  guiUtf.  But  thaoks  td 
divine  grace,  I  can  be  justified  through  the  merits  ' 
and  satisfaction  of  my  Redeemer.  Thou,  divine 
Saviour,  shatt  wash  me,  and  I  shall  be  whiter 
than  snow. 

Holy  Father,  vouchsafe,  \  beseech  thee,  \A* 
\icc\i  me  and  mine  under  the  shadow  of  thy 
wings.  O  lead  us  in  the  paths  of  peace,  bless 
our  going  out,  and  our  coming  in,  be  about  our 
bed,  and  about  our  path,  let  us  Ue  down  in  peace, 
and  rise  to  praise  and  serve  thee. 

Glory  to  thee,  O  Lord  God,  Heavenly  Father, 
God  the  Father  Almighty.    Amen  !  Amea ! 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  following  letter  in  what 
manner  Mrs.  Trimmer  became  acquainted  with 
Mrs.  West,  the  ingenious  author  of  "  The  Infidel 
Father,"  "  Tale  of  the  Times,"  and  many  other 
valuable  and  improving  works,  which  are  "well 
known  to  the  public,  and  highly  esteemed. 

TO  MRS.  WEST- 

Brentford,  Jme  S4, 1801. 

Dear  Madam, 
From  the  time  I  had  the  pleasure  of  reading 
the  first  of  your  interesting  and  useful  works,  I 
have  cherished  a  wish  to  be  personally  acquaint- 
ed with  you;  and  every  new  publication  from 
your  pen  has  encreased  the  desire ;  but  the 
fear  of  appearing  obtrusive  restrained  me  from 
addressing  you  by  letter,  till  my  friend,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong,  a  few  months  ago,  assured 
me  he  would  answer  for  the  contrary ;  and  I  have 
since  waited  only  till  I  could  offer  to  your  accep- 
tance my  New  Economy  of  Charity. 

I  am  indebted  to  you.  Madam,  for  many  hours 
of  rational  recreation,  and  I  wish  it  were  in  my 
power  to  give  you  as  much  pleasure  in  return : 
of  this  however,  1  persuade  myself,  that  you  will 
approve  the  design  of  my  present  work,  as  its 
princ^ie  accords  with  your  excellent  novel  "  The 
Tale  of  the  Times,"  in  which  you  have  given  an 
example  of  making  amusement  subservient  to  the 
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cause  of  religion  and  true  morality,  which 
should  be  happy  to  see  universally  followed  :- 
but  alas  !  as  you  well  know,  those  talents  whidi 
would  enable  their  possessors  to  contribute  great- 
ly to  the  reformation  of  the  higher  classes  in  U(e, 
by  mixing  improvement  with  delight,  are  too  of 
ten,  by  a  misapplication  of  them,  made  the  in- 
strument of  corruption ;  and  even  in  instances 
where  the  intention  is  right,  one  often  finds  a  mix- 
ture of  error  which  contaminates  the  good  ;  bat 
in  your  works.  Madam,  the  whole  is  agreeable  to 
the  principles  of  true  Christianity,  and  must  be 
approved  by  its  friends ;  and  I  hope  your  suc- 
cess has  been  such  as  to  encourage  you  to  pro- 
ceed. 

I  flatter  myself  it  will  not  be  long  before  I 
shall  be  favoured  with  a  letter;  and  when  you 
come  to  London  I  hope  you  will  favour  us  with  a 
visit ;  you  will  find  a  whole  family  disposed  to 
receive  you  with  cordial  esteem,  and  I  shall  be 
happy  to  be  reckoned  among  the  number  of  your 
friends.     Believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  regard. 

Dear  Madam, 

Your  faithful  humble  Servant, 

Sarah  Trimmer. 

The  acquaintance  thus  begun  by  Mrs.  Trim" 
mer  was  cemented  by  mutual  regard  and  esteem, 
and  was  founded  upon  the  most  solid  basis. 
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anxious  desire  in  each  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God  and  the  eternal  interests  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  From  the  time  of  their  first  becoming 
acquainted,  a  literary  and  confidential  correspon- 
dence was  kept  up  between  them,  which  though 
it  shewed  most  forcibly  the  amiable  dispositions 
and  truly  Christian  principles  entertained  on 
both  sides,  was  of  too  private  a  nature  to  be  laid 
before  the  public.  The  following  verses  written 
by  Mrs.  West,  who  has  kindly  allowed  of  their 
being  inserted  in  these  pages,  will  shew  the 
friendly  intercourse  which  subsisted  between 
them. 

To  the  Memory  ofMrs^  Trimmer. 

My  honoured  friend^  though  o'er  thy  sacred  bier, 
A  Christian's  grief,  a  Cliristian's  hop^  allays  ; 

Still  shall  the  harp,  once  pleasant  to  thine  ear, 
Attempt  its  late  forbidden  theme,  thy  praise. 

Yet  wast  thou  ever  lib'ral  to  bestow 
That  meed  on  those  thy  judgment  best  approved ; 

How  large  the  debt  of  gratitude  I  owe. 

How  was  I  counsell'd,  aided,  prab'd  and  lov'd. 

Let  others  tell,  (for  as  the  words  of  truth 
'Tis  told  where'er  Britannia's  name  is  known) 

Thy  apostolic  ministry  to  youth. 

Thy  faithful  service  to  the  Church  and  Throne. 

'Tis  mine,  receiv'd  within  the  social  hall. 
The  hidden  gems  of  virtue  to  record ; 
A  genius  pure  from  envy's  tainting  gall, 

« 

Meek  m  reproach,  and  careless  of  reward. 
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'Tis  miac  to  paint  liitmility  unfcign'd, 

Enlighten'd  zeal  witliout  fanatic  leav'n  ;  t 

Candour  engrafted  on  a  soul  uastain'd. 

And  universal  as  the  care  of  Heaven.  _ 

Still  does  my  son!  amid  afflictions  void. 

On  memory's  curtain  thoie  lov'd  features  paint ;  i 

Which  spoke  the  inespressite  peace  enjoy'd,  . 

That  blissful  fore-losie  of  the  expectant  saint. 

No  flaming  chariot  bore  thy  parting  sou),  i 

Nor  vras  it  through  the  gates  of  anguish  torn  ; 

An  angel  whiapet'd,  "  thou  hast  reach'd  the  Goal ;" 
And  darkness  brighten'd  into  endless  mom. 

Like  Propbeis  and  like  Patriarchs  fam'd  of  old,  n 

Didst  thou  not  walk  vrith  God  and  fall  asleep;  ) 

And  tlius  thy  offspring  grieving,  yet  consol'd,  i 

Like  Jacob's  sons  atfection's  vigil  keep.  . 

From  the  pure  joys  that  gild  th'  Eternal's  throng  4 

The  brightest  lot  of  life  lies  distant  far  ; 

For  seventy  years  thy  lamp  benignly  shone, 

And  thousands  hail'd  it  as  a  guiding  star. 

No  hands  profane  its  lustre  shall  impair. 

But  o'er  thy  tomh  immortal  it  will  beam  ; 
Blaz'ning  to  times  remote  thy  virtues  rare. 

The  Christian's  model  and  the  Poet's  theme. 

A  fellow  lab'rer  in  Religion's  shrine, 

Who  still  in  Kedar's  tents  a  pilgrim  strays  ; 

Musing  on  happier  moments  spent  in  thine. 
Thus  on  tliy  grave  a  Sister's*  offering  lays. 

•  "  Sister  authors  may  we  ever  be,"   is  an  expression  used  bj   tbs 
deceased  id  licr  correB|iopdeace  witli  Mrs.  West. 
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Jan.  1.  O  Father  of  mercies,  God  of  all  grace 
and  goodness,  how  great  and  numberless  have 
been  the  instances  of  thy  loving  kindness  and 
tender  mercies  during  the  course  of  the  last 
year  I  My  offences  have  been  many,  and  I  fear 
some  of  them  gi'eat,  but  I  humbly  trust  thou  hast 
graciously  pardoned  them  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake, 
my  beloved,  my  adorable  Saviour.  O  Father  of 
merciesj  how  often  hast  thou  refreshed  my  soul 
with  the  comforts  of  thy  Holy  Spirit !  never  hast 
thou  refused  to  hearken  to  the  prayer  o(  faith, 
-which  I  have  offered  with  unfeigned  Iqu .'  how 
often  hast  thou  bestowed  upon  me  that  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding.  How  bountifully 
hast  thou  provided  for  the  temporal  wants  of  me 
and  my  dear  family,  O  Lord,  how  wonderful  are 
the  ways  of  thy  Providence  and  grace.  O  Al- 
mighty Father,  I  honour,  I  love,  I  adore,  I  wor- 
ship thee  with  all  my  heart  and  soul ;  with  my 
present  faculties  I  cannot  fully  express  the  grati- 
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tude  I  feel  for  thy  unspeakable  mercies,  but  now 
thou  hast  brought  me  to  the  beginning  of  another 
year,  I  again  most  solemnly  devote  myself  to  thy 
service ;  resolving,  thy  grace  assisting  me,  to  fol- 
low thy  commandments  in  all  things,  and  to  en- 
deavour to  do  thy  blessed  will.  O  gracious  Fa- 
ther, vouchsafe  to  regard  me  as  thine  adopted 
child,  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  bestow  on  me  I 
thy  paternal  blessing.  Extend  these  blessingi 
also,  gracious  God,  to  all  my  dear  children,  and 
keep  us  evermore  in  the  path  that  leads  to  ever- 
laBting  life.  Defend  us  from  all  our  enemies; 
grant  us  whatever  we  stand  in  need  of;  enable 
us  to  trust  in  thee,  our  only  sure  rock ;  our  only 
preserver.  Hear  my  prayers,  O  God  of  all  good- 
ness, for  Jesus  Christ's  sake ! 

Jan.  11.  O  most  gracious  Father,  how  unwor- 
thy am  I  of  thy  loving  kindness!  yet  I  presume 
to  beseech  thee  to  continue  to  me  thy  heavenly 
benediction.  O  Lord  cast  me  not  off,  I  earnestly 
pray ;  in  thee  is  my  trust ;  in  thee  is  my  coofr- 
deuce ;  in  the  midst  of  my  infirmities,  my  hear^ 
I  humbly  trust,  is  most  faithfully  devoted  to  thee; 
yes,  most  merciful  Father,  I  feel  thy  goodness 
most  sensibly;  I  desire  thy  favour  above  all 
things  that  this  world,  or  thousands  of  world! 
can  give !  what,  indeed,  of  happiness,  or  true  en- 
joyment, can  a  universe  bestow,  if  thy  favour  and 
blessing  are  wanting?  O  most  gracious  God, 
view  not  my  sinful  actions,  proceeding,  I  hope, 
from  DO  corrupt  principle,  but  from  human  in* 
2 


^ 


435 

ftrmity ;  but  view  the  sincere  devotion  of  my 
iieart ;  the  ardent  affection  of  my  soul ;  my  hun* 
ger  and  thirst  after  righteousness.  O  view  me  as 
ctie  of  the  redeemed  of  Christ ;  as  sprinkled  with 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  remembrance  of 
every  deviation  from  duty  is  grievous  unto  wft^, 
the  burden  of  my  sins  would  be  too  heavy  fof  *  me 
to  sustain  without  my  Saviour's  aid.  O  Lord  God 
Ahftighty,  permit  me  to  plead  the  merits  of  my 
Redeemer;  I  have  faith  in  his  blood;  I  have 
been  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  (he 
6on,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  I  have  spiritually 
eaten  of  the  body  and  blood  of  Christ.  Vouch* 
«afe  still  to  regard  me  as  thine  adopted  child  in 
Christ  Jesus.  Vouchsafe  to  grant  me  thy  peace 
tod  the  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  his  sake. 
To  these  my  earnest  petitions,  I  desire,  most 
merciful  Father,  to  add  my  humble  thanksgiv- 
ings. O  how  great  have  been  thy  mercies ;  how 
imspeakable  the  benefits  bestowed  upon  me !  O 
Lord,  thou  hast  blessed  me  ^th  a  bountiful 
hand ;  let  me  thank  thee  with  a  perfect  heart. 
When  will  such  a  heart  be  mine  ?  most  gracious 
Wither,  my  soul  doth  bless  and  magnify  thy  holy 
Mime  for  all  thy  goodness  towards  me  and  my 
dear  children ;  particularly  I  thank  thee  for  giv* 
ng  to  one  dear  child,  safe  deliverance  from  the 
perils  and  dangers  of  child-birth. 
Jan.  25.    —     —     ^^    ^^    ,^    —    .^    i^ 

O  my  God !  my  soul  will  be  satisfied  when  I  bo- 
hold  thee  in  the  sanctuary  of  heaven !  and  is  it 
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permitted  to  a  poor  weak  mortal  like  me  tottspiR 
to  the  exalted  bliss  of  beholding  my  Creator  and 
iRedeemer?  O  yes,  i  may  indulge  such  hopes, 
if  I  believe  and  obey.  What  must  I  believe? 
the  Gospel  tells  me.  What  must  I  do  ?  that  also 
the  Gospel  tells  me.  It  is  required  of  me  to  lire 
a  life  of  sinless  perfection ;  that,  alas !  I  camiot 
do;  my  sins  are  already  more  in  number  than 
the  hairs  of  my  head ;  and  such  is  my  weakness 
and  infirmity,  that  I  fear  I  shall  add  to  them 
every  day  of  my  life.  What  then  shall  I  do  to 
be  saved  ?  repent  and  believe  the  Gospel.  O,  most 
gracious  Father,  I  do  repent,  I  am  heartily  sorry 
for  all  my  misdoings  ;  I  most  earnestly  desire  to 
live  hereafter  according  to  thy  holy  will  and  com- 
mandments. How  shall  I  know  thy  holy  will? 
where  shall  I  find  thy  commandments?  they  are 
written  in  thy  book.  O  most  gracious  Father!  I 
will  search  the  Scriptures;  I  will  meditate  in 
them  day  and  night ;  I  will  search  out  the 
wondrous  things  of  thy  law ;  thy  word  is  t 
lantern  to  my  feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path. 
O  most  gracious  Father!  I  desire  to  confess 
my  sins  unto  thee  ;  but  where  is  the  remem- 
brance of  those  I  have  lately  committed ; 
gone  from  me  like  a  dream  !  surely  I  do  not 
deceive  myself  in  thinking,  that  the  peace  and 
quietness  of  conscience  I  at  this  moment  feel  are 
an  earnest  to  me,  that  my  sins  are  pardoned 
through  the  all-powerful  intercession  of  my  dear 
Redeemer !     1  know  that  I  have  do  merits ;  bat 
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I  h<^  I  have  that  which  thou,  by  heavenly  Fa* 
ther,  wilt  in  thy  grace  and  mercy  accept  instead 
of  perfect  righteousness.  I  have  faith^  and  I 
strive  to  shew  my  faith  by  my  works.  O  that  I 
could  abound  yet  more  and  more  in  works  of 
Christian  charity !  but  I  am  sore  let,  and  hin* 
dered  in  running  the  race  that  is  set  before  me. 

Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  give  me  a  heart  to  feel 
for  the  distresses  of  my  fellow*creatures,  and  to 
relieve  them  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability.  O  that 
this  ability  might  encrease  according  to  the  calls 
I  now  have  for  the  exercise  of  liberality ! 

Most  gracious  Father,  I  also  presume  to  sup- 
plicate thee  in  behalf  of  the  nation  to  which  I  be* 
long.  I  know  that  it  is  very  sinful ;  I  know  that 
horrible  things  are  done  in  it ;  I  know  that  many, 
both  of  the  high  and  low  are  despisers  of  thy 
word,  breakers  of  thy  sabbath,  and  open  con- 
temners of  the  Gospel.  These  are  great  and  cry- 
ing sins;  and  if  persisted  in  will  undoubtedly 
bring  down  thy  just  vengeance  upon  us,  as  it  has 
lately  fallen  upon  other  nations :  but,  O  most  mer- 
ciful Father !  there  are  still  many  faithful  in  the 
land ;  many  are  there  who  have  not  bowed  the 
knee  to  Baal,  who  are  zealous  for  thine  honour ; 
who  believe  the  Gospel ;  who  have  faith  in  thy 
beloved  Son;  who  are  given  to  good  works:  for 
their  sakes,  O  merciful  Lord,  avert  thy  judg- 
ments, I  most  humbly  beseech  thee.  O  save  thy 
people !  preserve  thine  heritage ;  let  us  not  fUl  a 
prey  to  a  worse  than  heathen  nation ;  a  nation  of 
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atheists  and  blasphemers  1  Go  forth,  O  Diost  mer- 
ciful God,  with  our  fleets  and  armies;  deliver  u» 
from  our  cruel  enemies!  maintain  our  cause,  and 
fare  us  from  destruction  for  thy  mercies  sake. 

Feb.  1.  How  rapid  is  the  flight  of  time!  How 
short  the  space  appears  to  be  betwixt  one  sabbath 
and  another,  and  yet  the  proportion  of  time  al- 
lotted by  the  all-hountifui  Creator  for  our  worldly 
business,  is  six  times  greater  than  that  which  he 
has  claimed  for  his  own  peculiar  service.  Who 
that  has  experienced  the  delights  of  a  truly  Chris* 
tian  sabbath,  would  not  long  and  earnestly  de«r6 
to  pass  every  day  in  the  same  manner  ?  but  it  can- 
not be!  angels  alone  are  capable  of  a  continua- 
tion of  such  divine  employment.  The  human  fa- 
culties are  not  equal  to  a  perpetual  exercise  in  it ; 
at  least  mine  are  not.  But  I  love  the  sabbath  of 
the  Lord;  I  am  truly  thankful  for  the  institution 
of  it;  and  I  look  forward  with  hope  to  the  sab- 
bath of  eternal  rest  in  heaven.  How  favourable 
is  the  sabbath-day  upon  earth  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this ! 

Dear  and  adorable  Saviour,  thou  knowest  that 
I  love  thee.  Vouchsafe  to  continue  to  me  thy 
loving-kindness.  I  am  very  zealous  for  thine  ho- 
nour, O  divine  Lord !  enable  me,  I  beseech  thee, 
to  make  a  right  use  and  improvement  of  the  talent 
committed  to  me ;  there  is  nothing  upon  earth  I 
desire  so  much  as  to  be  the  humble  instrument 
for  propagating  thy  holy  religion. 

What  treasure  is  fallen  to  the  society  which  is 
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establidied  f  o  {tf opagate  the  knofwledge  of  Cliria^ 
tianity  both  in  this  nation  and  in  foreign  lands! 
may  it  be  dispensed  with  zeal  and  judgment,  so  as 
to  answer  many  good  and  pious  ends !  O  divine 
Lord,  I  see  with  joy  the  exertions  whi^h  are 
duaking  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poon 
May  thy  Spirit  direct  them  for  the  ultimate,  the 
eternal  good  of  the  multitude,  as  well  as  for  their 
temporal  relief.  They  have  not  only  the  loaves  and 
fishes,  but  the  bread  of  life  dispensed  to  them! 

Feb.  8.  O  most  mercifiil  and  gracious  Fathw, 
how  great  has  been  thy  goodness  to  me,  a  poor 
sinful  creature !  I  know  that  I  am  not  worthy  of 
the  least  of  all  thy  favours,  and  yet,  I  trust,  diou 
dost  regard  me  as  thy  child  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.  O  gracious  Father !  without  faith  in  the 
merits  of  my  blessed  Redeemer,  knowing  how 
greatly  I  have  offended  many  times  against  thy 
laws,  I  could  not  dare  to  address  myself  to  thee ; 
but  encouraged  by  thy  divine  promises  to  man- 
kind in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord,  I  humbly  trust  tiiat 
for  his  sake  thou  hast  blotted  out  my  sins,  and  that 
my  soul  iswashed  in  his  most  precious  blood,  and 
my  inward  man  strengthened  by  the  bread  of  life. 
O  may  I  henceforth  serve  and  please  thee  in  new- 
ness of  life,  to  the  honour  of  thy  great  name,  and 
the  good  of  my  immortal  soul. 

Feb.  16.  My  dear  children  are  fearful  that  I 
shall  give  up  the  world  entirely,  and  be  too  ab- 
stracted.   True  it  is  that  having  lost  my  better 
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half,  1  have  but  little  relish  for  the  enjoyments  of 
this  world ;  my  thoughts  ascend  to  that  blessed 
place,  whither,  I  trust,  my  dear  husband  is  gone 
before  me;  but  I  shall  never  be  entirely  weaned 
from  this  life,  I  think,  while  I  have  faculties  for 
hearing  and  seeing  my  dear  children ;  however,  I 
vfiW  keep  a  guard  over  myself :  alas '.  I  know  I 
am  very  unfit  for  the  society  of  angels,  with  all 
the  human  frailties  and  weaknesses  of  which  I 
am  conscious ;  while  I  am  in  the  flesh,  I  must  not 
aspire  to  the  enjoyments  of  superior  beings. 

Several  pleasing  circumstances  happened  to  me 
in  the  course  of  the  last  week,  I  received  assu- 
rances from  an  afflicted  widow-lady,  that  I  had 
afforded  her  great  consolation ;  she  gave  me  a 
handsome  donation  for  the  relief  of  a  poor  young 
woman,  who  is  left  a  widow,  and  destitute,  with 
a  young  family  of  helpless  children.  I  have  had 
letters  concerning  my  books  of  instruction  for  the 
poor,  which  give  roe  pleasing  hopes  of  the  ulti- 
mate success  of  the  plan. 

Most  merciful  God,  eternal  and  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, I  humble  myself  before  thee  under  the  con- 
sciousness of  my  own  unworthiness ;  and  I  adore 
thy  mercy  and  goodness,  from  whence  I  derive 
the  inward  peace  and  tranquillity  which  I  at  this 
time  enjoy,  in  the  comfortable  hope  that  thou  hast 
blotted  out  my  sins,  and  granted  me  pardon  for 
my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  O  Lord,  I  plead  no 
merits,  but  those  of  my  Saviour,  but  they  are  all- 
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sufficient^  and  I  have  faith  in  them  and  thy  divine 
promises,  through  Jesus  Christ  thy  blessed  and 
divine  Son. 

Dear  and  adorable  Saviour  I  what  should  I  be 
without  thee ;  alas !  a  lost  miserable  creature. — 
Lord,  I  flee  to  thee ;  O  strengthen,  comfort,  sus- 
tain, thy  poor  servant !  grant  me  an  interest  in 
thy  all-powerful  intercession ! 

My  soul,  a  prisoner  in  an  earthly  body,  tries  to 
look  through  its  prison  walls  into  the  world  of 
spirits,  of  which  it  supposes  my  dear  departed 
husband  an  inhabitant. 

O  vain,  vain  attempt !  I  can  gain  no  certainty. 
But  it  will  not  always  be  so ;  No,  the  same  world 
will,  I  trust,  hereafter  contain  us  both,  and  the 
Providence  of  God  once  more  bring  us  into  each 
other's  presence.  I  delight  to  indulge  these 
hopes ;  how  can  I  bear  to  think  of  an  eternal  se- 
paration  from  my  long-loved  friend :  no,  I  owe 
him  a  debt  of  gratitude,  which  I  hope  yet  to  dis- 
charge ;  yet  what  can  I  now  do  to  increase  his 
happiness  ?  nothing,  I  know !  but  he  has  left  re- 
presentatives behind,  dear  children,  the  pledges 
of  that  conjugal  affection  which  was  one  of  the 
strong  features  in  his  amiable,  his  virtuous  cha- 
racter ;  and  to  them  I  will  pay  it ;  at  least  I  will 
make  the  best  return  I  can ;  I  shall  never  cease 
to  esteem  my  dear  husband  while  I  remain  in  this 
state  of  existence,  and  I  persuade  myself  I  shall 
have  no  cause  to  give  up  the  affection  which  my 
heart  cherishes  when  I  leave  mortality  behind. 
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Tbm  knowest  my  weaknesses,  thou  knowest  ay 
wants*  and  necessities.  Vouchsafe  to  pity  and 
belp  me. 

March  8.    O  it  is  a  joyful  and  a  pleasant  thing 
to  be  thankful !  I  thank  thee,  O  gracious  and  mer- 
cifiil  Father,  great  Lord  of  the  universe.    I  thank 
thee  witii  my  whole  heart  for  thy  goodness  and 
loving  kindness  to  me,  a  miserable  sinner.      I 
know  that  I  am  unworthy  of  the  least  of  all  thy 
mercies.    How  good,  how  gracious,  how  merciful 
art  thou  I    How  comfortable  is  it  to  my  soul  that 
I  am  encouraged  by  thy  divine  promises  to  hope 
that  my  sins  are  forgiven,  and  that  I  may,  as  thine 
adopted  child  in  Christ  Jesus,  address  thee,  most 
mighty  God,  as  my  heavenly  Father !    What  de- 
lightful hopes  are  awakened  by  that  endearing 
title !     My  God,  my  Father,  will  not  forsake  me. 
My  heavenly  Parent  will  continue  to  provide  for 
me  and  mine.    He  will  deliver  me  out  of  all  my 
troubles.     He  will  bring  my  feet  out  of  the  net 
My  heavenly  Parent  will  comfort  and  cherish  me 
with  his  grace  and  benediction.     My  heavenly 
Parent  will  make  provision  for  my  eternal  happi- 
ness.    He  will  in  his  good  time  call  me  home. 
He  will  admit  me  into  his  glorious  presence.     I 
jshall  behold  his  face ;  I  shall  dwell  with  him  for 
ever.   O  gracious  Father,  that  I  were  but  able  to 
do  thy  will  perfectly ;  to  keep  thy  commandments 
wholly ;  but  I  am  at  present  in  the  infancy  of  my 
existence.    O  Lord,  I  humble  myself  as  a  little 
child.    I  depend  upon  thy  bounty  and  goodness. 
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1  can  as  yet  do  nothing  well ;  but  when  thou  shalt 
see  fit  to  call  me  to  a  higher  state  of  existence,  I 
hope  to  serve  thee  better.     O  my  God,  how  truly 
blessed  are  these  moments,  in  which,  by  fervent 
prayer,  I  hold  communion  with  thee,  even  in  this 
imperfect  manner !    What  then  must  be  the  frui- 
tion of  godliness  in  the  world  to  come !     O  world 
of  my  hope,  to  which  my  soul  looks  up !     WorW 
in  which  are  hidden  those  treasures  for  which  [ 
ardently  long.     Of  what  nature  are  thy  joys?    Is 
not  that  which  I  now  feel  a  faint  foretaste  of  them  ? 
O  yes!  could  I  always  feel  as  I  now  do,  this  world 
would  be  a  heaven  to  me.     Thanks,  thanks,  a 
thousand  times  repeated,  could  not  express  my 
gratitude.     O  gracious  Father,  tliou  hast  heark- 
ened to  the  voice  of  my  humble  petitions,  and 
praised  be  thy  holy  name.' 
March  15.  —    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

O  most  merciful  God,  supreme  Governor  of  the 
universe.  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  how  furiously  do 
our  enemies  rage  against  us !  What  dreadful  pur- 
poses have  they  formed !  What  proud  threatenings 
do  they  send  forth  to  terrify  and  alarm  us!  Yet 
what  are  all  these  when  opposed  to  thy  Almighty 
arm?  If  thou  seest  fit,  thou  canst  destroy  thera 
in  an  instant.  But  at  present,  O  Lord,  they  arc 
a  rod  in  thine  hands,  to  scourge  nations  not  a  few, 
and  an  instrument  of  punishment  at  the  same  time 
to  themselves.  O  that  the  timeof  our  chastisement 
was  completed !  that  the  sword  of  war  were  once 
more  sheathed!     But  thou,  O  Lord,  knowest  the 


times' and  the  seasons,  and  who  shall  dare  t&say 
unto  thee,  "Why  are  these  things  so  f  When 
wilt  thou  withdraw  thy  hand?  O  Lord,  great  are 
the  preparations  making  for  our  defence,  great  as 
yet  are  our  resources ;  deliberate  are  our  coun- 
sels, and  I  trust  they  are  agreeable  to  thy  Holy 
will.  But  what  are  all  these  without  thy  pe- 
culiar blessing  ?  What  avail  all  our  fleets  and  ar- 
mies, unless  thou  goest  forth  with  them  ?  And  is 
n.ot  our  land  defiled  with  many  sins  ?  Do  not 
these  sins  cry  out  for  vengeance  ?  Lord,  we  are 
a  sinful  people,  there  are  but  few  righteous  among 
us.  If  thou  shouldest  deal  with  us  accordingto  our 
deserts,  we  should  be  blotted  out  from  the  earth, 
and  be  no  more  a  people.  But  thou  art  a  God 
infinite  in  mercy.  Spare  us  then,  good  Lord ;  O 
spare  us  for  thy  mercies  sake.  Turn  thy  face 
from  our  misdeeds,  and  blot  out  our  offences.  . 
Give  us  an  increase  of  grace.  Bring  us  to  re- 
pentance, and  receive  us  to  thy  favour.  Let  thy 
tabernacle  remain  in  the  midst  of  us,  O  Lord. 
Let  thy  glory  continue  with  us.  O  may  the  Re- 
deemer be  duly  honoured,  and  may  the  light  of 
the  Gospel  spread  far  and  wide.  May  I  reform 
what  is  amiss  in  me,  and  hereafter  increase  by  the 
practice  of  every  Christian  virtue,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  a  true  faith,  the  righteousness  of  the 
nation  to  which  I  belong. 

March  22.  I  sit  down  on  my  Sunday  even- 
ing's employment  for  a  short  time ;  but  the  day 
has  not  been  a  Sabbath  of  rest  to  me ;  agitationi 
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and  perturbation  of  the  most  painful  kind  (ex- 
cepting those  which  proceed  from  a  guilty  con- 
science) have  invaded  my  peace,  have  robbed  me 
of  my  tranquillity,  have  kept  me  from  the  house 

of  God,  and  from  the  schools.     My  dear  E 

lies  upon  the  bed  of  sickness  in  a  dangerous 
state,  and  my  heart  is  tormented  with  the  fear  of 
losing  her ;  yet,  1  humbly  trust,  I  have  not,  oa 
this  trying  occasion,  given  way  to  fretfulness  and 
impatience ;  the  stroke  comes  from  the  hand  of 
my  heavenly  Father,  and  I  submit  to  his  fatherly 
correction;  but  I  am  rendered  more  incapable  of 
bearing  up  under  this  additional  stroke  by  pre- 
ceding cares.  O  what  a  world  of  trial  is  this  1 
Life  is  truly  a  weary  pilgrimage,  but  there  is  t 
rest,  an  everlasting  rest,  for  the  righteous.  Be  it 
my  endeavour  to  be  of  this  number. 

O  most  merciful  and  gracious  Father,  the  trou- 
bles of  my  soul  are  increased.  I  am  surrounded 
by  griefs.  I  beseech  thee,  with  all  humility  I 
beseech  thee,  to  have  compassion  upon  me.  O 
Lord  God,  take  pity  upon  me,  and  spare  my  dear 
child.  O  spare  my  widowed  heart  the  sorrow  of 
losing  a  dutiful  child.  These  petitions  I  offer  up 
O  Lord,  with  all  submission  to  thy  holy  will. 
Thou  knowest  best  what  is  fit  and  proper  for  all 
thy  creatures,  and  far  be  it  from  me,  a  poor, 
weak,  erring,  ignorant  mortal,  to  desire  to  alter 
the  appoiotments  of  infinite  wisdom  and  good- 
ness. If  it  be  thy  will  to  take  away  my  dear 
child,  I  doubt  not  gracious  God,  but  that  thou 
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aiid  'all  her  surviving  friends  for  her  loss.  My 
heart  at  this  time  is  filled  with  gratitude  unutter- 
able, from  the  remembrance  of  thy  favours  and 
mercies.  Lord,  thou  wast  pleased  to  deprive  me 
of  children,  of  a  husband,  but  thou  didst  not 
leave  me  comfortless.  No,  most  gracious  Grod, 
never  was  I  so  fully  sensible  of  thy  fatherly  good- 
ness, thy  tender  pity,  thy  loving  kindness,  as  on 
these  trying  occasions.  O  Lord,  I  humbly  trust 
that  thou  wilt  restore  us  to  each  other  in  a  better 
vorld>;  that  world  in  which  my  hopes  are  firmly 
fixed ;  that  world  in  which  my  treasure  is — ^my 
heavenly  inheritance,  my  eternal  life,  my  endless 
felicity ;  that  world  in  which  I  shall  behold  thy 
glorious  presence,  most  mighty  God,  in  righteous- 
ness ;  that  world  in  which  I  shall  see  my  Saviour; 
that  world  where  angels  shall  be  my  companions, 
my  fellow  worshippers,  O  God,  my  soul  even  now 
springs  forward  towards  those  blessed  abodes; 
O  most  merciful  Father,  how  inestimable  are 
even  the  hopes  of  heavenly  joys  1  What  then  must 
be  the  fruition  of  them?  Give  me  I  most  humbly 
and  earnestly  beseech  thee,  the  help  of  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  to  enable  me  to  do  my  duty,  in  every  re- 
lation of  life,  as  becomes  a  disciple  of  the  blessed 
Jesus,  that  I  may  finally  obtain  a  disciple's  re- 
ward. Enable  me,  merciful  Father,  to  act  as 
becomes  thy  adopted  child  in  Christ  Jesus.  O 
Lord  God,  I  love  thee  above  all  things.  I  desire 
thee  in  preference  to  all  that  thy  boundless  crea- 


tion  contains.     My  sorrows  are  known  to  thee ; 

[  trust  in  thy  in6nite  goodness ;  thou  carest  for 

I  will  cast  my  care  upon  thee,  as  thy  pr»> 

5  encourage  me  to  do.     I  will  put  my  tnwt 

in  thee,  the  God  of  at!  power  and  goodness. 

Divine  and  adorable  Saviour'.  Friend  of  my  i 
soul,  ray  beloved  Master !  my  Lord  and  my  God  I 
To  thee,  as  the  only  Mediator  and  Intercessor  for  ' 
the  human  race,  I  commit  these  my  imperfect 
petitions.  O  present  them  for  me  to  the  throne  < 
of  grace !  add  thy  all-powerful  intercession  to 
give  them  efficacy  !  Son  of  David,  my  daughter 
lieth  on  the  bed  of  sickness ;  I  know  that  if  thoa 
wilt  thou  canst  restore  her.  Have  mercy  upon 
her !  have  mercy  upon  her  !  O  divine  Lord,  thou 
knowest  the  inmost  recesses  of  my  heart ;  Hkm 
knowest  that  I  do  most  sincerely  love  and  honour 
thee.  I  beseech  thee  continue  to  me  that  peace 
which  thou  hast  lately  granted  me.  O  give  me 
the  grace  of  patience.  Make  me  to  see  the  vanity 
of  all  earthly  things.  Let  me  remember,  while  I 
find  tribulation  in  the  world,  that  thou  hast  over- 
come the  world.  Lord,  if  I  did  not  meet  with 
trials  of  this  kind,  I  should  have  no  opportunity 
of  followiug  thy  blessed  example,  in  submitting 
to  the  dispensations  of  my  heavenly  Father.  I 
will  endeavour  to  sancify  my  afflictions.  O  Lord, 
be  with  me.  Forsake  me  not,  O  God  of  my  sal- 
vation ; — my  Redeemer  in  whom  1  trust.  Amen  ! 
Amen! 
March  29.     How  much  more  pleasantly  has 
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this  Sabbath  passed  than  the  last !  Delivered  by 
the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God  from  the  afflic- 
tion which  I  felt  on  my  dear  E 's  account, 

and  favoured  with  a  remission  of  care  by  the  same 
Almighty  goodness,  I  have  passed  the  day  tran- 
quilly, and  have  found  it  a  day  of  rest  and  com- 
fort. My  soul  has  been  refreshed  with  the  con- 
solation of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

May  3.  O  most  mighty,  Lord  God  of  Hosts, 
before  I  pray  for  myself,  I  will  oflfer  unto  thee 
my  earnest  supplications  in  behalf  of  this  nation : 
may  my  prayer  find  acceptance.  O  Lord  God 
Almighty,  we  are  truly  a  sinful  people  ;  all  thy 
commandments  are  violated  amongst  us,  thy  sab- 
baths are  greatly  polluted :  the  Gospel  is  scorned 
by  many,  the  Son  of  God  is  denied  and  insulted. 
But  not,  O  God,  by  all.  O  spare  thy  people  most 
merciful  God !  spare  us ;  turn  away  the  fierce- 
ness of  thy  displeasure,  destroy  us  not  in  thine 
anger,  but  grant  us  further  time  for  repentance ; 
O  may  all  resolve  to  amend  their  own  lives,  and 
encrease  thereby  the  righteousness  of  the  nation ! 
go  forth,  O  most  gracious  God,  with  our  fleets 
and  armies  !  preserve  our  good  sovereign ;  bless 
the  counsels  of  those  who  direct  the  affairs  of  the 
nation,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us,  but 
inspire  all  ranks  of  people  with  true  repentance, 
and  a  desire  to  promote  by  example,  a  general 
reformation.  O  Lord,  hear  our  prayers,  and  let 
our  cry  coine  unto  thee. 
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May  10.  The  season  of  recolleclion  is  again 
returned,  but  !  am  not  capable  of  improving  it  lo 
the  utmost,  for  my  bodily  and  mental  powers  are 
at  this  time  weak  and  languid.  The  last  week* 
was  at  the  beginning  of  it,  a  trying  one :  my  dear 
E ,  had  another  relapse,  and  though  not  at- 
tended with  dangerous  symptoms,  it  alanned  and 
agitated  me.  She  is  once  more,  I  hope,  recoTcr- 
ing,  and  my  anxious  heart  is  at  ease  respecting 
her.      —     —     —     _—     —    — .    — ■    — 

Divine  and  adorable  Saviour,  my  Lord,  my 
Master,  and  my  God.  My  soul  hath  a  longing 
desire  to  renew  its  swetest  employments,  to  do 
the  blessed  work  of  a  chosen  disciple,  to  feed  thy 
lambs.  O  that  I  may  be  permitted  to  do  thU 
with  a  quiet  mind  !  that  I  ihay  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  thy  peace,  divine  Lord,  which  passeth  al! 
understanding.  How  dear  is  thy  Gospel  to  my 
heart !  how  comfortable  the  truths  it  reveals ! 
how  delightful  the  hopes  it  holds  out.  Lord,  I 
believe  these  truths ;  I  cherish  these  hopes ;  I 
look  forward  with  joy  to  the  prize  of  my  calling; 
may  these  hopes  be  realized  in  thy  eternal  king- 
dom. 

O  what  a  weary  pilgrimage  is  the  passage 
through  this  world ;  but  it  leads  to  a  world  of 
eternal  bliss :  our  greatest  afflictions,  which  here- 
after will  appear  light,  work  for  us,  an  eternal 
weight  of  glory.     But  for  whom  do  they  work 


this  1  For  those  who  by  patient  eontinuftnce  in 
well  doing,  seek  for  glory  amd  immortality.  O 
mocrt  gracious  ixod,  with  ray  whole  heart  do  I 
desire  to  seek  this  glory,  this  immortality.  I 
pnze  the  hopes  of  it  beyond  all  earthly  posse»- 
«ioas,  and  I  should  be  wretched  were  I  to  think 
I  should  forfeit  it. 

O  divme  Spirit,  how  greatly  do  I  at  this  time 
stand  in  need  of  thy  heavenly  consolations.  In 
times  of  the  greatest  distress,  they  have  been 
graciously  bestowed  :  O  that  I  could  now  expe- 
rience them !  divine  Spirit,  I  yield  my  mind  to 
thy  heavenly  guidance.  Of  myself,  I  can  neither 
think,  or  do  what  is  right ;  vouchsafe  to  guide 
me,  to  comfort  me.  Holy  and  adorable  Trinity ; 
one  God,  Almighty  and  everlasting,  have  compas- 
sion upon  me ;  let  me  feel  that  inward  sense  of 
Ay  divine  favour  that  will  refresh  my  troubled 
spirit.  How  numerous  are  my  pres^Eit  vexations  1 
but  thou  knowest  best,  O  Lord,  what  is  fitting 
for  me  to  bear  ^nd  to  do,  and  may  thy  blessed 
will  be  done  in  me  and  by  me !  I  will  strive  to 
cast  my  care  upon  thee,  my  God,  for  surely  thou 
carest  for  me.  Let  me  not  then  be  dismayed  in 
the  world,  as  the  disciple  of  Christ,  I  must  expect 
tribulation,  but  let  me  be  of  good  cheer,  the  Gap- 
tain  of  my  Salvation  has  overcome  the  world : 
let  me  fight  manfully  under  his  banner! 

My  son's  law-suit  is  still  undecided ;  1  am  re- 
solved to  avoid  immoderate  suniety  respecting 
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the  event,  and  to  rely  entirely  on  the  goodneH 
of  Providence  ;  I  have  numberless  blessings  tB 
possession,  it  is  my  duty  to  enjoy  them  with  t 
cheerful,  and  a  thankful  heart;  I  will  endeavour 
to  do  my  duty,  and  keep  my  eternal  inheritance 
continually  in  view,  and  then  I  hope  the  trifies 
of  the  world  will  not  disturb  me.  All  that  I  am 
anxious  for  is,  to  act  a  just  and  upright  part,  and 
to  preserve  my  good  name,  as  far  as  it  is  buiU 
upon  integrity  and  righteous  dealing. 

Most  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  great  An- 
tbor  of  viniversal  nature,  God  of  all  grace,  mercy, 
truth,  and  goodness,  whom  my  soul  adores  with  ' 
the  profoundest  veneration,  love  and  gratitude;  i 
vouchsafe  to  receive  with  favour,  for  my  dear  Re* 
deemer's  sake,  the  supplications  which  I  now 
presume  to  make  for  the  pardon  of  all  my  sins.  O 
most  gracious  God,  why  do  I  ever  commit  sin, 
when  the  sense  of  it  is  so  grievous  ?  Why  do  I 
not  constantly  serve  thee,  when  obedience  to  thy 
divine  commands  is  so  pleasant  in  the  act,  and 
in  the  recollection  ?  Alas !  my  nature  is  trail,  my 
infirmities  are  many,  and  the  tempter  is  ever 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  them ;  yet,  thanks  to 
thy  Divine  Grace,  through  the  Shepherd  of  my 
salvation,  1  do  not  greatly  fall.  No,  O  most 
gracious  Father,  I  am  mercifully  restrained,  as  I 
humbly  trust,  from  the  commission  of  deadly 
sins.  I  have  still  hopes  of  obtaining  hereafter, 
the  heavenly  inheritance  prepared  for  me,  as 
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thiM  adopted  child,  through  Jesusr  Christ  my 
Lord.  .  O  most  gracious  Father^  is  it  possible 
that  a  God  of  infinite  perfection  can  deign  to 
regiqrd  a  poor  sinner  like  me  as  his  child  ?  Yes, 
the  word  of  truth  has  spoken  it,  that  the  humble 
and  faithful  are  reckoned  as  thy  children ;  and 
thy  spirit  within,  my  heart  encourages  me  to  say 
Abba  Father !  O  most  merciful  Father,  I  desire 
thy  £aivour  abQve  all  things.     I  wish  I  could  live, 
so  as  to  promote  upon  earth  thy  honour  and 
glory ;  J  desire  to  contribute  towards  bringing 
others  to  know  and  serve  thee ;  I  love,  I  honour, 
I  venerate,  thy  goodness ;  I  place  my  confidence 
in  thee ;  I  desire,  to  do  thy  will,  to  learn  of  thee. 
O  that  I  could  in  all  things  approve  myself  the 
child  of  God !  worthy  of  this  honour,  I  can  never 
be,  but  through   the  merits  of  my  divine  Re- 
deemer ;  for  his  sake  accept  me,  most  gracious 
Father.     Great  Parent  of  the -universe  continue 
to  regard  me  with  favour  and  loving-kindness. 
Keep  me  and  mine  safe  under  thy  Almighty  pro- 
tection !  be  pleased  to  order  our  concerns,  both 
spiritual  and  temporal,  as  thy  wisdom  sees  good, 
and  I  will  not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  us ; 
thou  knowest  our  thoughts  long  before ;  and  wilt 
reward  as  thou  hast  promised  those  that  trust  in 
thee.     Keep  me  and  mine  from  covetous  selfish 
desires,  incline  and  enable  us  to  act  uprightly, 
that  our  hearts  may  not  reproach  us,  and  then  we 
may  have  confidence  towards  thee.  Vouchsafe  to. 
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me;  fiid  what  is  my  part?  Alas,  a  widow,  un* 
acquaiofed  with  the  ways  of  the  world,  ignorant 
of  legal  matters,  can  do  but  little  on  occasions 
like  these  which  now  occur., 
,  After  more  than  thirty  years'  residence  in  a 
house,  in  which  I  have  known  many  comfbilji, 
and  in  a  neighbourhood  where  I  have  endeavoured 
to  make  myself  respected^  I  am  likely  to  be 
obliged  to  seek  for  a  new  habitation ;  and  there 
is  not  one  within  so  short  a  distance  as  to  enable 
me  to  fiilfil  the  wishes  of  my  heart  by  attending 
to  the  schools.  Should  I  find  it  necessary  to 
change  my  abode,  the  schools  will,  I  fear,  un- 
avoidably decline.  I  shall  also  be  removed  tp  a 
distance,  from  some  of  my  children,  whose  so* 
ciety  would  comfort  my  declining  years. 

I  certainly  do  wish  to  remain  in  this  house,  if 
it  can  be  done  without  manifest  injury  to  the  pro- 
prietor; but  my  heavenly  inheritance  is  the  great 
object  of  my  desire,  and  I  hope,  I  shall  not  forfeit 
that,  for  the  sake  of  any  thing  this  earth  contains : 
yet  it  is  a  goodly  world !  and  I  admire  its  beau- 
ties more  than  ever;  but  these  beauties  are  not 
confined  to  this  spot.  I  can  go  to  no  place  where 
I  may  not  find  objects  of  contemplation  and  de- 
light. What  wUl  it  signify  a  few  short  years 
hence,  where  I  have  had  my  habitation  in  this 
world  ?  so  that  I  possess  thy  favour,  O  most  gra- 
deus  Father,  why  should  I  be  solicitous  about 
earthly  things  ?    Were  my  own  happiness  alone 
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concerned,  1  think  it  would  be  a  matter  of  indif-. 
ference  to  me  on  what  spot  of  earth  I  6xed  my 
abode;  but  my  employments  and  connections 
give  a  preference  to  my  present  habitation,  I  do, 
therefore,  most  humbly  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  of 
thy  goodness,  to  keep  me  here,  if  it  be  cousistait 
with  the  allotments  of  thy  Providence. 

June  7.  My  dear  son's  affair  is  still  in  a  very 
precarious  state,  and  I  fear,  he  will  be  obliged  to 
engage  in  a  law-suit:  but  1  have  the  very  great 
satisfaction  of  seeing  him  proceed  with  prudence 
and  uprightness;  and  I  have  the  strongest  assu- 
rance that  he  will  finally  succeed  in  establishing 
his  claims;  for  my  own  part,  I  trust,  my  mind  is  ' 
in  a  proper  state  respecting  this  matter ;  my  first 
and  most  anxious  desire  is  that  I,  and  those  be- 
longing to  me,  should  so  conduct  ourselves,  as  to 
have  God  on  our  side,  and  to  escape  the  reproaches 
of  our  own  consciences.  I  also  most  fervently 
wish,  that  those  whose  interest  is  involved  with 
ours,  may  pursue  an  upright  course,  and  that  we 
may  all  act  only  as  self-defence  requires,  and  en- 
tertain no  sentiments  of  enmity.  As  far  as  human 
infirmity  permits,  I  resolve  to  hold  fast  my  inte- 
grity, and  not  to  let  it  go,  and  to  conduct  myself 
in  such  amanner,  that  my  heart  shall  not  reproach 
me  so  long  as  I  live.      —     —     —     —     —    — 

Most  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  the  Creator,  Governor  and  Preserver  of 
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all  things;  I  magnify  thee  ^th  mjr  whole  hearty  I 
acknowledge  thy  power,  wisdonii  goodness  and 
mercy,  I  confess  myself  unworthy  of  the  least  of 
all  thy  favours;  I  acknowledge  myself  to  be  a 
miserable  sinner;  but  I  look  up  to  thee,  gracious 
Father,  with  the  confidence  of  hope,  that  thou 
wilt  pardon  my  manifold  offences  for  the  sake  of 
my  blessed  Redeemer,  in  whose  merits  and  inter- 
cession alone,  I  place  my  hopes.  I  trust,  that 
thou  still  regardest  me  as  thine  adopted  child  in 
Christ  Jesus,  and  that  thou  beholdest  me  with 
tender-  pity  and  loving-kindness.  Whence,  but 
from  thy  goodness  can  proceed,  the  sweet  peace 
and  serenity,  I  at  this  time  feel  in  the  midst  of 
vexations,  which  would  fill  me  with  the  greatest 
alarm,  had  I  not  confidence  in  thy  Almighty  pro-, 
tection.  Yes,  O  most  gracious  Father!  I  have 
the  utmost  confidence  in  thy  good  Providence,  I 
humbly  trust,  thou  wilt  in  thine  own  good  time 
deliver  us  out  of  all  our  troubles.  I  know  that  it 
is  by  means  of  tribulations,  that  thou  dost  edu- 
cate thy  children  for  Heaven!  were  all  to  go 
smoothly  here,  the  eternal  inheritance  would  be 
forgotten.  O  let  this  never  be  the  case  with  us ! 
let  us  strive  to  lay  up  treasure  in  Heaven.  O 
most  merciful  Father,  I  do  above  all  things  desire 
heavenly  treasures.  <  Continue  to  me  and  my  dear- 
children,  I  most  earnestly  beseech  thee  thy  hea- 
venly grace !  incline  us  to  all  good ;  restrain  us 
from  all. evil! 
June  16.    I  am  once  more  cast  down  and  de- 
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mind  was  tranqiuUised  very  soon  after;  I  have 
enjoyed  much  inward  peace;  I  have  been  able  to 
pursue  my  work  with  a  quiet  mind ;  nay,  with 
joy  and  satisfaction.     The  only  draw-back  to  it 
has  been  the  weakn^s  of  my  eyes ;  tiiat  is  really 
alarming,  but  I  hope  it  will  pease  God  to  spare 
them  to  me.    My  son's  a&irs  are  still  in  a  state 
of  uncertainty,  but  I  hope  a  little  time  will  disen-* 
tangle  them ;  some  spiritual  benefits,  I  am  per- 
suaded  will  arise  from  the  vexation  he  meets  with; 
and  I  humUy  trust,  that  divine  Providence  will 
protect  and  guide  him.    For  my  part  I  still  con* 
tinue  most  anxiously  solicitous  to  act  a  just  and 
upright  part,  and  to  have  all  who  belong  to  me  do 
the  same.    —    —   —    —    —    —    —    — 

O  most  gracious  Father !  I  am  willing  to  hope 
that  the  peace  of  mind  I  enjoy  in  the  midst  of 
these  perplexities  is  an  earnest  of  thy  favour.  I 
am  inclined  to  cherish  tbe  hope  that  the  senti- 
ments, I  feel,  whenever  a  fresh  attack  is  made  by 
our  adversary,  proceed  from  thy  fatherly  good- 
ness !  how  comforting,  how  cheering,  are  they  to 
my  soul  i  but  I  am  fearful  of  being  presumptuous. 
Yet,  O  most  gracious  Father !  my  hopes  are,  as  I 
trust,  accompanied  by  humility.  I  know  my  own 
unwortbiness,  and  I  ascribe  all  to  thy  infinite 
goodness  through  Christ  Jesus,  my  Saviour.  Yes, 
divine  Redeemer,  to  thy  merits,  to  thy  interces- 
sion, I  feel  myself  indebted  for  the  blessings  and 
the  comforts,  which  are  so  abundantly  showered 
upoa  me,  by  the  greatest  of  Beh^s,  to  whom,  un« 
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less  invited  by  liis  grace  and  mercy,  I  should  not 
dare  even  to  look  up ! 

We  are  involved  in  a  very  disagreeable  affair ; ' 
but  for  my  part  I  am  at  this  time  remarkably  easy, 
trusting  in  the  protection  of  divine  Providence. 
Hitherto,  I  think,  I  have  not  had  any  wishes  re- 
specting this  business,  but  what  are  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  commandments  of  God.  1  covet 
no  one's  property ;  I  wish  not  to  deprive  ony  one 
of  his  just  rights;  I  would  not  do  a  real  injury  to 
my  worst  enemy.  I  therefore,  can  with  humble 
confidence  commit  the  cause  to  God,  so  far  as  it 
concerns  myaelf,  and  I  hope,  all  who  are  engaged 
on  our  side,  entertain  the  same  sentiments ;  why- 
then  should  we  fear?  Spiritual  blessings  we  may 
be  sure  of  receiving  while  we  do  our  duty;  and 
there  is  a  recompence  for  the  righteous  in  a  bet- 
ter world.  How  little,  how  insignificant  do  the 
greatest  earthly  treasures  and  possessions  appear, 
when  placed  in  comparison  with  an  eternal  inhe- 
ritance. For  my  part  1  am  resolved  to  seek  those 
things  that  are  above.  To  seek  in  the  first  place, 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteousness;  to 
build  my  house  upon  the  rock  of  ages;  then  let 
the  winds  blow,  and  the  storm  arise,  I  must  be 
safe  under  the  protection  of  the  Almighty !  at  pre- 
sent I  enjoy  the  best  of  all  blessings,  the  peace 
of  God. 

O  most  great  and  merciful  Father!  how  abun- 
dant are  thy  mercies  to  me,  thy  unworthy  servant! 
I  thank  thee  with  an  unfeigned  heart  for  all  tby 
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•goodness  and  loving-kindness^  for  the  comforta- 
ble hope,  which  I  at  this  time  feel>  that  thou  wilt 
forgive  my  transgressions  for  my  dear  Redeemer's 
sake. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  I  humbly  beseech  thee 
-to  continue  to  me  during  the  remainder  of  my 
pilgrimage  on  earth,  thy  Almighty  protection. 
Extend  it  also  to  all  my  dear  children.  O  Lord, 
vouchsafe  to  watch  over  them,  and  keep  them 
back  from  evil ;  lead  them  by  thy  Spirit  into  all 
good.  Let  nothing  tempt  them  to  forget  their 
.heavenly  inheritance :  O  let  them  not  over  value 
the  trifles  of  this  life.  Lord,  I  am  desirous  that 
all  the  temporal  blessings  we  enjoy  should  come 
to  us  by  such  means,  that  we  may  be  led  to  see 
that  they  are  thy  gifts.  I  am  content  to  gather 
up  the  manna  from  day  to  day,  omer  by  omer : 
I  trust,  if  there  is  nothing  over,  there  will  be  no 
lack.  O  Lord,  I  desire  to  please  thee  in  all 
things ;  to  bring  up  my  family  to  please  thee ;  to 
teach  the  young  and  ignorant  to  know  thee ;  to 
honour  their  Saviour,  and  obey  his  Gospel.  O 
that  I  could  do  these  things  effectually ;  the  spirit 
;is  willing,  but  the  flesh  is  weak ;  Lord,  I  presume 
to  implore  thee  to  give  a  happy  deliverance  to 
the  wife  of  my  dear  son ;  if  it  be  thy  blessed  will, 
make  her  and  her  husband  the  happy  parents  of 
a  hopeful  child,  and  give  me  cause  to  rejoice  in 
my  children's  children. 

Divine  Saviour,  adorable  Jesus,  my  Master, 
my  Lord,  and  my  God,  continue  to  thy  weak, 
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O  diyine  Saviour^  I  have  a  most  fervent  desire 
to  be  instrumental  to  the  propagation  of  thy  Gos- 
pel on  earth,  but  I  am  sore  let  and  hindered.  Now 
that  my  health  is  equal  to  the  delightful  task,  my 
eye-sight  fails.  Son  of  David,  have  mercy  upon 
me !  thou,  who  hast  so  often  given  sight  to  the 
blind,  preserve  to  me,  I  beseech  thee,  the  use  of 
my  eyes !  let  me  not  be  condemned  to  darkness  I 
Lord,  in  thy  service  I  wish  to  employ  all  my  fa- 
culties, both  mental  and  bodily.  O  that  they 
may  be  graciously  spared  to  me,  so  that  while  I 
live  upon  earth  I  may  be  useful  to  my  fellow- 
creatures,  and  able  to  honour  thee,  my  divine 
Lord  and  Master.  O  divine  Saviour,  I  most  ear- 
nestly desire  to  follow  thy  blessed  example  in  all 
things  possible,  and  to  obey  all  the  precepts  of 
ihy  Gospel.  Have  mercy  upon  me,  have  mercy 
upon  me,  O  God  of  my  salvation. 

O  most  adorable  and  divine  Trinity !  heavenly 
Father !  divine  Son !  Holy  Ghost !  my  soul  is  de- 
voted to  thee.  Incomprehensible  Deity,  I  feel  more 
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than  human  language  can  express!  O  read  my 
heart !  accept  my  feeble  attempts  to  soar  above 
mortality !  most  gracious  God,  how  transportu^ 
the  thought  that  when  this  frail  life  is  ended,  I 
shall  enter  upon  an  eternal  existence  with  im- 
proved powers  and  enlarged  faculties,  capable  of 
comprehending  more  of  thy  wonderful  perfections, 
and  of  paying  thee  higher  adoration !  what  won- 
ders are  exhibited  even  in  this  world !  I  view  the 
works  of  creation  with  astonishment  and  delight, 
though  I  can  see  but  the  surfaces  of  things.  0 
Lord,  so  manifold  are  thy  glorious  works,  that  I 
doubt  not  they  will  furnish  contemplation  for  eter- 
nal ages !  O  God!  I  cannot  praise  thee  in  a  man- 
ner equal  even  to  my  sense  of  thy  perfection, 
and  what  is  the  highest  sense  which  a  worm  like  i 
me  can  form  of  an  infinite  and  all-perfect  Being?  I 
yet,  O  my  God,  vouchsafe,  I  beseech  thee,  to  ac- 
cept the  best  tribute  which  I  can  in  this  low  state 
offer  to  thee!  O  that  every  inteUigent  being 
would  each  in  his  respective  sphere  offer  thee 
praise !  that  thy  praises  might  resound  from,  every 
part  of  thy  boundless  creation. 

Adorable  and  divine  Saviour,  Son  of  God,  Re- 
deemer of  the  world,  I  honour  thee  even  as  I  ho- 
nour the  Father!  I  love  thee  with  gratitude  inex- 
pressible! what  should  I  have  been  without  thee  ! 
blessed  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee !  O 
.  that  I  could  pass  my  whole  time  while  on  earth 
in  thy  peculiar  service,  in  doing  the  will  of  my 
Father,  in  following  thy  blessed  example,  in  ea- 
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deavouring  to  propagate  thy  glorious  Gospel  t 
thanks,  thanks  a  thousand  and  a  thousand  times 
repeated  cannot  express  my  gratitude  to  thee,  di* 
vine  Lord !  for  what  thou  hast  done  and  suffered/ 
and  for  what  thou  hast  revealed!  without  thy 
Gospel,  should  I  have  known  of  my  heavenly  in-- 
heritance  ?  of  the  crown  of  glory  laid  up  for  the 
faithful  ?  blessed  Saviour,  I  will  continue  faithful 
till  death ;  O  that  I  may  receive  this  inestimable 
prize  from  thy  hands.  O  divine  Lord !  and  may 
I  really  hope,  sinner  as  I  am,  to  be  received  by 
thee  ?  yes,  such  is  my  hope,  for  such  is  thy  pro- 
mise to  those  who  love  thy  appearing ;  and  this, 
I  trust,  I  do ;  how  pleasing  to  my  awakened  soul 
will  be  the  trumpet  of  the  archangel!  O  Lord, 
washed  in  thy  precious  blood,  I  shall  not  be  afraid 
to  stand  before  thy  judgment- seat !  yet  let  me  not 
be  presumptuous ;  God  alone  knows  in  what  state 
I  may  die;  I  trust  I  shall  not  apostatize,  but 
temptations  are  numerous,  and  humanity  is  frail. 

0  Lord,  preserve  me  from  falling  off  from  thee. 
Knit  me  to  thee,  adorable  Saviour !  Divine  Spi- 
rit, through  whom  alone  sinners  can  be  sanctified, 

1  most  humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  thee  to 
cleanse  my  soul  from  whatever  pollution  it  may 
have  contracted.  O  divine  Spirit!  I  open  my 
heart  to  receive  thee ;  I  desire,  most  fervently  do 
I  desire,  to  be  guided  by  thy  heavenly  dictieities. 
Vouchsafe,  I  beseech  thee,  to  suggest  to  me  what 
I  ought  to  do  and  say,  and  I  will  follow  thy  hea- 
venly motions  I  if  left  to  myself  I  shall  inevitably 
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stray !  leave  me  not  to  myself,  most  gracious 
God,  for  my  spirit  is  weak  ! 

O  most  gracious  God,  X  desire  to  leave  all 
worldly  concerns  in  thy  hands,  and  to  acquiesce 
in  the  dispensations  of  thy  all-wise  Providence. 
1  know,  O  God,  that  thou  canst  over-rule  the 
passions  of  men,  as  easily  as  thou  canst  still  tl», 
ocean.  I  pray  thee  to  direct  us  by  thy  grace  and 
goodness  in  the  way  of  uprightness  and  holiness, 
and  to  keep  us  back  from  any  thing  that  is  con- 
trary to  thy  will  and  commandments.  Let  us  losa 
any  Ihhig,  and  every  thing,  rather  than  forfeit  thy 
divme  favour.  O  Lord,  hear  the  widow's  prayer, 
and  bless  her  fatherless  children. 

O,  my  beloved  husband,  I  have  had  some  ten- 
der painful  recollections  of  thee  of  late :  could  I 
see  thy  son  for  the  first  time  receive  his  new- 
bom  infant,  and  give  the  kiss  of  congratulation 
to  his  beloved  partner  on  her  safe  delivery,  with- 
out thinking  of  thy  tenderness  and  love  on  simi- 
lar occasions ;  forbid  it  gratitude,  that  1  should 
ever  forget  the  kiadness  with  which  thou  wast 
accustomed  to  cheer  me !  the  delight  with  which 
thou  didst  receive  every  additional  child !  O  my 
children,  may  you  also  remember  the  tenderness 
of  a  father  who  welcomed  you  into  existence  with 
delight,  though  he  knew  that  his  burden  of  care 
must  be  encreased!  O  my  beloved  children,  this 
dear  affectionate  husband,  this  tenderest  of  pa- 
rents, will  surely  be  restored  to  you  and  to  me! 
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we  shaUoat  always  be  sepaiated!  we  sludi  fioim 
again  a  happy  society ;  not  in  a  world  in  wi^h 
efiiences  must  needs  come ;  a  world  in  which  sor^ 
rows  must  assail  us ;  in  which  sinners  prevaili ;  in 
w&ich  cbprivations  abound:  but  in  the  realms  of 
bliss  i'  in  the  society  of  angels !  in  the  presence  oif 
God!    —--     —     _    —    _    —    ^    _ 

O  most  merciful  God^  what  an  alarming  pros* 
pect  have  we  had  of  dearth  and  insurrection !  but 
thou  hast  graciously  pceveoted  the  one,  by  in* 
eUning  tiie  affluent  to  practise  sel£<lenial^  in  or^ 
Am  to  feed  the  poor,  and  by  restraining  tiiie  spi^ 
sit  of  discontent  within  the  bounds  which  it  at- 
tempted to  pass  !  most  mighty  God !  vouchsafe 
to  preserve  for  o\ir  use  the  fruits  of  the  earth, 
which  now  promise  an  abundant  harvest,  and 
give  us  alU  both  rich  and  poor,  grace  to  be  thank>- 
ftil,  and  to  enjoy  with  moderatioa  what  thy 
bounty  bestows !  continue  to  go  forth  with  our 
fleets !  and  to  preserve  o\m  armies.  O  that  it 
may  soon  be  thy  good  pleasure  to  restore  peace 
1K>  all  nations !  Amen  !  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  I  do  most  sincerely  love 
and  adore  thy  infinite  perfections' :  I  consider  it 
a&  the  highest  privilege  I  can  enjoy  in  this  worid, 
and  even  in  the  next,  to  be  allowed  tOi  address; 
thee ;  to  come  to  thee  as  a  child  to  its  parent. 
How  amazing  the  condescension,  for  the  Author 
of  all  things,  the  Creator  of  perhaps  millions  of 
worlds,  to  stoop  to  a  creature  like  me  fa  poor 
weak  mortal!   O  most  gracious  Fatiler,  I  am 
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truly  seQBible  of  thy  goodness  towards  me ;  and 
I  long  and  desire  to  testify  my  gratitude  for  this 
inestimable  favour ;  but  what  can  I  do  ?  Thoa 
desirest  not  burnt  offerings,  else  would  I  give 
them  to  thee  ;  but  thou  delightest  not  in  the  bt 
of  rams,  or  of  bulls.  The  sacrifice  that  is  pleas- 
ing in  thy  sight  is  a  broken  and  a  contrite  heart. 

0  my  God,  I  do  most  heartily  lament  that  I  have 
so  often  offended  thee ;  and  I  do  most  earnestly 
desire  to  promote  thy  honour  and  glory  upon 
earth,  by  making  a  proper  use  of  the  faculties 
and  talents  which  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  be- 
stow upon  me.  I  love  thee,  O  God,  my  strength ; 

1  trust  in  thee ;  I  admire  thy  works ;  I  magnify- 
thce  with  ray  whole  heart.  I  wish  that  all  thy 
creatures  may  in  their  respective  spheres  shew 
forth  thy  glory.  I  long  to  behold  thy  Majesty  as  it 
is  displayed  in  heaven.  O  Lord,  I  will  set  thee  al- 
ways before  me,  that  I  may  ever  fear  to  offend 
thee.  But  perfect  love  casteth  out  fear.  O  my 
God,  I  feel  this  love ;  I  look  up  with  joyful  ex- 
pectation to  the  fulfilment  of  thy  promises  in 
Christ  Jesus.  O  divine  Saviour,  my  Lord,  my 
Master,  my  God !  the  only  Son  of  the  eternal 
Father !  Vouchsafe  to  hold  up  my  goings  in  thy 
paths,  that  my  footsteps  slip  not.  Set  a  watch, 
O  Lord,  before  my  lips,  and  keep  the  door  of 
my  mouth.  Preserve  me  from  sin  and  from 
folly. 

Aug.  9.     I  sit  down  to  my  accustomed  medi- 
tations with  a  weary  spirit ;  the  last  week  was  a 
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week  of  ^eat  exertion ;  I  fatigued  myself  beyond 
my  strength/ and  tonlay  I  have  fatigued  my- 
self again  in  the  schools :  yet  how  can  I  remit 
these  labours  where  so  many  stand  in  need  of  in- 
struction ;  I  must  not  suffer  this  little  flock  to  be 
scattered,  now  they  are  gathered  together ;  nor 
will  I  lose  one  of  them  if  I  can  help  it.     But  it  is 
very  disheartening  to  see  so  many  children  run- 
ning about  in  idleness  and  wickedness  in  spite  of 
the  pains  which  are  taken  to  reform  and  reclaim 
them :  however,   I  must  not  make  myself  un- 
happy about  that  which  I  cannot  help ;  but  I  am 
ready  to  say  with  the  Psalmist,  ''  my  eyes  gush 
out  with  water  because  men  keep  not  thy  law." 
O  how  dreadful  it  is  to  see  so  many  men  and 
women  walking  in  the  way  of  destruction,  and  so 
many  young  persons  of  both  sexes  led  astray  ! 
but  my  present  business  is  to  consider  my  own 
ways  and  not  to  censure  others.    How  comfort- 
able is  the  hope  which  may  be  entertained,  not 
only  by  me,  but  by  every  one  who  has  been  taken 
into  the  covenant  of  baptism,  of  being  a  child  of 
God ;  and  if  a  child  then  an  heir ;  an  heir  of  God, 
the  joint-heir  of  Christ !  and  where  is  my  herit- 
ance  ?  even  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father,  in  the 
regions  of  eternal  bliss  !  what  an  inestimable  pri- 
vilege is  this !  may  I  ever  value  it  as  I  ought  to 
do !  may  I  never  forfeit  it  by  disobedience  or  any 
wickedness!  —    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

Aug.  16.    A  very  short  time  is  left  me  this 
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evening  for  meditation,  but  my  heart  glows  wiih 
devout  affections.  O  most  gracious  Father,  I 
love,  I  adore,  I  venerate  thy  holy  name,  I  ho- 
nour thee  with  my  whole  heart.  1  know,  O  Lord, 
that  in  many  things  I  have  offended.  I  giiert 
that  I  have  done  so,  and  1  most  earnestly  bfr 
seech  thee  to  pardon  my  manifold  offences  for 
Jesus  Christ's  sake,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer. 
I  have  still  many  things  which  oppress  my  mind 
with  care.  O  tord,  I  beseech  thee,  if  it  be  thy 
good  pleasure,  to  relieve  me  from  these  cares  \ 

How  greatly  do  vice  and  profligacy  preraiJ ! 
how  shocking  it  is  to  see  the  sabbath  of  the  great  i 
Lord  and  Governor  of  the  universe  profaned  as  I 
have  seen  it  this  day.  It  grieves  me  to  the  heart 
that  so  many  of  my  feltow-creatures  are  so  lost  to 
a  sense  of  their  own  truest  felicity.  O  most  grv 
cious  Father,  I  beseech  thee  to  have  compassion 
upon  these  poor  ignorant  sinners,  and  to  btiog 
them  to  repentance.  O  most  merciful  Lord  and 
Saviour,  I  beseech  thee  to  have  compassion  upon 
our  little  flock  ;  awaken  them  by  thy  grace  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty,  and  give  efficacy  to  the  in- 
structions which  they  receive.  Bless,  O  Lord, 
all  the  children  of  the  poor ;  how  dear  are  they 
to  me  for  my  Redeemer's  sake !  roost  adorable 
Saviour,  thou  knowest  that  1  love  thee.  O  that 
I  could  constantly  act  as  becomes  thy  disciple. 
O  hold  up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,  that  my  foot- 
steps slip  not ! 
How  dear  to  me  is  my  own  home,  even  now 


471 

&at  the  head  of  the  household  is  taken  away  1 
but  it  pleased  God  that  tny  dear  husband  should 
be  removed  from  this  world ;  what  a  stroke  was 
that !  how  perfectly  do  I  remember  the  circum- 
stances of  that  fatal  night ;  but  never  are  they 
recalled  to  my  memory  unaccoihpanied  by  the 
Inost  fervent  gratitude  to  God  ;  how  kind,  ho^ 
good  was  my  heavenly  Father  at  that  season  bf 
distriess !  and  praised  be  his  holy  name  for  the  con- 
solations he  it  that  time  so  graciously  afforded 
tne  and  my  dear  childreUi  and  for  his  abilndaiil 
kindness  to  us  ever  since ;  never  did  I  know  per- 
fectly what  it  was  to  be  a  child  of  God,  till  thi 
greatest  affliction  was  sent  to  me.  I  will  not  noW 
think  of  the  world.  I  will  think  of  heaven.  O 
regions  of  eternal  bliss,  when  shall  I  enter  your 
blessed  abodes  ?  when  will  your  gates  of  pearl 
unfold  to  receivlB  me  ?  when  shall  I  see  the  throng 
of  God  ?  when  shall  I  behold  my  Saviour  ?  wheii 
shall  I  hear  the  songs  of  angels?  wh^n  shall 
I  meet  again  my  dear  lost  relations:  iny  hus- 
band, my  tenderest  of  earthly  friends,  my  chil-^ 
dren,  my  father,  my  mother,  my  brother,  my 
honoured  father-in-law.  0  rapture,  but  td  hope 
for  these  joys  ?  and  what  greater  may  be  in  store 
for  me !  if  ever  we  do  meet  again>  I  hope  we  Shall 
never  be  separated;  I  hope  our  heavenly  em- 
ployments will  be  the  same.  But  what  6an  I 
know  of  these  employments ;  I  know  What  I  hdve 
to  do  upon  earth,  and  I  Will  strive  to  do  it  accord- 
ing to  the  Will  of  illy  heavenly  Father.    I  hhre  a 
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glorious  reward  in  view ;  I  look  beyond  the  daik 
regions  of  the  grave  ;  I  will  be  faithful  till  death, 
God's  grace  assisting  me. 

Sept  13.  I  promised  myself  two  hours  of  re- 
collection and  meditation,  but  have  been  unex- 
pectedly broken  in  upon  by  friends,  and  one  hoor 
is  already  flown  away.  I  must  make  the  most 
of  what  remains. 

Since  last  I  sat  down  in  this  place  to  meditate 
and  search  my  heart,  I  have  taken  a  long  jour- 
ney, and  in  many  respects  a  very  pleasant  one  it 
has  been  to  me  ;  I  have  seen  friends  from  whom 
I  had  long  been  separated ;  1  have  met  with 
great  attentions,  and  my  eyes  have  been  feasted 
with  the  sight  of  the  most  glorious  harvest  that 
the  country  has  known  for  a  series  of  years.  1 
felt  unspeakable  satisfaction  in  viewing  the  abun- 
dance with  which  the  Almighty  Governor  has 
blessed  the  land. 

I  have  this  week  received  an  addition  to  my 
family  of  another  grandson  :  O  may  it  be  a  child 
of  God  from  its  birth. 

I  am  once  more  returned  in  safety  and  health 
to  my  own  house,  and  may  I  be  thankful  to  the 
great  Preserver,  whose  Providence  has  protected 
me  and  the  dear  child  who  accompanied  me  from 
all  perils  and  dangers.  O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  ac- 
cept my  thanksgivings  for  all  thy  late  mercies 
bestowed  upon  me  and  my  dear  daughter. 

Sept.  27.  Last  Sunday  I  was  absent  from 
home,  my  dear  little  grandson  was  received  into 
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the  congregation  of  Christ's  church ^  and 

I  attended  the  ceremony,  which  was  performed 
with  all  due  solemnity.  I  made,  in  his  name  the 
baptismal  vow ;  the  sacrament  was  rightly  and 
duly  administered,  and  I  humbly  trust  the  divine 
benediction  accompanied  it.  I  hope  and  believe 
that  he  was  regenerated  and  adapted  as  the  chUd  of 
God,  and  that  he  became  a  member  of  Christ, 
and  entitled  through  the  all-suj£cient  merits  of  his 
Redeemer,  to  an  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  O  may  he  grow  up  in  the  nurture  and 
fear  of  the  Lord ;  may  he  attain  to  the  measure 
of  the  fulness  of  the  stature  of  Christ ! 
r  In  a  very  short  time  I  shall  attend  the  baptism 
of  another  grandson.  O  how  comfortable  a  thing 
it  is  to  see  successive  generations  added  to  the 
number  of  Christ's  church  on  earth.  How  de- 
lightful the  hope  of  seeing  a  numerous  progeny 
among  the  blest  inhabitants  of  heaven  ! 

I  have  been  to  the  schools  to-day,  and  hope  I 
have  given  some  useful  instruction.  I  will  labour 
with  unremitting  care  to  make  the  children  know 
their  Redeemer.  May  his  grace  accompany  my 
endeavours ! 

O  most  great  and  wonderful  Lord  God !  the 
Fountain  of  all  perfection,  the  Author  of  all  be- 
ing, the  Preserver  of  all  thy  boundless  creation, 
I  bow  down  my  soul  before  thee  with  reverence, 
adoration,  and  devotion,  acknowledging  my  own 
unworthiness  to  address  thy  divine  Majesty,  and 
thy  goodness  in  inviting  sinners  to  come  unto 


thee.  O  Lord  most  mighty,  how  oftea  have  I 
offended  against  thy  holy  laws,  yet  hast  thou  not 
cait  me  off!  no,  most  gracious  God!  the  repeau 
ant  sinner  thou  art  always  ready  to  receive,  and 
sttch  1  trust  I  am.  O  ray  God,  I  grieve  that  I 
should  ever  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  least  of 
thy  commandments,  and  I  will  strive,  thy  grace 
assisting  me,  to  keep  them  better  for  the  time  to 
come.  Vouchsafe  then,  O  gracious  and  merciful 
Lord,  to  pardon  al!  my  sins  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake,  in  whose  merits  alone  I  trust. 

Oct.  4.  This  morning  was  wet,  and  I  stayed 
from  church  and  from  the  schools ;  but  I  have 
been  readiug  over  some  of  my  former  meditations 
and  prayers  which  awakened  sentiments  of  devo- 
tion and  gratitude  in  my  heart  It  is  certainly 
true  that  my  life  is  in  many  respects  a  weary  pil- 
grimage. Cares  arc  sown  thick  in  my  path,  but 
thanks  to  Almighty  goodness,  numbers  of  them 
have  proved  causeless;  others  have  been  gra- 
ciously relieved,  and  some  have  been  turned  into 
so  many  blessings.  Of  real  misfortunes  I  have 
not  had  many  since  the  death  of  my  dear  hus- 
band, and  how  did  the  Almighty  graciously  en- 
able me  to  bear  the  heaviest  of  trials :  why,  then, 
should  I  ever  give  way  to  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions, as  I  am  still  too  apt  to  do,  upon  every  sha- 
dow of  disappointment.     —     —     —     —    — 

O  most  gracious  Father,  I  have,  as  a  widowed 
mother,  many  trials  to  encounter:  my  dear  chil- 
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idrea  «re  placed  in  vairiaiis  situattcms,  and  I  hMb 
in  consequence  many  ^icietied ;  but  tiranks  t(> 
thy  grace  and  providence^  I  fauml>ly  trust  these 
(dear  children  are  in  the  enjoyment  of  thy  favour 
and  protection.  O  Lord>  I  pray  thee  to  guard 
•aftd  defend  them.  Vouchsafe  to  inctine  the  minds 
ixHii  of  itbem  and  of  me  to  do  our  duty.  Lord, 
if  I  know  my  own  heart,  this  is  my  first  wish«  I 
am  greatly  ambitious  of  sharing  with  my  children, 
ami  with  my  late  dear  husband,  if  such  be  thy 
Messed  will,  an  heavenly  inheritance ;  what  are 
all  the  treasures  of  this  life  in  comparison  with 
cm  heavenly  inheritance?  O  Lord,  for  myself 
I  can  say  with  Jacob>  vouchsi^  buly  to  give  me 
food  to  eat,  and  raiment  to  put  on,  duringmy  pil^ 
grimage  on  earth,  and  I  wUl  be  content,  so  that 
I  may  be  permitted  to  go  to  my  Father's  houM 
in  peace.  O  heavenly  Father !  in  that  house  are 
many  mansions ;  may  I  find  one  prepared  for  me! 
and  may  all  who  are  near  and  dear  to  me  find 
each  of  them  one  also !  O  Almighty  Father,  I 
will  this  night,  thy  grace  assisting  me,  lie  down 
in  peace  and  take  my  rest,  trusting  in  thy  good^ 
ness.  Forsake  me  not,  O  God  of  my  salvation ! 
let  our  hearts  and  afiections  be  fixed  on  thee,  our 
God,  and  upon  heavenly  things.  I  praise  and 
bless  thy  holy  name  with  gratitude  and  thanks, 
for  all  thy  bounties  and  mercies  to  me  and  mine. 
O  blessed  Trinity,  I  worship,  I  adore  thee,  th6 
incomprehensible,  the  inefiable  Deity.  Glory  and 
bcmour,  and  praise,  and  thsmksgiving>  be  unto 
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the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  the  adorable  Redeemer 
for  ever  and  ever.    Amen  ! 

O  great  and  holy  God !  how  truly  delight^ 
is  the  expectation  of  heavenly  joys,  the  hope  of 
heavenly  treasures !  when  I  am  encouraged  by 
the  Scriptures  to  consider  myself  as  a  feilow-d- 
tizen  with  the  saiuts  in  light,  of  the  heavenly 
Jerusalem,  how  little  and  insigniticant  do  aU 
things  in  this  world  appear;  and  yet  it  is  a 
goodly  world  ;  sin  only  defiles  it,  and  makes  it" 
an  uncomfortable  abode,  in  which  the  wicked 
trouble  the  good,  and  even  the  best  contribute 
to  its  defilement.  How  pleasant  must  it  be  to 
live  for  eternal  ages  without  sin  !  how  comforta- 
ble to  be  delivered  from  the  sorrows,  the  difficul- 
ties, the  uneasinesses,  the  pains  of  mortality ! 
bow  ecstatic  to  mix  with  the  angelic  host,  and  bow 
down  before  thy  glorious  presence !  when  shall  I 
come  to  appear  before  thee,  my  God  ? 

O  Lord,  it  is  my  earnest  and  fer\-ent  desire  to 
be  a  good  mother ;  a  good  sister-in-law  ;  a  good 
mistress;  a  good  friend;  a  true  benefactress  to 
the  poor ;  to  be  in  all  points  a  truly  Christian 
woman.  O  what  a  glorious  title  is  that  of  a 
Christian !  what  an  unspeakable  prize,  what  an 
inestimable  treasure  is  held  out  to  the  hope  and 
expectation  of  the  true  Christian  !  may  this  prize, 
this  treasure  be  mine !  O  adorable  Saviour,  thou 
hast  taught  thy  disciples  to  lift  up  their  thoughts 
above  the  cares  and  vanities  of  this  transitory 
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life,  and  to  fix  their  hearts  upon  heavenly  riches. 
Lord,  I  do  this  most  sincerely.  I  lift  up  my  soul 
to  heaven ;  I  pant  after  its  joys ;  I  aspire  after 
its  treasures.  Let  not  my  hope  and  expectation 
be  cut  oflF  by  my  own  folly.  Save,  save  me, 
blessed  Lord,  give  me  an  interest  in  thy  precious 
blood.  Lord  Jesus,  divine  Saviour,  Son  of  God, 
thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee ;  thou  knowest  all 
hearts ;  thou  knowest  that  I  believe  in  thee ;  not 
a  circumstance  which  is  related  of  thee  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures  do  I  doubt  or  deny,  but  most 
firmly  believe.  O  that  my  faith  may  for  thy  sake 
be  reckoned  for  righteousness !  O  that  I  may  be 
justified  through  thy  merits  in  the  sight  of  my 
heavenly  Father,  when  I  rise  from  the  dead ! 
Adorable  Saviour,  I  am^  among  those  who  long 
for  thy  second  coming.  Sinner  as  I  am,  I  think 
I  shall  not  be  afraid  to  behold  thy  glorious  face ! 
no,  divine  Lord,  thou  wilt  not  despise  thine  hand- 
maid ;  thou  wilt,  I  humbly  trust,  acknowledge 
me  for  a  true  disciple  before  men  and  angels ; 
thou  wilt,  I  trust,  wipe  away  all  tears  from 
my  eyes,  and  admit  me  into  those  blessed  re- 
gions where  nothing  is  to  be  found  but  joy  and 
peace.  I  trust  thou  wilt  restore  to  me  those  dear 
friends  who  are  gone  before  me !  O  adorable  Sa- 
viour, what  can  I  render  unto  thee,  for  all  the 
benefits  I  have  received,  and  am  encouraged  to 
hope  for  through  thy  mediation?  Lord,  I  can 
offer  thee  nothing  but  my  poor  thanks;  but  I 
can  do  good  to  those  whom  thou  hast  appointed 


thy  substitutes  upon  earth,  the  poor  and  the  af- 
flicted ;  and  thy  grace  assisting  I  will  do  good  to 
Aem. 

Dec.  14.  This  morning  I  read  over  the  differ- 
ent heads  of  self-examination  in  the  New  Maaual 
of  Devotion,  previous  to  my  receiving  the  sacra- 
ment, and  my  conscience  returned  a  favourable 
answer  to  most  of  them.  I  hope  my  own  heart 
does  not  deceive  me ;  I  am  far  from  thinking  my- 
self free  from  sin ;  on  the  contrary,  I  know  that 
my  offences  and  transgressions  have  been  number- 
less ;  and  I  also  know,  that  in  those  matters  in 
which  my  conscience  acquits  me,  I  am  indebted 
entirely  to  the  grace  of  God ;  I  also  know,  that 
I  could  have  no  hopes  of  salvation,  if  my  Saviour 
had  not  made  atonement  Tor  me ;  but  I  feel  such 
inward  peace,  and  such  an  impulse  to  rejoice  in 
the  Lord  that  I  am  unwilling  to  part  with  this 
blessed  serenity.  It  is  the  appropriate  enjoyment 
of  the  Sabbath. 

1  this  day  went  to  the  table  of  the  Lord ;  and 
greatly  refreshed  has  my  soul  been  with  that  di- 
vine feast ;  I  communicated  with  my  fellow 
Christians  and  was  comforted. 

Most  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  how  wonderfiil  is  thy  goodness  to  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  men!  What  am  \,  that 
thou  shouldst  thus  bless  me  with  thy  favour  and 
loving  kindness  ?  Alas  !  in  myself  I  am  a  poor 
weak  erring  mortal,  I  have  often  offended  against 
thy  commandments.  But,  O  gracious  Father,  I 
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do  WMiA  fitmly  beUeve  ia  my  ^yiour,  thy  only 
l^goitM  Son,  and  I  tru^tthw  wilt  reckon  ny 
faith  as  righteousness.  O  merciful  God,  I  most 
humbly  and  earnestly  beseech  thee  to  pardon  all 
my  offences  for  J^sus  Christ's  sake,  and  enable 
me,  by  thy  grace,  to  avoid  the  repetition  of 
them. 

O  most  mighty  God,  Lord  of  the  Universe,  who 
settest  up  kings,  and  casteth  them  down  to  the 
ground,  in  whose  sight  nations  are  but  as  drops 
i&  a  bucket,  how  wonderful  art  thou,  O  Lord 
God  of  Hosts !  who  can  abide  thy  wrath  t  O 
most  mighty  and  merciful  God,  I  presume  to  im- 
plore thy  pity  and  compassion  for  this  sinful  land. 
Spare  us,  good  Lord,  spare  us  for  thy  mercy's 
sake,  and  let  not  our  eneinies  triumph  over  us. 
Vouchsafe  to  deliver  us  out  of  the  hands  both  of 
foreign  and  domestic  foes,  who  are  confederated 
to  destroy  our  church  and  state.  O  deliver  us 
from  the  dreadful  evil  of  famine,  and  give  thy 
blessing  upon  the  earth  which  now  contains  the 
seeds  of  the  next  harvest.  O  Lord,  receive  these 
my  humble  petitions  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

Dec.  20.  No  obstacle  at  this  time  prevents  my 
retiring  to  my  closet ;  I  have  shut  the  door,  and 
I  wish  to  pray  to  the  Father  who  seeth  in  secret. 
Before  I  presume  to  pray,  I  will  endeavour  to 
collect  my  thoughts.  Let  me  first  call  my  sins 
to  remembrance.  Alas!  this  is  a  business  in 
which  I  am  very  deficient  I  am  afraid,  on  the^ 
one  hsmd,  of  deceiving  myself  into  an  opinion^ 


that  this  difficulty  of  recollection,  this  peace  of 
conscience,  which  I  feel  at  this  time,  is  the  work 
of  divine  grace;  or,  on  the  other,  of  sHgfatii^ 
the  grace  of  God,  and  casting  away  the  blessing 
which  his    goodness  bestows  upon  rae.     Most 
gracious  and  merciful  Father,  my  heart  is  op«i 
to  thy  all-seeing  eye  ;  thou  knowest  the  desire  I 
have  to  call  my  sins  to  remembrance,  that  I  may   < 
confess  them  unto  thee.  O  if  there  be  any  unfbr- 
given,  vouchsafe  to  set  them  before  me.     I  know 
that  I  am  a  sinner,  and  that  every  day  of  my  life 
I  commit  offences  against  thy  holy  laws ;  but  thy 
grace  has  kept  me  back  from  those  great  offences, 
which    leave  a  lasting  sting  behind  them;  and  • 
encouraged   by   thy    gracious    promises   lo    the  ' 
humble  and  penitent,  I  approach  unto  thee  with 
a  quiet  mind,   full  of  hope  and  confidence  that 
my  sins  are  freely  forgiven  for  my  dear  Redeem- 
er's sake.      —     —     —     —    —    —    —    — 

Most  gracious  Father,  if  I  thought  I  was  under 
thy  displeasure,  1  should  be  ready  to  humble  my- 
self before  thee  in  sackcloth  and  ashes,  to  im- 
plore thy  pardon,  and  deprecate  thy  wrath.  But, 
O  Lord,  thou  dost  not  present  thyself  to  my 
mind,  armed  with  indignation,  dreadful  in  judg- 
ment, coming  to  take  vengeance  upon  me.  No, 
most  gracious  God,  1  feel  thy  fatherly  goodness 
as  a  child  encouraged  by  the  tenderest  of  parents. 
What  a  happiness  it  is  thus  to  be  sensible  of  thy 
Divine  favour !  While  I  rejoice  in  thy  goodness, 
let  me,  however,  never  forget  my  weakness  and 
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iofirmities.  Let  me  never  farget  that  I  owe  ^ 
the  comforts  I  enjoy  to  thy  indulgence,  not  to 
my  own  merit.  I  know  and  feel  that  I  am  at 
best  but  an  unprofitable  servant.  Most  gracious 
Father,  with  a  thankful  heart  I  bless  and  praise 
thy  holy  name  for  all  the  mercies  of  the  week 
past.  O  why  should  I  ever  be  afraid  that  any 
trouble  will  be  too  much  for  me!  every  one 
that  approaches  me  has  its  commission  :  when  it 
has  done  its  appointed  work,  it  will  be  called 
away. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  I  render  thee  humble 
thanks  for  the  hope  I  now  have,  that  the  children 
of  the  poor,  who  are  now  under  my  care,  will  re- 
turn to  their  duty.  I  most  humbly  beseech  thee 
to  incline  my  heart  still  to  their  improvement, 
notwithstanding  all  the  discouragements  I  meet 
with,  and  to  strengthen  me  to  do  whatever  may 
be  needful. 

O  merciful  God,  I  presume  to  pray  to  thee  in 
behalf  of  the  nation  to  which  I  belong.  Be 
pleased  in  thy  great  goodness  to  avert  the  impend- 
ing judgments.  O  deliver  us,  great  God  of  Hosts, 
from  the  evils  of  war,  and  save  us  from  the  mise- 
ries of  famine.  From  the  dreadful  effects  of  se- 
dition, conspiracy,  and  rebellion,  good  Lord,  de^ 
liver  us !  Most  gracious  and  merciful  Father, 
Lord  God  Almighty,  I  presume  to  offer  up  to  thy 
divine  Majesty,  the  humble  tribute  of  praise  and 
thanksgiving  for  all  thy  goodness  and  mercies 
beMowed  upon  me,  from  the  first  moment  of  my 
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existence  to  the  present  time.  O  Lord,  by  thy 
goodness  and  power  I  was  brought  out  of  no^ 
thing,  or  I  should  never  have  been  ;  by  thy 
goodness  and  power  I  have  been  sustained,  or  1 
should  long  ere  now  have  ceased  to  be.  O  most 
gracious  Father,  I  am  truly  sensible  of  thine 
abundant  mercy  and  goodness  towards  me,  and 
I  thank  thee  with  my  whole  heart  I  am  also 
sensible  that  I  am  undeserving  of  the  least  of  all 
thy  mercies ;  that  I  am  a  sinner,  and  have  do 
title  to  everlasting  life  but  through  the  merits  of 
my  blessed  Redeemer.  My  soul  praises  thee,  O  , 
gracious  Father,  for  thine  infinite  love  and  com- 
passion in  sending  thy  Son,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
to  bring  salvation  to  lost  mankind,  and  1  most 
humbly  beseech  thee  to  pardon  whatsoever  1  have 
done  amiss,  for  my  dear  Redeemer's  sake.  I 
beseech  thee  of  thy  great  goodness  to  continue 
to  me  that  peace  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing ;  and  to  afford  me  the  aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit, 
to  enable  me  to  serve  thee  better  for  the  time  to 
come.  Lord,  I  pray  thee  to  prospermy  endea- 
vours for  the  good  of  my  poor  neighbours.  I 
thank  thee  for  the  hopes  which  thou  hast  been 
pleased  to  afford  me,  that  the  children  under  my 
care  will  receive  benefit  from  my  instructions ; 
and  I  pray  thee  to  give  to  them  and  me  that  as- 
sistance which  is  wanted  for  their  instruction, 
that  I  may  be  ready  and  able  to  teach,  and  they 
as  willing  to  hear.  Give  thy  heavenly  grace  to 
every  one  of  my  family,  that  we  may  perform  our 
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duty  in  our  respective  relations,  and  please  thee, 
our  God  and  Father.  O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to 
have  compassion  upon  the  whole  nation  to  which 
I  belong ;  save  the  king,  and  preserve  the  people 
from  the  delusions  of  seditious  and  evil-minded 
men,  and  give  us  victory  over  our  enemies,  both 
open  and  secret.  O  Lord,  raise  up,  I  pray  thee, 
thy  great  power,  and  come  among  us,  and  with 
great  might  succour  us.  O  save  thy  Church,  pre- 
serve to  us  our  holy  religion,  and  let  not  Satan 
prevail  against  us.  Vouchsafe  to  incline  the 
hearts  of  all  who  have  ability  to  relieve  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  indigent,  and  enable  them  to  do  it 
with  judgment  and  effiqacy,  so  as  to  benefit  the 
souls  and  bodies  of  the  objects  of  their  bounty 
and  compassion.  O  Father  of  mercies,  receive 
these  my  imperfect  petitions  for  Jesus  Christ's 
sake.    Amen. 
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TO  MRS.  DENWARD'. 

Brtntfard,  Oct.  5.  1795. 

My  dear  Madam, 
Both  myself  and  family  do  most  sincerely 
sympathize  with  you  and  the  distressed  parent, 
in  your  affliction,  which  is  doubtless  very  great, 
and  so  sudden  a  shock  cannot  but  be  severely 
felt.  Indeed  it  is  necessary  at  first  to  give  way 
to  the  feelings  of  nature ;  they  cannot  be  resisted 
in  the  beginning  without  such  effects  as  niay  be 
hurtful  to  the  constitution ;  nor  does  God  reqaire, 
of  us  to  be  insensible  to  the  evils  we  meet  with. 
But  I  need  not  say  to  you,  I  am  sure,  that  it  is 
not  for  Christians  "to  sorrow  like  those  wiihout 
hope"  After  we  have  wept  for  the  dead,  we  must 
seek  comfort  for  ourselves ;  and  those  that  seek 
will  surely  find.  I  have  reason  to  say  so,  for  I 
have  experienced  Divine  consolatioo  under  some 
of  the  greatest  trials  humanity  is  exposed  to— 
the  loss  of  a  most  dear  husband  by  a  stroke  of 
Providence,  as  instantaneous  as  that  which  put 
an  end  to  the  mortal  existence  of  your  beloved 
child ;  which  misfortune  fell  upon  me  before  I  had 
overcome  the  death  of  a  most  promising  and  ami- 

*  The  little  boy  nho  is  the  subject  of  this  letter,  was  unibr- 
tunately  thrown  from  his  hone  and  killed  on  the  qwi — be  was 
of  a  most  angelic  turn  of  mind  and  great  sensibility,  and  e<iua]ly 
the  comfort  of  his  widowed  mother,  and  of  his  venenble  aunt 
Mrs.  Den  ward. 
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able  son.  But,  I  resigned  ray  soul  to  the  Divine 
will,  not  doubting  but  that  all  things  are  ordered 
for  the  best  by  unerring  wisdom.  I  prayed  ear- 
nestly and  frequently  for  Divine  aid,  and  it  was 
graciously  and  abundantly  granted  me.  I  do  not 
doubt,  my  dear  Madam,  but  that  you  and  your 
afflicted  friend  fly  to  the  same  source,  and  I  am 
persuaded  you  will  soon  be  strengthened  to  sus- 
tain the  burden  of  your  griefs,  and  to  rejoice  in 
the  midst  of  affliction; — and  is  there  not  in  reality 
«ause  to  rejoice  even  now,  for  the  dear  deceased  at 
least?  Only  consider  the  wonderful  difference 
betwixt  the  world  he  has  left,  and  that  to  which 
he  is  removed.  Think  of  the  dift'erence  betwixt 
a  life  of  certain  cares,  and  probable  sickness  and 
sorrow,  and  a  life  of  ever-blooming  youth  and 
endless  felicity!  You  know,  my  dear  Madam, 
that  death  is  not  annihilation. — No,  it  is  the  gate 
of  immortality— i)iG  Jordan  which  must  be  passed 
before  any  mortal  can  arrive  at  the  heavenly  Ca- 
naan ;  before  any  child  of  God  can  be  put  in  pos- 
session of  his  eternal  inheritance;  before  he  can 
obtain  the  crown  of  glory  ;  before  he  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  presence  of  his  God  and  Saviour. 
Endeavour  then,  I  earnestly  entreat  you,  to  ba- 
nish from  your  mind  the  melancholy  idea  of  a 
mangled  corpse,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  coro- 
ner ;  and  cherish  in  its  room  the  delightful  idea 
of  an  innocent  soul  springing  from  its  tabernacle 
,of  earth,  and  conducted  by  angels  to  the  mansions 
bliss.    When  the  corpse  lay  in  the  state  above- 


mentioned,  it  no  longer  constituted  a  part  of  your 
dear  child,  and  even  the  body  itself  was  past  ail 
sense  of  pain.  Why  then  should  it  be  an  object 
of  lamentation?  But  it  may  be  said,  that  an  in- 
stant before  the  dear  child  was  living,  and  hasten- 
ing with  delight  to  those  friends  who  he  knew  , 
would  welcome  him  with  joy.  Very  true ;  bol 
was  he  not  an  instant  after  delivered  from  mor- 
tality, and  hastening,  as  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose, with  delight  unspeakable,  to  the  presence 
of  his  heavenly  Father,  whose  arms  of  everlasting 
mercy  were  open  to  receive  him  ?  But  his  poor 
afflicted  mother  is  deprived  of  her  greatest  earthly 
comfort — She  may  then  look  up  with  the  confi- 
dence of  hope  to  the  God  of  Heaven  for  comfort, 
far  beyond  any  that  mortals  can  bestow.  She  ex- 
pected, from  his  promising  virtues,  that  he  would 
be  the  stay  of  her  age,  the  solace  of  her  widow- 
hood.— But  are  not  there  promises  in  Scripture, 
that  to  all  whom  God  sees  fit  to  afflict,  he  will  be 
himself  the  sure  friend.  Depend  upon  it,  the 
widow  who  trusts  in  God  will  never  be  forsaken. 
This  darling  child  might  have  laid  such  hold  of 
her  affection,  as  to  have  taken  her  thoughts  from 
heavenly  things.  A  great  temptation  is  certainly 
taken  away  by  his  death.  She  may  now  safely 
indulge  the  hope  of  being  happy  with  him — happy 
for  eternal  ages.  A  few  short  years  of  human 
life  will  soon  pass  away.  All  beyond  the  grave 
is  bright  and  inviting  to  those  who  love  God ;  to 
those  who  love  Christ,  and  wish  for  his  appear- 
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ing.  I  beg  your  pardon  my  dear  Madam,  for 
thus  obtruding  my  advice  upon  you,  who  think 
so  justly  and  so  piously  upon  all  occasions ;  but 
the  best  of  Christians  are  apt  to  faint  when  sud- 
den afflictions  come  upon  them  ;  and  it  is  the  of- 
fice of  friendship  to  soothe  them.  I  wish  you 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  come  to  us.  We 
could  not  think  it  any  trouble  to  contribute  all  in 
our  power  to  your  consolation.  I  hope  you  will 
excuse  the  liberty  I  have  taken  of  requesting  a 
friend  of  mine  to  visit  you  in  your  present  abode* 
in  order  to  enforce  my  request.     Her  name  is 

.     She  is,  I  believe,  going  to  Liverpool 

this  week.  You  will  find  her  a  charming  wo- 
man ;  her  mind  replete  with  piety  and  good  sense; 
she  has  been  tried  in  the  furnace  of  affliction,  and 
has  conducted  herself  in  the  most  exemplary 
manner  in  some  of  the  most  critical  situations. 
I  am  sure  you  would  be  delighted  with  her  if  you 
knew  her  virtues.     I  hope  I  was  not  too  late  in 

my  application  to  Mrs.  H ,  for  it  would  give 

me  particular  satisfaction  to  hear  of  you  and  Mrs. 
G— —  from  somebody  who  had  seen  and  con- 
versed with  you. 

^   Believe  me,  dear  Madam, 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  friend, 

S.  T- — . 
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Jan.  1.  It  has  pleased  God  in  his  infinite  good- 
ness and  mercy  to  bring  me  to  the  beginning  of  a 
new  year,  and  I  desire  to  begin  it  with  praise  and 
thanksgiving,  my  heart  at  this  moment  glowa 
with  gratitude  unfeigned,  but  that  my  thanks- 
giving may  be  the  more  fervent,  let  me  meditate  on 
the  mercies  which  I  have  received  in  the  course 
of  the  last  year.  O  what  an  impracticable  task 
would  it  be  to  attempt  to  call  to  remembrance 
the  ten  thousandth  part  of  them !  they  have  been 
more  numerous  than  the  moments  which  mea- 
sured time;  nay,  every  moment  has  had,  with 
respect  to  myself,  numberless  blessings  attached 
to  it;  and  I  reckon  myself  a  sharer  in  those  be- 
stowed upon  my  family  ;  nay,  by  divine  contem- 
plation, I  have  made  myself  in  some  degree  a 
sharer  with  those  dear  friends  who  1  trust  are 
now  in  the  enjoyment  of  heavenly  blessings,  and 
I  have  been  a  sharer  also  with  such  of  my  fellow- 
mortals  to  whom  it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to 
make  me  the  instrument  of  good.     Some  cares 
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and  anxieties  I  have  undoubtedly  experienced^ 
but  they  have  been  made  to  produce  to  me  the 
blessed  fruits  of  that  peace  which  passeth  all  un- 
derstanding. Every  circumstance  which  occa- 
sioned me  uneasiness,  now  it  is  passed  and  gone, 
appears  to  me  in  the  light  of  a  blessing :  the  Lord 
has  chastened  and  corrected  me,  but  he  has  not 
given  me  over  unto  death.  O  Almighty  God, 
Father  of  all  mercies,  with  a  truly  thankful  heart 
I  acknowledge  thy  great  goodness  to  me  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  and  I  bless  and  praise  thy 
name  for  all  thy  mercies  bestowed  upon  me  and 
my  dear  family.  Thou  hast  been  truly  gracious 
to  us ;  thou  hast  truly  been  to  us  the  father  of 
the  fatherless,  and  the  husband  of  the  widow  | 
how  can  I  express  my  gratitude  for  thy  unbound- 
ed, thine  unmerited  goodness.  O  most  gracious 
Father,  I  acknowledge  thee  to  be  the  greatest 
and  the  best  of  beings ;  I  honour,  I  adore,  I  wor- 
ship thee,  as  my  Creat6r,  my  Governor,  my  God  I 
and  I  love  thee  as  my  Almighty  Father,  my  most 
bountiful  Benefactor !  may  thy  goodness  ever  be 
extended  to  me,  for  without  it  I  cannot  exist  a 
moment.  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  all  I  am  and 
have  comes  from  thee,  and  still  depends  upon 
thee.  I  humbly  commit  to  thy  fatherly  care 
and  protection  myself  and  my  whole  family;  be 
pleased  to  give  us  in  the  year  which  is  now  be- 
gun, whatever  thou  seest  best  for  us,  and  in  thy 
great  goodness  preserve  us  from  all  our  enemies 
both  spiritual  and  temporal.    O  most  gracious 
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Father,  continue  to  look  with  kindness  on  every 
one  of  my  dear  children ;  let  them  not  fee!  the 
\vant  of  that  dear  parent  whom  thou  didst  see  fit 
to  remove  from  this  mortal  state,  and  grant  that 
I,  their  widowed  mother,  may  in  all  things  do  my  i 
duty  towards  them.     Vouchsafe  to  maintain  thatJ 
brotherly  love  which  happily    subsists   among  ] 
my  children,  and  incline  every  one  of  them  tO'j 
help  the  others  as  occasions  may  require.    0'. 
Lord  God.  I  pray  to  thee  also  for  those  who  are . 
become  as  children  to  me  by  marrying  my  chil- 
dren; may  they  discharge  their  duty,  and  shara  i 
thy  favour;  and  I  pray  likewise  for  their  tend&f  ' 
offspring.      Be  pleased  to  keep  all  these  dear 
babes  under  thy  protection,  and  sow  in  their  in* 
fant  minds  the  seeds  of  goodness.     Lord,  they  | 
have  been  devoted  to  thee  in  holy  baptism,    O 
keep  them  as  thy  adopted  children  within  the 
fold  of  Christ's  flock,  and  give  them  grace  that 
they  may,  as  their  reason  expands,  be  ready  to 
receive  that  instruction  which  I   trust  their  pa- 
rents will  give  them. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  1  once  more  most  so- 
lemnly devote  myself  to  thy  service.  1  once 
more  resolve  to  lead  a  holy  and  religious  life, 
making  thy  commandments  the  rule  of  my  actions. 
I  resolve  to  do  my  duty  in  every  relation  of  life 
with  a  regard  to  thy  favour ;  and  to  keep  my  hea- 
venly inheritance  continually  in  view;  but,  alas, 
how  weak  are  my  resolves !  whether  I  shall 
be  able  to  keep  them  or  not  depends  entirely 
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on  thy  grace.  I  know  that  I  am  a  poor  weak  er« 
ring  mortal,  but  as  thou  hast  been  pleased  to  put 
into  my  mind  good  desires,  I  humbly  trust  thou 
wilt  bring  the  same  to  good  eflfect.  I  earnestly  be- 
seech thee  to  grant  me,  fresh  and  large  supplies 
of  divine  grace. 

Adorable  Saviour,  Son  of  God!  with  the  re- 
turning year  I  desire  to  renew  my  homage  to  thee ! 
I  acknowledge  thee  to  be  my  Lord  and  my  God, 
and  I  look  for  salvation  through  thee^  and  thee 
alone.  I  regard  thee  as  my  divine  Master,  and  I 
will  strive  to  do  as  thou  hast  commanded^  and  to 
follow  thy  blessed  example ;  but  this  I  cannot  do 
of  myself.  O  help  me  by  thy  grace.  O  divine 
and  eternal  Spirit,  who  proceedest  from  the  Fa- 
ther and  the  Son,  I  acknowledge  thee  as  the  Sanc- 
tifier  and  the  Comforter,  and  I  yield  my  mind  to 
thy  heavenly  guidance.  Vouchsafe  to  purify  and 
sanctify  my  heart,  and  to  fill  it  with  heavenly  de- 
sires! 

To  the  adorable  Trinity,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Ghost,  be  ascribed  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end!    Amen. 

Jan.  9.  O  what  a  wonderful  Being  is  God  f 
and  how  his  perfections  rise  in  estimation  as  we 
examine  his  works!  how  wonderful  is  his  good- 
ness, how  infinite  his  wisdom,  how  unbounded 
his  power!  how  incomprehensible  the  divine  na- 
ture of  the  triune  God !  what  a  blessed  privilege 
it  is  to  be  allowed  to  look  up  to  the  supreme  Be- 
ing as  a  Father ;  to  contemplate  the  Son  of  God, 
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as  the  kindest  of  friends :  if  such  he  the  bliss  of 
sinful  mortals,  what  must  be  the  enjoyment  of  an- 
gels? I  look  forward  with  hope  of  knowing  bj 
happy  experience  what  this  bliss  is ;  I  am  truly 
desirous  of  heavenly  bliss,  and  I  trust  I  shall  here- 
after enjoy  it.  I  will  adore  the  God  who  bestowi 
these  hopes,  and  who  alone  can  realize  them. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  I  render  thee  humble 
thanks  for  the  peaceof  mind  thou  hast  been  pleased 
in  thy  great  goodness  to  vouchsafe  me,  and  I  most 
earnestly  implore  a  continuance  of  it.  I  pray 
thee  bestow  thy  blessing  upon  all  my  dear  chil- 
dren, and  teach  them  by  thy  good  Spirit  to  bear 
all  the  trials  and  disappointments  of  this  mortal 
life  with  patience  and  serenity.  Teach  them  to 
moderate  their  desires  after  worldly  things,  aod  I 
keep  them  back  from  whatever  may  take  off  their 
attention  from  the  one  thing  needful.  O  Lord,  I 
most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  extend  thy  blessing 
to  all  my  dear  grandchildren,  and  grant  that  as 
they  grow  in  years  they  may  grow  in  grace. 

Jan.  17.  On  this  day  I  entered  into  the  56tk 
year  of  ray  age ;  what  a  length  of  time  does  it  ap- 
pear to  look  forward  to,  and  how  short  when  it  is 
passed !  How  few  of  my  fellow-mortals  attain  to 
the  years  of  my  life;  how  many  thousands  that 
were  born  since  I  was,  have  ere  this  mouldered 
to  dust  again !  in  the  course  of  these  years  I  have 
experienced  numberless  mercies,  and  I  have 
known  the  different  vicissitudes  of  health  and 
sickness,  of  affliction  and  joy. 
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With  respect  to  my  constitution,  though  I  am 
subject  to  many  little  disorders^  which  at  times 
make  me  feel  uncomfortable,  I  have  known  but 
very  little  of  the  pains  of  acute  diseases,  and  upon 
the  whole  have  cause  to  be  thankful  for  good 
health ;  and  whenever  it  has  pleased  God  to  af- 
flict me  with  sickness,  I  have  had  every  means  of 
relief,  and  every  comfort  I  could  possibly  desire; 
and  God  has  graciously  endued  me  with  patience 
and  resignation,  and  sanctified  my  sickness  to  my 
souVs  good.  Indeed  I  have  been  but  very  sel- 
dom confined  to  a  sick-bed,  but  when  I  encreased 
my  family ;  and  under  the  pains  of  child-birth  I 
was  always  supported  by  divine  goodness^  and  re- 
warded by  being  made  a  joyful  mother  of  a  hope- 
ful child.  Twelve  times  has  this  mercy  been  be- 
stowed upon  me,  and  twelve  times  have  I  received 
the  kind  congratulations  of  the  tenderest  of  hus- 
bands on  the  addition  of  what  he  always  regarded 
in  the  light  of  a  blessing.  The  pains  of  child- 
birth have  been  moreover  amply  rewarded  by 
the  delight  which  I  experienced  in  seeing  my 
dear  family  grow  up  in  the  nurture  of  the  Lord, 
and  as  I  humbly  trust,  in  favour  with  God  and 
man.  With  regard  to  those  evils  which  affect  the 
mind,  I  certainly  have  known  some  very  heavy 
ones :  the  loss  of  dear  and  kind  relations,  particu- 
larly of  three  children,  and  of  a  husband  such  as 
falls  to  the  lot  but  of  few  women;  but  under  each 
of  these  afflictions  I  was  supported  by  the  good<- 
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nessofGod;  his  tender  mercies  were  displayed 
towanls  me,  and  I  wae  enabled  to  rejoice  in  his 
loving-kindness  in  the  depth  of  woe  :  other  afflic- 
tions I  have  sustained  in  consequence  of  the  cares 
and  disappointments  incident  to  human  affairs; 
these  I  have  greatly  added  to  by  my  apprehen- 
sions: just  as  the  dreaded  evil  was  expected  to 
arrive,  it  was  either  averted,  or  by  the  goodoen 
of  God  turned  into  a  blessing. 

Such  has  been  the  general  course  of  my  pil- 
grimage during  the  period  of  more  than  half  a 
century ;  what  ample  cause  then  have  I  to  be 
thankful !  I  cannot  expect  to  live  so  many  more  | 
years,  nor  does  it  appear  to  me  desirable  to  live 
half  the  number,  for  I  fear  infirmities  will  come 
upon  me  long  before  that  time,  which  will  render 
my  life  then  but  labour  and  sorrow  :  however,  1 
will  be  careful  to  live  well,  during  the  remainder 
of  my  days,  be  the  allotment  of  them  few  or 
many.  I  will  not  think  of  fixing  my  tabernacle 
upon  earth,  but  will  look  forward  to  my  heavenly 
inheritance.  How  can  I  effectually  secure  tlusT 
only  by  faith,  obedience,  and  repentance.  My 
faith  I  trust  is  firm  and  lively,  but  my  obedi- 
ence must  have  been  very  defective. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  with  a  full  sense  of 
my  own  transgressions,  a  hearty  sorrow  for  sin, 
and  an  unfeigned  repentance,  I  presume  to  im- 
plore thy  forgiveness  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  ! 
beseech  thee  to  pardon  me,  and  grant  me  the  as- 
sistance of  thy  Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  me  to  do 
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my  duty  for  the  time  to  come.  O  Lord,  I  pray 
thee  to  enable  me  to  govern  my  thoughts  and 
desires,  that  I  may  not  entertain  any  that  are 
contrary  to  thy  holy  will  and  commandments.  I 
pray  thee  most  heartily  to  keep  me  back  from 
sin,  and  to  lead  me  in  the  way  of  righteousness. 

0  heavenly  Father,  Lord  God  Almighty,  I  fear 
to  offend  thee ;  I  love,  I  reverence,  I  adore  thee ; 

1  worship  thee ;  I  honour  thee  with  my  whole 
heart.  O  divine  Son  of  God,  my  blessed  Saviour 
and  Redeemer,  I  desire  to  approve  myself  thy 
true  and  faithful  disciple.  Lord,  I  pray  thee, 
grant  me  grace  to  be  what  one  professing  thy  holy 
religion  ought  to  be,  in  all  goodness  and  charity. 
Enable  me  to  keep  my  hopes  and  affections  fixed 
upon  heavenly  things.  O  divine  Spirit,  vouchsafe 
once  more  to  purify  my  heart  fi*om  the  pollution 
it  has  contracted  :  renew  me  unto  righteousness 
and  purity.  Adorable  Trinity,  I  beseech  thee  to 
receive  my  prayers,  and  grant  that  as  I  have  en- 
tered upon  another  year  of  my  mortal  existence, 
I  may  begin  and  finish  it  agreeably  to  thy  divine 
will  and  commandments. 

O  most  gracious  God,  I  humbly  and  heartily 
thank  thee  for  the  numberless  blessings  and  mer- 
cies which  thou  hast  bestowed  upon  me  from  my 
birth  to  the  present  hour,  and  I  beseech  thee  to 
extend  thy  favour  to  me  not  only  for  the  remain- 
der of  this  short  life,  but  through  the  endless  ages 
of  eternity.    —    —    —    _._— *    —    — 
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Jan.  30.  By  the  death  of  my  dear  sister-in-Uw 
I  am  placed  in  a  new  situation  :  I  have  a  new 
character  to  support,  that  of  a  faithful  executruu 
There  is  not  indeed  much  for  me  to  do  ;  but  [ 
will  strive  to  do  that  little  well.  In  the  first 
place,  I  resolve  to  be  very  scrupulously  true  to 
the  oath  I  am  to  take.  I  will  also  make  a  point 
of  doing  honour  to  the  deceased,  and  I  -will  act 
to  the  best  of  my  power  towards  all  with  whom 
I  shall  be  concerned  in  the  management  of  these 
affairs,  as  I  think  she  would  have  directed  her 
executrix  to  act.  1  will  also  have  a  regard  to  the 
honour  of  my  dear  husband,  whose  representa- 
tive I  am  in  the  business,  by  acting  as  I  think  he 
would  have  done ;  hitherto  I  have  proceeded  j 
upon  these  principles ;  I  have  as  yet  nothing  to 
reproach  myself  with  in  this  matter.    —    —    —  i 

One  more  resolution  I  make  in  respect  to  my 
executorship,  that  I  will  not  contend  for  my  ri^t 
beyond  the  bounds  of  equity :  I  will  sooner  sub- 
mit to  a  loss  than  disappoint  the  reasonable  ex- 
pectations of  a  number  of  persons.  Having  made 
these  resolutions  with  a  sincere  intention  of  abid- 
ing by  them,  1  will  now  address  my  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, and  pray  for  grace  to  fulfil  them.      — ■     — 

Feb.  7.  Most  gracious  and  merciful  God,  my 
heart  is  open  to  thine  all-seeing  eye.  O  that  it 
were  fit  for  the  inspection  of  an  all-perfect  Beii^! 
but  at  the  infinite  distance  which  I  am  fiwm  thee, 
the  Author  of  all  perfection,  this  cannot  be,  after 
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it  has  been  defiled  as  it  often  and  repeatedly  hair 
been  by  sin!  O  my  God,  I  do  most  truly  abhor 
sin,  and  grieve  that  I  have  committed  it ;  but  I 
can  never  make  myself  any  other  than  a  sinner ; 
yet  I  will  not  grieve  and  afflict  myself  beyond 
measure;  I  will  comfort  myself  by  the  divine 
promises;  I  will  flee  to  the  cross  of  Christ; 
though  I  have  no  merits  of  my  own  to  plead,  I 
have  through  thine  infinite  mercy  an  interest^  in 
those  of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world,  who  died 
for  me  and  all  mankind.  O  Lord  God  Almighty^ 
I  pray  thee  for  Christ's  sake  to  pardon  all  my 
sins,  and  give  me  a  comfortable  sense  of  thy  di- 
vine favour.  Most  gracious  God,  it  is  my  fervent 
desire  to  please  and  obey  thee,  and  my  serious 
intention  to  endeavour  to  do  so ;  may  thy  good 
Spirit  help  my  infirmities !  —  —  —  —  — 
The  hour  is  just  arrived  for  my  instructing  my 
servants ;  that  duty  must  not  be  omitted.  The 
sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  must  be  de- 
ferred, for  my  heavenly  Father  prefers  mercy  to 
sacrifice.      —     —     —     —    —     —    —    — 

Most  gracious  and  merciful  Father,  great  God 
Almighty,  I  desire  to  close  this  holy  day  with 
supplication  and  thanksgiving.  O  my  God,  I 
hold  thy  commandments  in  the  highest  reve- 
rence; I  wish  to  make  them  the  rule  of  my  ac- 
tions: I  do  not  desire  to  see  abolished  one  iota 
or  tittle  of  them.  I  honour  thee  with  the  highest 
veneration  my  weak  nature  is  capable  of.    It  is 
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to  me  a  great  grief  that  I  should  ever  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  thy  holy  will ;  and  I  look  for- 
ward with  hope  to  the  improvement  of  my  na- 
ture ;  to  the  deliverance  from  the  infirmities  of 
the  flesh,  when  I  may  render  thee  better  service; 
the  service  of  angels. — And  may  I  aspire  to  such 
excellence  ?  yes,  poor  weak  sinful  mortal  as  I 
am,  \  may  aspire  to  this !  O  how  transporting 
to  the  soul  is  this  hope !  O  Lord,  with  my  whole 
heart  I  thank  thee  for  all  thy  goodness  bestowed 
upon  me  without  the  least  merit  on  my  part. 

O  Lord,  I  value  beyond  all  that  this  world  can 
give,  the  inheritance  which  is  prepared  for  thy 
faithful  servants.  O  Lord,  I  pray  thee,  keep  me 
by  thy  Holy  Spirit  in  the  way  of  righteousness, 
that  I  may  not  be  deprived  of  the  high  prize  of 
my  calling  :  rather  let  me  be  deprived  of  every 
worldly  possession;  rather  let  me  live  a  life  of 
indigence  in  this  world,  than  forfeit  heavenly 
riches !  if  it  be  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Father 
to  give  me  an  increase  of  the  things  of  this  world, 
may  he  give  me  moderation  therewith :  let  me 
not  set  my  heart  upon  them  should  they  be  be- 
stowed ! 

O  Lord,  I  grieve  that  any  thing  should  dnw 
my  attention  so  powerfully  to  worldly  concenu; 
but  in  my  widowed  state,  I  am  called  upon  to 
act  a  parent's  part  in  a  way  which  would  not  be 
necessary  had  I  a  husband  :  yet  I  must  not  be 
over-anxioua ;  I  am  unable  to  judge  for  myself 
what  is  the  right  path  to  pursue ;  this  only  I 
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knoW»  that  I  most  not  turn  either  to  the  right  or 
the  left  from  thy  commandments.    O  most  gra- 
cious God,  it  is  my  earnest  desire  in  the  midst  of 
perplexing  thoughts  to  do  my  duty,  and  to  se- 
cure my  eternal  inheritance,  let  what  will  be  sa- 
crificed in  this  world.     O  Lord,  I  pray  thee  to 
regulate  both  my  thoughts  and  my  actions,  that 
I  may  neither  think,  nor  do,  nor  say  any  thing 
that  shall  displease  thee.     O  most  merciful  Fa- 
ther, I  thank  thee  with  an  unfeigned  heart  for  all 
thy  goodness  to  me  and  my  dear  children ;  I  of- 
fer thee  my  tribute  of  gratitude  for  that  sweet 
peace  which  I  at  this  moment  enjoy ;  with  all 
humility  I  confess  that  I  am  unworthy  of  the 
least  of  all  thy  favours ;  yet  I  do  most  firmly  be- 
lieve that  thou  carest  for  me,  and  that  thou  dost 
regard  me  as  thy  adopted  child  for  the  sake  of 
Christ  Jesus  our  Lord :  instead  of  being  over 
anxious  about  worldly  affairs,  I  will,  according 
to  the  invitation  held  forth  in  Holy  Writ,  cast  my 
care  upon  thee.    I  will  do  what  I  think  is  proper 
for  me,  but  I  will  never  endeavour  to  do  it  with 
confidence  in  thy  good  promises,  and  resignation 
to  thy  will     O  Lord,  I  hope  it  is  not  contrary  to 
my  duty  to  desire,  with  respect  to  the  business 
in  dispute,  to  preserve  my  good  name,  but  that 
Shall  be  a  subordinate  consideration ;  to  gain  thy 
divine  approbation,  and  the  testimony  of  a  good 
conscience,   shall  be  my  first  object.     I   most 
earnestly  beseech  thee,  O  Lord,  to  guide  me  at 
*11  times  by  thy  Holy  Spirit  Every  day's  e^pe^ 
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rience  shews  me  more  and  more  how  much  I 
stand  in  need  of  it ;  with  respect  to  spiritDal 
things,  I  feel  myself  a  child,  an  infant;  by  my- 
self I  can  do  nothing.  O  lead  me  by  the  hand; 
cast  me  not  off,  my  God  and  Father ! 

O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  take  me  and  my 
family  under  thy  guidance  and  protection  ;  hide 
us  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  ;  plead  thou 
our  cause,  and  let  no  one  prevail  against  us  to  the 
injury  of  our  immortal  souls :  but  if  it  be  thy 
good  pleasure  for  the  sake  of  our  souis  to  disap- 
point our  expectations  with  respect  to  temporal 
things,  enable  us  to  submit  as  becomes  thy 
adopted  children  and  the  disciples  of  a  Re- 
deemer, who  as  man  was  made  perfect  by  suffer- 
ings ;  yes,  divine  Redeemer,  great  and  unequal- 
led were  the  trials,  the  mortifications,  the  injuries 
thou  wast  called  upon  to  sustain;  but  never 
didst  thou  give  way  to  murmuring  or  discontent : 
let  me  consider  how  much  better  I  am  off  with 
regard  to  the  accommodations  of  human  life,  than 
thou  wast,  who,  during  thy  painful  ministry  hadst 
not  where  to  lay  thy  liead,  O  let  me  not  lose 
sight  of  thy  divine  example  ;  let  me  not  refuse  to 
take  up  my  cross  willingly  and  follow  thee  !  di- 
vine Saviour,  I  offer  to  thee  with  all  humility, 
gratitude,  and  love,  the  homage  of  a  heart  de- 
voted to  thee  !  O  that  1  could  render  it  worthy  of 
thy  favour! 

March  6.  Once  more  am  I  retired  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holy  meditation  and  prayer;  my  sins  I 
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would  now  call  to  mind,  but  the  remembrance  of 
Aem  is  fled  from  me  ;  I  am  not  conscious  of  any 
wilful  deviation  from  the  divine  commands,  ex- 
cepting from  the  infirmities  of  my  nature,  these  I 
fear  I  shall  never  get  the  better  of  till  I  am  raised 
above  humanity.     I  have  this  week  received  the 
Sacrament  with  a  sick  person,  and  think  my  mind 
has  been  strengthened  since.     I  hope  I  do  not 
deceive  myself ;  I  resolve,  God's  grace  assisting 
me,  to  strive  to  do  my  duty  in  every  relation 
of  life ;  to  wean  my  thoughts  and  affections  as 
much  as  possible  from  the  world,  and  to  follow 
the  example  of  my  blessed  Lord  and  Master ;  and 
to  live  as  becomes  a  child  of  God,  a  member  of 
Christ,  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven.    And  now,  O  most  gracious  God,  having 
made  these  resolutions,  I  most  humbly  and  ear- 
nestly beseech  thee,  of  thy  great  goodness,  to 
grant  me  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  enable 
me  to  keep  them :  as  the  first  act  of  duty  towards 
thee,  my  Creator,  my  Governor,  my  Benefactor, 
I  pay  thee  the  willing  homage  of  a  heart  truly 
sensible  of  thy  infinite  goodness  and  perfection, 
and  my  own  littleness  and  unworthiness,  and  I 
most  humbly  beseech  thee  to  pardon  all  my  sins 
and  transgressions  against  thy  commandments. 
O  most  merciful  God,  I  know  that  thy  command- 
ments are  good,  and  that  in  keeping  of  them 
there  is  great  reward ;  and  thou  knowest,  great 
Searcher  of  hearts,  that  I  really  love  thy  law,  and 
delight  in  thy  word*    I  know  that  I  cannot  serve 
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Thee  aoil  serve  Mammon  also ;  my  choice  is  made 
and  fixed  ;  Ihee,  O  Lord  God,  will  1  serve,  and 
thee  will  1  obey.  O  grant  me  the  assistance  of 
thy  grace,  most  holy  God,  to  enable  me  to  sub- 
due all  inordinate  desires  after  the  trifles  of  thU 
life.  I  pray  and  beseech  thee  to  defend  me  and 
my  family  against  those  who  would  wrong  and 
oppress  us;  enable  us  to  act  towards  them  with 
uprightness,  integrity,  and  candour,  and  make 
them  to  act  towards  us  with  justice;  into  ihy 
hands  I  commit  my  cause,  the  cause  of  the  wi- 
dow and  the  fatherless.  O  Lord,  be  thou  our 
helper  and  deliverer.  • 

O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  prosper  my  endetTonn  ' 
for  the  instruction  of  my  servants,  and  bestow  Ihy 
grace,  I  beseech  thee,  on  him  who  has  this  night 
expressed  a  resolution  to  forsake  sin,  and  lead  a 
holy  life ;  may  he  be  firm  and  unshaken.  O  Lord, 
let  me  be  instrumental  to  the  turning  him  to 
righteousness,  and  O,  mercifully  grant  me  grace 
to  fultil  my  own  duty,  that  while  I  teach  others  1 
may  not  myself  be  a  cast-away.     —       —      — 

May  27.  O  Lord,  the  disappointments  I  meet 
with  from  the  world  serve  but  to  make  me  feel 
more  sensibly  my  dependance  upon  thee.  I  have 
been  taught  to  know  that  all  I  have  comes  from 
thee,  and  I  see  thy  hand  in  every  blessing  that  is 
bestowed,  and  thy  blessings  have  been  innumera- 
ble. How  is  their  value  enhanced  by  the  sense 
of  thy  fatherly  tenderness  and  compassion  ! 
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Dear  and  adorable  Saviour»  I  have  this  dajp 
approached  thy  holy  table ;  and  O  what  a  feast 
of  good  things  have  I  found  there !  my  Lord  and 
my  God,  my  beloved  Master,  how  sensibly  did 
I  feel  thy  kindness  and  compassion  to  Uke  thy 
unworthy  servant ;  thy  poor  weak  handmaid  !  O 
Lord,  I  cannot  express,  but  thou  canst  see  the 
unfeigned  gratitude  of  my  heart  towards  thee^ 
my  Saviour  and  Redeemer!  O  Lord,  thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee«  I  am  very  zealous  for 
thine  honour ;  and  I  trust  there  are  yet  many  in 
the  land  who  wish  most  earnestly  to  see  due  ho^ 
nour  paid  to  thee,  and  thy  Gospel  preached  to 
the  poor  in  its  genuine  purity.  O  that  thy  bless* 
ing  may  accompany  the  endeavours  of  all  who 
strive  to  promiote  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 
thy  holy  religion.  I  have  this  day  commemorated 
the  greatest  of  all  blessings  to  fallen  man ;  thy 
resurrection  from  the  grave,  on  which  alone  I 
build  my  hopes  of  a  resurrection  to  eternal  life 
and  happiness. 

April  3.  It  is  graciously  granted  me  to  see  the 
end  of  another  sabbath,  and  to  retire  to  my  c)6* 
set,  that  I  may  call  my  ways  to  remembranie ; 
but  nothing  at  present  rises  up  to  my  confiision ; 
all  is  peace  within ;  I  kiK>w  thait  I  am  a  sinner, 
but  I  know  also  that  God  is  merciful ;  that  he  sent 
his  Son  into  the  world  to  die  for  sinners ;  I  bebeve 
in  the  Son  of  God,  I  trust  in  his  mentis  and'  my 
soul  rests  in  divine  goodness.  O  most  gracious 
^nd  oi^reifu)  God,;  J  am  heartily  sorry  that  I 
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should  in  any  thing  offend  thee ;  presumptuously 
I  would  not  do  it,  for  I  love  thy  commandments, 
I  know  that  in  keeping  them  there  is  great  re- 
ward. O  Lord,  thou  knowest  ail  my  infirmities^ 
all  I  ask  is,  that  thou,  O  most  merciful  Father, 
wilt  be  pleased  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake  to  haTC 
compassion  upon  me,  and  order  all  things  for  my 
spiritual  interest. 

O  Almighty  God,  I  presume  to  sufiplicate 
thee  in  behalf  of  this  sinful  nation.  Pour  thy 
grace  abundantly,  O  Lord  most  holy  into  the 
minds  of  all  ranks  of  people,  and  awaken  them  to 
godliness.  O  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us! 
pitch  thy  tabernacle  in  the  midst  of  us,  and  may 
all  people  flock,  to  it !  go  forth  with  our  fleets  and 
armies,  and  let  not  a  proud  and  impious  enemy 
triumph  over  us.  Spare  thy  people,  good  Lord, 
and  bless  thine  inheritance  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

O  Almighty  Father,  eternal  and  most  glorious 
God,  with  a  heart  full  of  awe,  veneration,  love, 
and  gratitude,  I  now  presume  to  address  thee. 
How  unspeakable  is  the  privilege  of  being  per- 
mitted and  encouraged  to  draw  near  to  thee,  the 
fountain  of  all  perfection!  O  most  stupendous 
God,  I  know  that  the  distance  betwixt  thee  and 
me  is  infinite ;  thou  art  the  only  great  and  eternal 
One;  I  am  an  individual  among  a  numerous  race 
of  sinners ;  a  sinner  myself,  and  unworthy  of  the 
least  of  all  thy  mercies.  O  Lord,  when  I  think 
of  thy  greatness,  thy  glory,  thy  perfections,  I  am 
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in;  my  own  sight  as  nothing ;  and  never  could  I 
have  presumed  to  call  thee  Father,  had  I  not  been 
taught  and  encouraged  to  consider  thee  in  this 
condescending  light,  by  thy  own  Son,  my  adora- 
ble Saviour.     O  most  gracious  God,  I  feel  thy 
loving-kindness  most  sensibly,  and  my  heart  con- 
ceives those  thanksgivings  which  no  human  words 
can  express.     My  Father  I  my  heavenly  Father! 
mostm|fcifu1,  most  compassionate,  most  gracious 
God!  vouchsafe  to  receive  from  me  the  humble 
tribute  of  a  grateful  heart,  the  only  tribute  I  can 
offer  for  numberless  blessings  received  from  the 
first  moment  of  my  existence  during  the  revolu- 
tion of  more  than  half  a  century!     O  my  God, 
when  I  contemplate  thy  goodness  to  myself  only, 
I  am  lost  in  wonder  and  admiration ;  yet  I  am 
but  one,  among  myriads,  who  at  this  instant  are 
paitakers  of  thy  bounty.     How  infinite  must  that 
goodness  be  which  extends  from  age  to  age,  and 
which  will  be  constantly  exerting  itself  in  bound- 
less space ;  in  thousands  of  worlds  to  all  eternity ! 

0  my  Father,  my  Father,  God  of  my  life !  when 

1  view  with  attention  the  smallest  of  thy  works, 
I  see  the  visible  traces  of  infinite  wisdom  and 
power;  how  astonishing  must  that  power  and 
wisdom  be  which  could  design  and  create  a  uni- 
verse !  O  my  God !  the  perfection  of  thy  divine 
attributes  is  a  subject  too  great  and  high  for  mor- 
tal powers,  but  it  is  my  delight  to  trace  thee  ac- 
cording to  my  imperfect  capacity  in  the  works  of 
nature.    How  beautifully  hast  ^ou  adorned  the 
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r earth  of  which  I  am  now  an  inhabitant!  O  Lofd, 
how  wonderful  are  thy  works,  the  earth  is  full  of 
thy  goodness;  so  is  the  great  and  wide  sea  also, 
in  which  are  things  creeping  innumerable  both 
small  and  great.  When  I  consider  the  heavens 
the  work,  of  thy  hands,  the  moon  and  the  stara 
which  thou  hast  ordained,  I  say  with  the  Psalmist, 
Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  hint, 
or  the  son  of  man  that  thou  regardest  him?  O  my 
God,  with  these  sentiments  which  I  have  of  thee, 
why  do  I  ever  offend  thee?  O  that  I  could  at  all 
times  do  thy  holy  will!  but  my  nature  is  frail,  I 
am  a  poor  weak  mortal,  I  cannot  always  stand  ' 
upright.  Vouchsafe,  I  most  humbly  beseech  I 
thee,  to  pardon  all  my  sins,  for  the  sake  of  my  ' 
blessed  Saviour.  O  Lord,  and  heavenly  Father,  i 
blot  out,  I  implore  thee,  from  thy  book  all  my 
transgressions!  I  have,  I  trust,  this  day  been 
washed  anew  in  the  blood  of  my  dear  Redeemer, 
and  I  trust  I  have  in  me  that  spiritual  life  which 
Christ  alone  can  give;  view  me  not,  mercifal  Fa- 
ther, according  to  my  own  sinful  nature,  but  as  a 
member  of  Christ ;  own  me  as  thy  adopted  child! 
give  me  what  I  stand  in  need  of  in  this  life,  but 
above  all  the  help  of  thy  Holy  Spirit;  and  admit 
me  hereafter  to  thy  glorious  presence  in  heaven ! 
O  Lord  God,  my  soul  hath  a  longing  desire  to  be- 
hold thy  glory  in  heaven ;  to  see  my  Redeemer's 
face ;  to  join  the  society  of  angels!  1  long  for 
higher  powers,  that  I  may  perform  thy  will  bet- 
ter than  I  can  now  do  it     But  I  wiU  patiently 
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abide  till  thou  shalt  see  fit  to  call  me  hence.   But 
O,  while  I  dwell  on  earth,  vouchsafe  to  employ 
me  as  an  instrument  of  thy  good  Providence  to- 
wards my  fellow-creatures,     O  that  I  could  for 
ever  abstain  from  the  commission  of  evil.    Most 
gracious  Father,  thou  knowest  the  inmost  recesses 
of  my  heart;  if  there  is  any  way  of  wickednes9 
in  me,  cleanse  me,  I  beseech  thee,  by  thy  Holy 
Spirit,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting.     O 
Lord,  how  fully  have  I  experienced  the  truth  of 
thyxlivine  promises;  how  kindly,  how  graciously, 
how  tenderly  hast  thou  ordered  the  ways  of  thy 
Providence  towards  me  and  my  children ;  even 
in  thy  chastisements  I  discern  thy  loving  kind- 
ness both  to  them  and  me.     Praised  be  thy  holy 
name,  not  only  for  what  thou  hast  graciously 
given,  but  also  for  what  thou  hast  withheld.     O 
Lord,  there  is  nothing  but  goodness  in  the  severest 
of  thy  dispensations  towards  thy  servant:  do  with 
me  whatsoever  pleaseth  thee,  I  only  pray  for  the 
aid  of  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  strengthen  me  to  bear 
whatever  thou  seest  fit  to  inflict.     O  Lord  most 
boly,  I  pray  that  I  may  be  able  to  set  thee  ever 
before  me!    —    —    —    —    —    —    —      — 

I  lift  up  my  soul  to  the  abode  of  angels  for  an 
inheritance  among  them.  I  long  for  the  crown  of 
glory.  I  earnestly  desire  to  behold  my  God  and 
Saviour!  bow  wonderful  is  the  goodness  and  mer- 
cy irfGod;  how  far  beyond  all  praise  is  the  Cre- 
ator of  the  universe!  how  my  soul  honours,  loves. 


and  adores  the  Redeemer  of  a  lost  race !  what  te- 
licity  it  is  to  have  a  divine  Sanctifier ;  a  Holy 
Ghost  to  comfort  and  instruct  us  !  ray  soul  doth 
magnify  the  Lord,  and  my  spirit  has  greatly  re- 
joiced in  my  Saviour.  Innumerable  troubles  have 
come  upon  me,  but  my  sure  trust  is  in  the  mer- 
cies of  God ! 

Dear  departed  relatives,  husband,  father,  mo- 
ther, children,  I  hail  you!  unknown  celestial 
friends,  angels  of  heaven,  I  hail  you  '.  ye  multi- 
tudes of  just  men  made  perfect  to  whom  I  shall 
be  hereafter,  as  I  humbly  trust,  a  blessed  asso- 
ciate, I  hail  you  1  my  soul  looks  up  to  God  ;  it 
relies  on  the  promises  and  the  merits  of  a  cru- 
cified Redeemer.    —    —    —    — ■    —    —     — 

June  12.  I  once  more  address  myself  to  God 
from  this  blest  retirement ;  I  esteem  the  place 
blest  because  it  is  here  that  my  soul  holds  com- 
munion  with  God.  What  a  privilege  it  is  to  sin- 
ful mortals  to  bold  communion  with  the  most 
perfect  and  excellent  of  Beings !  what  a  privi- 
lege to  be  sensible  of  the  love  of  the  great  Father 
of  the  universe !  what  a  privilege  and  blessing  to 
receive  immediately  from  God  through  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world,  that  peace  which  passeth  all 
understanding!  while  I  think  of  this  my  soul 
rises  above  all  mortal  things,  it  cannot  stop  its 
aspirations  towards  the  fountmn  of  all  good.  0 
let  all  the  angelic  host  lift  up  their  voices  ia  praise 
to  our  common  Maker !   O  that  every  being  that 
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is  blessed  with  the  knowledge  of  God,  may  unite 
in  praising  and  adoring  him !  O  Lord,  thou  only 
art  great,  thou  only  art  good,  thou  only  art  al- 
mighty. Glory  be  to  thee  on  earth  and  in  the 
heaven  of  heavens ! 

Aug.  7.  O  most  gracious  God !  I  have  still 
many  things  to  care  for,  but  thanks  to  thy  good- 
ness and  tender  mercy,  my  soul  is  at  this  blest 
moment  free  from  care.  My  children  are,  as  I 
humbly  trust,  thy  children,  and  thou  wilt  do 
what  is  best  for  them.  Thou  wilt  not  leave  them ! 
thou  wilt  not  forsake  us,  most  gracious  Father. 
O  merciful  God,  I  humbly  commend  to  thee  my 
children  and  grandchildren  wheresoever  dis^ 
persed.    —    —    —    —    —    —    —    —    — 

Aug.  14.  The  heat  of  the  weather  rendered  me 
unfit  for  writing  this  afternoon ;  but  I  have  been 
reading  better  things  than  I  could  have  written  ; 
some  part  of  Bishop  Taylor's  work  on  holy  living 
and  dying,  which  I  hope  will  furnish  me  with 
good  thoughts,  and  strengthen  my  good  resolu- 
tions. It  is  my  earnest  desire  to  spend  my  time 
well,  and  I  humbly  trust  I  do  not  trifle  much  of 
it  away.  I  am  covetous  of  time,  I  grudge  that 
which  I  am  obliged  to  waste,  sometimes  from 
weariness,  sometimes  from  the  interruption  of 
company.  If  I  know  my  own  heart,  my  inten- 
tions are  in  general  pure,  but  perhaps  I  err  more 
frequently  than  I  am  aware  of;  I  will  keep  a 
strict  watch  over  myself. 
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]»efteet  how  often  httdt  thou  bj^  thy  Holy  Spiift' 
raised  my  thoughts  from  the  trifles  of  this  IMe, 
to  the  treasures  and  joys  of  the  life  to  come  1  O 
what  a  foretaste  dost  thou  afford  me  of  the  joys 
of  Heaven  in  the  peaceful  hours  which  I  pass  in 
this  retirement ;  and  in  the  delight  and  admilra- 
tion  with  which  I  view  the  works  of  thy  hands, 
and  contemplate  the  wonders  of  thy  love !  par« 
don,  pardon,  most  gracious  6od>  my  sins  of  in« 
firmity,  and  strengthen  me  to  serve  thee  better 
for  the  time  to  come ! 

I  know  that  in  the  virtue  of  patience,  I  am  still 
very  deficient  O  Lord,  thou  dost  perhaps  suffer 
these  vexations  to  fall  in  my  way  on  purpose  to 
exercise  my  patience,  and  when  that  end  is  an- 
swered, thou  wilt  remove  them.  Thy  will,  thy 
blessed  will,  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  be  done,  for 
that  I  know  is  right,  and  good,  and  holy.  All 
thy  commandments  are  just  and  right,  and  in 
keeping  of  them  there  is  great  reward. 

O  keep  me,  gracious  Father,  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  thee,  and  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
While  I  live  in  this  world  grant  me,  I  beseech 
thee,  the  means,  the  inclination,  and  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  good.  O  may  I  be  to  all  eter- 
nity, the  instrument  of  good  in  thy  hands !  take 
not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me,  help  my  infirmi- 
ties, receive  me  hereafter  to  glory.  All  this  I  ask 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake. 

Oct.  9.  I  was  particularly  uneasy  last  week  at 
the  illness  of  my  dear  son,  and  upon  reflecting  on 


513 

Hms  resolution,  and  keep  us  ever  in  the  way  ererr 
lasting! 

Most  gracious  God,  the  supreme  Dispofier  of 
all  events,  I  presume  to  implore  thee  in  jbi^mlf  of 
this  sinful  nation.  O  Lord,  withhold  t|^  impend- 
ing judgment^  be  pleased  to  turn  fway  the 
fierceness  of  thine  anger.  Vouchsafe  to  sheath  the 
sword  of  war,  and  give  peace  to  theimtiond.  Let 
not  those  who  are  now  equally  impious  with  the 
Heathens  of  old,  tread  down  thy  faithful  people. 
O  Lord,  vouchsafe  to  check  the  progress  of  infi- 
delity and  enthusiasm  among  us,  and  let  the  Gos- 
pel be  preached  in  its  utmost  purity.  Grant  to 
our  senators  wisdom,  and  bless  our  good  sove- 
reign with  nation^  and  domestic  comforts.  O 
Lord,  have  mercy  upon  us,  have  mercy  upon  us, 
for  Jesus  Christ's  sake ! 

P  what  is  there  in  this  vain  world  worth  setting 
ohe's  affections  upon.  Nothing  for  me  now,  but 
my  dear  children,  and  they  may  soon  be  snatched 
away  from  me,  or  I  from  them ;  I  will  not,  there- 
fore, lovQ  them  as  mortals  only,  but  as  beings 
who  arq  to  exist  with  me  in  a  future  state ;  not 
as  my  children  only,  but  as  fellow  citizens  of  the 
heaveiily  Jertfisalem.  Considered  in  this  light,  I 
think,  I  can  part  with  my  children,  as  I  was  en- 
abled to  part  with  those  who  are  gone  before  me, 
with  resignation  to  the  will  of  God ;  or  I  can  bid 
thein  farewell  with  the  hope  that  they  will  follow 
me  tQ  the  same  blessed  place,  if  it  should  please 
God  to  summon  me  away ;  how  delightful  it  is.  to 
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■  Saviour. 


■  Saviour.  O  divine  Lord,  adorable  Redeemer, 
vouchsafe  to  receive  this  tender  babe  into  thy 
flock.  O  Lord,  when  through  thy  meritorious 
suffering.  I  shall  be  raised  with  the  rest  of  hu- 
man kind  from  the  dead,  may  I  find  all  my  dear 
children,  and  my  children's  children  among  the 
blessed ! 

Dec.  25.  This  day  is  doubly  sanctified,  beinif 
at  once  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord,  and  the  anniver- 
sary of  my  Saviour's  birth.  I  wish  to  keep  it. with 
redoubled  solemnity.  I  would  on  this  holy  day 
call  all  my  sina  to  remembrance,  but  as  usual 
now  I  set  about  this  employment,  my  mind  is 
filled  with  that  peace,  which  passeth  all  under- 
standing. I  have  been  to  church  this  morning, 
it  was  an  unspeakable  pleasure  to  me  to  see  so 
many  of  my  household  at  the  Lord's  Table. 
O  that  the  congregation  in  general  did  but 
know  the  comfort  of  this  holy  institution,  that 
they  migh):  not  turn  their  backs  on  that  heavenly 
feast ! 

O  most  merciful  Father,  give,  I  humbly  be- 
seech thee,  to  me  and  all  my  family,  the  help  of 
thy  Holy  Spirit.  Let  every  individual  of  it  be 
constantly  attentive  to  the  happiness  of  all  the 
rest,  and  let  our  lives  here  be  in  this  respect,  a 
foretaste  of  the  happiness  of  Heaven,  where  aH 
is  harmony,  peace,  and  love.  And  now,  O  most 
merciful  Father,  I  offer  unto  thee,  the  tribute  of 
my  humble  thanksgivings  for  all  thy  goodness  to 
me,  but  particularly  for  lending  thine  ear  to  my 
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How  I  shall  love  (xod,  when  I  am  delivered  from 
the  infirmities  of  the  flesh,  and  have  no  worldly 
cares  to  depress  my  rising  soul  when  it  would 
«oar  on  the  wings  of  devotion  to  Heaven.  O  that 
I  could  praise  my  Maker  in  fit  strains  !  may  his 
praise  resound  from  the  highest  Heaven  to  dis- 
tant worlds!    —     —     —     —     —      —     — 

My  soul  is  greatly  amhitious  of  being  among 
the  fellowship  of  the  siaints  in  light ;  it  looks  for- 
ward to  an  eternal  inheritance ;  it  longs  for  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem  ;  it  will  not  fix  its  afiections 
on  earthly  riches,  which  cannot  satisfy  an  im- 
mortal spirit.  O  no,  it  will  not,  for  the  sake  of 
any  thing  this  world  can  give,  forego  the  hopes 
of  eternal  possessions  ;  O  what  a  world  is  this ! 
how  sad  it  is  to  see  the  numberless  acts  of  op- 
pression and  injustice,  which  are  practiced  in  it ; 
may  I  ever  detest  and  abhor  such  practices  !  may 
I  ever  act  as  becomes  the  adopted  child  of  God ; 
as  a  true  disciple  of  the  adorable,  the  divine  Sa- 
viour ! 

O  Lord  God  Almighty,  great  Author  of  the 
universe,  the  Creator,  the  Governor,  the  Pre- 
server of  thousands  of  worlds,  and  myriads  of 
living  creatures ;  I  adore,  I  praise,  I  magnify  thy 
glorious  name;  I  think  of  thee  in  the  highest 
manner  my  weak  faculties  will  admit  of,  and  I 
believe  thee  to  be  great  beyond  all  praises !  to 
be  infinitely  wise,  good,  merciful,  bountiful,  to  be 
all  perfection.     O  that  I  could  praise  thee  in 


TO  MRS.  BRUTTON. 

Brentford,  May  i,  1796. 

My  dearest  Friend, 

I  cannot  express  to  you  how  great  my  plea- 
j^mre  was,  at  receiving  so  long  a  letter  written  by 
lyour  own  hand.    I  am  sorry  you  have  had  such 
iinfiil  reasons  for  your  silence.    If  I  had  knoWn 
f  Mr.  Brutton's  illness,  I  should  have  felt  greatly. 
Ij^th  for  him  and  you;  nay,  I  should  have  felt 
■  Aver  again  what  I  have  suffered  on  similar  oc- 
isions.     But  to  me  those  sufferings  can  never  be 
*newed,  except  by  retrospection ;  and  may  di- 
ne mercy  henceforth  avert  them  from  i/ou .'  O 
fmy  dear  friend  what  a  train  of  tender  recollec- 
[tions  crowd  into  my  mind  at  this  instant  I  but 
■thanks  to  the  goodness  of  God  !  they  never  come 
'unaccompanied  by  those  comforts  and  consola- 
tions, which  his  holy  word  promises  to  l//e  widoio 
that  trusteth  in  him  :  the  truth  of  those  divine  pro- 
mises has  been  abundantly  experienced  by  me  ; 
and   for   ever   praised    be   his    Holy    Name   for 
keeping  alive  in  my  mind  the  constant  hopes  of 
being  reunited  to  the  late  dear  partner  of  all  my 
joys  and  sorrows,  and  of  passing  a  happy  eter- 
nity with  him  !  without  these  hopes,  1  fear,  I 
could  not  have  submitted,  with  perfect  resigna- 
tion, to  the  will  of  God,  to  the  loss  of  the  kindest 
l^f  husbands,  the  father  of  my  beloved  children! 
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'of  ray  early  days,  and  whose  steady  and  uninter- 
rupted friendship  is  still  my  pride  and  pleasure, 
notwithstanding  the  distance  of  our  respective 
abodes  prevents  our  personal  intercourse.  I 
wished,  my  dear  friend,  for  your  company  on 
some  occasions;  but  on  others  I  did  not  do  so, 
for  your  tenderness  would  have  been  painfully 
awakened  by  one  affecting  scene  of  which  I  was 
an  eye  witness.  Yet  it  would  have  afforded  you 
a  high  degree  of  satisfaction  at  the  same  time  ; 
as  it  did  me.   Many  years  had  passed  since  I  had 

seen  any  of- family,  but  on  being  told  that 

Mrs.  Ann  and  Mrs.  Margaret,  had  expressed  a 
great  desire  to  see  me  once  more,  I  went  imme- 
diately to  their  house  in  St.  Matthew's  Street, 

where  I  found  Mrs.  Ann on  her  death  bed, 

and  her  sister  preparing  her  own  mind  for  that 
fatal  stroke  which'  was  to  separate  them  from 
each  other  to  the  end  of  time.  This  melancholy 
event  took  place  whilst  I  was  at  Barham ;  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  that  the 
deceased  bore  her  sufferings,  which  had  for  a 
long  time  been  uncommonly  severe,  with  the  most 
exemplary  patience,  and  died  the  death  of  the 
righteous ;  and  that  her  surviving  friend  submits 
to  her  loss  with  the  most  perfect  resignation. 
When  I  made  my  visit  to  Mrs.  Ann ,  she 

I  was  supposed  to  be  at  the  point  of  death;  but 
the  lamp  of  life  appeared  to  rekindle  as  she  cast 
an  affectionate  look  upon  an  old  friend,  and 
poured  forth  blessings  upon  the  memory  of  my 
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■  The  foUowJDg  letters  were  addressed  to  a 
p  young  lady  who  had  been  brought  up  in  very 
genteel  life,  but  met  with  an  unexpected  reverse 
oC  fortune,  which  made  it  necessary  for  her  to 
turn  her  thoughts  to  the  education  of  young  la- 
dies. In  order  to  qualify  herself  for  this  employ- 
ment, she  requested  the  advice  of  Mrs.  Trimmer, 
and  after  six  months  passed  in  indefatigable  zeal 
and  industry  in  order  to  fit  her  for  the  honourable 
and  important  office,  she  entered  as  Governess  in 
a  private  family  residing  in  a  retired  village  in 
the  country.  As  she  had  several  pupils,  who  were 
nearly  grown  up,  and  was  diffident  of  her  own 
abilities,  she  frequeuUy  applied  to  Mrs.  Trimmer 
for  instructions  how  to  proceed.    The  first  letter 

to  Miss  Harriet ,  was  upon  an  occasion  of 

this  kind.  The  second  related  to  a  poor  woman 
of  the  village,  the  others  contain  opinions  upon 
different  subjects. 


TO  MISS  HARRIET 

^  My  dear  Harriet, 

F  1  am  very  sorry  yQU  have  been  k«pt  so  Ioq^ 
in  expectation  of  a  letter  from  me,  particularly  at 
a  time  when  you  wished  to  receive  it,  but  I  was 
absent  from  home  on  a  visit  to  my  son  J— — ,  and 
his  wife,  all  the  last  week;  and  ever  since  my  re- 
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adopted  children;  and  who  will  neve^r  withdraw 
his  protection  from  such  whilst  they  endeavour 
to  serve  him  truly  ;  as  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
do. 
You  have  indeed  an  arduous  task  allotted  you/ 

there  is  apparently  much  to  do ;  but  remember 
my  dear  Harriet,  that  in  the  business  of  educa- 
tion, as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  religious  principles, 
you  are  but  the  instifument  of  his  Providence  ;^ 
you  may  plant  and  water,  and  you  may  endeavour 
to  Moeed  the  soil ;  but  it  is  God  who  must  give  the 
encrease.  Make  it  therefore,  a  part  of  your  daily 
prayer  to  the  Almighty,  that  the  dear  children, 
who  have  been  adopted  by  him  through  Christ 
Jesus  at  their  baptism,  as  well  as  yourself,  may 
have  the  continuance  of  his  grace  and  heavenly 
benediction.  That  he  will  be  pleased  to  guide 
and  direct  you  in  the  forming  of  their  minds  to 
goodness,  and  that  he  will  bless  your  humble  en- 
deavours. And  having  done  this  proceed  with 
courage  and  confidence  in  God,  as  occasion 
and  circumstances  shall  require.  Not  that  I 
would  have  you  depend  upon  sudden  divine  im- 
pulses, for  this  would  be  enthusiasm ;  but  after 
having  prayed  for  divine  aid,  I  would  have  you 
make  use  of  your  own  reason,  and  you  may  then 
hope  to  be  led  on  in  the  right  way,  and  your  de- 
ficiencies supplied  both  to  yourself  and  your  pu- 
pils by  the  assisting  grace  of  God ;  or  if,  as  may 
be  the  case,  your  pupils  should  fail  of  being  all 
you  wish  them ;  take  comfort  in  the  rectitude  of 
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fieultti^bf  Other  fleoptei  yorti  af^  itiJ6oihMJbbIe  t^  <1I6 
g^eaft  Ooteftioi'  df  all  thiiigs.  Be  dsi  livd]^  as  fM 
ean  with  your  pupils,  and  endeavour  to  iiiake  tllti 
most  ithportant  things  appfeai'  in  atx  eiig&ging  ligM 
to  them.  Miss  S — —  will  grow  toidre  aiid  mbt^ 
Attached  to  yon,  I  dare  say,  for  in  such  a  retiri^^ 
ment,  she  must  want  a  young  friend  etnd  cbtt*^ 
panion.  I  am  glad  you  have  got  ioihe  poor  chfl^ 
drett  to  instruct.  Could  not  yon  draw  your  pptf-* 
pils  from  their  p'atch-wbrk,  to*  Making  b&by  things 
for  th€?  pfoor  ?  Adieu,  n^  dear  Harriet,  Grod  bfew, 
^nd  prosper  you. 

t*f uely  atfd  affectionately, 

YouPs, 

S.  'taiMMEili^ 

T6  THE  S A W6. 

tib,  6. 
My  dear  Harriet, 

I  did  not  receive  yoiir  letter  tSH  ye^ehfay 
evening,  and  I  fear  it  has  been  a  long  while 
coining  by  the  date ;  you  should  have  had  aniore 
iniinediate  answer  if  it  hsld  Arrived  in  due  time ; 
but  I  hope  you  have  been^abfe  to  decide  the  ca^ei 
of  conscience  to  which  it  i^ateii,  to  your  entii'ef 
satisfaction  before  this^  time^,  if  not,  I  shalf  b«f 
happy  to  contribute  to  your  ease  and  comfort. 

You  tell  me,  my  dear  Harriet,  that  this  poor 
.  unhappy  woman  appears  to  you  to  be  truly  peni- 
tent If  she  really  is  so,  she  is,  without  doubts 
worthy  to  receive  the  Sacrament,  and  will  b^  ac- 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Brentford,  April  9. 

My  dear  Harriet, 
Yesterday  I  despatched  the  last  page  of  my 
(Economy  of  Charity  to  the  printer,  and  I  have 
now  taken  out  with  a  design  to  answer,  the  bundle 
of  letters  with  which  I  have  been  favoured  by  my 
fHends,  while  I  have  been  so  intensely  occupied 
as  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  appearing  neg- 
lectful of  them,  which  I  assure  you  has  been  no 
small  mortification  to  me ;  for  I  do  not  like  to 
a|>pear  negligent,  or  ungrateful ;  but  those  who 
derate  their  services  in  any  way  to  the  pi^HCf 
are  6bliged  to  make  sacrifices  of  private  gratifi- 
cadon.  Now  I  have  finished  my  book,  I  begin 
to  be  seriously  apprehensive,  that  it  will  not  an- 
swer the  expectations  of  those  who  know  I'  have 
been  writing  it ;  or  please  die  taste  of  the  age. 
However,  it  is  well  intended,  and  I  hope  will  do 
some  good.  There  is  no  part  of  it  more  to  my 
own  satisfaction ;  nor  any  upon  which  I  form 
greater  hopes  of  the  efficacy  of  the  example,  than 
^at  concerning  %  set  of  i/oung  ladies  in  a  cerldm 
country  milage.    Indeed,  my  dear  Harriet,  how  T 

have  seen,  and  conversed  with  Miss  S ,  I  am 

prouder  of  j/ou  than  ever ;  yet  what  have  I  to  Be 
pToud  of  in  the  business  ?  Xi  was  your  own  zeal, 
and  your  own  good  sense  working  upon  my 
slight  hints  that  produced' such  good  effects. 


To  THE  SAME. 

Brma/ont,  April  n. 


I  have  mislaid  your  last  letter,  after  reading  it 
once  only,  just  as  I-  y/es  setting  off  for  London, 
but  I  Kcollect,  that  you  asked  whether  I  thought 
young  people  should  receive  the  Sacrament  o£ 
the  Lord's  Supper  immediately  after  comfirma- 
tioQ.  I  do  think  they  ought  to  do  so,  as  soon  as 
they  can,  while  -the  imprecsioD  of  the  former  so- 
lemn  rite  remains  on  their  mind ;  but  I  do  not 
advise  the  using  of  the  Weekly  Preparation,  as 
it  is  called  ;  I  should  rather  recommend  Bishop. 
Wilson's  Short  and  Piain  Introduction  to  the  better 
Uiuiersttmdtug  of  the  Lord^t  Supper,. 


TO  THE  SAME, 

jprf. , 

My  dear  Hairriet, 

.  We  keep  lookiug.for  you  every  day,  and  hope 
it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  see  you  here. 
I  cannot  express  to  you  the  great  pleasure  and 
satisfaction  with  which.  I .  read   your   note    to 

S ,  I  can  bear  witness  with  you,  my  deal 

Harriet,  that  the  sentioients  you  therein  express* 
are  the. genuine  dictates  of  tbe  Holy  Ghost.  .-£x< 
actly  such  was  what  I  myself  experienced  under 
the  grtat  afflictions  of  my  life,  at  times,  when 
u  m  2 


fi38 

lately  published  a  volume  of  Discourses  on  the 
connection  between  the  Old  and  New  Testament, 
and  the  Doctrine  of  Atonement,  which  I  admire 
very  much*  1  have  read  a  little  of  llr.  Scott's 
ifmtings.  He  is  a  good  maa,  and  a  ^ood  wHtelr, 
but  I  do  not  think  with  him  in  all  points ;  ntitket 
do  I  ahogether  approve  of  Lam' 9  Serious  Call;  it 
aims,  I  think,  at  a  degree  of  Christian  perfecttoil 
beyond  the  readi  of  human  beings  in  this  imper'^ 
feet  state.  But,  iny  detf  Madam^  let  me  beg  of 
you  to  read  some  of  the  works  of  our  okl  divines^ 
Jenkim  on  the  Christian  Rdigi^,  will,  I  thinks 
give  you  information  and  satis&ction.  Kettie^ 
well's  works  (especially  that  on  Christian  Otk^ 
dience)  are  exeeUeat  ^mt  giving  clear  and  decided 
ideas  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  that  church  in 
which  there  should  be  no  schism. 

I  have  lately  read  two  tracts,  which  to  me  are 
satisfactory.  The  one  is,  a  republication  of  an 
old  author,  Waterland  on  Regeneration,  the  other 
the  Trial  rfthe  Spirits,  by  Mr.  Daubeny,  I  think 
you  will  be  pleased  with  them.    —    -^    —  — 
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flowers  Blls  the  air  with  fragrance:  Of  the  de- 
light arising  to  the  senses  fi-om  this  fragrance, 
I  am,  however,  excluded ;  for  I  never  had,  to  my 
remembrance,  the  sense  of  stnelling :  but  I  can 
rejoice  with  those  who  have  it ;  as  you,  my 
dear  Madam,  participate  with  those  who  are 
still  permitted  to  view  the  beauties  of  nature. 
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for  these  most  comfortable  hopes !  •  O  may  tiiey 
cheer  me  while  I  pass  through  tiiis  vale  ot*  tears 
and  misery,  and  enable  me  to  overcome  the  sor* 
rows,  and  submit  to  the  vexations  and  mortifica* 
tions  of  this  mortal  state.  Blessed  Lord,  thou 
knowest  that  I  love  thee ;  continue  to  me,  I  b^ 
seech  thee,  the  blessing  promised  to  thy  disci-* 
pies.  O  grant  me  a  continuance  of  that  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding !  May  the  bless- 
ing  of  God  Almighty,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Ho}y 
Ghost,  be  with  me  and  mine  to  all  eternity  ! 


O  Lord,  I  ask  not  for  riches,  I  know  too  well 
the  decekfiilnesB  of  them ;  I  ask  not  for  pleasures 
such  as  this  world  can  give,  for  tiiey  have  no 
charms  for  me ;  let  me  but  view  thy  glorious  an4 
beautiftil  works,  and  live  hy  thy  commandments^ 
enjoying  thy  heavenly  favour,  and  let  the  triflers 
of  the  world  share  all  its  trifles  among  them.  O 
Lord,  I  cannot  but  desire  to  possess  thy  peace ; 
and,  thanks  to  thy  goodness,  often  is  this  most 
inestimable  blessing  granted  to  me. 

March  12.    —     —    —     —     —     —     — . 

Gracious  and  merciful  God,  I  love  and  honour 
thee  with  the  best  affections  of  my  heart;  I 
would  not  willingly  offend  tbee  myself  and  I 
grieve  when  I  see  thy  holy  commandments  vio- 
lated by  others.  O  how  grievous  it  is  to  see  thy 
holy  temples  forsaken  by  many,  thy  sabbaths 
broken,  human  creatures  in  a  state  of  Drobation. 
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tbinbing  ooly  of  worldly  pleasures  and  advan- 
tages, forgetful  of  thee,  and  of  their  latter  end ! 
O  most  gracious  God,  I  fear  that  these  tbiogs 
wili  bring  thy  judgments  upon  tbis  guilty  land. 
But  there  are  ntill  many  faithful  left.  May  it  be 
thy  good  pleasure  to  save  it  for  their  sakes!  O 
Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  spare  this  nation,  and  turn 
away  thy  fierce  anger  from  us  ;  continue,  O  God 
of  hosts,  to  go  forth  with  our  fleets  and  armies, 
and  defeiat  the  wicked  designs  of  our  enemies. 


This  world  is  not  my  abiding  place  ;  I  will  not 
take  up  my  rest  here ;  I  am  a  citizen  of  a  better, 
even  an  heavenly,  country.  I  will  not  mind  the 
storms  and  tempests,  the  evil  accidents  which  I 
may  meet  with  in  this  short  pilgrimage  to  the 
everlasting  regions,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
where  all  is  joy,  and  peace,  and  traaquillity  for 
evermore !  praised  be  thy  holy  name,  O  Lord, 
for  the  means  of  grace,  and  for  the  hope  of  glory, 
of  which  thou  hast  graciously  made  me  a  par- 
taker, through  the  merits  of  Christ  Jesos,  my 
Saviour,  to  whom  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Spirit, 
be  all  honour  and  glory,  -world  without  end. 
Amen  ! 

March  16.  This  day  one  of  our  causes  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery  comes  to  a  hearing.  In  re- 
spect to  our  worldly  affairs,  it  is  an  important 
crisis,  yet  my  .mind  is  at  present  calm  and  se- 
rene, and  I  humbly  trust  it  will  continue  so;  my 
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greatest  care  is,  lest'  I,  or  any  of  friy  family,; 
should  be  deficient  in  our  duty  to  God  od  thi^ 
trying-  occasion. 

0  Lordy  I  am  not  covetous  of  riches,  thanks  to 
tby  fatherly  goodness,  thou  bast  shewn  roe  in 
▼aridus  ways  the  deceitfuhiess  of  them,  and  how 
dangerous  they  are  to  the  possessor,  and  I  trust 
tbou  hast  done  the  same  for  my  dear  children.  I 
beseech  thee,  most  gracious  Father,  to  give  us 
thy  heavenly  grace,  that  if  it  should  be  thy  go«d 
pleasure  to  encrease  our  possessions,  we  may  use 
them  to  thy  glory  and  the  good  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  ;  or  if  it  should  be  thy  will  to  disap- 
point us,  we  ma^resign  ourselves  to  thy  holy  will 
with  true  ChriBtiati  patience  and  resignation. 

March  17.  Our  cause  had  a  hearing  yester- 
day, and  1  have  reason  to  hope  that  all  the  steps 
to  be  taken  in  consequence  of  it  are  favourable 
for  us  ;  but  the  prospect  of  final  detgrmihatioo 
is  stiU  a  distant  one !     —    —    —    —    —    — 

1  have  T%ad  part  of  Bishop  Beveridge's  resolu- 
tions, and  I  agr^e  with  htm  in  resolving  to  make 
it  my^'chief  business  here  on  earth  to  prepare  for 
my  eternal  state,  and  to  walk  circumspeci^y  in 
those  blessed  paths  of  faith  and  obedience  which 
God  himself  has  graciously  pointed  out  as  lead- 
ing to  his  heavenly  kingdbm.  I  have  long  since 
chosen  the  laud  of  Ganfuv,  the  kingdom  of  Christ, 
as  the  lot  of  my  inheritance,  the  only  seat  of  bliss 
and  glory'  for  my.  soul  to  'rest  and  dwell  in  to  all 
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thy  justict  wonid  cerUmly  cot  h  off,  but  I  hun- 
bly  tnut  that  tliefe  are  still  many  tfaousftuds  in 
it  who  have  not  departed  from  the  truth.  May  it 
be  thy  good  iJeasore  to  spare  thy  people,  good 
Latd.  O  most  mercifid  Father,  as  a  nation  wa 
haTB  lately  receired  nigiai  mercies  from  thy 
hands ;  thod  hast  prospered  onr  arms  by  sea,  and 
dispersed  the  riiips  of  the  enemy ;  but  we  have 
many  internal  distresses.  May  it  be  thy  good 
pkasnre  to  preserve  our  king ;  defend  him  from 
aH  his  enemies,  foraigik  and  dunestic.  Inspire 
oar  senators  with  wisdom  from  abova  O  merei- 
fill  God,  preserve  ua  from  the  impioua  toes  who 
tiead  down  thy  sauctuaiy  wherever  their  aims 
at*  suoeessfiil,  and  grant  as  in  thy  good  time  a 
luliBg  peace  t 

April  2.  It  vras  my  intention  to  employ  this 
whole  afternoon  in  my  usual  medibitions,  vrUh 
my  pen  in  my  hand,  to  write  down  the  reflec-  ' 
tioH  which  arose  in  my  mind,  but  I  had  been 
veadiag  before  dinner  some  of  Biahop  Beveri^e's 
Resolutions,  and  they  had  laid  such  hold  of  my 
attention,  that  I  could  not  help  going  on  with 
tikem.  I  have,  X  hope,  benefited  by  the  change 
•f  purpose,  for  the  thoi^ts  of  so  exalted  a  mind 
«re  Baited  to  improve  weaker  Christians,  and  I 
Mt  my  heart  burning  with  desire  to  (aUow  hb 
steps,  and  most  cordially  adi^kting  his  pioiis  !&• 
aolutione  far  the  government  c£  h»  thoughts, 
wwdi,  aad  actions,  in  respect  to  the  diftsrent  re- 


latioDs  and  circumstances  of  human  life.     May 
be  enabled  to  retain  these  good  impressions. 

April  9.  Last  night  I  experienced  a  great  nier^ 
cy  which  I  desire  to  record,  that  1  may  reniem^ 
ber  it  to  my  life's  end  :  owing  to  my  own  care4* 
lessness,  I  fell  down  stairs,  and  it  was  wonderfat 
that  I  did  not  do  myself  some  great  injury,  ba|| 
it  pleased  God  to  preserve  me,  and  I  bare  only  ^^ 
few  slight  bruises,  l 

O  God  of  all  grace  and  goodness,  accept  rnjt 
humble  and  hearty  thanksgivings  for  thy  mercy 
and  loving  kindness,  and  keep  both  me  and  mioft 
now  and  ever  under  the  protection  of  tjiy  goo«|, 
Providence.  Lord,  I  will  strive  to  enler  in  at  , 
the  straight  gate ;  I  will  keep  the  narrow  way  that 
leadeth  unto  life.  O  Lord,  I  pray  and  beseeclf 
thee  to  assist  me  in  keeping  these  and  all  other 
good  resolutions  !  Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to 
the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Adorable  Saviour,  on  this  day  which  is  kept  in 
commemoration  of  thy  resurrection  from  tOL 
dead,  vouchsafe  to  accept  the  humble  tribute  of 
my  gratitude  and  love.  O  divine  Lord,  I  as 
firmly  believe  that  thou  didst  rise  from  the  dead, 
as  if  I  had  actually  seen  thee  with  my  eyes:  I 
also  believe,  that  as  surely  as  thou  hast  raised 
thy  own  body,  so  surely  wilt  thou  raise  all  man- 
kind, and  me  amongst  the  rest.  Omayl  throngb 
faith  in  thee  rise  to  glory  and  immortality ! 

O  eternal  and  ever-living  God,  Almighty  Go- 
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veraor  of  Uie  universe,  under  an  awful  sense  of 
thy  power,  majesty,  and  goodne^^  I  presume,  as 
one  of  the  thousands  which  compose  this  nation, 
to  offer  thee  thanksgivings  and  praise  for  thy 
great  goodness,  in  putting  a  speedy  end  to  our 
danger  and  distress,  occasioned  by.  civil  dissen^ 
aion.  O  Lord,  not  to  the  wisdom  of  our  governors, 
not  tothe  force  of  our  arms  ;  but  to  thee  be  all 
the  glory  I  It  is  thou  who  hast  checked  the  hold 
career  of  rebellion ;  thou  who  hast  said. '' hitjter 
shalt  thou  go,  and  no  further ;"  thou  who  hast  re- 
strained the  remainder  of  wrath ;  iind  praised  be 
thy  mercy  and  goodness,  for  these  seasonable 
deliverances  I  O  that  we  may  know,  and  fieel, 
from  the  greatest  to  the  least  of  us,  how  good 
and  gracious  the  Lord  is :  that  we  may  from  a 
principle  of  gratitude  devote  ourselves  to  his  ser- 
vice ;  that  we  may  for  our  own  sakes,  and  for.the 
siake  of  the  nation,  practise  each  in  our  several 
stations,  t|iat  righteousness  which  exalte.th  a  na- 
tion !  that  we  may  so  believe  and  live  that  God 
may  dwell  among  us,  and  be  our  God  for  ever^ 
world  without  end ! 

O  divine  Saviour,  my  Lord  and  my  God,  I  ho- 
nour thee  even  as  I  honour  the  Father.  I  desire 
to  testify  to  all  the  world  that  I  am  thy  disciple. 
I  desire  to  build  my  house  tipon  the  Rock  of 
ages !  O  that  it  may  stand  against  all  winds  and 
floods  which  lall  upon  it.  Blessed  Lord,  it  is  my 
wish  and  most  fervent  desire  to  complete  the 
work  I  hare  begun  for  the  instruction  of  the  chil- 
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feHow  angeb ;  I  shall  learn  their  songs  of  praise; 
i  shall  accompany  those  blessed  spirits  in  their 
acts  of  devotion :  O  what  will  then  be  my  tfva^ 
ports !  my  eztacies !  and  will  not  my  dew  hns- 
band  and  children  also  unite  with  us  ?  O  yes, 
they  all,  I  trust,  will  be  admitted  into  the  same 
blessed  society;  and  there  we  shall  again  find 
our  dearest  parents :  when  I  ^nk  of  hearen  I 
cannot  but  long  for  the  fruition ;  but  I  must  wait 
my  appointed  time.  O  that  T  may  pass  the  re- 
mainder of  my  days  on  earth  so  as  to  please  my 
God ;  that  my  blessed  Redeemer  may  own  me 
for  his  disciple,  0  that  I  and  all  my  dear  re- 
lations may  have  in  our  own  foreheads  tiXe  mark 
of  the  Lamb! 

On  Thursday  last,  I  enjoyed  a  pleasure  of  the 
most  exalted  kind  :  the  sight  of  the  charity  chil- 
dren collected  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral ;  what  a 
congregation  was  there !  high  and  low,  rich  and 
poor,  forming  one  great  assembly,  and  with 
united  voices  giving  glory  to  the  great  Creator  t 
if  some  went  without  religion  in  their  hearts, 
from  motives  of  curiosity  only,  numbers  must 
have  gone  with  better  views ;  to  me  it  appeared 
a  heavenly,  scene,  and  I  enjoyed  extatic  and  sub- 
lime delight,  though  from  the  great  infirmity|of 
my  nature,  my  mind  was  frequently  disturbed 
from  that  intense  devotion  which  the  solemnity 
demanded ;  and  this,  I  fear,  will  be  the  case  with 
me  as  long  as  I  continue  in  this  tabelrnacle  <^ 
^lay!  _  __  -^  ■—_*__  —  _ 
N  n 
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Mid  not  QofrequeaUy  as  unwilling  instruments  of 
good  towards  his  faithful  people.  I  am  very  cer- 
tain that  nothing  happens  by  chance ;  I  therefore 
ought  to  cast  off  the  burden  of  care  which  I  am 
too  apt  to  encrease.  I  certainly  ought  at  all  times^ 
and  on  all  occasions,  to  look  up  with  humble 
confidence  to  my  heavenly  Father,  not  doubting 
but  that  he  will  most  certainly  help  me  in  time 
of  need,  and  order  all  things  for  my  ultimate 
good*    O  Lord,  with  gratitude  too  great  for  ut« 
lerance^.  I  acknowledge  that  thou  hast  hitherto 
taraed  jevery.  apparent  misfortune  or  cailamity 
into  a  blessing,  a  spiritufd  blessing.  I  thankfully 
acknowledge  that  thoa  hast  sanctified  all  my  soi^ 
vows»  and' taught  me  to  know  the  benefit  of  af- 
flictions*    O  most  gracious  God,  I  know  that  all 
(hy  chastisements  hitherto  have  been  tender  mer- 
cies ;  and  with  my  whole  heart  I  thank  thee  for 
having  inflicted  them.    May  I  ever  regard  the 
trials  thou  mayest  yet  see  fit  to  allot  me  in  the 
same  light;  but,  alas!  whilst  I  am  suffering un-* 
der  thy  rod,  I  am  too  apt  to  forget  thy  former 
loving-kindjMMsses.  O  most  gracious  Father,  how 
kindly  dost  thou  wean  me  from  the  world,  and 
loosen  my  CLffectibns  for  it^  pomps  and  vanities ! 
nothing,  in  this  transitory  scene  has  any  attrac- 
tions for  me  but  the  beauties  of  thy  wonderfiil 
works  in  the  visible  creation,  and  the  society  of 
good,  people.     Riches  and  grandeur  have   no 
jp^iarms  for  me ;  all  I  desire  for.  myself  and  my 
family  are  those. simple  and  innocent  enjoyments 

N  n  2 
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O  eternal  and  ever-blessed  Lord  God,  my  hea- 
Teoly  Father,  with  a  thankful  heart  I  acknow- 
ledge thy  goodness  to  me  in  maintaining  my 
right  and  my  cause,  and  I  praise  thy  holy  name 
for  this  and  every  other  blessing  thou  art  pleased 
to  grant  me.  O  gracious  God,  I  am  unworthy  of 
the  least  oC  all  thy  favours ;  thou  bestowest  bless- 
ings when  I  deserve  punishment ;  I  receive  all  as 
the  giftof  thy  bounty;  andlmost  humbly  beseech 
thee  to'enable  me  to  use  all  thy  good  gills,  whe- 
ther spiritual  or  temporal,  to  thy  honour  and 
glory,  the  benefit  of  my  fellow-creatures,  and  the 
good  of  my  own  soul.  O  be  pleased  to  teach  me  so 
to  use  the  things  of  this  world,  that  I  may  in  the 
world  to  come  enjoy  true  riches.  Heavenly  trea- 
sures !  O  that  I  may  be  found  among  the  chil- 
dren of  light,  when  my  Lord  calls  upon  me  to 
give  an  account  of  my  stewardship !  O  that  I 
may  be  found  to  have  been  wise  in  my  genera- 
tion, not  as  a  child  of  this  world,  but  as  one  (tf 
the  children  of  light ! 

Most  gracious  Father,  I  presume  to  entreat 
thee  to  receive  my  humble  supplications  in  behalf 
of  my  dear  bod,  who  is  now  afflicted  with  sick- 
ness. May  it  be  thy  blessed  will  to  restore  him. 
O  Lord,  1  pray  thee,  of  thy  goodness,  to  spare 
me  the  sorrow  of  losing  this  dear  child,  who  has 
already  cost  me  so  many  anxious  moments !  ne- 
vertheless, not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.  I  know 
that  all  thy  dispensations  are  just  and  equitable ; 
and  who  is  able  to  direct  thy  doings?  Gra- 
cious Father,  with  all  humility,  uid  wiUi  Aitira 
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Tery  hrtety  iexperienced  the  truth  of  it  in  ay  owli 
Cui^  concerns.  I  have  seen  it  evidently  in  tfab 
vxtnuoTdinary  tuni  of  public  aflain.  O  how  la- 
mentable it  is,  that  people  will  willingly  shat 
their  eyes  against  conviction ;  that  tbey  will  a»- 
inibe  die  events  which  have  lately  taken  place, 
ftbd  by  which  the  nation  is  happily  delivered 
fnm  impending  judgments  to  any  cause,  rather 
than  the  tme  one  I  why  should  any  mortal  man 
he  avetBO  to  glorify  his  Maker  1  the  universal 
Lord,  the  universal  Governor  7  God  alone  knows ; 
and  may  fae  vouchsafe  to  open  their  eyes,  that 
they  may  discern  his  power  and  goodness !  for 
my  part  my  heart  overflows  with  thankfulness, 
«ttd  O  that  I  may  ever  retain  a  grateful  sense  of 
<3ed*8  unbounded  love  I 

O  hotd,  I  hope  I  shall  never  set  my  haart  on 
riches,  shouldst  thou  ever  see  fit  to  allot  them  to 
me :  but  who  can  know  what  they  would  do  in 
different  situations  ?  those  things  are  known,  0 
God,  to  thee  alone;  and  thou  dost  order  all 
things  for  the  best,  with  unerring  wisdom  and 
perfect  goodnessk  O  most  merciful  and  gracious 
•FWther,  firmly  believing  that  thou  d<»t  so,  I  hum- 
bly commit  myself  and  dl  my  dear  fhmily  into 
tiiy  hands,  beseeching  thee  to  direct  all  our  con- 
■cems,  temporal  and  eternal,  to  one  gr«it  end, 
the  attainment  of  our  everlasting  happiness  in  the 
world  to  come.  Be  ples^ed  to  guide  us  in  the  way 
yrhiA  to  thee  seemeth  good,  to  lead  us  to  hea^ 
vepi  and  whether  it  maybe  elarewed  with  thems 
or  with  flowers,-  enable  uk  to  walk  sted&tt  uid 
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or  the  left.     O  most  gracious  Father,  with  ak 

heavenly  inheritance  coustautly  in  view,  make  lu 
iudiffereiU  to  the  trifles  of  this  life :  whilst  we 
have  hopes  of  dwelling  hereafter  with  angels  in 
heaven,  let  us  not  murmur  at  the  inconveniences 
of  our  mortal  state.  Help  us  to  lay  aside  every 
weight,  and  the  sin  that  doth  so  easily  beset  as, 
and  let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  set 
before  us.  O  most  gracious  Father,  1  love  thy 
commandments  above  ail  earthly  treasure ;  thy 
word  is  dearer  to  my  soul  than  thousands  of  gold  n 
and  silver.     —     —    —    —    —    —    — 

Aug.  27.  1  am  ambitious  of  the  esteem  of  good 
people,  and  wish  to  leave  a  good  reputation  be-  i 
hind  me  :  but  I  would  fairly  gain  it ;.  I  never  will  4 
impose  upon  the  world  by  affecting  to  be  in  any 
respect  what  I  am  not ;  no,  this  I  dare  not  do, 
for  I  know  the  fate  that  awaits  the  hypocrite ; 
besides,  I  can  truly  say,  that  I  love  truth '  and 
sinc^ty. 

1  have  this  week  had  a  painful  task  to  perform : 

my  friend  Mrs. has  lost  her  husband  by  an 

instantaneous  stroke  of  Providence,  as  I  lost 
.mine  ;  and  I  had  the  melancholy  oflice  of  break- 
ing the  afflicting  news  to  her.  This  event  baa  re- 
called to  my  recollection  the  greatest  trial,  ftf  my 
life  ;  but  it  has  also  recalled  the  greatest  t|i£rcie». 
at  least  those  which  I  most  sensibly  felt  of  aby 
that  were  ever  bestowed  upon  me ;  and  by  the 
grace  of  God  assisting  my  weak  endeiivoufs.  I 


have  been  enabled  to  comfort  my  poor  friend. 
I  feel  my  mind  foUgrued  with  the  agitation 
and  the  exertion  I  have  ;had  occasion  to  make. 


Aug.  27.    This  is  the  birth-day  of  my  dear 
.  the  day  which  first  made  me  a  parent. 


O  most  merciful  God,  vouchsafe  to  hear  my  hum- 
ble supplications  in  behalf  of  my  dear  child  on 
this  her  natal  day.  Be  pleased  to  give  her  an 
increase  of  grace ;  incline  her  heart  to  all  good- 
ness ;  cleanse  it  from  whatever  is  displeasing  to 
thee,  and  make  her  a  bright  example  of  all  that  is 
praiseworthy  in  a  woman  professing  Christianity ! 
O  spare  her  life,  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure,  ibaX 
she  may  train  her  infant  race  in  the  ways  of 
righteousness:  and  O  be  graciously  pleased, 
most  merciful  God,  to  give  to  these  dear  children 
fhy  heavenly  grace,  to  incline  their,  minds  to 
goodness,  that  they  may  grow  in  wisdom  as  they 
grow  in  stature.  O  most  gracious  God,  I  bless 
and  praise  thy  goodness  that  I  am  able  to  lo<^ 
upon  all  my  children  with  humble  hope  of  their 
being  thine  also.  Be  thou  pleased  to  cornet  i^ 
every  one  of  them  whatever  thou  seeat  to  be 
amiss,  and  lead  them  in  the  way  of  everlasting 
life.  O  Lord  God  Almighty,  continue  to  them 
and  to  me  thy  loving-kindness,  thy  tender  coi»- 
passion,  thy  all-powerful  protection,  thy  heaven- 
ly benediction.  To  thee  I  humbly  .commend  all 
my  concerns,  spiritual  a;nd,  temponl.   .po  with 
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mymiod  to  encounter  the  cares  which  I  must 
expect  to  meet  with.     —      ~.     —     —     — 

Oct.  8.  I  sit  down  with  a  desire  to  meditate, 
but  whether  I  shall  be  able  to  do  it,  God  only 
knows,  for  I  have  been  greatly  indisposed  ever 
since  yesterday  evening,  and  though  I  feel  re* 
lieved  in  a  great  measure  from  the  pains  I  last 
night  suffered,  I  am  still  far  from  well  —  «—  _«. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  it  is  a  mortifying  dis^ 
appointment  to  me,  to  be  incapable  of  pursuing 
my  labours  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor,  yet 
far  be  it  from  me  to  repine ;  if  it  is  for  my  ever- 
lasting good,  or  if  I  am  really  able  to  benefit  the 
world,  thou  wilt,  I  doubt  not,  graciously  restore 
me.    I  resign  all  to  thee.    But  encouraged  hj 
thy  goodness,  I  presume  to  pray,  with  submiv* 
sion  to  thy  good  pleasure,  that  thou  wouldst  bless 
the  means  I  am  making  use  [of  for  my  recovery ; 
that  thou  wouldst  spare  me  a  little,  that  I  ma^ 
recover  my  strength  before  I  go  hence,  and  be 
no  more  seen.    O  take  me  not  away  in  the  midA; 
of  my  age ;  forsake  me  not,  O  God,  when  Dfty 
strength  faileth  me.  O  may  every  day  thou  sfaait 
see  fit  to  add  to  my  life  be  spent  in  thy  ser^ce, 
and  may  my  death,  whenever  it  shall  happen,  be 
the  death  of  the  righteous. 

During,  the  sleepless  hours  of  the  last  painful 
night,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  my  dissolo- 
tion  was  approaching.;  and  such  may  still  be  tke 
evei^t  of  the  oomplaiut  which  now  afflicts  me. 
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sbort  the  remnant  of  iny  days,  vouchsafe,  in  thy 
mercy  and  goodness,  to  support  me  under  the 
agonies  of  death,  and  to  receive  me  into  thy  hea- 
venly kingdom,  for  the  sake  of  my  blessed  Re- 
deeiaer,  'Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  with  thee  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  be  all  honour  and  glory,  world 
without  end.    Amen. 

Oct.  22,  Another  Sabbath  is  come,  and  I  am 
kept  by  indisposition  from  going  to  church  and 
the  schools.  I  hope  my  illness  is  upon  the  de- 
cline, but  on  Wednesday  last  I  again  suffered 
great  pain  the  whole  day,  and  to-day  I  have  been 
far  from  easy.  I  cannot  but  wish  it  would  please 
the  Almighty  to  restore  me  to  health,  that  I 
might  again  endeavour  to  be  useful,  but  I  re- 
solve, his  grace  assisting  me,  to  bear  my  sickness 
patiently,  however  long  it  may  continne,  and  even 
to  resign  myself  to  death,  if  such  should  be  the 
will  of  God. 

O  most  gracious  God,  I,  thy  humble  servant, 
fully  sensible  of  my  own  unworthiness,  most 
humbly  beseech  thy  fatherly  goodness  to  have 
compassion  upon  me,  and  to  forgfive  my  manifold 
sins  and  offences  for  Jesus  Christ's  sake.  O 
Lord,  I  pray  thee  of  thy  goodness  to  restore  me 
to  health,  if  such  be  thy  good  pleasure ;  if  not, 

0  vouchsafe  to  reconcile  me  to  the  loss  of  life, 
and  to  a  separation  from  all  those  for  whose  sake 

1  wish  to  live.  O  Lord,  heavenly  Father,  thy 
will,  not  mine,  be  done. 

O  Lord,  I  pray  and  beseech  thee  of  thy  good- 
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humbly  trust,  to  the  voice  of  my  supplication, 
and  I  shall  not  die,  but  live  to  praise  and  glorify 
thy  great  name,  and  do  my  appointed  work.  O 
gracious  and  merciful  Father,  enable  me,  1  be- 
seech thee,  by  thy  grace  to  persevere  in  the  good 
resolutions  which  thy  chastisements  have  in- 
structed me  to  make. 

.    Nov.  5.    Again  am  I  detained  from  attending 
public  ^vorship,  not  by  ill  healthy  but  by  the  bad- 
ness of  the  weather,  which  makes  me  fewful  of 
catching  cold,  but  next  Sunday  I  hope  to  go  to 
church,  and  partake  of  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.     I  have  not   been  entirely  free 
from  the  complaint  in  my  stomach  till  to-day, 
but  1  have  not  yet  felt  any  pain,  and  (I  judge 
I  from  symptoms)  that  the  cause  is  in  a  great  mea< 
''  sure  removed.     How  thankful  ought  I  to  be  to 
'  God  for  his  undeserved  mercy  and  goodness !  To- 
-  morrow  I  hope  to  renew  my  labours,  and  may 
the  Holy  Spirit  guide  and  direct  me. 

O  most  gracious  Father,  since  thou  hast  been 
^  pleased  to  heal  my  body,  vouchsafe  to  heal  my 
[  soul  also ;  purify  it  from  all  defilement  by  the 
'  sanctification  of  thy  HoljnSpirit.     O  Lord  God, 
'  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  with  renewed  health 
I  renew  my  resolutions  to  serve  thee,  as  thy  dis- 
ciple, with  encreased  zeal.     O    be  pleased  to 
strengthen  me,  that  I  may  fulfil  these  resolutions, 
by  striving  to  do  the  will  of  my  heavenly  Fatheii 
according  to    tliy  divine  precepts  and  blessed 
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and  wrote  a  little,  but  it  fiaitigoed  me  greatly, 
and  I  was  unable  to  pursue  the  employment. 

Dec.  14.  I  am  this  day  going  to  London,  in 
order  to  make  a  solemn  affidavit,  that  to  the  best 
of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  the  bonds  I  am 
claiming  under  were  never  paid.  This  I  can  do 
with  a  safe  conscience,  but  I  wish  to  go  with  a 
heart  so  properly  disposed  in  respect  to  this  bu- 
siness, that  when  I  take  a  solemn  oath,  God  may 
regard  it,  and  approve  the  act.  —    —    —    -^ 

O  most  great  and  glorious  Qod,  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  all  things,  I  adore  thy  divine 
Majesty,  and  acknowledge  that  thou  art  Lord  of 
all  things,  and  that  thy  Providence  governs  all 
events.  What  infinite  condescension  it  is  in 
such  a  Being,  to  concern  himself  even  in  the 
trifling  afiairs  of  sinful  men !  Lord,  I  know  and 
confess  that  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  least  of  thy 
mercies ;  but  encouraged  by  thy  gracious  pro- 
mises, I  have  presumed  to  commit  my  cause  to 
thee,  and  thou  hast  hitherto  appeared  to  guide 
and  to  direct  the  steps  of  those  who  are  the  in- 
struments of  thy  good  Providence  in  this  matter. 
This  day  am  I  to  make  a  solemn  appeal  to  thee 
for  the  truth  of  my  dealings.  O  vouchsafe  to 
hear  me  from  heaven,  thy  dwelling-place,  and 
bless  and  direct  me.  Lord,  I  would  not  dare  to 
utter  falsehood  before  thee ;  I  pray  and  beseech 
thee  of  thy  goodness  to  grant  me  ihy  grace,  that 
I  may  in  all  things  obey  thy  blessed  will ;  and,  O 
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4ren,  Which  wiU  ev w  make  mtf  a  partaker  of 
their  joys  and  sorrows*     —    —     —     —    — 

O  Lord,  I  beseech  thee  to  accept  from  thy  faith- 
fuU  though  weak  servant,  the  tribute  of  sincere 
and  humble  thanksgiving,  for  all  thy  known  and 
unknown  favours,  mercies,  blessings,  and  deliver- 
ances, which  tbou  hast  abundantly  bestowed  upon 
me,  and  my  dear  family,  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year.  Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  let  all 
that  is  within  me  bless  his  holy  name.  Praise  the 
Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  mercies. 

0  who  can  sufficiently  declare  the  goodness  of 
the  Lord  ?  and  what  am  I,  that  the  Lord  should 
so  regard  me  ? 

Divine  and  adorable  Saviour,  to  thee  am  I  in- 
debted for  every  thing ;  without  thy  mediation, 

1  could  not  hope  for  pardon  and  peace,  for  life 
and  felicity,  in  the  regions  of  bliss.  To  thee, 
with  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  all  ho- 
nour and  glory,  world  virithout  end.    Amen. 


Another  portion  of  that  time  which  serves  to 
measure  human  life  is  now  come  to  a  period. 
Fifty-seven  years  have  I  passed  upon  earth,  and 
almost  thirty  of  them  did  I  pass  in  matrimonial 
union  with  the  best  and  tenderest  of  husbands* 
Then  it  pleased  God  to  separate  us ;  but  I  look 
forward  to  a  •  world  in  which  we  shall^  I  hope, 
again  meet,  and  in  which  our  lives  will  not  be 
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